
CFrom our owncorrespondent.)

The New Year and century were ushered in veryquietly inTimaru. With the exception of a few rookets and colored lights
from the shipping and a well-sustained discharge of Chinesecrackers from juveniles who should have been in bed, there waslittledisplay throughout the towntomark the deathof theold year
andcenturyand birthof the new.

There was a large congregation at the Church of theSaoredHeart,when the Rev. Father Tubman celebrated High Mass at
midnight. The choir BangLaHache's Mass, MissNellieEgan pre-
siding at theorgan.

On New Year's Day Timaruwasenfete. The SouthCanterbury
Caledonian Society held their annual sports meeting at theirgrounds,PotitiPoint,over4000 peoplebeing present. The different
items on theprogramme came off verysuccessfully, with the excep-
tion of the Irish dancing. Itis to be regretted that every year
there is a screw loosein themanagement as far as this itemis oon-
cerned. On New Year's Day the jig was the only item of Irish
dance on theprogramme, and yetit was not competed for until the
end of the day, when fully three-quarters of the attendance had
left the ground. To use a Bporting expression,there is too much'scratch' business about the Irish dancing at these gatherings

—
scratch dancers,scratch costumes,scratch music, scratch spectators,
scratch management, scratch everything. It is high time thatthose whohavea say in the management and who take, or shouldtake,an interest inIrish dancing at these sports should see thatat
least the eventsare competed for before thegathering breaksup.

On the second day there was an improvement,yet one of thenicest exhibitions of Irish dancing at the meeting
—

a four-hand-
reel—came off when almosteveryonehad left the ground. If the
St Patrick's Day Sports Association put only the Scotch reel on
their day's programme and had it competed for when themeeting
was breakingup,Ido not think the management would be compli-
mented over the transaction. The judging, viewed from a daDcing
point of view, met with general approval. However, allowing
competitors to go on the platform '

anyhow
' as far as costume isconcerned,surely needsremedying. Thepracticeof pulling off the

coat is not at all fascinating. These preliminaries are not at all
necessary,and shouldbe put down by the judges. One competitor
wasdressed in a verybecoming costume

—
swallow-tailcoat, fancyvest,corduroy knee-breeches fastened with ribbons, grey stockings

andshoes,but his dancing wasof such a nondescriptcharacter that
his namedid not appear amongst the winners. His dress, however,
might becopiedwith advantage. Itis a pity that Irish dancing is
not placedon a better basis,someregulation costume decidedupon,
andmoreconsideration given tostyle and carriage.

The Rev.Father Tubman is at presentonavisit to theSouthern
Lakes. The Rev. FatherRegnault (Waimate)celebratedHigh Mass
andpreached on Sunday last andalso officiated at Vespers. Being
the first Sunday in the month the Blessed Sacrament wasexposed
for adorationduring the afternoon and in the evening wascarriedin procession around the church grounds, the various sodalities(theChildren of Mary, Altar Society, Aloysians and Hibernians),
the school children, congregation and choir bearing bannersandlightedcandles, takingpart under the direotionof theRev. FatherAubry.

The Rev.Dr.Kennedy,ofMeanee Seminary,is at presentstay-
ing in Waimate.

Madam Ryanof the Convent of the SacredHeart leftduring
the week for Sydney. General regret is felt at her departure-
Madam Ryan being associated with the Convent almost since itsestablishment here. Madam Ryan has leftmany proofsof her skill
as an artist amongst thembeing the beautifulbanner of the Hiber-nian Society which wasso much admired at the centenary proces-
sion recently held in Christchurch as to be pronounoed the best
banner in the procession. Miss Maggie Yenning accompanied
Madam Ryan and leaves here with the intention of joining thereligious of that Orderin Sydney.

Messrs. Walsb, MoGrath and C. Yenning, students atSt.Patrick'sCollege and Meaneeare atpresent visiting Timaru.

Wanted,everyone who has proved the worth of Tussicura to
recommendit to their friend.

—
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A little wonder is the Broadcast Patent Seed-sower sold by
Morrow, Bassett, and Co. For sowing turnip,rape, grassand clover
seed it has no equal, while for oate, wheat,and barley you have
only to seeit to know its value. A boycan work it. Sow fouracres
per hour, andany quantity up to six bushels per acre. Prioe only
ZUB.
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OnSunday, December23, some 40 childrenhad theinestimableblessing of receiving their first Holy Communion. The childrenassembled at the oonvent and marched inprocession to thechurchboth morning and evening— crowds of alldenominationsassemblingon the footpath to view the procession. In the evening FatherCooney, ofKumara, preachedanimpressivesermon to a large oon-gregation. Our little churoh was tastefully decorated for theChristmas festival, and our energetic pastor, Father Le Petit,labored willingly to permit of all his congregation receiving theBlessed Sacramenton that great day.
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being also present. During the evening a nice goldbraceletwaß
presented to Mias Kate Lonergan for her long and faithful services
to the choir, from whichshe wasnow reluctantlycompelled to sever
her connection. The prepent wasrichly deserved.

Rev. FatherKehoe has come back from his shortholiday, and
has renamed duties inhisparish ofParnell.

Last Friday evening a presentation of a parse of sovereigns
was made in St. Benedict's Schoolroom to the Misses Coffey, who
have so long and so ably conducted the school. His Lordship the
Bishop. Right Rev.Mgr. O'Reilly, andRev. Fathers Oillan, Darby,
andO'Hara, anda largegathering of theparishionerswerepresent.
An address was readby thehon. sec.of the Church Committee, Mr.
J. J.Daly. His Lordship referred to the excellent work done by
the Misses Coffey, and Father Gillan, in charge of the parish,
highly eulogised them. At the request of theBishop Mgr. O'Reilly
respondedonbehalf of the MissesCoffey, and thanked tkegenerous
donors for their handsome present andaddress.

Widespread pleasure was expressedwith the able leaderin the
Tablet of last week bearing upon the Stoke persecution. The
advice tendered to the Catholics to organise indefence of what they
possess is timely. No time should be lost in putting the plan into
operation; otherwise it will prove the old adage of locking the
stabledoor after the steedhag been stolen.

The collection now being made inSt.Patrick'sparish for the
Stoke Defence Fund promises well.

[This letter arrived toolate for insertion in our last issue.]
January 3.

PontificalHigh Mass wascelebratedin St. Patrick's Cathedral
by hisLordship theBishop immediately after midnight on January
1, Rev. Father Hills,S.M. (Wellington), being deacon; Rev.Father
O'Carroll, sub-deacon;Right Rev. Mgr. O'Reilly, assißtant-priest ;
Rev. Father Corcoran, master of ceremonies. The largechurch was
filled with adevoutcongregation, and quitealarge number received
HolyCommunion. The choir mustered instrong force,under Mr.
P. F.Hiscockß, and performed

'
VanBree's Mass.' Mr.H.Hiscocks

presidedat the organ. His Lordship,addressing the congregation,
said thatat the express command of the Holy Father they had all
assembledthere at that early hour of themorning to assist at the
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, and to weloome the dawn of the new
century./It was a living proof of their faith whichcaused them
to comein such large numbers at thehour of midnight. Itwas an
old saying that charity commences at home,and in thesaving of
their bouls that charity was well extended. They should all pro-
mise thatnight to look back uponthepast,and to blot out all that
wasnot worthyanddetermine for the future to lead goodandholy
lives.

Midnight Mass was also celebrated at St. Benedict'sbefore a
large congregation. Rev. Father Gillan was celebrant,Rev. Father
Darby deacon, Rev. Father O'Hara sub-deacon. A very large
number approached the Holy Table. The choir from St. John the
Baptist's Church,Parnell,under Misa Annie Lorrigan, ably rendered
1Weber'sMassin G.

Last Monday at St. Mary's Convent Chapel aSolemn Requinn
Masß wascelebrated for the repose of the soul of the late Monsignor
McDonald, it being the annivereay of his death. HisLordship the
Bishop was celebrant, Rev. Father Purton, 0.5.8., deacon, Father
Corcoran sub-deacon,Rev.Father O'Carroll master of ceremonies.
There were also present Right Rev. Mgr O'Reilly,and Very Rev.Dr.Egan,OS 8.,Rev.Fathers Hills, Darby,andO'Hara. Dr.Egan
presided at the organ, and was assisted in the choir by several of the
priests. The Sisters of Mercy and the children from St. Mary's
Orphanage werealsopresent.

Inconsequence of the branches of the H.A.C.B. Society not
beingunanimous in holding the annual meeting in Dunedin one
wek earlier the District Executive haa decided to hold it on
the datepreviously arranged.

The Right Rev.Mgr.O'Reilly presided at theannual distribu-
tion of prizes at St.Patrick's parochialschools, and presented the
following for good attendance:

—
First, Mary Sheahan; second,

Margaret Holland; third, May Greenan; and fourth, Mary
MoKenna.

—
The prizes won by thepupils at theHigh School,con-

ducted by theSisters ofMercy, were presentedby theRight Rev. Dr.
Linihan. There wasa large gathering of parents and friends of
thepupils, the schoolroom being crowded with visitors. The work
dineby thepupils, under the direction of the Sisters, during the
jeaf was displayed in one of the claes-rooms. An amount of ex-
cellently executed fancywork was displayed, the styles including
arrasene,applique, embroidery,point lace,and drawn thread work.
Several oil paintings done by the pupils were also shown, land-
"wpe?, flowers, and birds having been painted by the pupils on
canvas, wood,and tiles. The prizes this year were limited to a
silver medal for the highest aggregate number of marks for all
subjects, and the attendance prizes. The medal was wonby Kate
Rogers, of Standard VI., while the attendance prizes werewonby
Winifred Little, 1;Mabel Metcalfe, 2;Violet Locke,3 ;Gladys
Graham, 4 ; Lily Beeham, 5;Violet Speight, 6;and Madeline
Forbes, 8. During the afternoona number of musical items wererendered by the pupils, the following programme being gonethrough :—lnstrumental:

—
Instrumental duet, Misses Beehan, Rogers, Little,and

Locke;chorus,pupils;addreßS to the Bishop, readby Mißs Gladys
Foley; sextette, Misses Hartley, Metcalfe, McCabe, Brown,Foley,
andSpeight;choruses, pupils;recitation, Miss S. Graham ;quar-tette, Misses McMahon, Corley, Little, and Rogers;vocal duet,
Misses QuinnandGraham; song,Misses Beehan (2), Rist, Graham
(2), and Duffin;recitation,Miss Ricketts;gavotte, MissesForbes,
Foley, Little, Dunn, and Master White;vocal duet and chorus,
Misses Ormond, Beehan (2), Graham,Rist, andDuffin.

The MoCormiokHarvesting Machine Company built and sold
213,629 machinesin the seasonof1899. This is the greatestsale of
harvestingmachines evermadeby onecompany.

—
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