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were 34'7 per cent. from wounds and only 10 per cent. from
sickness. But this is explained by the shortness of the cam-
paign, and by the fact that, being greatly superior in numbers,
the Germans were able to send their sick home. On the
French side these proportions were reversed.’

L] L] *

The highest death-rate in the wars of the past half century
occurred in Lhe Llundering campaign in the Crimea. The
French, who did most of the fighting, lost 64 men per thousand
from wounds, and 230 per thousand {iom sickness—in all a
grand total of 3,615 men in the prime of life. Qn the British
side the losses [rom wounds were 47 per thousand; from
disease, 179 per thousand. Great Bntain sacrificed 22,180
lives. Only one man came out of that wretched campaign
with a first-class military reputation. ‘That man was, by
universal consent, General Todleben, the defender of Sebas-
topol. Other promising reputations were shattered by it,
And one needs gam Weller's double magnifying electroscopic
spectacles of hextra power to discover the political results of
all the powder-blazing and blood-letting that took place during
that fatuous and bungling war,

THE FLOWERY KINGDOM.

BITS OF CHINA OLD AND NEW,

BIEHOQP FAVIER LEAVES FOR REUROPE,

Bishop Favier, the head of the Fronch missions in North China
and Vicar-Apostolic of Pekin, has left Pekin for Bhanghai. He will
go from there to Rome tio visit the Holy Father and will then go to
Franoe,

THE BOXERS STILL ACTIVE,

A oable memage received last week stated that the Boxers, on
December 20, attacked 100 French marines who were engaged in
searching for arms 20 miles westward of Tientsin, killing s lien-
tenant of marines, A Boxer village was burned as 2 punishment,
Chang Chitung, Viceray of Liaughu, favors Shashi, in the province
of Hupei, or Changsha, the capital of Huan province, as the fatura
capital of China, Mimionaries report that the Boxers, 35 miles
from Pekin, on the 21st, killed 12 Catholics and burned eight others
inside the temples. The southern reform party declare that the
regular Chinese troops massacred 1500 reformers and beheaded 27
of their leaders in the Yang-tse district on the 18th.

THE CHINESE EMPEROR,

A writer in Ainslee’s Magazing says: The Chinese Emperor i®
now about 30 years of age. He is under the medinm height, sallow
and spparently of a weak constitution, He has received a good
training in Chinese and Manchu. He knows some English, He
has a wife, a dozen oconcubines and no children. He is anable to
control his explosive temper. It is doubtful whether he can exert
a ruls of authority uver others, Ha has a kind of feminine energy
to push ahead, but lacke clear vision of surronnding conditinns,
His roform edicts are unique in the history of the Empire. It is
impossible to ray, however, what part of them in due to him and
what part to Kang Yu Wei, the greatest leader of the reform party.
Two officials shedow the Emperor without ceasing. These are the
Imperial Recorders, They note and transcribe his every act, his
every word, Their memoranda are transferred to the Imperial
srchives and are not opened until the history of the dynasty is
written, long after the rottisg bones of Kwang So have become
sacred besides those of his ancestors.’

A CHINESE LAUNDRY CIRCULAR,

The Chinees, if they have maatered the mysteries of the
laundry, have not yet surmounted the more serions difficulties
presented by the English tongue. The following neat littls
circular has been sent round to prospective English customers in
Hong Eong by a firm just starting business :— Ladies and geutla-
men : We, the washer of every kind of clothes, blankets, and =0 on ;
newly established the company end engaged in business. Contrary
to our opposite company we will most cleanly and oarefully wash
our customers with possible cheap prices, With your wages we
will work the business,’

BIR ROBERT HART'B QOPINION,

Bir Robert Hart, in the course of an srticle in the Fortnightly
Review, draws attention to the perila of a ¢ policy of expansion’ in
Chira by the allied Powers. He says :—Foreign interference has
imperitied the world's future. Twenty millions or more of Boxers,
armed, drilled, disciplined, and animated by patriotic, if mistaken,
motives will make residence in China impassible for foreigners, will
take back from foreigners everything Lhat foreigners have taken
from China, will pay off old grudges with interest, and will carry
the Chiness flag and Chinese arma to many a place that even fancy
will not suggest to-day, thus preparing for the future upheaval and
disasters never even dreamt of, In 50 years’ time there will be
millions of Boxers in serried ranks and war's panoply at the call of
the Chinese Government, There is not the slightest doubt of that.
And if the Ckinese Government continues to exist it will encourage
—and it will be quite right to encourage—-uphald, and develop the
Chinese national movement. It bodes mo good for the rest of the
world, but Chins will be acting within ite right, and will carry
through the national programwme.

CHINESE CATHOLICSH,

The Rev. Father (Hleason, who is with the United States troops
in China and who was the only priest with the allied armies at the
oapture of Tientsin, writes as follows to & friend :—

As I mentioned in my last letter the Catholic priests here com-
mand & great deal of respect, They become like the people, They
dress like the Chinese, shave the head but not the beard, and wear
o queue. The first I met was a splendid character—a native of
France—a Father Debus, He was dressed in blue cotton Chinese
clothing, and when I met him he excitedly described his eacape from
the Boxers, With a native Chinese priest and his congregation of
660 Catholics he held out for for two monthe against the Boxers in
the village of Pao-ti-tsien. and all their ammunition baving been
used they finally surrendered. The little Catholie flock wus soab-
tered, but the two priests were bronght to Peitsan, whore the rount
gave them an opportunity to escape to Tientain,

To my mind it requires heroio virtue even to dress up liks &
Chinese and mote tolive with them and as they live, Last Sunday afew
hundred Chinese Catholics, who were camped under foreign protec-
tion outeide the settlement, were marched to Mass under a French
military guard, and it was a sight I will long remember. Some of
the minor ceremonies were strange to me, The Chinese pricst wore
a square purple cap, open on the top and about eight inahes high,
Four flat, highly-embroidered sides hung from the top, so that no
matter whick way the body is bent one side flaps, There are two
long streamers hanging from the cap much like thoss of a mitre.
The quene is twisted around the alb, The cap is not discarded even
at Communion time, The Chinese who served the Mass, aithongh
he might be barebeaded all day, wears a straw sort of hat, highly
decorated in red.

The Chinese Catholics here abetain on Saturday ae well as
Friday, and they look npon it as lax that we sbstain only one ds
during the weelk, A few days later I waa present at a Solemn Hig
Mnss, The celebrant was & French priest and the descon and sub-
deacon were Chiness, They all wore the queue, as also the strange
box oap above referred to,and eight Chinese boys served them.
They were very prettily gowned, Over 500 Chinese received Holy
Communion on this occasion, The men approached the altar first
and the women after them, In the Japanese and Chiness churches
the men and women are on opposite sides of the main aisle.

JOURNALIBM IN CHINA,

The oldest paper in China, and probably in the world, is the
Pekin (fazstte. It publishes official notices and givee some news,
but without comment. It dates st least 700 years back, A study
of its columne revenls better than anything else the official oorrap-
tion of China, for the punishment of corrupt mandarina is ridien-
lously inadequate. All other Chiuese newspapers are published in
treaty. ports. The reason is obvious. Under the protection of the
foreigners the pablishers and editors are secure from prosecution.
Many of these papers have foreign contributors, and soms have
foreigners as ‘dummy’ editors, to prevent interference, The
Shen-Pao, Bhanghai, is the mont important., It combats corruption
and abuse of all sorts, and is very inflaential, More than once it has
caused unjust decrees to be declared null and void, and it has done
much to lessen the application of torture in Chinese courts. Its
collections for famine sufferers, etc, are always successful, More
than ooce the Viceroys have tried to suppress it. The Viceroy of
Cheh-Kiang, whom the paper once attacked, complained to the
Tsung Li Yamen ; but the Foreign Office confessed itself unable to
suppress tho paper. ‘' Moreover,’ said Prince Kung, ‘it is w
interesting. We read it oursulves in Pekin,’ Even the Empress is
reported to taste of this forbidden fruit. Advertising is carried on
to a great extent in the Chinese papers, for the Chinese have not
been wlow in discovering the value of this method of improving
business, The foreign news is meagre. The ‘ answers to correspon-
dents’ are important and very interesting, and the local news is
extensive. Some of the Chineze papers are very decided jingoes,
and the prezent tronbles are doubtless due in part to their efforts,

THE MARTYRE' ROLL.

Offi:ial telegrams received in Paris announce the massacre of
two more of our missionary bishops—Bishop Gregory Grasi,
O.F.M,, Titular-Bishop ¢f Orthosa and Vicar-Apoetolic of North
Shan-si, with residence at To-yunan-fu, and hin coadjutor, Bishop
Franci Fogolla, O.F.M, Titular-Bishop of Bagi; the former, born
1833, was consecrated in 1876, the latter was born in 15839 and con-
secrated 80 lately as 1893, Together with them, two of their clergy,
Fathera Klias and Balat, and seven puns (Franciscau tertiaries, we
suppoge) weie also put to death, Three more Jesuit missionaries,
named not yei mscertained, have been slain in South-East Chi-li ;
and cne more of the Paris Society, Father Jobhn Souvignet, has
perished in North Manchuria, These despatches raise the number
of known massacres of our missionaries to five bishops, 32 priests,
and 10 nuns; how many others have perished it is s yet impoesible
to say. 8till more difficult is it to ascertain how many of the native
Catholics have been slaughtered The latest courier from South
Manchuria addressed to Father Delpert, the bead of the Paris Mis-
pionary Seminary, briefly atates that over 1000 have been behaaded
in the Mukden district alone for refusing to apostatise, and so have
become martyrs in the strict sense of the word.

The venerable Father Delpert mentioned in the preceding para.
graph, who presides over the great missionary seminary at the pre-
sent anxions orisis, celebrated his golden jubilee of priesthood
recently. This remarkable man bas had an interesting career. As
a young miasionary he went out to the Far East, and in 1851
became director of the college of his SBociety at Pulo-Pinang
(Straits Settlementv), whence be was recalled to Paris as one of the
directors in 1855, His firat election as Superior of the Mother
House took place in 1867, and since then he has been re-slected no
less than 10 times to that onerons post. It was during his tenure
of office that the Soviety went throngh the terrible days of the
Paris Commune, in which the seminary narrowly escaped destruc.
tion. At the present moment the venerable and honorable jubilarinn
presides over a Society which musters 3¢ archbishops and bishops
and 1200 priests, nearly all of his spiritus]l children, and who are
all united in veneration end affection for the ‘grand old man,' of
whom they are justly proud.
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