
Henride Blowitz,theParis correspondentof theLondon Timei,
although of Jewish stock, is a devout Catholic, and strenuously
denies the recent rumor of his defection.

The Dukeof Norfolk wasunanimouslyselected at apreliminary
meeting of the Westminster City Councillors tobe the tirst Mayor
of Westminster.

Mr A. W. a'Beokett, the new president of the Institute ofJournalists, is a Catholic. He is a contributor to the well-known
paper. Punch, the editor of whichis also a Citholic.

Sir Cornelius Alfred Maloney, K.C.M.G. (Governor of the
Windward Islands),has been appointed Governor of Trinidad and
Tobago,in succession to Sir Hubert E. H.Jerningham, K.C.M.G.
Boththese distinguished servants of the Stateare Catholioe.

The death is announcedof Mr. W. F. Wakeman, Fellowof the
RoyalSociety of Antiquaries,Ireland. He was a friend and pupil
of the lateDr. Petrie, and almost the sole survivor of a famons
bandof antiquaries whoincluded amongstits membersSir William
Wilde and BishopsReeves andGraves.

Miss Bessie Macdonald, a Chicago girl, who has just been
married in Paris to BaronRudolph de Hirsch,anephewof the late
BaronHirssh, wasonce in theCarl Rosa Opera Company andalso a
leading soprano in the Grand OperaCompany at Chicago. When
she was only achild she was passionately fond of music, and her
training was completedby the best masters in Paris. Itwas here
she met the Baron's sister, and a close friendship was formed
between them. Miss Macdonald iaaCatholic.

It is officially announce! that Mr Charles Wilion,editor of the
New ZealandMail, and an ex-M.H.R. for Wellington Buburbe,hat
been appointed librarian in the General Assembly Library. Mr
Wilson is a Yorkshire man. After spending some time on theCon*
tinent he came ont to New Zealand, and was for some yean a
master at the Wanganui College. Later on he drifted into jour'
naliam,andeditednewspapers in various parts of theNorth Island.
About ten years ago he became editor of theNew ZealandMmil.
Heis a well-knownauthority onbooks,and somevery able reriewe
from his pen have appeared from time to time intheMail. He
possesses one of the best private librariesinWellington, andaahe
is well read and agenuine loverof bookshe should find himielf ia
congenial surroundings in theParliamentaryLibrary.

Once whenSir Charles Warren was a Captain of Sappers, he
wasin command of a small detachment in the South of England.
One morning a man was arraigned beforehim on a chargeof re*
fusing toobey orders, the offender being a man whohadrather a
goodopinion of himself, owing to the fact thathe hadonoebeen a
volunteer officer. 'Isee,' observed Warren sternly,

"
that you

refused tosweep out abarrack-room when ordered to doso by Ser-
geant Jones. What haveyou got to say ?

' 'Really,sir 'stammered
the accused,'you don't seem to be aware that Ihave held her
Majesty's Commission.' 'Iwasn't,'answered tbe other," but that
need not prev» nt you holiiog her Majesty'i broom-handle when
ordered todo ao by your superior.'

A prominentCatholic baronet sends M.A.P. the followingnote
of criticism and of interesting statistics :

—
Imust really take

exception(he writes) to a recent letter from a lady correspondent
of M.A.P., commenting on the so-called 'curious fact' that'dis-
tinguished converts to Rome marry very seldom into Roman
Catholic families,'andquoting the late LordBute as 'in this, at so
many other matters, the exception thatproves therule.' Pray let
me point out that the

'
rule

' is,in fact, exactly the contrary of
what the fair writer in M.A.P. implies, and that nearly everydis-
tinguished convert in thiscountry has married into an old Catholio
family, unless he happened to be already married when
he '

went over.' It will suffice to name the following
instances to show that Lord Bute was rather an illustratiea
of the rule than an exception to it. The Earls of Abingdon,
Denbigh, and Granard (all converts), married respectively Miae
Townley, of Townley ;Miss Berkeley,of Spetchley ;and the Hon.
Frances Mary Petre. Viscount Encotnbe married the Hon. Mary
Fraser, of Lovat;Lord Braye, Miss Walmesley; the tenthLord
Beaumont, thedaughter andheiress of Sir Charles Tempest;Lord
Ralph Eerr, Lady Anne Howard; Sir Henry Bellingham,Ladj
Constance Noel;Lady Flora Hastings, the Duke of Norfolk;Mr.
James Hope Soott, Q.C., Lady Victoria Howard; and Mr. Soott-
Murray,ofDanesfield,theHon.AmeliaFraser,of Lovat.

Many yearsago he who is now Lord Roberts commandeda
native regiment in India. The men were excellent fighting
material, but the laws of meum and tuuvi werenot striotly reoog-
nised. Still the line had to be drawn somewhere, and whena
Bergeant complainedthathis watchhad been stolen it was felt that
somethingmust be done. Atevening parade Major 'Bobs

'
haran-

gued the regiment, and, understanding the native character, he
adopted tactics that,in poker parlance,would be called'bluffing.'
Thus,beforedismissing the men,he confidently announced thatthe
thief was known to him personally, and that,unless the missing
property was restored before reveille,he would bring him to trial
by court-martial. When at

'
office hour

'
nextmorning the sergeant

reportedthat his property had been restored, Bobs feltpleased withhimself,buthis elation wasdestined to be Bhort-lived for a rude
awakening wasinstore forhim. - While walking through tbe linea
later in the day he ohanced to hear a ooupleof his men discussing
the affair and, thinking that he might discover the identity of the
culprit, the amateur Sherlock Holmes softly approached the
speakers. 'What a wonderful man the Sahib is,'said one in aooenta
of admiration. 'He actually knew who stole the watch and made
him replaceit.' 'My brother,'answered the other in tonesof con-
tempt, 'of course the Sahib knew who stole the watch, beoauae he
took ithimself.'

THE BOER WAR.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

People We Here About.

[Thursday, January 3,1901.

NOTES ANDPOINTS OF INTEREST TO CATHOLIC READERS,

THE TACTICS OF THE BOERS.

Colonela- Court gives the followingsummary of the novel and
bewildering difficulties experienced at the front by commanders
whose tasks areeven now very imperfectly comprehended:

—
'The

Boer invariably douH thu exactopposite of what common sense and
military experiencelead you toexpeot he is likely todo. He places
his riflemen in trees and watercourses and someof his trenches in
the strangest places. He drags his (iin guns with treble spans of
oxen to the tops of hills 2000 feet above the surrounding country,
andsecretes his quick-firers in the lowest dongas. If you expeot
him toattack he is sure to be going away;and if all reportsagree
thathe is on thet*ek he will probably attack you. He will let you
go away when you get into a mesa without the hammering you
deserve,in perfect accord with the maxims of Dogberry. He will
make a fortress out of ahole in the open country and defend it to
the death;and he will spend thousands on the forts round his
capital,andnot defend them for 24 hours. He is the most extra-
ordinary mixture of bravery and prudence, of openness and cun-
niny,of good faith andduplicity, of shrewd sense and credulity ;
and from day today you can never tell whichof his many qualities
heis about topresent to you.

GENERAL BOTHA.
Inhishome, itis said by one whoknows him, GeneralBothais

a model husbandand father,his wife is a cultured lady of charm-
ing appearance and demeanor,his children are wellbrought upand
receiving the best of education, both in the language of their
country andEnglish. Nothing more charming could be imagined
than the home life of the Botha family,and Lord Roberts, since
going toPretoria, has taken many opportunitiestoexpress theplea-
sure of himself andhis esteemedconsort at meeting the family of
theplucky Commandant-General of the burgher army

—
a feeling

which was freely reciprocated.
TROUBLE EVERYWHERE.

A Lancashire Liberal candidate gave me (says a London
writer)anamusing account of his misfortunes during and after
the election. While it was proceeding he was received in the
streets with cries of 'Pro-Boer !' After it was over he took a
holiday in a famous Flemish town, where he was hooted &b an
Englishman by small boys wearing caps adorned with the device
'SpionKop!'

THE STATE OF JOHANNESBURG.
Lettersreceived from Mr.GeorgeHutchison,member forPatea,

written from Johannesburg on November 19, give soms curious
glimpseß of theposition of affairs in that city andin the Transvaal
generally, at thedate mentioned. A few extracts may be of public
interest. He says :—:

—
Although the military headquarters have been removed from

Pretoria to Johannesburg, civilians know next to nothing of what
is takingplace. It seems rather an incredible Btory to tell, buta
fact nevertheless, that we rush greedily for the London Time* to
get news of the war movements in South Africa— some of them
happening probably within a few miles of us. The one thing
patent is that the war has assumed a new and more perplexing
phasein the pin-pricks that are being inflicted by numerous bands
of roving Boers, all well mounted and living on the country with
plenty of everything, with one exception, that is ammunition,
whichIlearn is becomingshort. One result of this state of things
is that the Mauser in many instances is being discarded and the
old-fashioned Martini-Henry is taking its place, because there are
neglected stores of the suitable sort of cartridges being fossicked
out.

There are constant raids made on the railwaycommnnications,
and terrible disorder on all the routes into this part of the Trans-
vaal. One consequence is that, excepting a few influential
individuals, no refugees have yet been permitted to return to
Johannesburg. Naturally there is much discontent. The embargo
on ladies is particularly felt;indeed, 60 far asIcanascertain, Mrs.
H. is the only one that has got through. Iwishit were otherwise,
although, through the abounding kindness of male friends who
havegathered aroundup, she and the lassies were never in better
form or enjoyed themselves more. But so far as one can see the
whole country is at least six months farther off settlement than
wouldhavebeenbelieved possible fivemonths ago. Still there is a
little movement in the town. The few men with money who have
got here aresettling the local labor partially at work, taking down
hoardings and clearing off the accumulation of dust from shop
windows,and such like. Beyondkeeping them olear of water,and
in readiness for workingat the earliest possible moment, the mines
are at a standstill. When the refugees return,and for months
thereafter, there will most likely be a considerable amount of
distress, as thenewcomers,havingBpent their savings, will compete
with one another for daily bread. Idaresay a whole twelvemonth
will elapse before business ia restored, and even twice that time
before it ia in ahealthy state.

Speaking at the celebration of the centenary of Mount Gam-
bier, South Australia, the Chief Justice (Sir Samuel Way) said :" Whilst mentioning the literature of thia part of the country they
ought not to pass over the Rev.Julian E. Woods. His history of
Australian explorationwas still the bestand most exhaustive work
uponthe subject, and there was no book written inAustralia which
containedbetter or moremelodious prose thanhis Geological Obser-
vations in South Australia, which was published in 1862. Hehad
met many of the fine old menof the colonies, but he had nevermet
a moreattractive conversationalist than the late Father Woods.'
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