
(From our own correspondent.)
tv r, , January 17.Iho \ t-ry Rev. Father Boyle,CM., of Sydney, ia at present inAuckland, and preached an excel!, nt and practical (discourse to alarge conurc^ ition hut Sunday e\enin<rat St Patrick's.St. Benedict'sparochial schoolus beingpushed onby the contrac-tor. The. piico is -E.L'O and it is hoped it maybe ready for the

openingof the school term.
The local collection in aid of th<) Stoke Defence Fundhas beensuccessful, and the amount,obtained will be lorwarded this week tothe Key.Father O'Shea, Wellington. The donors in this instancegave most cheerfully.
Sub-Inspector Wilson left here far Wellington last Sunday towhere he has been tran-ferred. During his stay here he wontheapprobation of all cla?«e4 of the community, particularly thoseunder his charge, by his uniform kindnessand consideration InChurch mattere Mrs. Wilson lent invaluable assistance,
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,>SeW (iiHtrict president of the New Zeiland district of theK.A.L.H.S. isBio. Daniel Flynn. He waselected and duly installedat the ordinary weekly meeting of the district executive lastMon-day evening. The choice is a deservedly popular one, as thenewpresident isknown personally to manyHibernians throughout

the Colony. s_ A verydisastrousfire, in which £1)0,000 was sacrificed, occurredm themercantile portion of this city early last Sunday morning-Ihegreat loss is attributed to the antiquatedapplianceswith whichour fire brigade ia equipped. Thia is the third or fourth costlywarninggiven to our civic authorities,but they cling with tenacityto themethods of our forefathers.
*

The committee set up by the local branch of the Hibernianbociety to consider the renovations necessary for their lately-acquired hall, the Catholic Institute,met last evening, and afteralongdiscussion one of the designs sent inby the architect Mr TMahoney, was chosen, and Bro.P.J. Nerheny was directed to c'on^suit the architect and call ior tenders. The design is a fine oneand the hall, when completed, will be a credit to the Society.
'

bt. Patrick's Day oekbr.ition committee met last Sunday
afternoon in the Mariet Brothers' schoolroom, theRight Rev MerO Reilly being in the ohair. The Rev. Fathers Darby andO'Hara'from St Benedicts, and a representative gathering werealso pre-sent. Mr. J. B. Stead was elected general secretary and Mr POKane sports'secretary. The secretaryannounced that theDomainLncket Ground had been secured for Saturday, March 16. Theeport s committee were chosen and requested to meet and considerwhatamount of prize money was required and to report the same tothenext general meetingof the committee.The Bub-committee appointed by St. Patrick'sparishionersat a
meeting held last Sunday week, consisting of the Right Rev.Mer.O Reilly and Messre P.Dignan, P J. Nerheny, W. Regan, and M.J.bneahan, to consult with Mr T. Mahoney,architect, concerning thecompletion of die Cathedral,met that gentleman last Friday after-noonat theCathedral. His LordehiptheBishopaleo attended. The
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The Marist Brothers' retreat conclude! on Thursday morningRev. bather Ainsworth returned from the West Coast onThursday.
Of the Sixth South African Contingent now in camp here62 members paradedfor Mass in St.Josephs Church last Sunday.Prominent on the list of New Zealanders who recently calledon the Agent-GeneralInotice the names of theYen. ArchdeaconDevoy and the VeryKey. DeanCarew.The annual picnic given to the children of St. Joseph'sOrphanage was held this year at Island Bay. The inmates wereconveyed to the suburb in drags and spent a very pleasant day
The arrangementsinconnection with theMaristBrothers' OldBoys Association picnic are oomplete and a satisfactorygathering

is anticipated. Donations of trophies for thesports havebeen freely
made by themembers.

FathersMahoney and O'Reilly returned from their tour in theWanganui and New Plymouth districts on Wednesday. A con-siderable portion of their travels was accomplishedon their bicycles,lathers Clancy and Bowden returned from theMarlborough Soundslast night. On their tour they were accompanied byFatherFayof Blenheim.
Considerable time was lost by the pupils when the conventschool wasbeing re-built atPalmerstonNorth lastyear andon thataccount the Bchool was re-opened after the Christmas holidays some-what earlier than usual. Work was resumed onMonday last andthe examination by theGovernment Inspector postponed from lastyear will be heldnext month.
What was generally accepted as the decision of the CathedralCommittee re the site for the proposednew building was altered atameeting heldon Wednesday evening,and instead of erecting thecathedral inBuckle street the originalproposal to build in Bouloottstreet will be adhered to. The architect, Mr. Petre, submittedplans suitable for the two sites, and after lengthy considerationtheexecutive committee decided as stated. Necessary preliminariesforthe laying of the foundation stone were begun on the followingday. *

DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND.

the early nineteenth century, as that of John Howardwill be with that of the eighteenth. And yefc solate as September 15, 1853, the London Timesdeclared that 'the prison of Birmingham was the theatreof scenes which filled the public with horror andaffright. Facts which, if described by Dickens, would beregarded as a piece of romance, actually occurred in one of
the prisons in IS.">3.' Milder and gentler modes of prison
treatment were, however, unitormiy adopted in time.fVbolie fnnntripß wpvo thp pioneer* of t,ho reforming- and
gentler system of treatment of criminals. We neecfonlyrefer in passing to the labors of St. Vincent de Paulamong the galleys of Bayonne, Marseilles, and Bordeaux.Several congregations of religious of both sexes havebeen long instituted for the care of criminals : theBrothers of St. Joseph, the Lazarist Fathers, the Sisters ofthe Good Shepherd, the Sisters of Mary and Joseph,
etc. In Austria female criminals, instead of being
sent to prison, are placed under the care of religious.More than two and a half centuries ago Pope Innocent X.laid inRome the foundations of the first greatmodel prison—

the'Carceri Nuove'— which Howard, the great Britishphilanthropist, declared, more than a century later, to be
one of the bestregulated establishments of the kind that hehad seen. Pope Clement XL (who reignedfrom 1700 to1721) founded the famous reformatory for juvenile offen-ders which |ia the model of those that are in existence ineverycivilised country at the present day. Pope ClementXII. (1730-1740) extended the system to female delin-quents. William Smith,Gem-beer, and other authoritieson the history of prison discipline show how the systemwhich originated with the Popes spread to Milan,Belgium,
andAmerica.

InDie same \\a\ C.itholie countries led the way in the
establishment of reformatory penalcolonies

—
the Portuguese

and Spaniards in their settlements in Africa, aiuf theFrench in Guiana, under the care of the Jesuit Fathers and
the Sisters of Charity of St. Vjnchnt de Paul. Thewhole history of prison systems lias, perhaps,nothing which
can e(]ual inhorror the cynic cruelties and nameless horrors
of British transportation to Australia,Tasmania, and Nor-folk Island. It endured like a lonij aurony from 17H7 till
the permanent abolition of this mode of disposing of thecriminal population of the Pwitish Isles in 1S(?S. Its
abolition— which was in a -jreat measure due to the ceaselessefforts of two distinguished Catholic ecclesiastics— Dr.ru.ATHORNK, Vicar-General of Sydney, and Bishop Wjll-
sox. of Tasmania— terminated what was probably the most
cruel and shot kiii» penal system of the nineteenth century.

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS
Subscribers are entreatedto forwardthe amounts due

by them at tbe earliest possiblemoment. The amounts
dueby individualsubscribersarenotconsiderable,but taken
together they amount to a verylargesum. Themany calls
thatwehave to meetmike it imperativeon us to greatly
reduce the amount of indebtedness of our subscribers
We therefore ask those whohave receivedaccounts to wipe
off their indebtedness to us before the close of the dying
century. This willbe a suitable mode of celebratingthe
parting of the nineteenth, and the beginning of the
twentiethcentury.

MARIST BROTHERS' FUND

Wk have received and duly forwarded to the Rev. Treasurer(Father O'Shea, Bouloott street, Wellington) the following sum in
aidof the fun \ being orgmiaed to reimburse the MaristBrothers,
late of Stoke, theheavy financial outlay which they have been com-
pelled to undergo in their necessary defence during the recenttrials

—
James Watterson, Oamaru, r>s.

18

Studies will be resumed on February I.itSt. Francis Xaviers
Academy, Arlington street, Wellington. The school course com-
prises every branchof a high-class English education, with French,
Latin, book-keeping, and all kinds of plain and art needlework,
vocal andinstrumental music,painting, etc.— „%

The schools in connection with the Monastery of the SacredHeart,Christchurch, andconducted by the Sisters of Our Lady of
the Missions will re-open on January 28. The educational course
comprises, besides a careful religious and moral training, the
various branches of a sound Euglish education, together withFrench, shorthand, typewriting, needlework, music (vocal andin-
strumental), drawing,painting, etc.

—
+%
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