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Friends at Court.

GLEANINGS FOR NEXT WEEER'S CALENDAR,

(Written for the N.Z, TABLET.)

Decembar 23, Sunday.—Fourth in Advent,
' 24, Monday.—Vigil of the Nativity of Our Lord.
" 25, Tuesday. —Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ.
“ 26, Wednesday.—5t. Stephen, firat Martyr,
" 27, Tharsday.—St. John, Apostle and Evangelist.
" 28, Friday.~~Holy Innocents, Martyrs.
" 29, Baturday.—~S8t. Thomas, Bishep and Martyr,

ST. BSTEFPHEN, DEACON AND PROTO-MARTYR OF THE CHURCH,

8t. BTEPHEN, the first martyr of the Christian Church, was the
foremost among the seven deacons who were chosen by the nssembly
of the faithful to assist the Apostles in the daily distribution of
slma. By the imposition of the handas of the Aposties they
received the graoe of the Holy Ghost, and were ordained as
ministers of God with power and grace for the discharge of some
of the inferior duties of the sacerdotal office, The extraordinary
teal displsyed by Stephen in preaching the word of God, the
suocess which orowned hia labors and the miracles which accom-

ied them excited in the highest degree the fury of the Jews.

ey aooordingly conapired to take his life, and for this purpose
accused him before the Sanbedrim as a blasphemer against Moses
and agaivst God Himself. The indictment having been read,
Caiaphas, the high priest and president, asked him what he had to
pay in bis defence. Meanwhile all present wers amared at the
singnlar beanty and brighiness which shone in his countenance, eo
that it appeared more like the face of an angel than of & 1man,
Btanding thus in the midst of the assembly, Stephen preached
boldly the Name of Jesus, reminding his hearers of 1he wonderful
dealings of God with their fathers, and how all the events of their
history, the types and figures of the Qld Law and the inspired
words of the Prophets, were intended to prepare the hearts of men
for the coming of the Redeemer, And now, when He had coms,
they had rejected Him, and like their forefathers who had perse-
cnted and slain the Prophets, they had betrayed and murdered the
Just One, who was the promised Mersiah and the Incarnate God.
While thus he spoke, being fail of the Holy Ghost, he raised his
eyes to heaven, which opened before him, reverling to him the glory
of God and Jesus standing by His Father's side, Wheroupon be
exclaimed, ' Behold I see the heavens opened and Jesus standing on
the right hand of God.'

Upon bearing these words the members of the Council cried
out with a loud voice and, stopping their ears as if he had been

uilty of some frightful blsephemy, with one accord rnshed npon

imn, and, dragging him outside the city gates, stoned him to death.
Meanwhile the holy martyr with his dying breath invoked the name
of his beloved Master. ‘ Lord Jesus,’ said he, ‘receive my epirit.
And falling on his knees, he cried out with s loud voice eaying:
! Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.,’ And when he had said this
he fell asleap in the Lord.

The dying prayer of this blessed martyr, remarks St. Augus-
tine, bore #peedy and abundant fruit in the conversion of St. Paul,
the great Apostle of the Gentiles, who in the ardor of his mistaken
zeal participated in the murder of St, Stephen by charging
:iimuelt with the garments of those who were employed in stoning

m,
THE HOLY INNOCENTS.

A fow days ago we listened at Bethlchem to the angelic song:
* Glory be to God in the highest and on earth peace to men of good
will," and we beheld in epirit the holy shepherds within the peaceful
sanctuary of the stable adoring their new-born Saviour, To them
muogseded the three royal pilgrims from the east, who were bidden
by Herod to bring him word when they had found the Messiah, that
he alpo might come and adore Him. Warned, however, by an angel
that Herod wished to find the Child only in order to destroy Him,
they returned by another way into their own country. Finding
his arafty project thus frustrated, Herod became transported with
rage and tormented by an anxious fear for the security of his
throne, To ensure the removal of his fancied rival, he despatched
& band of armed men to Bethlehem and its neighborkood, with
orders to put to death all the male children under the sge of two
years, His cruel mandate wss at once put into execution, and the
ionooent babes were ruthlessly slanghtered before the eyes of their
mothers, This sad scene had already been predicted by the prophet
Imaish, ‘A voice in Ramah waa heard, lamentation and great
maurning ; Rachel bewailing her children and would net be com-
forted because they are not.’

‘ Weep, wretched mothers,” says & holy writer, weep ¢ bocause
your children are not. Or rather, do not weep, O happy mothers,
because they atill exist. They are dead, it is true, but they died for
Him who is the Light of the World. Tkey were the first to die for
Him who died for all. They are the first fruits among the martyrs
of Jesus ; they will be Hia delight in the kingdom of heaven and
will accompany the Lamb of God wherespever He goeth, Weep
not, happy motbers, for your children yot live in the sight of God,’

Dunstar Times says :—' Messrs, W, Gawne and Co. have for
warded us & bottle of their Worcestershire Bance. The saunce is
quite equal in quality to Leaand Perrin’s, and is only half the cost
of the imported article. It has also a delioate piquancy all its own,
whioch muet make it an epicurcsn’s delight and a joy forever, We
asked a namber of people to sample the Bance eent us, and they
weore charmed with it.  Qur resders should ask for the Saunoce and
try it for themselves, —* *

E. V. DUNNE BOOKSELLER,
-
43 GEORGE STREET, hUNEDIN.

———

JOST REMOVED TO NEW PREMISES.

Bpecial inducementa are now offered to Customers and the General
Publie to kindly inspect our NEW S8TOCKS in every line,

Just Opened :
THE LATEST IN BOOKS, STATIONERY,
AND ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF GENERAL & FANCY GOODS,

]

Inspeotion freely invited,

SMALL GRAZING RUNS OPEN FOR LEASE ON
APPLICATION.

NOTICE I8 HEREBY GIVEN that Small Grazing Runs in the
undermentioned Districts will be open for lease on applica-
‘I;i;Onl at this Office on and after WEDNESDAY, 16th Jannary,
WAIHEMO DISTRICT: I378 acres; £25 16s 9d half-yearly
rental. Valuation for improvements, £413 Ts 6d.
NASEBY DISTRICT: 196 acres; £4¢ 1s 8d balf-yearly rental,
Valuation for improvements, £501 7s 6d,
BUTTON DISTRICT; 2176 acres; £27 1s half-yearly rental
Valuation for improvements, £171 12s 24,
NENTHORN AND STRATH-TAIERI DISTRICTS : 4300 acres H
£6§ 14s 2d half-yearly rental, Valuation for improvements,
#1421 14s,
MARUWENTA DISTRICT : 1019 acres; £10 128 4d half-yearly
rental, Valuation for improvements, £318 5s,
MOUNT HYDE DISTREICT : 4500 acrea; £56 bs half-yearly
rental, Valuation for improvementa, £132 ba.
MOUNT HYDE DISTRICT : 1254 sores; £11 15824 half-yearly
rental, Valuation for improvements, £280 5s,
Bale plans and fall particulars may be obtained on application

at thie office,
J. P, MAITLAND,

Commissioner of Crown Lands,
Crown Lands Office,
Dunedin, 10th December, 1000,

PASTORAL RUNS FOR LEASE BY PUBLIC AUCTION,

DI OTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undermentioned Pastoral

Lands will be snbmitted to public anction for lease nt this
Office on WEDNESDAY, the 16th January, 190I, at 11 v'clock,
am, —

Runs 179, 183, and 1634 (grouped, Class 1), Tuapeka County,
16,200 acres; term, 21 years ; upsct annoal rental, £100;

Run 96 (Class 1), Clutha County ; 2000 acres, term, 14 years ;
upset annral rental, £30,

Bections 13, 14, 15, and 17, Block VII, and Sections 18 and
21, Block V., Table Hill District, Bruce County ; 1128
acrea ; term, 14 years ; upset annual rental, £11,

Possession of above runs will be given on lst March, 1901,

Run 383 (Class 1), Lake County; 51,560 acres; term, 21
Yyears; upset annual rental, £25,

Ruan 3334 (Class 1), Lake County ; 28,780 acres; term, 21
Years ; upset annual rental, £30; Valuation for improve-
ments, £36,

Possession of Runs 333 and 3334 will be given on day of sale,

The above Runa wili be sold general]y in accordance with the
grovisions of Part VI. of *The Laond Aot, 1892 Purchasers must
eposit statutory declarations required by section 62 of *The Land
Act, 1892 and pay the flrst half-year’s rent, together with license
foo (£1 Is) on fall of the hammer. Valuation for improvements
must be paid before purchasers will be allowed into possession.
Sale plans end full partioulars may be obtained at this Office,

J. P. MAITLAND,
Commissioner of Crown Lande,
Crewn Lands Office,

Dunedin, 10th December, 1900,

Wanted, about 50 clerks to help read testimonials re Tuscicurs,
Sole manufaoturer, 8. J, Evans, 28 6d.—,*,

TH.E Leading House in CHRISTOHURCH for Drapery, Mantles and
Underclothing

BEATH AND GO



