
Writing from Rome on the 10th November the Yen. Aroh-
deaoonDevoy says that he had just met the Rev.Father Kennedy,
ason of Mr. Kennedy of Greymouth. The young priest, who is
expected toarrivein the Colony about the beginning of February
to begin work in the Christohuroh diocese, was ordained in the
PropagandaCollege on AllSaints' Day.

While at Turin, Italy, the Yen. Archdeacon Devoy, Dean
CarewandFather Keogh visited the RoyalChapelbehind thehigh
altar in the Cathedral, and there saw the shrine containing the
Holy Winding Sheet. They aißo Baw the Palace Royal, thepaint-
ings and ceilings in which the Yen. Archdeaoon describes as'truly
magnificent.' They were at Milan on the Feast of St. Charles
Borromeoandhad thehappinessof celebrating their Masses in the
crypt, whichcontains thebody of the Saint and is the only place in
the Cathedral where Mass maybe said with the Roman rite.
Masses werecelebratedby the visitors in the Holy House of Loreto
whereall the treasures of the church were seen. At the time of
writing the Archdeaoonhadnohope of aprivate audiencewith his
Holiness, bat the threeexpeotedto be presented daringareception
of pilgrims about the middleof themonth.

To commemorate theclosing of the19th and the beginning of
the 20th oentury, his Graoe the Archbishop, by direction of his
Holiness thePope, oelebrated Pontifical High Mass at midnight in
St.Joseph'sChurch. The church contained one of the largest con-
gregations yet assembledthere. The VeryRev. Father Bower offi-
ciatedas assistant priest, and Fathers Moloney andClancy deacon
and subdeacon respectively. The three choirs of the oity united
for the oooasion and,considering there had not baen a practice of
the combination,gave a very fair rendering of Mozart's TwelfthMass,under Mr M.C,Rowe's oonduetorahip. The soloswere well
sang by Misses Sullivan, Bigg, and N. Drisooll, Messrs Bows,
Loughnan,andButcher. From the text, 'And the Word wasmade
Flesh and dwelt amengst us,' his Graoe preacheda shortsermon,
andshowedthatthe greatmysteryof the Incarnation was the very
baseof Christianity. His Graoe also explained that theobjects of
the special service were to thank Almighty God for theblessings
bestowedon theChurch during the century,and toask that those
blessings might continue, so that in the newoentury she should
progress evenmore markedly. Hecontrasted the progress of the
Churchand the worldin the 19th oentury. Man had,he said, made
itonewhichmust everbe regarded as a most marvellousage;he
hadannihilated space and controlled many of thenatural forces ;
but whileworking thesemarvels,howhad he faredspiritually ? He
citedthebloody wara of the middleand end of the oentury, His-
torycontained, he said, no like record, and the unwieldy armies
and navies of the nations were proofs that the world had
not progressed, but was actually drifting back to a barbarism
whereinnot moral suasion but brute force must be theruler. In
oonolusion,he exhorted all Catholics toBtand by theirChurch and
prayunceasingly that such a disaster might be averted.

DANNEVIRKE.

(From our own correspondent.)
December 28.

The devotionsinconnection with the Feastof Christmasbegan
with Midnight Mass, at which there was an exceptionally large
congregation. Inkeeping with the festive time the sanctuaryand
altars were decoratedwith greenery and flowers, while to the left
of St.Joseph's altar there was a faithful representationof thecrib
at Bethlehem. Mass was said by the Very Rev. Dean Kirk, who
afterwardsthankedhisparishioners for theirkindnessandco-opera-
tion during the year,andalso all thoseoutside the Church whohad
come forward, as several had done on this occasion, to assist the
ohoir. He then gaveashort instruction appropriateto the Feast.With regard to the music, the Herald's report was as follows :— "
The mußio

—
Mozart's 12th Mass

—
was exceptionally well renderedby a large choir, under the oonductorship of Mr. Holden,assistedby a small, but competent, orchestra,under theleadershipof Mr.J.L.Becks, the instrumentalists being Messrs. Hemus, Gilby, and

O'Hara (violins), Spackman (violin), Trussell (cornet), and C.Foster (flute). The soloists were Meadamea Pinches, Meehan,Labatt, Ahearn, Miss Dempsey, and Messrs Gellately, Pinches,Allen, Randall, Beasley, and McCullough, who interpreted the
beautifulparts with pronounced success. The offertory piece was"Adeste Fidelea

"
(Novello's). Mrs.Lloyd presided at the organ,

andacquitted herself admirably.
For the first time, the ohoir used thenewgallery situatedtothe left of the transept, whither the large organ of which we arethe fortunate possessors, has been removed. The change is a great

improvement,as theposition of the new gallery is better suited to
the acoustic properties of the ohurch. At the conclusion of theMass, themembers of the choir were invited to thepresbytery, andwere thereentertainedby DeanKirk.

DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND.

(From our owncorrespondent.)
January 3.

Mr P.Gleeson,of the Junction Hotel, has sold his property
hereandhas taken his family to Auckland. MrGleeson has been a
progressive townsmanand he will be greatlymissed. The Gleeson
family havebeen a greathelp to theCatholic Churchin this young
district,and, as amatter of fact, they area distinct loss toDanne-
virke. Inchoir mattersMr Gleeson's sons were a host in them-
selves. Mr Gleesondeserves credit for thesuperioreducationhehas
given his ohildren, and it is satistisfactory to Bee that they are
making good use of their opportunities. The ladies of the con*
gregationdidnot letMrs Gleeson leave without givingher a token
ofweirappreciationof theinterest taken by her inChurchmatters,
andonNew Year's morning they presented her, through the Rev.
FatherCahill, withthe accompanying address:

— 'We, theCatholic
ladies of the Dannevirke parish,offer you on your departurethis
pledge of our gratitude and esteem. Mr Gleeson and you have
beensingularly generous*and devotedto theprinciplesof faithand
fatherland, not only in Dannevirke, but inAuckland,Napier,and
Wellington. Your only daughter (now Mrs Treston), our dear
friend, wasalways the verysoul of our choir and a general favorite.
Toumay well feelproudof your manly sons. We too areproud of
them. Tomeet them is a pleasure to be remembered. With such
variedaccomplishments and such splendid opportunities they can
scarcely fail toprove themselvesworthyof theinspiring traditions of
the greatcolleges of the sons of St.Ignatius and of this progres-
sive Colony ofNew Zealand, and worthy also of the ancient name
of Gleeson and the Land of theCelt. Accept our heartfelt wishes
for your own and your family's welfare. May you delight in the
successes ofyoursons, in thehappinessof your daughter,andin the
mutual enjoyment of thatprosperity with which theAlmighty has
crowned your husband's labors. Andmay yourold age be a fore-
tasteof the peace of theblessed.'

Mr M.Gleeson, on behalf of his mother, thanked the donors,
andsaid the whole family wouldhave verypleasantreflections of
Dannevirke. They leftnext morning for Auckland.

The address was greatly admired as a work of art,and was
enolosed ina easemade of polishedrimu. Itwas the workof Miss
Flynn,of Hawera. a young lady who, in addition to many other
accomplishments, has acquired quite a reputation in the art of
painting.

Owing to ill-healthMrDan Hannan has sold his businessand
is booked for the OldCountry. His many friends here wishhim a
pleasantvoyage tothelandof his birthandasafereturn.

The timber industryhere is verybrisk atpresent. The order
listisheavy and themills arerunning athigh-pressure rate.

(From our own correspondent.)
December 27.

During theeve of theFeast of theNativity thepriests in the
city andsuburban churches were kept busily employedii the con-
fessionals up to a late hour,andit was very edifying to see suchlarge numbers approach the Holy Table at the early Masses on
Christmas Day. AtSt.. Patrick's Cathedral the earlier Masses weresaid by the Right Rev. Mgr.O'Reilly, and Rev. Father Corcoran
celebratedMass at nine o'clock, at which thechildren'schoir sang
verycreditably. At 10 o'clock theRev.FatherZainey,an Assyrian
pried,said Massaccording to the Easternrite in presence of a large
number of his countrymen. His Lordship the Right Rev. Dr.
Lenihao was present at the Cathedral at 11o'clock. The Right,Rev, Mgr.O'Reilly wascelebrant of the Macs;Rev. Father HillaS.M. (Wellington), deacon; Rev. Father Corcoran, eub-dnacon.
After the first Gospel theBishopbriefly addressedthe congregation,
andin the courseof a brief Bermon heartily thanked thepriests of
theCathedral for their labors during thepast year,and thepeople
for their hearty co-operation, without which it would have beenimpossible to have attained success. The choir, who were at all
times so willing toassist in making theservices bright andattrac-tive, and to the collectors for their great assiduity, he specially
thanked. The choir rendered, in good style. Haydn's 'ImperialMass,' under the baton of Mr. C. F, Hiscocks, Mr.Hartwellpre-
sidingat the organ. Vespers were Bungby theRev. Father Hills,
and theRight Rev. Mgr.O'Reilly preached on the

'
Nativity.' Pon-

tifical Benediction was given by his Lordship the Bishop,,Rev
Fathers Corcoran and O'Carroll being deacon and sub-deacon
respectively. The high altar was tastefully decorated under thesupervisionof Miss Gough.

St. Patrick's choir was entertained in St. Patrick's Hall on
Christmas evening by the Right Rev. Mgr. O'Reilly, the Bishop
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NELSON.

December 26.
(From our owncorrespondent.)

TheFeastof theNativity was ushered in by the celebrationofmidnight Mass by the Very Rev. Dean Mahony in the convent
ohapel which was very prettily decorated. In one corner of thechapel a crib was verynicely arranged. At the 8 o'clock Mass Very
Rev. Dean Mahony wasagain the celebrant, when there waß alarge
number ofcommunicants. At theHigh Mow, wliiUi v*a& celebratedby the Very Rev. Dr. Kennedy of Napier,DeanMahony preached anablediscourse on the Nativity. The choir deserve a meed of praise
for the finished manner in whioe they sangPalmer's Macsin B flat,
under theoonductorshipof Mr. L.Frank. Tho9e taking the lead-
ing parts were Mesdames A. P. Burns, Pratt, Maohin, Misses I.Prank (soprano),Kelley, andHyde (altos);Messrs. L.Frank andI.Soott, Gondell, Sirling-Butcher, Armrtrong. In the evening- devo-tions were held at 7.30 when Rossi's '

Tantum Ergo' was veryadmirably renderedby Messrs. L.Frank (tenor)andGirling-Butcher
(bass). Miss H.Scottpresided at the organ in her usual efficientmanner. The church was taetefnlly decorated by some of the
conventboarders. On the Gospel side of the altar were the words
in red onwhite ground

'
Gloriain exoelsisDeo' on the Epistle Bide'

Bt interra pax 'while the sanctuary, pulpit and thebody of thechurch werefestoonedwithgreeneryand flowers.The VeryRev. Dr. Kennedy is leaving for home to night afterhaving spenta very pleasantfortnight inNelsonbeing theguestofthe VeryRev. DeanMahony for that time.

WANGANUI.
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