
According to aLondon oable of SaturdaySir Weetby Percevalisa passenger for this Colony by the steamer China.
The Triad for the current monthcontainsanumber of interest-ing articles dealing with art, science, music etc.. and is very well

illustrated.
Nearly 1200 persons in theChristchurch district arereceiving

old-age pensions,this being an increase of 200 during the past 12months.
As anillustrationof howanxious peopleare to goon the landitis stated 1500 applications have been received at Kaikoura forland in the Speg block,anarea of 12,246 acres.
Thepenny postagerate, which comes into forceon January 1,only applies totheUnitedKingdom andsomeof thecolonies, and not

toforeigncountriesor Australia. For the former therate remains at2id thehalf-ounce, and for Australia 2d;postcards,l£d.
Elaboratepreparations are being made in Cliristchurch for

the jubilee celebrations on Anniversary Day. The city will be
decoratedona scale that has not been attempted therebefore, and
theprocession,inwhich thepioneers will takepart, will be a great
feature of theproceedings.

The double ceremonyofopeningthe newBasilicaof theSacredHeartat Thorndon, Wellington, and the laying of the foundationBtoneof thenewCathedral, is fixedfor thefirst SundayinFebruary.HibEminence Cardinal Moran will officiate atboth places. Therewillalsobe present anumber ofother Australian and New Zealandprelates andmany otherecclesiastics.
Inhis speechlast weekatHokitika thePremierspoke stronglyagainst the remarks of the Governorof Fiji,Sir G. T. M. O'Brien,

and said he would insist on his proving hia assertions or apologia-
ing. He made lengthy references to the gallantry of the New
Zealand troops inSouth Africa, and said that as the colonies hadgiven their sons to diein themaintenanceof the unity and integrityof theEmpire they should be representedin its councils.

A pecoliar incident, illustrating the well-known fidelity ofdogs for their masters and grief at their loas, has been brouehtunder the notice of the Manawata Standard. The late Mr.J,G.
Rush had a favorite fox terrier, which wasa constint visitor to thesick room. After the deathof its master the dog mnaned arid leftthehouse,and was found thenext day dead on the lawnof Mr. 11.G. Moore, a neighbor of the Ute Mr.Rush.

SpeakingatHokitika last week with regard proposedlegisla-
tion the Right Hon. R.J. Seddon said that the Government would
introduce next session a Local Authorities Bill after reference of
the matter to a conference. A great evil was too many local bodies,
buthe preferred giving such bodies anopportunity ofeffacingthem-selves. The Factoriesand ShopHours Act would be amended, andbanks and mercantile offices brought under its provisions. Per-
sonally he was not in favor of Federation with Australia under
present conditions,but would keep anopen mind for the report of
the commission sanctioned by Parliament, the members of which
werenot yet appointed.

Writes the Shrewsbury correspondent of the Lira-pool
Catholic Times :

—
A wedding which aroused considerable interest

amongbt local Catholics was celebrated at the Ca'hedral,Shrews-
bury,on Thursday,October 18, the contracting parties being Miss
Iwabel Frances Delia Porta, younger daughter of Mr. Joseph DeliaPort*, Beltnont,Shrewsbury, andMr.MatthewCook, second son ofMr. James Cook, Wellington, New Zealand. The bride is held inhigh esteem by all classes;she has alwaysbeen a generous friend
to the poor and evinced the liveliiai interest in everygood work
inaugurated by the church, and therefore it occasioned nosurprise
that the ceremony was attended by a crowded congregation, many
people being unable to obtain admission to the cathedral. TheRight Rev.Dr. Allen,Bishopof Shrewsbury,officiated, assisted bythe Rev. Dr. A. Moriarty. There were four bridesmaid*—Miss
Rabnett (niece of thebride), Miss Cook (cousin of thebridegroom),
Miss Booth, and Miss Carr. The bride was given away by herfather, and the best man waaMr. Robert Cook, eldest brother of the
bridegroom.

The examinationof the Sacred Heart School. Kaikoura,con-
ducted by the Sieter9 of the Mission (writesa correspondent) took
place on December 3 and 4, with the followingrenult :— Standard
VL:presented 5,allpassed;Standard V. : presented3,all passed;
SiandardIV.:presented 8,allpassed;Standard 111.:presented 6,
all passed;Standard 11.:presented 6, 4 passed; Standard I.:presented 13, all passed. Two lady experts (Mrs. B.Mackle andMrs.Bell)examined the needlework done during the nine months
the Sisters have had charge of the school. To the Sisters and the
pupils alike the verdict is highly creditable:— 'We are,1 they said,'surprised at the excellence and variety of the work, and the
quantity for the shortness of time.' Out of 60 pupils on theregister 55 were present at the examinations;and the percentageof passes in the Standards wasequal toIJ7. This speaks well for
nine months' works ; for,owing to changes in staff and in build-
ings, theschools were closed for some months prior to the Sisters'
arrival.

Thb Registrar-General has issued a leaflet of comparative
statisticsof the Colony for the years ended September 30, 1890 and1900. During the 10 years the population has increased from
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wasrerysuccessfulinhisefforts for theorphan. The contributionsreceived by him in the Liwrenoeparish amounted to £223 7b;inthe Cromwell parish, £143 9» ; and in the Queenstown parish,
£123 7s. This gives, for three parishes, the respectable total of
£490 3s.

NEW ZEALAND:GENERAL.

620,545 to 764,181, equal to 2S'lsper cent. The imports hare in-
creased from £6,371,479 to £10,047.332, theexports from £3,985,240
to £13,661,226, and the total produceof theColony from £9,759,846
to £13,477,966. The export of butter has increased by 32288 per
cent, and the value by 427*93 per cent. The cheese export has in-
creased invalue by 15618 per cent., sheepskins by 156 44 per cent.,
and frozenmeatby 142*21per cent. The coal outputhas increasedfrom 637,397 tons to975,234 tons, and the gold output from 232,625
to 887,6630z. Othercomparisons are as follows :

— Occupiedhold-
ings, 38,178 in 1891,62,485 in 1899;land in cultivation, 8,039,765
acres iv 1891, 12,515,802 acres in 1899; occupied areaof land,
31,867,505 aoresin 1891,;34,422,653 acres in 1899;Bheep, 16,116,113in1891, 19,348,506 in1899; cattle,813,831 in 1891,1,222,139 in 1899;
miles of railway open for traffic,1342 in 1890, 2196 in 1900 (inclu-
ding 79 miles of the Midland Railway); miles of telegraph line
open, SGCO in 1891, C9lO in 1900 ;deposits in Post Office SavingsBank, £2.441,876 in1890, £5,320,370 in 1899 (an inoreaseof 117*88
per cent.);value of land.and improvements, £122,225,029 in 1891,£138,591347 in1898.

THE STOKE INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL CASES.

The re-trial of Brother Wybertus on the charge of indecentassault
on a boy namedGuckeit,aa to which the jury failed to agree lastweek,took place at the Supreme Court, Wellington, on Monday.
The jury,after three hours' deliberation,returnedaverdict of" not
guilty.' This decision brought the Stokeoases to an end,theCrown
having decided" not toproceed any further. In all the cases tried
the juries brought in verdicts of not guilty. We shallhave some*
thing tosay on theseoases in our next issue.

WEDDING BELLS.

MACKAY— DARBY.
On Wednesday, November 21(writes our Auckland correspon-

dent) themarriageof Mr. RobertMackay andMiss Margaret Darby
was solemnised in the chapelof the Bishop's Palace at Ponsonby,
The Right Rev. Dr. Lenihan, assisted by the Rev. Father Darby,
brotherof thebride, and theVeryRev.Dr. Egan,0.5.8.,performedthe
ceremony. HisLordship celebrated theNuptial Maasat which the
newly-wedded couple received Holy Communion. The bride wu
piven away byher father, Mr.Patrick Darby, one of ouroldest and
deservedly respected Catholic citizens,and attended by her sister,
Mi.sa Gertrude Darby. Mr. Edward Darby, of Wellington, officiated
asbest man, and theRev. Father Patterson performed appropriate
music on the organ. After the ceremony the wedding party ad-
journed to the re-idence of the bride's parents, where the wedding
breakfast was partakenof. The guests comprised his Lordship the
Bishop, the Right Rev. Mgr. O'Reilly, the Very Rev. Dr. Egan,
0 5.8., and the Rev.Fathers Darby,Gillan, 0Hara, O'Gallagher,
O'Carroll, Corcoran, Patterson, and Purton, 0.5.8.,and the imme-
diate relatives of the bride and bridegroom. The bride looked
charming in a Finart travelling costume of striped silk
poplin. She carried a lovely bouquet and wore a gold
c.«bk' bangle and a ruby brooch, the giftsof the bridegroom. The
presents were numerous andbeautiful.

OBITUARY.

MRS. MCKEY, SOUTH DUNEDIN.
We regret torecord the death of Mrs McKey, wife of Mr Michael
McKey, which took place at her residence, Ocean Beach Hotel,
South Dunedin, on November WO. The deceased was a native of
Hilltown,County Down, Ireland, whereshe wasborn48 years ago.
She came toNew Zealandin 18f>9, andresidedeversince inDunedin.
The interment took place onSunday,December 2, the funeral being
largely attended. The remains were taken toSt. Patrick's Basilica,
where the first part of the burial service was road,and thence to
the SouthernCemetery, the Rev.Father Delaney officiating both at
the church and at the graveside. At the lastmeeting of the South
Dunedin BoroughCouncil a motion expressing sympathy with Mr
McKey, who is a valued member of that boly,in thebereavement
Hustained by him, was passed. Thedeceased was much respectedby
all who knewher, andMr MuKey and family bave the sincere sjm-
pathy of a large circle of friends in their loss.

—
R.I.P.

TheRailway authorities have decided to suspend alltrain ser-
vices onChristmas Day on the Hurunui-Bluff section with certain
exceptions. A list of these will be published in our next issue.
They have also arranged torun special fast passenger trains incon-
nection with the Canterbury Jubilee celebrationsand theChristmas
andNew Year holidays. Special night trains will leaveDunedin
for Christohurch and rtVv versa on December 22, 24, 29, and81.
Further particular will be foundelsewhere in this issue.

—
„%

Messrs. Charles Begg andCo.,of Princes street,Dunedin,with
branches at Wellington, Ttmaru, and Inveroargill, direct the atten-
tion of tLe public to the fact that they have been appointed sole
agents for the celebrated American organ,'The Eetey,'and will be
pleased to forward catalogues,pries lists, and illustrations post free
to any part of the Colony. A liberal discount will be Riven for
cash, or veryeasy terms of paymentcan be arranged. Messrs. Begs;
and Co. keepa very large and well ee'ected Btock of music, com-
prising songs, pieces, anthem*, glees, cantatas, oratorios, etc.,and
intending purchasersof any kindof musical instruments would do
well to write to thefirm for theircatalogue.

—
*%
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KffiGSLAJTD & JEfiijUSOU UNDERTAKERS AND MONUMENTAL MABONS, Spe* and Dee Stbbbtb
44+44MM4J4+WV C* * *♥*>*VMV4* Invbrcaboill. Faneralsconductedtoor fromanypart of Southlana.
Ever descriptionof Monuments Stook. We lapply andereot.all kindsof grave fenow. Inscription!neatlyoat Telephone, 26.


