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of howling, drunken, half-nakel women and Amerioan soldiers. I
have wondered what some of the Christian Republicans at home
would think of the way the great Christianising, liberty-loving,
high-tored America is educating the wild and unfit for self-
government Filipinos, And Isee that the Republican papers eay
the flag must not come down; but I think if some of the old
brethren and sisters could look over here some night and see Major
McKinley's hoechic-hoockic in full biast under Old Glory, they
:;voulcl noi ouly say the flag must come down, but would tear it
own,

The special commissionersent to the Philippines by the New
Voice, a Lhicago paper, also reports a state of shocking moral
degradation existing by license in Manila under the supervision
of American officers and the protection of the American flag.
* The natives,’ he adds, 'not enly hate us for filling their streets
with orgies they never saw before, but are confirmed in their
determmation never 1o submit to our rule.’ And more power
to their elbows !
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WHEN the war correspondent condescends to

WAR AND  refer to the loss of life in the armed struEgles

INSANITY.  of nations, he usually limits his remarks to

< the death which *rides upon the sulphury
iroc.’

He is not often so *odiously statistical’ as to detail
the vast numbers of hapless fighters whose bodies and souls
are wrenched apart by disease. And scarcely ever a hint is
given of the smaller, but appreciable percentage of those whose
overstrung minds give way under the strain of forced marching,
scanty fare, exposure, and fighting, leaving theiwr damaged
wits ' [ike sweet bells jangled, out of tune, and harsh.” As far
back as 1856 the French statist Lunier discovered that eople
in his time went mad at the following rates per million ;
peasants, 32; tradesmen, 180; capitalists, 275; members of
the learned professions, 525 ; soldiers, 590 ; and officers at the
rate of 1300. Quite recently another French statist published
figures which go to show that military men more than main-
tain their old pre-eminence for rapid wear and tear of the con-
tents of their brain-boxes. According to this latest authority
on the subject, there are 1gy *confirmed lunatics® to every
100,000 men in the military and navat professions, These
figures refer, however, only to the piping times of peace. War
under any circumstances adds considerably to the number of
military candidates for Bedlam. Uunder modern conditions it
is—in Kiplings words—* ‘ell and broken bottles’ in comparison
with the days of the old Brown Bess and the Enfield. And jt
is far more specially calculated to addle the wits of the fighting
man.
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The noted Baptist preacher Robert Hall attributed his
temporary lunacy to 'tosmudh brain, sir; too muach brain.’ The
fighting man may not be overstocked with braine. But fights
ing demands more of them new than ever belore in history,
St. Cyr, the great French i irshal, once declared that * a brave
army consists of one-third of soldiers actuaily brave, one-third
of those who might be brave under special circumstances, and
a remaining third consisting of cowards,” Soldiers stood a
better chance of being brave and retaining their sober senses
in the days when every infantryman felt the friendly and sus-
taining pressure of his neighbors’ elbow on right and left, and
cavalrymen rode upon the cnemy knee to knee, and when
weight of impact was of more account in the rank and file than
weight or qualily of brain, Campaigns are fought more nowa-
days with intellect and sole-leather. But the rush and hurry
of modern Iife are not lavorable to cool thinking amidst the
swiltly changing pandemonium of a modern battlefield. Even
in the comparatively tame times of the Austro-Prussian stru gle
of 1866 the great Prussian war-minister, von Roon, wrote from
Nikelsburg . * Increased work and the quantity and variety of
impressions have so irritated my nerves that it seems as if fires
were bursting cut in my brain,” Considerable numbers of men
went stark mad during the Franco-German war. That re-
markable little book, The Red Badge of Courage, gives a
curious insight inte the progress of passing insanity among
even the best treops during the American Civil War. Every
troopship returning from Manila brings to San Francisco
among itsdamaged cargo of invalided soldiers an appreciable
percentage of men berelt of the use of reason. British officers
have been invalidid home from South Africa with minds un-
hinged. Among them was one prominent general. Of the
spread of insanity among the rank and file no official records
are as yet to hand. But all the available medical testimony
Eoes to show thit the losses from insanity will continue to
bulk appreciably in the butchet’s bill of every campaign fought
under modern conditions.

In his Modern Weapons and Modern War, Bloch says:
¢ With the increase of culture and prosperity nervousness has
also increased, and in modern, especially in Western Euro ean,
armies a considerable proportion of men will be found un-
accustomad tv heavy physical laber and to forced marches. To
this calegory the majority of manufacturing laborers will be-
long. Neryousness will be all the more noticexble since night
attacks are strongly recommended by many military writers,

and undoubtedly these will be made more often than in past
wars. Even the expectation of a battle by night will cause
alarm and give birth to nervous excitement, This question of
the influence of nervousness on losses in time of war has at-
tracted the attention of several medical writers, and some have
expressed the opinion that a considerable number of soldiers
will be driven mad.’

Dearu still shows a preference {or lopping the
tall poppies in war.  Despite the adoption of
khaki and the abandonment of nodding
plumes, gold lace, burmshed buttons, and
flashing weapons by British officers in the South African cam-
paign, the proportion of them that met their deaths by wounds
very nearly establishes a record in the history of later wars
between civilised peoples. The death rate per thousand officers

and men during the first twelve months of the war was as
follows :—

THE TALL
PQPI'IES.

Officers,  Men,
Killed or died of wounds w73 205
Died of disease ... 289 34

Thas, the death.levy from wounds was over three and a half
times greater among officers than among the men; and the
total mortality was almost exactly twice as greal among the
officers as among the rank and fle, being 1019 per thousand
of the former as against 51°g per thousand of the latter.
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In the German army the officers had twice as many
killed and three times as many wounded as the lower ranks.
Among the men the death-rate varied from 17°6 per thousand
among the engineers to 271 among the cavalry, 27'2 in the
artillery, and 52'8 among the infantry. Staff officers suffered
most severely, The mortality ran as high as 105 per thousand
for the whole campaign. Captains came next with 87 deaths
per thousand. The fighting in the South African campaign
was for the rank and file almost as bloodless as a French duel
compared with the fierce conflicts of the Franco-German War.
And yet the mortality among German officers during the
seven months of the war was only three per thousand greater
than in the little campaign against the peasant soldiers of the
Transvaal and the Orange Free State. The total death-rate
among German officers was 76 per thousand as against 73 per
thousand in South Africa,
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This constant drain of officers produces one of the prob-
lems with which military administration has not yet been able
to successfully grapple. One immediate consequence of this
is_that truops in the field are insufficiently or inefficiently
officered. And in this condition the courage ofien oczvs away
from even the best scldiers and they become limp and spirite
less. An incident in point is related by Prince Hohenlohe in his
Letters on Artillery. It occurred in a village near Paris,
where Frank and Prussian had been carving each other up
during a fierce sortie from the beleaguered city. ' After
driving the enemy from a village,’ says the Prince, * its grave-
vard was occupied by half a company of one of our best
regiments. Quite unexpectedly the enemy made a new attack,
and gained possesion of Lhe graveyard, which we were obliged
lo capture anew. On this being done, I asked the men of the
half company how they could have given up the graveyard to
the enemy. The soldters answered naively: * But all our
officers were killed. There was no one leit to tell us what to
do, so we went off.”’ When skilled leaders, accustomed to
the smell of hostile gunpowder, are decimated at the front,
their places are frequently filled by amateur reserve officers,
deficient in knowledge, discretion, and adaptability to condi~
tions—like the pedantic General Braddocﬁ, who fought the
Indians in the Ohio forests according to the ‘old rules’ and
died wondering by what twist of magic the wild red man, who
knew nothing about ¢ rules,’ could have beaten him so com-
pletely at the game of war. Inexperienced and regulation-
bound officers were afforded ample scope for blundering in
South Africa, as in the Crimea. And they toock bountiful ad-
vantage of the opportunity. The result was a turmoil of
confusion such as, in the French army of the early days of the
war of 1870, found expression in the words : Ordre, conire-
ordre, désordre.
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‘The losses from wounds,’ says a recent authority on
military science, ‘constitute but a small part of the total
number of sacrifices [caused by war]. In past wars they have
been a fifth, the remaining four-fifths representing losses from
sickness and exhaustion. Napoleon in the march to Moscow
lost two-thirds of his army though he fought only one general
engagement. The Russian armies operating against him, in
the course of five months lost four-fifths of their strength, The
losses of the Federal armies in the Civil War in two years
(June, 1861 to June, 1863) amounted to 53z deaths in the
theusand, of which only 8:6 were caused by wounds, and 446
by sickaess. The mortality {rom sickness among the officers
amounted to 22 in the thousand, while among the men it rose
to 46, In the Franco-Prussian war the losses of the Germans
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