
Deoember 22.
TheRot.Father Hills,of St.Patrick's College, is "pending hisholiday in Auckland.
It will interest those oonoerned in the dairying industry tolearn that the Government has decided to granta bonus on ooo-densed milk manufactured inNew Zealand.
It is officially announoed that the land whiohreverted to theCrown when the Midland Railway was taken overby theGovern-

ment is to be thrown open for settlementonFebruary 1. Canter-bury,Nelson, and Westlandshouldbenefitconsiderablyas aresult.Though extremelyunseasonable weatherprevailed on Boxiae;Day— a bitterly cold southerly wind was blowing—* great numberof peoplefrom the city and suburbs journeyed to VeryRev.FatherLane's grounds at the Hutt, where the annualCatholic pioniowas
held. In spiteof the unpropitiouaweather a most enjoyableday
wasspent.

The rulesof the Order provide for aperiodical'long retreatfor theMarist Brothers,and the first of these heldinNew Zealandbeganhereon Wednesday. The retreat willlast for 30 days.The retreat for theclergy ofthe arohdiooesebegins onJanuary29. Father Piquet, from Sydney, will, before oommenoiag theretreat for the clergy, preach one to the Sisters at StTltarj'«
Convent.

Mr.Charles McDonald,an ex-studentof St.Patrick's Collsfe,has distinguished himself by obtaining ft first-class pass in theA.M.P. Office intermediateexamination.The Yen.ArohdeaconDevoyand VeryRev.DeanCarew,aoooea-panied by the Very Rev. Father Keogh, the new Beotor of St.Patriok'sCollege,left ona visit toRomeonNovember1. Thelast-namedis expectedinWellington about theendof January.
Considerablelocalinterest wasevinoed inamarriage oelebratedby the Rev. Father O'Shea on Boxing Day. The contracting

partieswere Miss MoParland,daughter of Mr.F.MoParland,addMr.A. Pender, eldestsonof InspectorPonder. The parents-of bothare widely knownandrespectedthroughout theColony.
The rifle teamtocompete in the'FederalMatch,' tobe firedInconnection with theCommonwealthcelebrations, left for Sydney incharge ofLient.-ColonelCollins onWednesday.
We have been asything but fortunate here in the way ofholiday weather. After two exceptionally fine months Christmas

morningwasusheredinwithahowling southerly gale. At St.Maty
of the Angels'Rev. Father Moloneysang aMitta Cantata,andthechoir rendered Lambilotte's 'Mease Pasoale.' This was the firstsinging of the setting in Wellington, and Mr. Oakes has every
reason to feel particularly proudof his orchestra, which, in close
touch with the vocalists throughout, added considerably to theb auty of the rendering. The solo work was entrusted to Mrs.
Oaken (noprano), MissK.MoParland (alto),Mr.Brook (tenor),and
Mr. Morris (bass). At St. Mary's,Hill street, Rev. Father Holly
oelebrated the last Mass, the choir, under Mr. Cimino, rendering
selectionsfrom theMasses of Haydn,Gounod,andMoiart.

DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN.

coach for the middle classes, and the post-chaise for the
wealthy, were the universal means of communication.1 Bub
the locomotive and the marine-engine have altered all
all that. They did notmerely create improved methods of
travel. They revolutionised it. The old 'Puffing Billy*types of 1814 and later years were long age replacedby the
fast expressengine running at fifty to sixtymiles an hour.
The world'srailways in 1897 were (according toMulhall)
442,000 miles in length; they carried 8,380,000,000 pas-
sengers in the twelve mouths; their receipts were
£631,000,000 ;and their expenditure £393,000,000. Little
steam cockle-shells puffed and groaned on the Seine
(Fulton's) in 1803 ;on the Clyde in 1812,and on the
Thames in 1815. The Great Western that first crawled
across the Atlantic in 1838 was the bold pioneer of great
fleets of ocean steamers, torpedo boats, and fast cruisers that
career over the surface of the water at the rate of from
twenty to over thirty miles an hour. Andthe dead century
drew the ends of theearth nearer together than theyhad
ever been inprevious history. The steam-engine and other
inventions that were devised or brought into general use
during the nineteenth century enormously increased the
efficiency of human labor. One marked result of the
amazingmechanical progress of the century was the cheap-
eningand increase of output in every branch of manufac-
ture. This, in turn, placed what were the comforts or
luxuriesof the early decades of the century within thereach
of themasses. Apart from certain phases in the relations
between labor andcapital, the change,in this respect,has
been both vast and, in the main, beneficent.

Various.
Among the minor, yet important, discoveries, inven-tions, or devices of the century we may briefly enumerate

the following: The phonograph; the bicycle ; chemicalfire-extingnisher ; anaesthetics and antiseptics in surgery ;
the spectroscope ; pneumatic tubes ; the typewriter ;
envelopes and penny postage; the hydraulic elevator ;
steam heating; vestibule c-irs ; the Westinghouse air-
brake ;cantilever bridges; the Jacquard loom ; the lino-
type, monotype, and other type-composing machines ;
harvesting and threshing machinery; theRontgenrays ; the
steam hammer ;breeoh-loadiog and magazine rifles ; tor-
pedoes; armored vesse's, etc. ; refrigerating machinery ;
macadamised roads ;and the lock-stitch sewing machine,
which was first successfullymade by Elias Howe in 184G.
Various types of sewing machines havebeen devised since
then. And they have ended for ever the plaint of the
hapless needlewomam so pathetically told by Hood in his'Song of the Shirt ' :—

Work
—

work
—

work
Till thebran begings to swim;

Work
—

work—work
Till theeyes areheavy anddim !
Seamand gusset andband,

Bandand gusaet and Beam,
Till over thebuttonsIfall asleep,

Andsew them on inadream.

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS.
Subscribers are entreated to forward the amounts due

by them at the earliest possiblemoment. The amounts
dueby individualsubscribersarenot considerable,but taken
together they amounttoa verylargesum. Th9many calls
that wehave to meetm.ke it imperativeon us to greatly
reduce the amount of indebtedness of onr subscribers*
We therefore askthose whohavereceived accounts to wipe
off their indebtedness to us before the close of the dying
century. This willbe asuitable mode of celebrating the
parting of the nineteenth, and the beginning of the
twentieth century.

MARIST BROTHERS' FUND.

We havereceivedandduly forwarded to the Rev.Treasurer(Father
O'dhea,Bouloottstreet,Wellington), thesumof £ 1Is fromMr.DavidRoohe, Inveroargill,and £i 10s per the VeryRev. Father O'Neill,
Milton,inaidof the fund being organised to reimburse the MaristBrothers,late of Stoke,theheavy financial outlay whioh they have
been compelled to undergo in their necessarydefence during the
recent trials.

All theclergy of the dioceseare requestedby hisLordship theBishop to assemble at Holy Gross College, Mosgiel, on Monday,
January 21, in order to take part in the annual retreat, whiohis to
be conducted by theRev. Father Boyle,Melbourne.

St. Patrick* Basilica, South Danedin, was very tastefully
decorated for the feast of Christmas

—
the work of the ladies of the

Altar Society. The early Masses were said by the Rot. Father
Cnffey,and the Rev. Father Delaney was the celebrant of High
Mass. TheMusic was renderedin anexceptionallyable mannerby
the choir under the conductorshipof Mr. Q.Neill, Mrs.Neillpresi*
ding at the organ. There wasa large numberof oommunicantfl at
the early Mawes.

The closeof the century was marked by special religious cere-
monies in St.Joseph'sCathedral. At midnight on Monday the Te
Deum wassolemnly sung in thanksgivingto Almighty God for all
theblessings bestowed on the Church during the century. ThenfollowedPontificalHigh Mass during whioh the BlessedSacrament
was exposed. The Right Rev. Or. Verdon was celebrant of the
Mass. After thatthe Veni Creator wassung to implore the Divine
bleeping upon the century which had ju?t thenopened. Theoere*
monies concluded with Benediction of theBlessedSacrament.

A succ3BHful bazaar was held inOwjikann Deoember21 and 22inaid of St.Columba's Catholic Church. There were three stalls*twoof which weredevoted to fancy work and the third torefresh*
ments. There were some very fine specimens of painting, fancy
work, and carving displayed in the stalls. The hall (says the
Clutha Leader) was tastefully decorated with flowers,evergreens,
flags, etc.,and presentedquitea gay appearanoe. SeveralBalolutba
people werepresent toassist theirOwaka friends,andsomeofthebest
of theprizes fell to the former, notablyahandsomely-paintedmirror,
which was won by the Mayor, Mr. John McNeil, who, it may be
mentioned,performed the opening ceremonyat considerable per*
sonal inconvenience. A number of youthful performers frogs
Balclutha executed some pretty dances and sang several nice
choruses. The music for the dances was supplied by Mr.Neill
Walls. A pianoduet was nicely playedbyMisses NorahAngus and
Maggie Walls. Miss Fitzgerald andMr. Walls sang a duet in good
style. Miss Vialcontributed a few selections on the piano. The
following ida lUt of the stallholders and their assistants: No..1stall wasincharge ofMies Coneys, who was ably assistedby Miss
Craig(Owaka) and Misses Fitzgerald and Gillies (Balolntha). No.
2 Htall wasin charge ofMeudamesPickworth (Balclutha)andDow
ling (Owaka). These ladies were assisted by Misses Horan and
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ARCHDIOCESE OF WELLINGTON.
(From our own correspondent.)
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