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be done in the future—alil
ficant signa of the times,

Whether the view that the trend of the age is away from
monarchy be accurate or mistaken, it eannoct be desied that the
nations are becoming more democratie, and in view of that fact the
conclusion to be drawn from a study of the relipious work of the
century, that the Church thrivea best in an atmosphere of freedom
is go important that it should be carefully borne in mind by both
the clergy and laity. In the early part of the century at leant
Catholios on the Continent had a dread of democratic rule. Tha
French Revolntion was so violent and sn devastating that ita effects
were keenly felt for many a year. Without warning or preparation
lands, revenue«. ancient privileges, rights. authority. customn, ml-
miniatration, and teaching were swept away. The unity with the
Bee of Peter wis hroken. Nearly fifty thousand priests were cust
out of their places. and the consciences of millions of Frenehmen
suffered untold agonies. Fuch incidents conld not but fill the minds
of the French clergy with the impression that the exercise of
authority by the democracy would be uncompromisingly hostile to
woligion. DMore recently, however, the priests of France have been
recogni-ing that the greatest hindrance to the Church is not
democratic rule, but the abaence of individual freedom—rfreedom
for ecclesingtics ns well as for the laity to assert their lepitimate
power in directing the destinies of the country. And asin France,
s0 elsowhere ; the only scrious obatacle to Catholic progress is any
restrictions upon frecdom which damp individual zeal and
initiative,

these Professor Shahan regards s signi-

THE Postmaster-(reneral laid the foundation stone of the new
post-oflice at Ashburton on Monday,
A siant shock of earthquake tock place at Nelson at three

minutes past ten on last Friday morning, The direction was
between nurth and south.

O~ account of Wednesday of this week having been made a -

public heliday in Dunedin, we were obliged to zo to press on
Toesday evening,

THe census of New Zealand will be taken for the night of
Sunday, March 31, The Regirtrar-Guneral is now making arrange-
ments,

THERE were 115 more marriages in the Wellington district in
1900 than there were in the preceding year. The hirth rate only
~hows an increase of 11, The deaths are 53 lese than in 1899,

ALDERM AN GEORGE WHITE, of Norwich, says the difference
between n traveller and a bona-fide traveiler is that the one is
thirsty becanse he triveds, and the other travels because he is
thirsty.

Ranr Karesda, daughtar of a noted Manri chief, who died at
Ohinemutu the ather day, was a descendant in a direct line from
the rreat ancestor, Tama Tokupua, eaptain of the Arawa canoe,
which arrived 1n New Zalan i some 20 gencrations ago.

Tie return of immigration to and emivration trom the Colony
during the month of December shows that the arrivals were 27538
and the departures 15706, as agrainst 2200 arrivals and 1236 depor-
tures during December 1544,

WE natice that a pupil of the Sisters of Mercy School at New-
town, Roy Guirling-Buteher, qualified for » scholarship at the recent
examinatiou of the Victoria College at Wellington, We understand
that he was the only candidate presented for the examination from
the Catholie schools within the University district.

A DECISION recently given by Mr. Burgess, 8.M., at Pembraker
upsets the preconcerved idea that a sheep worrier can only be
justifiably killed when canght in the act of killing a sheep, Tha
magistrate, m effect, held that if a dog can be proved to be a
worner it can be killed anywhere and at any time,

Tz formation of the Heriot-Edievale scetion of the Tapanui
branch railway, a distance of six miles, will be commenced next
manth  The completing of thiv portion of the will make Edievale
the temporary terminus. It has wot yet been definitely decided
what the next atare will ha,

BanLev-cny-s threatens Canterbury ; dog-daisy and ragwort
Taranaki., The twa lasi-mentioned pests are spreading with great
rapidity over the Taraonki province. There {s no Jdoubt chat if
stringent meansare not taken to destroy these noxious weeds before
teeding 1t will not be long ere gosd productive pastures will be
turned imto waste lamd,

Tug Soutlland News veports that the fall in the value of wool
compare] with the prices ruling at ihe January sales in Invercar-
@ill lust year reprerents fully £2 103 per bale. There were ciose on
6300 bales offered at Tuesday's sale, and if thess had been all sold
the peouniary loss to growers would have been £16,250. A juan-
tity was paszed in for next sale. by which time sellers expect a rise
will oceur,

VERY RFY. PATHER LaNE, of the Lower Hiutt, Wellington. is to
leave on the 24t inst for a trip to the Home countries. Father Lane
has been I8 years 1n the Colony, 15 of which have heen spent by
him in the [{utt parish. Father Lane’s numerous friends all over
the Colony hope that he will have an enjoyable time of it during
his absence. Tt is understood that he is to be aceompanied by the
Rev. Futher Ainsworth,

The returns for the four-weekly period ended December 8 show
that the revenue of the North Island section of the railways waa £33,
TA0, arainat £ 19 081 for thecorresponding period of 1894, while for the
Midel:Island the figures were {77,853 and £71,736 respectively, The
expenditure on the North [sland sectiona amounted to £34,216, or
7188 per ceut, of revenue ecarned ; while on the Middle Ieland
vections the figures were £24:3, or 63'38 per cent,

AN enthusiagtic meeting of railway men who have recently been
granted an increase of pay was held in Timaru on Baturday, when
it waa decided to ask the co-operation of railway men in other parts
of the Colony in donating 6d per member to commemorate the in-
crease and at the same time show their appreciation and esteem of

hia services by making the Minister of Railways a snitable presen-
tation.

THE membars of local bodies (saya the Taiers Advocate) mome
times indulge in pretty severe criticism of each other. At a meet-
ing of such a body in the Taleri the other day, one member,in
rpoehiliy B & wobion propoicd by anutlher, usel such EXprossions as
‘Borry the motion did not come from a man of more reliable
nature,” ‘Liked 10 bave seon a motiva of sucli noble motives come
from a man of steadier and sterner habits,'

PrOFES8SOR MORRIS, of ths Melbourns University, who ia
writing an Australian history of Captain Cook, paid & visit to
Cock’s Cove, at Tologa, on last Friday. At the spring on a hillside,
which is overgrown with scrub, he found a substantial oaken oank,
which, it is thought, might have been placed there by an early
navigator. On Papa Rock, alongaide another apring, are cut certain
letters, which are believed to be the initials of a member of the
crew of Cook's vesgel.

A SYDNEY paper says : ¢ Mr. Seddon will go back to his Parlia-
ment a better Federalist than he came, The spirit of the ceramonies
and celebrations impressed him strongly. He proposea a Federal
steam service between Australia and his State, When rpoken to in
Sydney last week Mr, Seddon intimated that before New Zealand
could be brought into close contact with Australia steamers like
the Lucania and Campanin—the mammoth Atlantio liners—wonld
have to be running between the two.’

THE Rivers Commission took evidence at Livingstone on last
Thursday in connection with the proposed proclamation of the
Awnmoko Stream se 8 sludge channel, The evidence of several
farmers holding lands slong the river was to the effect that they
were partially dependent on the stream for the supply of water for
their stock and domestic purposes, and the discharge of tailings
down the creek would result in portions of their sections being
destroyed by silt, On behalf of the miners it was asserted that un-
less the goldfield in the valley of the Awamoko was opened up
numbers of miners would be compelled to leave Livingstone, as
the present fleld was approaching exbaustion, On Saturday the
Commission visited Gore,

I¥ the course of an interview granted to the N.Z Zimer' aspecial
in Sydpey, Mr. Henniker Heaton, M.P,, eaid he was a great admirer
of the Hon. J. G. Ward, Postmaster-General of New Zealand, who,
he claims, has heen largely instramental in institating the penny
postage sohems in this Colony. In Mr, Heaton's opinion New
Zealand is more highly thought of in Great Britain than any of the
Australian colonies, He said he would be very angry if New Zea-
land is ever stupid encugh to join the Australian Commonwenlth,
becnnse she is a separate entity, and occupies & very unigue position
in the world, New Zealand ia particularly well thought of by
Englishmen and she occupies a higher position in the esteem and
regard of Englishmen than any Australian Colony, because they re-
gard it as more pearly approximating to English conditions,

Titg Brittanic with the Imperial troops on board is expected to
arrive at the Biuff on February 2. The Postmaseter-General has
advised the Mayor of Dunedin *that should the steamer keep up to
time the troops will arrive in Dunedin by special trains about 6
p.m. same day, the Brittanic coming on to Port Chalmers and
arriving there on the evening of the 2nd, The troops will proceed
from Dunedir to Christchurch by special traing on the morning of
the 4th. This will, as you will ohaserve, give the troops two nighta
and one clear day in Dunedin, Wonld you kindly let me know
what arrangements can be made for putting up the men. Roughly
speaking, there are 1006 troops and 50 officers, The officers would
require to be accommodated at the best hotels, and the troops
billeted as comfortably and aa many together as possible, The
citizens of Dunedin need not trouble about horses. This will he
arranged for by the Government.'

NOTWITHSTANDING the erection of a new church in the
Waihao district a few years ago (says the Oamary Mail), and the
congeqquent easement in St. Patrick's Chureh, Waimate, it is found
that the increasing Cathelic congregation at Waimate requires a
larger church. This matter has been engaging the consideration of
the clergy and congregation for some time past, A very sncoessful
bazaar and carnival werc held doring the Christmas holidays,
which realised about £500 towards thia object A meeting, under
the presidency of Rev, P. Regnault was held on SBunday last, which
was nttended by nearly all the heads of the congregation, and at
which after considering several proposals as to size and material for
the new building it was resolved that the congregation approve of
the building of & new church in wood, of suflicient size to meet the
estimated requirements of the congregation for about 30 years, In
course of the discussion it appeared that there will probably soon
be a move for the erection of a new Roman Catholic Chursh at
Makikihi. The rev. chairman said he would forward the recom-
mendation of the meeting to the Bishop,

Myers AND Co., Dentists, Octagon, corner of Georgo street
They guarantee highest class work at moderate fees. Their arti-
ficial teeth give general satisfaction, and the factof them supplying
& temporary denture while the gums are healing does away with
the inconvenience of being monthe without testh, They manufac-
ture a pingle artificial tooth for Ten Shillings, and sets equally
moderate, The adminiatration of nitrous-oxide gas in alsc a great
boon to those needing the extraction of a tooth. Reed advertise-

ment.—,",

~ SCOTT, COMMIN & CO.,®

Loangz Negotiated, Renta Collsoted,

OUBE, LAND, EaTATE, FINANCIAL AND COMMISSION AGENTS AND

AcOOUNTANTS .. DOWLING ETREET, DONEDIN
8nb-Agenty Bouth British Inenranos Co.



