
Deathstillshowsa preferencefor lopping the
tall poppies in war. Despite the adoptionof
khaki and the abandonment of nodding'
plumes, gold lace, burnished buttons, andflashing weaponsby British officers in the South African cam-paign, the proportionof them that met their deaths by woundsvery nearlyestablishes a record in the history of later warsbetweencivilisedpeoples. The death rate perthousand officersand men during the first twelve months of the war was asfollows :—:

—
Thus, the death-levy from wounds was over threeand a halftimes greater among officers than among the men;and the
total mortality was almost exactly twice as great among theofficers as among the rank and file, being 101*9per thousand
of the former as against 51*9 per thousand of the latter." " "

In the German army the officers had twice as manykilled and three times as many wounded as the lower ranks.Among the men the death-ratevaried from 17*6 per thousandamong the engineers to 27*1 among the cavalry,272 in theartillery,and 52 8 among the infantry. Staff officers suffered
most severely. Themortality ran as high as 105 per thousandfor the whole campaign. Captains came next with 87 deaths
per thousand. The fighting in the South African campaign
was for therank and file almost as bloodlessas aFrench duelcompared with the fierce conflictsof theFranco-German War.
And yet the mortality among German officers during theseven monthsof the war was only three per thousand greaterthan in thelittlecampaignagainst the peasant soldiers of theTransvaal and the Orange Free State. The total death-rate
amongGerman officers was 76 per thousand as against 73per
thousand inSouth Africa." " *

This constant drain of officers produces one of the prob-lems with whichmilitaryadministrationhas not yet been able
to successfully grapple. One immediate constquence of thisis that troops in the field are insufficiently or inefficiently
officered. And in this condition the courage often oozes awayfrom eventhe best soldiers and they become limp and spirit-less. An incident inpoint is relatedby Prince Hohenlohe inhis
Letters on Artillery. It occurred in a village near Paris,
where Frank and Prussian had been carving each other upduring a fierce sortie from the beleaguered city. 'Afterdiiving the enemy froma village,'says the Prince, * its grave-yard was occupied by half a company of one of our best
regiments. Quite unexpectedlythe enemymade a newattack,
andgainedpossesion of the graveyard,which we wereobliged
to captureanew. On this being done,Iasked the menof thehalf company how they could have given up the graveyard tothe enemy. The soldiers answered naively:

"
But all ourofficers werekilled. There was noone left to tell us what todo,so we went off."

'
When skilled leaders, accustomed tothe smell of hostile gunpowder, are decimated at the front,theirplaces are frequently filled by amateur reserve officers,

deficientin knowledge,discretion,and adaptability to condi-tions
—

like the pedantic General Braddock, who fought theIndians in theOhio forests according to the 'old rules' and
died wonderingby what twist of magic the wild redman, whoknew nothing about 'rules,' could have beaten him so com-
pletely at the game of war. Inexperienced and regulation-
bound officers were afforded ample scope for blundering inSouth Africa, as in the Crimea. And they took bountiful ad-
vantage of the opportunity. The result was a turmoil ofconfusion such as, in the French army of the earlydaysof the
war of 1870, found expression in the words:Ordre, contre-ordre,dSsordre.'" " "'

The losses from wounds,' says a recent authority onmilitary science, 'constitute but a small part of the totalnumber of sacrifices[caused by war]. Inpast wars they havebeen a fifth, the remaining four-fifths representinglosses from
sickness and exhaustion. Napoleon in the march to Moscowlost two-thirdsof his army though he fought onlyonegeneral
engagement. The Russian armies operatingagainst him, inthe course of fivemonths lost four-fifths of their strength. The
losses of the Federal armies in the Civil War in two years
(June, 1861 to June, 1863) amounted to 53*2 deaths in thethousand, of whichonly B*6 were caused by wounds, and44*6bysickness. The mortality from sickness amongthe officers
amounted to 22 in the thousand, while among the men it rose
to 46. In the Franco-Prussian war the losses of the Germans
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andundoubtedlythese will be made more often than in past
wars. Even the expectationof a battle by night will causealarm and give birth to nervous excitement. This questionoftheinfluence of nervousnesson losses in time of war has at-tractedtheattentionof several medical writers, and some have
expressedtheopinion that a considerable number of soldierswillbe drivenmad.'

of howling, drunken,half-naked women and American soldiers. Ihave wonderedwhat some of the Christian Republicans at homewould think of the way the great Christianising, liberty-loving,
High-toned America is educating the wild and unfit for self-
fi-overnment Filipinos. AndIsee that the Republicanpapers Baythe flag must not come down; but Ithink if some of the old
brethren and sisters couldlook over heresomenight andsee MajorMcKmley's haochie-hoochie in full blast under Old Glory, theywould not only say the fla? must come down, but would tear itdown,

The specialcommissionersentto thePhilippinesby theNewVoice,a Chicago paper,also reports a state of shocking moraldegradationexistingby license in Manilaunder the supervision
°LAL Amencan officers and the protection of the American flag.'

Ihenatives,' he adds, "
not only hate us for fillingtheir streetswith orgies they never sa* before, butare confirmed in theirdeterminationnever to submit toour rule.' And morepowerto theirelbows!

When the warcorrespondentcondescends torefer to the loss of lifein the armedstruggles
of nations, he usually limits his remarks tothe death which '

rides upon the sulphurySiroc. He is not often so 'odiously statistical' as to detailthe vast numbers of hapless fighters whose bodies and soulsare wrenched apart by disease. And scarcely evera hint is
given of the smaller,butappreciablepercentageof those whoseoverstrungminds give way under thestrainof forcedmarching,
scanty fare, exposure, and fighting, leaving their damaged
wits

'
like sweet bells jangled,out of tune, andharsh.' As farback as 1856 the French statist Lunier discovered thatpeople

in his time went mad at the following rates per million;
peasants, 52; tradesmen, 180; capitalists, 275; members ofthe learned professions, 525 ;soldiers, 590; and officersat the
rate of 1300. Quite recently another French statist publishedfigures which go to show that military men more than main-tain theiroldpre-eminence for rapid wear and tear of thecon-tents of their brain-boxes. According to this latestauthorityon the subject, there are 199 'confirmed lunatics' to every
100,000 men in the military and naval professions. Thesefigures refer, however,only to thepipingtimesof peace. Warunder any circumstances adds considerably to thenumber ofmilitarycandidates for Bedlam. Under modern conditions itis— in Kiplings words—' 'elland brokenbottles' in comparisonwith thedays of the oldBrown Bess and the Enfield. And itis far more specially calculated to addle the wits of the fightineman. 6 *

" « *
The noted Baptist preacher Robert Hall attributedhistemporary lunacy to 'toomiuhbrain,sir; toomuch brain.1 Thefightingman may not be overstocked with brain*. But fight-ing demands more of them now than ever before in history.St. Cyr, the great French inirshal, once declaredthat 'abravearmy consists of one-third of soldiers actually brave,one-thirdof those whomight bebrave under special circumstances, anda remaining third consisting of cowards.' Soldiers stood abetterchance of beingbrave and retaining their sober senses

in thedays when everyinfantryman felt the friendly andsus-tainingpressure of his neighbors' elbow on right and left, andcavalrymen rode upon the enemy knee to knee, and whenweight of impact was of more account in the rankand file thanweightor quality of brain. Campaignsare fought more nowa-days with intellectand sole-leather. But the rush and hurryof modernlife are not favorable to cool thinking amidst theswiftly changingpandemonium of a modernbattlefield. Even
in the comparativelytame timesof theAustro-Prussian struggleof 1866 the great Prussian war-minister, von Roon, wrote fromNikelsburg:'Increased work and the quantity andvariety of
impressions have so irritatedmy nervesthat it seems as if fireswereburstingcut inmy brain.' Considerablenumbersof menwent stark mad during the Franco-German war. Thatre-markable little book. The Red Badge of Courage, gives acurious insight into the progress of passing insanity amongeven the best trcops during the American Civil War. Everytroopship returning from Manila brings to San Franciscoamong itsdamagedcargo of invalided soldiers anappreciable
percentage of men bereft of the use of reason. British officershave been invalidedhome from South Africa with minds un-hinged. Among them was one prominent general. Of thespread of insanity among therank and file no official recordsare as yet to hand. But all the available medical testimony
goes to shew th;t the losses from insanity will continue tobulkappreciably in thebutchei's bill of every campaign foughtunder modernconditions." " "

In his Modern Weapons and Modern War, Bloch says:'With the increaseof cultureand prosperity nervousness hasalso increased, and in modern,especially inWestern European,
armies a considerable proportion of men will be founa un-
accustomed to heavy physical labor and to forced marches. Tothis category the majorityof minufacturing laborers will be-long. Nervousness willbe all the more noticeablesince nightattacks are strongly recommended by many military writers,
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