
The Feast of theExpectationhas beeninstitutedby the Churoh
tocommemorate the longing desires and fervent aspirationswith
which the ImmaculateVirgin greeted the near approach of that
happy day when she was to bring into the world the long expected
Messiah, Whose coming to redeem mankind had been the continual
object of her sighs and prayers. Now the time appointedby the
Divine Decree was accomplished, and the Great Mystery hidden
under veils and figures from thebeginning of the world wasabout
tobe revealed to theastonished eyes of angels andof men. During
4000 years had the earth groaned under the dominion of Satan,
while kings,patriarchs,and prophets had looked eagerly forward
for the coming of the promised Redeemer Who was to break the
fetters with which mankind was bound and restore men to the
liberty of the sons of God. Meanwhile thepromisemade by God to
our first parents, that the seed of the woman should crush the
serpent'shead, was carefully treasured upand handed down from
father toson through succeeding generations.

The same consoling promise was confirmed and more clearly
denned by the announcement to Abraham that in his seed allthe
nations of the earth should be blessed, a prediction which was
afterwardsrepeated in favor of his son and grandson, Isaac and
Jacob. As time wenton thepromise was renewed to King David,
of whoee family it wasdeclared that the Redeemer was to be born.
Many of thepsalms of the royal prophetare full of ardent aspira-
tions after the comingof the Saviour Who waß to destroy thepower
of hell andre-establish thekingdom of God in the hearts of men.
Itwasalso permitted him to behold in the far off future theaccom-
plishment of thepromisesof God by the Incarnation,Passion, and
Deathof our Lord. These sacred mysteries he has described tous
with aminuteness which reads rather like a record of thepast than
aprediction of the distant future. The same may be said of the
writings of Borne of the other prophets, who were sent by God to
prepare the minds and hearts of men for thpcomingof His Son.
Conspicuous amon? these was Isaiah, who after announcing that
the Redeemer would be born of a virgin, relates in detail many
circumstances regarding His Passion and the establishment of Ilia
Church. Inhis ardent longing for the speedy coming of the Incar-
nate God he cries out,'Dropdown dew yeheavens from above,and
let the olouds rain the Just;let theearth be openedand bud forth"
a Saviour.'

Thus did the saints of old continually aspire after the coming
of the Son of God, Whom, however, they were not permitted to
beholdwith theeyesof flesh. Whereforeour BlessedLord reminded
His Apostlesof the specialprivilege which they themselves enjoyed
in beholding and conversing with Him during His mortal life" Blessed,' said he, 'are your eyes because they see, and your ears
because they ear. For amenIsay to you,many prophetsand just
menhavedesired to see the things that you see and havenot seenthem,and to hear the things that you hear and havenot heard,
them.'

ST. AGNES OF ABSISI, VIRGIN.
When the holy maiden Clare, enamoured of chastity and

poverty, fled from home to tread in the footsteps of St. Francis,she
leftbehind her a youngsister of 11,named Agnes, a child of great
piety and purity. Inspired by the Holy Ghost to imitate the
example of her beloved sister, thesaintly girl followed her to the
Conventof St. Angeloa few days later, anddeclaredher firm deter-
minationtoremain with her and share her penitential life. Upon
the discovery of the flight of Agnes, her father, who was already
much incensed by the departure of his elder daughter, set nobounds to his anger. He andhis relations accordingly set out to
recover Agnes at any cost. On their arrival at the convent they
firstappealed to her filial affection and obedience,but finding her
resolution unshaken, they threw aside all reserve andcommanded
her inanangry tone to return at once. As she still refused, they
laid violent hands upon her and tried to drag her away. But
behold1 all of a sudden their arms became powerless, and they
wereunable to move the light burden of her tender frame. At
length, finding their strength exhausted,they began to load her
withreproaches,whileone of her uncles morecruel than the rest
raised his sword to strike her. Butinamomenthis armbecame
useless and his weapon fell to the ground. At this juncture her
B>\ter Clare came running up,and by her entreaties prevailedupon
them to desist from further efforts. Whereupon they returned to
the father, who, on hearing what had happened, recognised thehand of God and left his daughter at peace to follow the Divine
call.

Agnes assisted at the triumphant funeral of her holy sister
and witnessed the miracles which were wrought at her
tomb. Soon afterwards she was called in her turn by her Divine
Spouse,and took her flight to heavenonNovember16, Aj).1253.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

THE GALVESTON DISASTER.Friends at Court.

Thursday, December 13,1900.]

GLEANINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S CALENDAR.

(Written for the N.Z.Tablet.)
Deoembw16, Sunday.—Third in Advent.„ 17, Monday.—St. Leonardof Port,Maurice. St.'Agues

of Assisi, Virgin., is, Tuesday.—Expectation of the Blessed VirginMary.„ 19, Wednesday.—St. Urban V., Pope and Confessor.
Qnattiar Tense.„ 20, Thursday.—St. Josophat,Bishopand Confessor.„ 21,Friday.—St. Thomas,Apostle. QuatuarTense.„ 22, Saturday.—Quatuar Tense. St.Deusdedit,Popeand
Confessor.

Commentingon certaingenerallyoverlookedphasesoftheGalvestondisaster, Mr.James R.Randallwritesentertainingly and instructively
in the Catholic Columbian:

To our eyes'looking through a glass darkly,' there weresome
singular orcontradictory events in theGalveston tragedy. Besides
the Cathedral only twoother churches werespared. One was the
Jewish Synagogue and the other a negro Catholic chapel. Inone
of our grander churches the only stainedglass window intact repre-
sentsSt. Peter Claver baptizing a negro. The brewery was prac-
tically unharmed and few saloons were blowndown. TheSecretary
of the V.M.C.A.owed his life to the inmates of the UrsnlineCon-
vent. Ghouls were spared, to meet later on, an ignominiouriy
swift death, whilegood men who saved many lives perished. The
common answer to seeming incongruities is that given to HolyJob,
by God Himself, when murmuring ceased at the tremendous
question:'Where wert thou when Ibuilt the foundations of the
earth /' Inportentous calamities death, like rain, falls upon just
andunjust alike,and the sacrifice of the just is,ina certain sense,
atonement for the unjust, not as to their eternal destiny but
humanly speaking. The people of Galveston deliberately built
their city ona perilous spot known to be such. Only a miracle
couldhavemade them secure permanently under existingcircum-
stances,and God performsmiracles in His own way, whichis Dot
our way. At Lisbon the mighty earthquake killed thousands of
persons in the churches whileassisting at the adorable Sacrificeof
the Mass, anda tidal waveengulfed 30,000 fugitives on theriver
bank. A record states thatnot a disreputable house in Lisbonwm
overthrown. The staunch of Faithdo not get discouraged at such
curious happenings. They whokeep in constant preparationneed
not carehow or whenand where they areto die. Out of thisawful
visitation at Galveston,God will, in season,draw beneficent results.
By a little effort, comparatively, the Catholics of this country, can
replace theirruined temples and institutions. Conversions to the
true Faith will come,Ithink, tonot a few who would never other-
wise gain that crown. If all of the survivors now recognise the
emptinessofcarnal things and the ineffable importance of thing*
eternal, the catastropheat Galveston will be a salutary lesson, often
tobe taught innoother manner.

EXPECTATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN.
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J£ W. DUNNE, BOOKSELLER,
43 GEORGE STREET, DUNEDIN.

JUST REMOVED TO NEW PREMISES.

Special inducements are nowoffered toCustomers and theGeneral
Public tokindly inspect our NEW STOCKS inevery line.

Just Opened:
THE LATEST IN BOOKS, STATIONERY,

AND ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF GENERAL & FANCY GOODS.

Inspection freely invited.

E. A. COGAN.] [D. CRAWFORD.
COGAN & CRAWFORD,

SHAREBROKERS,
10 Crawford Street,

DUNEDIN.
Members of the Dunedin Stock Exchange.

Telegraphic Address:CooanCrawfordDunedin.
Cable Address:Cooan Dunedin.

The enormousoutput of McCormick machines defies themental
grasp of man. If the machines they manufacture were to issue
from the gate of their works (the largest in the world), the spec-
tators wouldsee throughout the working dayaMoCormickmachineemerging at full gallop every thirty seconds.

—
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Tussicara.
—

The most wonderful remedy of the age for coughs
colds, bronchitis, influenza, and all other affections of the throat
and lungs. Those suffering should obtain it at once. Give it a
trial.—.*.

A shipment of the beautiful Sterling Bicycles
—

chain, chain*less, and free wheels
—

has just been received. They are morebeau*
tiful, if possible, than ever. Intending purchasers of bicycles
Bhould certainly see the Sterlings before deciding on any other.Morrow,Bassett and Co., Christchurch, Ashburton, and Dunedin,
soleagents.— „%

Mr. P.LUNDON, Phoenix Chambers, Wanganui, is stillbusy
puttingpeople on the soil. Hehas alsohotels intownandcountry
ForSaleandToLease. Write tohim.— V

A veryuseful tool is Mawson'aPatent Lifting Jack, for lifting
waggons and carriages while eiling, etc. It iB one of the handiest
andbest Jacksmade. One mancaneasily lift a ton,andits weight
is only 141b. It is quick inaction. A trial will demonstrate its
wonderful utility as a great saving in muscular exertion. Bee it.The price, only 15s. Morrow,Bassett,andCo.,soleagents.
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