
BISHOP FAVIEB LEAVES FOB ETJBOPE.
Bishop Favier, theheadof the FrenchmissionsinNorthChina

andVicar-Apostolio of Pekin,has left Pekin for Shanghai. He will
go fromtheretoRometovisit the HolyFather and will thengo toFrance.

THE BOXERS STILL ACTIVE.
A cablemessage receivedlast week stated that the Boxers,onDecember 20, attacked 100 Frenoh marines who were engaged insearching for arms 20 miles westward of Tientsin, killing a lieu-

tenant of marines. A Boxer village wasburned as apunishment.
Chang Chitung, Viceroy of Lianghu, favors Shashi, in theprovince
ofHnpei,or Changsha, the capitalof Huanprovince, as the future
capital of China. Missionaries report that the Boxers, 35 miles
fromPekin,on the 21st, killed 12Catholics andburnedeight others
inside the temples. The southern reform party declare that the
regular Chinese troops massacred 1500 reformers and beheaded27
of their leaders in theYang-tsedistricton the 18th.

THE CHINESE EMPEBOR.
A writerin Ainslee's Magazine Bays:The ChineseEmperor is

now about 30 yearsofage. He is under themedium height, sallow
and apparently of a weak constitution. He has received a good
training in Chinese and Manchu. He knows some English. He
has a wife, a dozen concubines and nochildren. He is unable to
controlhis explosivetemper. It is doubtful whetherhe can exert
arule of authority overothers. He has a kindof feminine energy
to push ahead, but lacks clear vision of surrounding conditions.His reform edicts are unique in the history of theEmpire. Itis
impossible tosay, however, what part of them is due to him and
whatpart toKangYuWei, the greatest leader of the reformparty.
Twoofficialsshadow theEmperor without oeasing. These are the
Imperial Recorders. They note and transcribe his every act, hieevery word. Their memoranda are transferred to the Imperial
archives and are not opened until the history of the dynasty iswritten, long after the rotting bones of Kwang Suhavebecomesacredbesides those of his ancestors.'

A CHINESE LAUNDRY CIRCULAR.
The Chinese, if they have mastered the mysteries of the

laundry, have not yet surmounted the more serious difficulties
presented by the English tongue. The following neat little
circular has been sent round to prospectiveEnglish customers in
Hong Kongby a firm just startingbusiness :— 'Ladies and gentle-
men:We, the washer of everykind of clothes,blankets,and so on;
newly established thecompany and engagedinbusiness. Contrary
toouropposite company we will most cleanly and carefully wash
our customers with possible cheap prices. With your wageswewillworkthebusiness.'

SIR ROBERT HART'S OPINION.
Sir RobertHart, in the course of an article in the Fortnightly

Review,draws attention to the perilsof a 'policy of expansion'in
Chinaby the allied Powers. He says:— Foreign interference has
imperilled the world's future. Twenty millions or more ofBoxers,
armed,drilled,disciplined,andanimated by patriotic,if mistaken,
motives willmake residencein China impossible for foreigners, will
take back from foreigners everything that foreigners have taken
fromChina, willpay off old grudges with interest,and will carry
theChinese flagandChinese arms tomany aplace that even fancy
willnot suggest to-day, thus preparing for the futureupheavaland
disasters never even dreamtof. In 50 years' time there will be
millions of Boxersinserried ranks and war's panoply at the call of
the ChineseGovernment. There iB not the slightest doubtof that.
Andif the Chinese Governmentcontinues toexistie will encourage
—and it willbe quite right to encourage

— uphold, anddevelop the
Chinesenational movement. It bodes no good for the rest of theworld,but China will be acting within its right, and will carry
through thenationalprogramme.

CHINESE CATHOLICS.
TheRev.Father Gleason, who is with the United States troops

InChina and who wasthe only priest with the allied armiesat the
oaptureof Tientsin,writesas followstoa friend :—

AsImentionedinmy lastletter the Catholic priests hereoom-mand a great dealof respect. They become like the people. They
dress like the Chinese,shave the head but not the beard,and wear
a queue. The first Imet was a splendid character

—
a nativeofFrance— a Father Debus. He was dressed in blue cotton Chineseclothing:, and whenImethim he excitedly describedhis escape fromtheBoxers. With anative Chinese priest and his congregation of600 Catholicsheheldout for for twomonths against theBoxers in

th*» village of Pao-ti-tsien, and all their ammunition having beennsed they finally surrendered. The little (Jathohc flock woa scat-tered, bnt the two priests werebrought to Peitsan, wherethe routgave themanopportunity toescape to Tientsin.To my mind itrequires heroic virtue even to dress up like aChineseandmoretolivewiththemandastheylive.Last SundayafewhundredChineseCatholics, who were camped under foreign protec-
tion outsidethe settlement,weremarched to Massunder a Frenchmilitary guard, andit wasasightIwill long remember. Some oftheminor ceremonies werestrange to me. The Chinese priest wore
a square purplecap,open on the top and about eight incheshigh.
Four flat, highly-embroideredsides hung from the top, so that nomatter which way thebody is bent one side flapg. There are twolong streamershanging fromthe cap much like thoseof a mitre.The queue is twisted around the alb. The cap is not discarded even
atCommunion time. The Chinese who served the Mass, although
hemight be bareheaded all day, wears a straw sortof hat,highly
decoratedin red.

The Chinese Catholics here abstain on Saturday as well as
Friday, and they look upon itas lax that we abstain only oneday
during the week. A few days later Iwaspresent ataSolemnHign
Mas?. Thecelebrantwasa French priest and the deacon andsub*
deacon wereChinese. They all worethe queue,as also theBtranfcboxcap above referred to,and eight Chinese boys served them.They were veryprettily gowned. Over 500 Chinese receivedHoly
Communion on this occasion. The men approached the altar fint
and the womenafter them. In theJapanese and Chinese churches
themenand womenare onoppositesidesof themainaisle.

JOUBNALIBM IN CHINA.
The oldest paper in China,and probably in the world,is thePekin Gazette. Itpublishes official notices and gives some news,

but without comment. It dates at least 700 years baok. A study
of its columns revealsbetter thananything else the officialcorrup-
tionof China, for the punishment of corrupt mandarins is ridicu-
lously inadequate. All other Chiaeee newspapers arepublishedin
treaty,ports. The reasonis obvious. Under the protection of theforeigners the publishers and editors aresecure fromprosecution.
Many of these papers have foreign contributors, and some have
foreigners as 'dummy' editors, to prevent interference. TheShen-Pao, Shanghai, is the most important. Itcombats corruption
and abuse of all sorts, andis very influential. More thanonceithascaused unjust decrees to be declared null and void,and it has donemuch to lessen the application of torture inChinese courts. Itscollections for famine sufferers, etc., are always successful. Morethanonce the Viceroys have tried to suppress it The Viceroyof
Cheh-Kiang, whom the paper once attacked, complained to the
Tsung LiYamen;but the Foreign Office confessed itself unable tosuppress the paper. 'Moreover,' Raid Prince Eung, 'it is veryinteresting. We read it ourselves inPekin.' Even the Empress vreportedto taste of this forbidden fruit. Advertising is carried on
toa great extent in theChinesa papers, for the Chinese have not
been slow in discovering the value of this method of improving
business. The foreign newsis meagre. The'answers tocorrespon-
dents

'are important and very interesting,and the local news ia
extensive. Some of the Chinese papers are very decided jingoes,
andthepresent troubles are doubtless due in part to theirefforts.

THE MABTYBS' BOLL.
Official telegrams received in Paris announcethe massacre of

two more of our missionary bishops— Bishop Gregory Grasai,
0.F.M., Titular-Bishop cf Orthoaa and Vicar-Apostolic of NorthShan-ai, with residence at To-yuan-fu, and his ooadjutor, Bishop
Franci Fogolla, O.F.M, Titular-Bishop of Bagi;the former, born1833, wasconsecrated in 1876, the latter wasborn in 1839 andcon*
secrated so lately as 18'JS. Together with them, twoof theirclergy,
Fathers Elias and Balat,and sevennuns (Franciscan tertiaries, we
suppose) were also put to death. ThreemoreJesuit missionaries,
names not yet ascertained, have been plain in South-East Chi-li ;
and one more of the Paris Society, Father John Souvignet, has
perishedin North Manchuria. These despatchesraise the number
of known massacres of our missionaries to five bishops, 32 priests,
and10 nuns;how many others haveperisheditis as yet impossible
to say. Still moredifficult is it toascertain howmany ofthe native
Catholics have been (slaughtered The latest courier from South
Manchuria addressed to FatherDelpert, thehead of the ParisMis-
sionary Seminary, briefly states that over 1000 havebeenbeheaded
in the Mukden district alone for refusing to apostatise,andso have
become martyrs in the strict senseof the word.

The venerableFather Delpertmentioned in thepreceding para*
graph, who presidesover the great missionary seminary at thepre-
sent anxious crisis, celebrated his golden jubilee of priesthood
recently. This remarkable man has had aninteresting career. As
a young missionary he went out to the Far East, and in 1851
became director of the college of his Society at Pulo-Pinang
(StraitsSettlement^), whencehe was recalled toParis as oneof the
directors in 1855. His fint election as Superior of the Mother
House took place in 1867, and since thenhe has beenre-electedno
less than 10 times to that onerous post. Itwasduring hiß tenure
of office that the Society went through the terrible days of the
Paris Commune, in which the seminary narrowly escapeddestruc-
tion. At thepresent moment thevenerableand honorable jubilarian
presidesovera Society which musters 34 archbishops and bishops
and1200 priests, nearly all of his spiritual children,and who are
allunited inveneration and affection for the 'grand oldman,' of
whom they are justly proud.
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were347 per cent, from wounds- and only 30 per cent, from
sickness. But this is explained by the shortness of the cam-paign,andby the fact that,beinggreatlysuperior innumbers,
the Germans were able to send their sick home. On theFrench side these proportionswerereversed.'

♥ " "
The highestdeath-ratein the warsof the pasthalf century

occurred in the blundering campaign in the Crimea. Thp
French, who didmost of the fighting,lost64 men per thousand
from wounds,and 230 per thousand fiom biekness

—
in all agrand totalof 95,615 men in the prime of life. On the British

side the losses from wounds were 47 per thousand; fromdisease, 179 per thousand. Great Britain sacrificed 22,180
lives. Only one man came out of that wretched campaignwith a first-class military reputation. That ma.) was, byuniversal consent, General Todleben, the defender of Sebas-topol. Other promising reputations were shattered by it.Andone needs Sam Weller's double magnifying electroscopic
spectacles of hextra power to discover the political results ofallthe powder-blazingandblood-lettingthat tookplaceduring
that fatuous andbunglingwar.
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