'fhmday, b { annary 17, 1901.]

attitude throughout the trial was incorrect is & matter of notoriety,
and the restrained but severe strictures passed on him by the Age
are well deserved. ¥rom the beginning he took on himself to con-
sider that Coningham (who bad the daily advice of three lawyers)
was not represented by counsel. On this ground he constituted
himeelf an unbriefed advocate of the petitioner, and seemed, to the
eye of the mau in the strect, to become far too warmly attached to
the interests he wae defending to keep his head clear for hia duties
as & judge.’
THE ‘MONTTOR'

(Launceston) saya in ite issne of Pecember 21 :—

‘1t has often been the case, sad (v say, that men of the most
honorable and eaintly character have had to answer false charges of
this description. Vile persons for their own base and sordid
putposes have often brought accnsations agsinat their fellow-
oreatures which they have afterwards retracted and for which from
their deathbeds they have done their best to make reparation,
Away back in the early centuries of Christian history such a charge
was levelled against Bt. Athanasius, and the woman of that early
period has had imitators more or less base in every century that has
since passed. The vindication of St, Athanasias was full and com-
Pplete, and 0, too, we feel confident, will be the vindication of the
accused in the present case. , . .

‘Consider the circumatances of this extraordinary suit. The
ﬁeﬁiﬁonor was one Arthur Coningham, a cricketer and chemist.

in wile, who before her marriage fell from virtue st the early age
of 17, and who snbeequently posed as a widow and wore widow's
woeds in Brisbane, where her mother kept the barrack * canteen,”
alleged that the Rev. Dr, O'Haran, Administrator of Bt Mary's
Cathedral, Sydney, misconducted himseif with her at the cathedral
and in the buildings adjacent thereto throughout a lengthened
period, and ander circumatances whish rendered detection almost a
matter of certainty, In adivorce case the reapondent cannot be
oompelled to give evidence on behalf of the petitioner; but
in this suit we find the wife a willinpg and most anxious
witnese to prove her own dishonor and her own shame.
‘We often hear it laid down in our own courts of law that prosti-
tutes, when asked fo teetify as to matters which do not concern
chastity or honor, may be believed, but ip this case we see a wife
roduced as a witnees, and produced, too, by her husband, to tell in
Eis interest and for his advantage the story of his alleged dishomor
and of her own base shame, This is a circumatance that excites &
grave suspioion. Most women with a grain of salf-respect would,
if they fall, shrink from a confession of their dishomor, and eape-
cially from a confession made in open court before crowded
sudience, and in reply to questions put.by their husbands, And
this is not all. The husband and wife ocenpied the same room even
after the legal proceedings had commenced. He paid the bill for
their board and lodging. They were apparently friendly. Nay, he
aven nursed and fondled the child that he sought by his divorce
suit to brand with bastardy. Is that the conduct of & man who
really believed in his wife's infidelity, and was anzions to securs
divorce from her ! Coningbam and his wife were found upon very
intimate torma before the court opened, When the case began, we
find that the wife, instead of ineisting a8 she legally could mpon
being silent as to her awn shawme, not only puts in no defence
of condonation, which would be legally and properly open to her
under the circumstances, but comes into court and unblushingly, at
the request of her husband, tells a atory which no self-respecting
womsan could relate, The whole thing stinks in the nostrils of all
deoent people, The husband pretends to be injured beyond the
utmost value of all the pills he could sell during his lifetime, or
the money he could make by bowling balls, and yet the only wit-
ness be oalls to prove the wrong done to him is the wife of his
bosom, who is ready to answer all his questions as to her own
allegad dishonor—so ready indeed as to justify the presumption that
queation and answer wera sll arranged before the farce was gone
through in court. Mr, Want, Q.C., the able counsel! who conducted
ﬁ:i defence plainly put it to the jury that the case was of black-

L . .

‘ Upon the evidencs the verdict should have gone in favor of
Dr, O'Haran, The only witness for the petitioner was his wife.
Her evidence wna contradicted in peariy every particular, not
marely by Dr, O'Haran, but by independent witnesses, She swore
that Dr, O'Haran was with her on July 3 for three quarters of an
hour whilst a procession was taking place in the Cathedral ; that
the eacristan, Langton, was showing her out when Dr. O'Haran left
tbe church and came with her instesd. Langton—who also pwore
tbat Mre. Coningham tried to get at him over the case—declared her
whole story regarding July 3 to be an abeoluta fabrication, His
Eminence Cardinal Moran swore that on that partioular night Dr,
O’Haran was never abeent for five or 10 minntes from his side
during the devotions, Mrs. Coningham swore that on June 29 Dr,
O'Haran was with her at St. Mary's between seven and eight o’elock,
whilst four or five respectable witnesses, ladies and gentlemen,
tentified that on that vory night, and daring the hours named, Dr,
O'Haran was with them at a small social party in a suburb some
eight or ten miles outside of Sydney. It passes our comprehension
to explain how any jury could after such contradiction believe one
word the woman swore,’

CATHOLICS ON OATH.

A PROTEST.

Tar disgraceftil efforts made to influence the jury in the
8ydn ey divoree case by a shocking misvepresentation of the Catholic
dostrine of abaclution, slicited the following protest from the priests
of the city and suburbs in meeting assembled :—

*We, the priests of the city of Sydney and suburbs, in public
meeting sssembled, do hersby protest againat the founl calummnies
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and viie insinuations regarding Catholic doctrines snd practices
which have been reported in the public Press of the ccluny within
the past few weeka.

‘1. We earnestly protest again-t the falsc anl malicious insinua-
tlon that Catholics, who confers “heir sins to o priest in the sacred
tribunal of penance, and who receive sb-olution, way alterwards,
in s court of justice, troly swear they never commitred these sin,
Thia charpge we declare to be utterly false and defaruatury, and in
flagrant opposition to the teachinps of the Catholic Church, The
Catholic Church teaches that, though God in His great mercy,
Jorgives the sinner when he sincerely reponta atilt for all fime it
will be true to say he had committed that mnful act ; and to rwear
he had not committed it, beeause God had pardoned him, wonld ba
a disgraceful act of perjury and a heinous crime,

‘2, We, also, emphatically protest against the vile and
slanderous insinuation that, whereas non-Christions are to he
believed when testifying on oath, no such credence is to be given to
the eworn testimony of Catholics when the reputation of their
priests, or the interemts of their Church, are in question. This
dastardly ineult we regard as a shameful libel on the honor and
veracity of our Catholic people,

* While deeming it onr duty to make this solemn proteat, we
willingly bear testimony to the kindly feeling manifested by the
great majority of our non-Catholic fellow-volomsts, in reference to
the above insinuations, Signed on bebaif of the clergy,

‘I, I, CarnoLL, V.G,

Diocesan PRews.

ARCHDIOCESE OF WELLINGTON.

(From our own corrcspondent.)
January 12,

The retreat of the Sisters of Mercy was closed on Thursday.

Bro. Mark has for some time been in indifferent health and {s
going to spend a short holiday in Australia.

Father Ainsworth is due from the West Coast next week,
He and Father Lane leave for Home riz Sydncy on February 2,

For the reposo of the aoul of the late Professor Clarke a Solemn
Requiem Mass is to be celebrated in St Mary’s Church, Guilford
Terrace, on Monday next,

The Rev. Father McCarthy, inspector of Catholie schools in the
archdiocese of Melbourne, is visiting thia Colony. He proceeds
shortly to Christchurch,

Father Chervier has so far recovered from
serious illness as to be able to travel,
accompanied by Father James Goggan.

It is definitely decided that the foundation stone of the now
Cathedral wiil be laid by Cardinal Moran on Yebruary 3. Hia
Eminence is expected to leave Sydney ou the 26th inst, and is dne
here on the 31st.

The Women's Branch of the LA ¢ B.S, has lo-t the cervices of
ita euergetic and popular secretary, Miss N, Dwyer, who is leaving
Weilington. At the last meeting of the Society Ler resignation was
aocepted with regret,

Bro. John, Provincial of the Marist Brothers in Aastralasia for
the past 26 years, has been appointed Brother-as-istant at the head
!éouiae of the Order in Lyona, He leaves shortly to take up his new

uties.

The Ven., Archdeacon Devoy left London for Irclund in the
early part of December. He writes that he and Pean Uarew are
well and that during their stay in London they met many New
Zealand friends who are holding their own in the reat metropolis,
He wan looking forward with pleasure to his vidit to the Old Land,
where he intended spendiag three or four months,

The Sacred Heart Church at Thorndon ir a-suming & finished
appearance, and the contractor confidently expects to have the
building completed by the opening day. 'the tifticulty of procor-
ing dry kmari io lengths suitable for the wats i, causing Mp,
Hanghey, the sub-contractor, some auxiety. but he, too, is confident
that the opening day will find him ready, The choirs of the three
churches, combined for the occasion, are assiduously working at
Hagdn's Imperial Mass, and the rehearsals <how that thev are
determined to do their part in a manner befitting the ctzremon}.

DIOCESE OF GHRISTEHURCH.

his recent wvery
He is now visiting Blenheim,

(From our own correspondent.)

January 14,

The health of the Very Rev. Dean Chorvic r, 8. M, of Leeston,
hae so far improved as to enable him, accompanied by the Rev,
Father Goggan, to go to Blenheim for o change. In their absence
the Very Rev. Father Ginaty officiated at Leenton on Bunday.

The Very Rev, Father Le Menant des Chesnain, .M., V@&, ia
conducting a retreat for the Sisters of Mercy at Lyttelton. The
Bisters of Our Lady of Missions commenced their annual retreat ab
the convent, Barbadoes street, on Friday last, Itis being condudted
by the Rev, Father Henry, MSH. The Rev. Dr, Kennedy,
%Ilfg:i iti is understood, is acting in a simiiar capacity at Mount

ala,

Mr. Kilburn Heron, of Melbourne, sang the tenor scloa in the
' Agnus Dei’ and Sanotns of @Gounod's Messe Solenelle in the Pro-
Cathedral at High Mass on Sunday. Atthe offertory ha gavea very
fine rendering of ‘Cujus Animam’ from Rossini's ‘Stabat Mater.'
There was a crowded congregation at Vespers in the evening when
the Rev, Father Henry, M.B.H., preached an impressive discourse
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