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An enthusiasticmeetingof railwaymenwhohaverecently beengranted anincreaseof pay was held in Timaru on Saturday, whenit was decidedtoask the co-operationof railway men in other partsof the Colony in donating 6d per member to commemorate the in-
crease and at the same time show their appreciationand esteemofhis services by making the Minister of Railways a suitable presen-
tation.

The members of local bodies (says the Taieri Advocate) sometimes indulge inpretty severe criticism of eaoh other. Atameet-ingof such a body in the Taieri the other day,one member,in.^p^Liiig oa a uiotiunproposedby another, usod »uch expressionsas'Sorry the motion did not come from a man of more reliablenature," 'LikedLo have weiia uioLiuu of aaoli noble motives comefrom aman of steadier and sternerhabits.1
Frofebsor Mokbis, of the Melbourne University, who iswriting an Australian history of Captain Cook, paid a visit toCook's Cove,at Tologa, on last Friday. At the spring ona hillside,

which is overgrownwith scrub, he founda substantialoakencask,which, it is thought, might have been placed there by an earlynavigator. On PapaRock,alongside anotherspring, arecut certainletters, which are believed to be the initials of a member of the
crew of Cook's vessel.

A Sydney paper says:'Mr.Seddon will go back to hisParlia-ment a better Federalist thanhe came. TheBpiritof theceremoniesand celebrations impressed him strongly. He proposes a Federal
steam service between Australia andhis State. When spoken toinSydney last week Mr. Seddon intimated that beforeNew Zealandcould be brought into close oontact with Australia steamers likethe Lucania and Campania— the mammoth Atlantic liners— wouldhave to be runningbetween the two.'

The Rivers Commission took evidence at Livingstone on lastThursday in connection with the proposed proclamation of the
Awamoko Stream as a sludge channel. The evidence of severalfarmers holding lands along the river was to the effect that they
werepartially dependent on the stream for the supply of water for
their stock and domestic purposes, and the discharge of tailings
down the creek would result in portions of their sections being
destroyedby silt. On behalf of theminers it wasasserted that un-
less the goldfield in the valley of the Awamoko was openedup
numbers of miners would be compelled to leave Livingstone,as
the present field wasapproaching exhaustion. On Saturday theCommission visited Gore.

In the courseof aninterviewgranted to theN.Z. Timei1special
in Sydney, Mr. HennikerHeaton,M.P., said he was a great admirerof the flon. J.G. Ward, Postmaster-Generalof New Zealand, who,
he claims, has been largely instrumental in instituting the penny
postage scheme in this Colony. In Mr. Heaton's opinion New
Zealand is morehighly thought of inGreatBritain than any of the
Australian colonies. He Baidhe would be veryangry ifNew Zea-land is ever stupidenough to join the Australian Commonwealth,
because she is a separate entity, andoccupies a veryunique position
in the world. New Zealand is particularly well thought of by
Englishmen and sheoccupies a higher position in the esteem and
regard of Englishmen thanany Australian Colony,because they re-
gard itas morenearly approximating to English conditions.

The Brittanicwith the Imperial troops onboardis expected to
arrive at the Bluff on February 2. The Postmaster-Generalhas
advised the Mayor of Dunedin

'
that should the steamerkeepupto

time the troops will arrive in Dunedin by special trains about6p.m. same day, the Brittanic coming on to Port Chalmers and
arriving there on the evening of the 2nd. The troops will proceed
from Dunedin toChristchurch by special trains on the morning of
the 4th. This will,as youwill observe, give the troops two nights
and one clear day in Dunedin. Would you kindly letme know
whatarrangements can be made for puttingup the men. Roughly
speaking, there are 1000 troops and 50 officers. The officers would
require to be accommodated at the best hotels, and the troops
billeted aa comfortably and as many together as possible. The
citizens of Dunedin need not trouble about horses. This willbe
arranged for by the Government.'

Notwithstanding the erection of a new church in the
Waihao district a few yearsago (says the Oamaru Mail),and th©
consequent easement in St. Patrick's Church, Waimate, itis found
that the increasing Catholic congregation at Waimate requiresa
larger church. This matter has been engaging the consideration of
the clergy and congregation for some time past. A very successful
bazaar and carnival were held daring the Christmas holidays,
which realised about £500 towards this object A meeting, under
thepresidency of Rev.P. Regnault was heldonSunday last,which
was attended by nearly all the heads of the congregation, and at
whichafter considering several proposalsas to size and material for
the new building it wasresolved that the congregation approveof
the building of a newchurch in wood,of sufficient size tomeet the
estimatedrequirements of thecongregation for about 30 years. In
course of the discussion itappeared that there will probably soon
be a move for the erection of a new Roman Catholic Church at
Makikihi. The rev.chairman said he would forward the recom-
mendationof themeetingto theBishop.

The Postmaster-General laid the foundation stoneof the new
post-officeat Ashburton onMonday.

A sham* shock of earthquake took place at Nelson at threeminutes past ten on last Friday morning. The diiection waebetween north andsouth.
On account of Wednesday of this week having been made apublic holiday in Dunedin, we were obliged to go to presa on

Tuesday evening.
The census of New Zealand will be taken for the night of

Sunday, March '51. The Regißtrar-Gcneral is now making arrange-
ments.

There were 118 more marriages in the Wellington district in
1900 than there were in the preceding year. The birth rate only
shows an increase of 11. The deaths are 5.") less thanin 189U.

Aldermvn Geoiile White, of Norwich, says the differencebetween a traveller and a bona-fide traveller is that the one i»thirsty because he trwtla, and the other travels because he isthirsty.
RahIKaken(JA,daughter of a noted Maori chief, whodied atOhinemutu the other day, was a descendant in a direct line from

the great ancestor. Tanui Tekapua, captain of the Arawa canoewhich arrived inNew 'Amlda1some 20 generations ago.
Tin: return of immigration to andemigration from the Colony

during the month of I'cceuiber shows that the arrivals were2758
and the departures r>7<;, as against 22'JO arrivals and 1236 depar-
tures during December lb'J'.t.

We notice that apupil of the Sisters of Mercy School at New-
town, Hoy fiirling-Hutcher, qualified for a scholarship at the recent
examination of the Victoria College at Wellington. We understand
that he was the only candidate presented for the examinationfrom
the Catholic schools within the Unhersity district.

A decision recently given by Mr. Burgess, S.M.,atPembroke!
upset* the preconr>ei\ed idea that a sheep worrier can only bejustifiably killed when caught ia the act of killing a sheep. The
magistrate, in efffct, held that if a dog can be proved to be a
worrierit can bekilled anywhere andat any time.

Tun formation of the Heriot-Edievale section of the Tapanui
branch railway, a distance of six miles, will be commenced nextmonth Thpcompleting of this portion of the will makeEdievalethe temporary terminus. It has not yet been definitely decidedwhat the next otage will be,

B\kley-(;i:\ss threatens Canterbury; dog-daisy and ragwort
Taranaki. The two last-mentioned pests are spreading withgreat
rapidity over the Taranaki province. There is no doubt chat ifstringent im ansare not taken todestroy thesenoxious weeds before
seeding it will not bo long ere good productive pastures will be
turned into wabte laml.

The Southland Xt ir.i reports that the fall in the value of woo*compare! with the prices rulingat the January sales in Invercar"
gill lust year represents fully £2 10s per bale. There wereclose on
«>")00 bales offeredat Tuesday's sale, and if these had been all soldthepecuniary loss to growers would have been £16,2.10. A quan-tity waspassedin for next sale, by which time sellersexpect a rise
will occur.

VeryRf\. Tathek Lane, of the LowerHutt,Wellington, is toleaveon the 2-it'i hist for a trip to the Home countries. Father Lanehas been is years in the Colony, l.> of which have been epent by
him in the Hutt parish. Father Lane's numerous friends all over
the Colony hope that he will haveanenjoyable time of it during
his absence. Ir is understood that he is to be accompanied by the
Rev. Father Ainsworth.

The returns for the four-weekly period ended December 8 show
that the revenueof the NorthIslandsection of therailways was £33,
73(>,aTdinst-C H '.)Sl for thecorresponding-periodof189D, while for theMiddjlslandth> figures were £7 7,:r>3and £70,736 respectively. The
expenditure on the North Island sections amounted to £34,216, or
71-88 per cent, of revenue earned ;while on the Middle Islandsections the figures were £2\)~jß, or 6.3-38 per oent.
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be done in the future— all these Professor Shahan regards as signi-
ficant signs of the times.

Whether the view that the trend of the ape is away from
monarchy be accurate or mistaken, it cannot be denied that the
nations are becoming more democratic, and in view of that fact theconclusion to be druwn from a study of the religious work of thecentury, that the Church thrives best inan atmosphereof freedomis so important that it should be carefully bornein mind by boththe clergy and laity. In the early part of the century at leastCatholics on the Continent had a dread of democraticrule TheFrench Revolution was so violent and no devastating that its effectswere keenly felt tor many a year. Without warning or preparationlands, revenue", ancient privilege*, rights,authority.customs, ad-ministration, and teaching were swept away. The unity with theSee of Peter was broken. Nearly fifty thousand priests were castout of their places,and the consciences of millions of Frenchmen
suffered untoldagonies. £uch incidents could notbut fill the mindsof the French clergy with the impression that the exercise ofauthority by the democracy would be uncompromisingly hostile toreligion. Morerecently, however, the priests of France have beenrecognising that the greatest hindrance to the Church is notdemocratic rule, but the absence of individual freedom— freedomfor ecclesiastics as well as for the laity to assert their legitimate
power indirecting the destinies of the country. Andas in France,
ho elsewhere ; the only serious obstacle to Catholic progress i.s anyrestrictions upon freedom which damp individual zeal andinitiative.
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Myebb and Co., Dentists, Octagon, corner of George street
They guarantee highest class work at moderate fees. Theirarti-
ficial teeth give generalsatisfaction, and the factof them supplying
a temporarydenturewhile the gums are healing does away with
the inconvenienoe of beingmonths without teeth. They manufao-
ture a Bingle artificial tooth for Ten Shillings, and sets equally
moderate. The administrationof nitrous-oxide gas is also agreat
boon to those needing the extractionof a tooth. Read advertise-
ment.— m
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