
Theheadquartersof thePalmerstonNorth GasCompany Csayß
the Manawatu, Time*)have beenremoved from Wellington to Pal-
meretonNorth,andthe localmanager, MrM.J.Kennedy, has been
appointedsecretary. This is astep in theright direction. Mr Ken-nedyhas provedhimself a veryable official as manager,and we
havenodoubt that in the dual position he will be tqually success-ful. The effect of the changes indicatedshould very largely assist
topromote friendly relationsbetween the company and the gas con-
sumers. The gentleman referred to is a son of Mr Kennedy,
manager of the gasworks, Greymouth, and was appointed to the
managership of the Palmerston North Gasworks some two years
ago,having previously been at Perth,Western Australia, and forthreeyearsin England.

Speaking at Auckland tbe other day, the Postmaster-General claimed that the present Administration has assisted in
developing the country. There had been an endeavor to do full
justice to all parts of the Colony. The expenditure on public
works for the whole Colony up to 3lst March last totalled*32,978,000. He anticipated that the North Island Main trunkrailway would be completed in four years. Theexpenditure on
railways in Aucklandprovince hadbeen more than one-sixthof the
wholeexpenditureon the completed lines inNewZealand. Deal-
ing with the recent reductions in taxation, he held this hadalways
been thepolicy of the present Administration,and that the results
fully justified it. For eight months of the present year the Colonywas £209,000 betteroff than for any similar previousperiod. Both
imports and exportshad inoreased all round, and, taken on thewhole, the Colony had never been upon a sounder basis than at
present.

The issue of the Amtral Light for Decembercompletes the
first yearof its existence under itsnew proprietary, and without inany way making invidious comparisons it must be admitted that
thenewmagazine has beenadecidedimprovementonitspredecessor.During thepast 12months there haveappearedin thepages of the
Auttial Light articles onmany subjects which wereof a very high
orderof literary excellence,and dealing with matters of every-day
interest. We hope that itwill,in the coming year,be able to keepupthehigh standard inartand literaturewhich itset itself during
thepast 12months.

During the yeardrawing to a close (says theDaily Newt)189newbuildings and additionsto existing oneshave been erected inInveroargill. For some years past the carpentering and kindredtradeshavebeen very active, with theresult that the appearance ofInveroargill has become materially changed, vacant allotmentsinallportions of the town, and the south particularly,being exten-
sively converted to residential purposes. Handsome buildings
also have been erected in the principal streets, andformer residents whohave been in other parts of the Colony during
the time referred to are agreeably surprised at the transformationwhen they pay a visit to the town. Business premises are at apremium, and, in consequence, rents have been raised, and theyarenow higher than they ever were before. This is only one of thenumerous signs of the advance made by Inveroargill during the
past few years, and perhapsbusiness was never ona sounder foot-
ing. The progress enjoyed is not dependent on some precarious
basis,butowesits existence to the thrift, enterprise,andenergy ofthesettlers.

The wheat crop of New South Wales is estimated at anaverage
of about12$ bushelß per acre.

During the sojourn inEurope,on a twelve months' tour,of MrRobertBarton, theDeputy-master of the MelbourneMint,his dutiesweredischarged by Mr Wardell,sou of th« late eminent architect ofSt.Patrick's andSt, Mary's Cathedrals (Melbourne andSydney).
The DowagerLady Howard of Glossop han arrived in Sydney,having come out for thebenefit of her health, Lady Iloward,whois the widow of the late Lord Howard of Glut-wop is a daughter ofAmbrose de Lisle, so thatall her family have beenCatholics. WhentheMarquisof Butemarried theDowager's daughter, he made thesignificant remark, 'I would rather marry a Howard than aGuelph.'
The Sacred Heart Convent, Malvern, has just celebrated theoentenaryof the foundationof its Order withappropriate festivitiesandceremonies. In 1882the mother house at Paris establishedabranch at Rose Bay,and in 1888 the Rose Bay foundationestab-lished the Sistersat Malvernat the request of his Grace the Arch-bishop of Melbourne. During their residence in Melbourne tLonunshaveacquired their present convent at East Malvernat a coatof £2500, anda second house near St. Joseph'sChurch, where

'heyhaveexpended £4000 in providing primary schools. They areabouttobuild a newconvent and schools also.
There recently passed away at Pekina, South Australia, apatriarch who,if hehad lived another mouth, wouldhave had tlv*raredistinction of having seen three centuries,says the ifroj*,*, rMr Patrick Daly was born in Glen Isna, Ballyvaughan, CountyClare,Ireland, inNovember,1799. He came to this colony in lsi'l,and Bettled first atKapunda, where he workedat the copper mi»^'Subsequently he carried on farming atBagot's Well. Untilat< wweeks of his death his faculties,bodily and mental, were wonder-fully preserved. Hiseyesight was keen. He was capable of chop-ping woodand doing odd jobs about the farm. He has left & yen

ohildrenand twenty-ninegrandchildren, all settledin the colony.
Among thepassengersby the steamerBarbarossa,whicharrived

at Freemantle from Bremen recently, was the Ripht Rev. Dr.Coappe,M.S.H., Vicar-Apostolic in New Britain. Dr. Coupp6 wasaocompaniedby a band of missionaries— eight priests, six Brothers,
and two nuns— all of the Order of the Sacred Heart of MaryImmaculate, to secure whose services the Bißhop had recentlyreturned from the islands to Germany. The headquartersof theOrder in this hemisphere.are in Sydney, where they haverecentlyerected at Kensington a handsome monastery. Their missionground embraces,as wellaaNew Britain. New Guinea. Inboththeir
mission fields thesuccess of the missionarieshas 'veu notable, and
they have succeeded under difficulties requiring <<f fh m the'mostarduous labors and heroic sacrifices. InNew I.mam tueir convertsnumber 7300.

Mr.Townaend M'Dermott, the veteran BUlarat barrister, who
is probably the oldest practising counsel in Australia, was, onNovember 3,presented at the BallarutCity Hall with a purse con-taining 150 sovereigns and an illuminatedaddress, couched in very
complimentary terms. The testimonial was mainly subscribed byMr. M-Dermott's frienjs in the legal profession of Ballarat andMelbourne. Sir Henry Cuthbert, who presided,referred to the long
and brilliant career of Mr.M'Dermott.who, as a graduate of Trinity
College,DubliD, wanadmitted as a practitioner over GO years ago,
and wassubsequently, as a junior, profjß«ionally a^sooi.ited in the'Four Courts with thegreat Daniel O'Connell. Mr. MDermott,who
is over 80 years of age, thanked the various speakersfor the kindand complimentary things said regarding him in proposing hishealth.

Inhis report on theprimary schools of the archdioceseof Mel-bourne the Rev. Father John McCarthy, Inspector, states that onSeptember 30 there werein operation 103 sepante primary schools
with anattendanceof 20,(i02 children, under 14S tuichers. of whom
178 arereligious. Of these 20,(J02 children attending the primaryschools,725 are non-Catholics. Above one-fourth of the children
attend schools conducted by the Sisters of Mercy, and one-eighth
those incharge of the Sisters of Charity. The expenditureonnew
parochialschools during the year was £1280, and tne coat of altera-
tions, repairs,and appliances was £250(J, making a total outlay of
£2786, independentof salaries to teachers. The salaries of the 448teachers fer the year amounted to £20,987, which, added to the
expenditure on new schools, alterations, etc., make a total of£24,773, which gives £1 4s as the average cost per pupil. Theaverageexpenditure for the last nineyears was £22.119. Large aa
are the sunn already spent in providing school accommodationfurther expenditure must still be incurred in order to provide
suitably for the ever increasing attendance at theparochial schools.Of theoonventhigh schools there are20, with an attendanceof 253
junior boys and 1495 girls, making a totalof 1748 pupils,of whom
226 are non-Catholicf>. Twenty-five pupils of these schools passed
the matriculation examinationof the Melbourne University ; 12
matriculatedinmusic, and 395 were auccesi-ful in winning otherdistinctions,amongst them being very many honors and passes of
theRoyal Collegeof Music. The diatiny:uidhed professor whopre-
sided at theseiexaminations, Mr. A. Somerveil, was loud in hia
admiration of the musical work done in the convent schools." There is one thingInoticed in the school examinations,'he said
toan interviewer,11thOctober, 1900,'and that was that the teach-
ing in the convent schools was far superior to thatof other schools.Why itshouldbe soIdonot know, butIhaveseen itnot only here,
butalso in Sydney,and in somecases the contrasthaabean wonder-
ful. Itwasjust the sameat Sale a few days ago,and whereverI
goInotice it.'

Everyoneacting a responsiblepart in the world, b« itgreat or■mall,andbe itacted with or withoutconsciousnessof its charaoter,
it oontinually workingfor others as wellaa forhimself.

Thursday, January 3, 1901.] NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

PRESENTATION TO MISS QUINN, TEMUKA. INTERCOLONIAL.
Thxhewua large attendancein St.Joseph's schoolroom, Temaka,onThursday night of last week (says the Leadrr) when a presen-tationof anilluminatedaddress anda parseof sovereigns wasmade
to Miss Catherine Quinn, who has acted as organist of the CatholicGhuroh for the past 10 years. The Rev. Father Fauvel occupied
tha chair. A verynice programmeof vocalandinstrumentalmusicwasgone through, after which the rev. chairman read an address,
wJtioh was beautifully illuminated by Llie Sisters of St. Joseph.The address stated that the parishioners of St. Joseph's learningthat Miss Quinn wasabout to leave the parish under very piecing
oiroumstancesdesired to give expression to the affectionateregard
inwhichshe was held by all. For many years she had rendered
invaluable service to the congregation by acting gratuitously as
organist, whilst her kindness and goodness of heart and heramiableandgentle manners had won theheartfeltesteem of every
one,

FatherFauvel supplementedthe address by a few remarks in
wkiohhe thankedMiss Quinnfor her gratuitousBervioes during the
nut10yean,and also expressed his thanks to MesdamesTwomey,BoriandFitzgerald for thepart they had taken inmaking the pre-
sentation a success.

Mr. Quinn, on behalfof his daughter, thankedFathersFauveland Galerne and the congregation for the address and puree of
sovereigns. Hesaidit was apleasure to himself and hie family toknow that Miss Quinn's servicesas organist of St.Joseph'sChurch
had been sohighly appreciated. He hoped she wouldnever forget
thekindness whichshe had received at their hands, andon leavingTemuka, the place of her birth, she would take with her happyrecollectionsof themanypleasantdays spent there. In conclusionhe specially thanked Rev. Father Fauvel, who had been chiefly
instrumentalin getting upthe testimonial, whichhe had sopleas-
ingly presented. Votesof thanks to the rev.ohairmanfor presid-ing, andcheers for Miss QuinnandMr.and Mrs.Qninnbrought theproceedings toa close.
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