
and vile insinuations regarding Catholic doctrines end practiceswhichhave been reported in the publicPress of the coluuy withinthepast few weekc.
'1. We earnestly protestagainst the falar andmalicioun insinua-

tion that Catholicp, who confess *,beir sma to » j,ne>-t in the t-acredtribunal of penance, and who receive ab-olution, may afterwards,in a court of justice, trnly swear they never committed these sins.This charge we declare tobe utterly false and defamatory, and inflagrantopposition to the teachings of the Catholic Church. The
Catholic Church teaches that, though God in His great mercy,forgivc3 the sinner when he «i*ieer«»ly rpp«nt« «HU for all timo itwillbe true to say he had committed that sinful act ;and to swear
he had not committed it,because God hid pnrdoTipd him, wouldbe
a disgraceful act of perjury andaheinous crime.

1 2. We, also, emphatically protest against the vile andslanderous insinuation that, whereas non-Chri.stiins are to bebelieved when testifying onoath,no such credence is tobe given tothe sworn testimony of Catholics when the reputation of theirpriests,or the interests of their Church, are in question. This
dastardly insult we regard as a shameful libel on the honor and
veracity of ourCatholicpeople.'While deeming it our duty to make this solemn protest, wewillingly bear testimony to the kindly feeling manifested by the
great majority of our non-Catholic fellow-colonists, in reference tothe aboveinsinuations. Signed on behalf of the clergy,'

J. J. Carroll, V.G.

Diocesan News.
ARCHDIOCESE OF WELLINGTON.

(Fromour owncorrespondent.)
January 12.

The retreatof theSisters ofMercy wasclosed onThursday.Bro. Markhas for some time beeninindifferent healthand ia
going tospend a short holiday inAustralia.Father Ainsworth is due from the West Coast next week,
He and FatherLaneleave for HomeviaSydney on February 2.For the repose of the soul of the late Professor Clarke a SoiemnRequiem Mass is to be celebrated in St Mary's Church, GuilfordTerrace, onMonday next.

The Rev.Father McCarthy, inspector of Catholic schools in thearohdiocese of Melbourne, is visiting this Colony. He proceedsshortly toChristchurch.
Father Chervier has so far recovered from his recent veryserious illness as to be able to travel. lie is now visiting BlenheimaccompaniedbyFather James Goggan.
It is definitely decidedthat the foundationstone of the newCathedral will be laid by Cardinal Moran on February 3. HiaEminence is expected to leave Sydney ou the JUth inst. and is duehere on the 31st.
The Women's Branchof theII.AC B.S.has10-t thp services ofits energetic and popular secretary, Mibs X. Dwyt-r, whois leaving-Wellington. At the last meetingof the Societyher resignation waaaocepted withregret.
Bro. John,Provincialof the MaristBrothers in Australasia forthepast 26 years,has been appointedBrother-as-iatantat the headhouse of the Orderin Lyons. Heleaves shortly to takeup his newduties.
The Yen. Archdeacon Devoy left London for Ireland in theearly part of December. He writes that he and Dean Carew arewell and that during their stay in London they met many NewZealand friends whoare holding their own in the jjre.'-tmetropolisHe was looking forward with pleasure to hid visit to the Old Land'wherehe intended spending three or four months*.

'
The Sacred Heart Church at Thorndon in assuming a finishedappearance, and the contractor confidently expects to have thebuilding completed by the opening day. The difficulty of procur-ing dry kauri in lengths suitable for the wata in causing Mr.Haughey, thesub-contractor, someanxiety,but he, too. is confidentthat the opening day will find him ready. The choirs of the threechurches, combined for the occasion, are assiduously working- atHaydn's Imperial Mass, and the rehearsals show that they aredetermined todo their part in a manner befitting the ceremony.

DIOCESE OF CHRISTCHURCH.

attitude throughout the trial was incorrect is a matterof notoriety,
and the restrained but severe strictures passedon him by the Age
are well deserved. From thebeginning be took on himself to con-
sider that Coningham (who had the daily advioeof three lawyers)
was not represented by counsel. On this ground he constituted
himßelf an unbriefed advocate of thepetitioner,and seemed, to the
eyeof the manin the street,to become far too warmlyattached to
the interestshe was defending to keephitheadclear for his duties
as a judge.'

TRR
'

MOTJTTOR
'

(Launoeston)says in its issueof December21:
—

"Ithas often been the case, sad toBay, that menof tho most
honorableandsaintlycharacter have had toanswer false charges of
this description. Vile persons for their own base and sordid
purposes have often brought accusations against their fellow-
oreatures whiohthey haveafterwards retracted and for which from
their deathbeds they have done their best to make reparation.
Away baok in theearly centuries of Christian history such a charge
was levelled against St. Athanaßius, and the womanof that early
periodhas had imitators moreor less base ineverycentury thathas
sinoe passed. The vindication of St.Athanasius was full andcom-
plete,andso, too, we feel confident, will be the vindicationof the
accused in thepresent case. . . ._ 'Consider the circumstances of this extraordinarysuit. The
petitioner was one Arthur Coningham, a cricketer and chemist.
His wife, who beforeher marriage fell from virtue atthe early age
of 17, and who subsequently posed as a widow and wore widow's
weedsinBrisbane, where her mother kept thebarrack

" canteen,"
alleged that the Rev. Dr. O'Haran, Administrator of St. Mary's
Cathedral,Sydney,misconducted himself withher at the cathedral
and in the buildings adjacent thereto throughout a lengthened
period,andunder circumstanceswhiohrendereddetection almost a
matterof certainty. In a divorce case the respondent cannot be
compelled to give evidence on behalf of the petitioner; butin this suit we find the wife a willing and most anxious
witness to prove her own dishonor and her own shame.
We oftenhear it laid down in our own courts of law that prosti-
tutes, when asked to testify as to matters which do not ooncern
chastity or honor, may be believed,but in this case we see a wife
produced asa witness,and produced, too,by her husband, to tellin
his interest and for his advantage the story of his alleged dishonorandof her ownbase shame. This is a circumstance that excites a
gravesuspicion. Moat womenwith a grain of self-respect would,
if they fall, shrink from a confession of their dishonor,andespe-
cially from a confession made in open court before crowded
audienoe,and in reply to questions put.by their husbands. Andthis is not all. Tke husbandand wife occupied the sameroomeven
■Jterthe legalproceedings had commenced. He paid the bill for
theirboardand lodging. They were apparently friendly. Nay, he
even nursed and fondled the child that hesought by his divorce
suit to brand with bastardy. Is that the conduct of a man who
really believed in hia wife's infidelity, and was anxious to secure
divorcefrom her ? Coningham and his wife were found uponvery
intimate terms before the court opened. When the case began, we
find that the wife, instead of insisting as she legally could npon
being silent as to her own shame, not only puts in no defenceof condonation, which would be legally and properly open to her
under the circumstances, but cornea intocourt andunblushingly, at
the request of her husband, tells a story which no self-respecting
womancould relate. The whole thing stinks in thenostrils of all
decent people. The husband pretends to be injured beyond the
utmost value ofall the pillshe oould sell during his lifetime, or
the moneyhecould make by bowling balls,and yet the only wit-
nesshe calls to prove the wrong done to him is the wife of hisbosom,who is ready to answer all his questions as to her own
allegeddishonor

—
so ready indeed as to justify thepresumptionthat

question andanswer were all arranged before the farce was gone
through incourt. Mr. Want, Q.C., the able counsel who conducted
the defence plainly putit to the jury that the case was of black-
mail. . .

1Upon the evidence the verdict should have gone in favor of
Dr.O'Haran. The only witness for the petitioner was his wife.
Her evidence was contradicted in nearly every particular, not
merelyby Dr.O'Haran, but by independent witnesses. She swore
thatDr.O'Haran was with her on July 3 for three quarters of anhour whilst a procession was taking place in theCathedral ;that
the sacristan,Langton, wasshowingher out when Dr.O'Haran left
the ohurch andcame with her instead. Langton

—
whoalso swore

thatMrs.Coningham tried toget athim over the case
—

declaredher
whole story regarding July 3 to be anabsolute fabrication. His
Eminence CardinalMoran swore that on thatparticular night Dr.O'Haran was never absent for five or 10 minutes from his side
during the devotions. Mrs.Coningham swore that onJune 29 Dr.
O'Haran was withher at St.Mary'sbetweensevenandeight o'clock,
whilst four or five respectable witnesses, ladies and gentlemen,
testified thaton that varynight,and during the hours named, Dr.
O'Haran was with themat a small social party in a suburb some
eight or tenmiles outside of Sydney. Itpasses our comprehension
toexplainhow any juryoouldafter such contradiction believe onewordthe womanswore.'

CATHOLICS ON OATH.

(From our owncorrespondent.)
January11.

The health of theVery Rev. Dean Chervur, S.M,of Leeston,has so far improved as to enable him, accompanied by the Rev.Father Goggan, to go to Blenheim for a change. In their absencethe Very Rev.Father Ginaty officiatedat Leeaton onSunday.The Very Rev. Father Le Menant deß Chesnaii", S.M., VG., iaconducting a retreat for the Sisters of Mercy at Lyttelton. TheSisters of Our Lady of Missions commenced their annualretreat atthe convent, Barbadoesstreet,on Friday last. Itis beiug condut tedby the Rev. Father Henry, M.SH. The Rev. Dr. Kennedy,S.M.,it is understood, is acting in a similar capacity at MountMagdala.
Mr. Kilburn Heron,of Melbourne, sang the tenor solos in theAgnusDei

'
and Sanotus of Gounod's Messe yolenelle in the Pro-Cathedral at High Mass onSunday. Attheoffertory he pavea veryfine rendering of 'Cujus Animam' from Rossini's 'StabatMater.1There was a crowdedcongregation at Vespers in the evening whenthe Rev. Father Henry, M.S.H., preached animpressive discourse

A PROTEST.

Th« disgraceful efforts made to influence the jury in the
Sydn ey divorce caseby ashockingmisrepresentationofthe Catholic
dootrineof absolution,elicited thefollowingprotestfromthepriests
of thecity andsuburbsin meeting assembled :—: —

4 We,thepriestsof the city of Sydney and suburbs, in public
meeting assembled, do hereby protest against the foul calumnies
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