
troops,of those mysterious war panics which sometimes takeplaceamongevenseasonedold fighters just as unaccountablyas stampedes occur among cavalryhorses or baggagemules?" " "
WehaveoncebeforequotedLordWolesey upon a kindred

subject in the N.Z.Tablet. 'The public little know,' saidhe,*howoften soldiers"cut and run." On one occasionmyownmen ranfrom me in sheer panic, leavingme alone. Allsoldiers run away at times. Ibelieve that the British soldierruns awayless than thesoldier of any other nation,buthe alsoruns away sometimes. There is a great deal of human naturein soldiers, but the loss from skulking and desertion in the
greatconscript armies of the Continent attains dimensions ofwhich the English public have nonotion.' During the Penin-sula War twocrack British regimentswereonceon the march.A false rumor suddenly went like an electric shock throughthem. They threw down arms, abandoned baggage, andbolted madly in all directions—

a mere disorderlymob crazedwithblind terror. South Africa had an evil reputationfor suchunceremonius leave-takings long before the outbreak of the
present wretchedand long-drawncampaign. At MajubaHill,
for instance, both Boer and Briton felt the cold impact of asimultaneous scare when theystood facingeach other at shortrange. But the Dutchman had the steadiernerve: he pulledhimself together sooner and was'quicker on the draw thanMr. Atkins. That was all. Several small panics occurredduring the Zulu War. Some of them werecausedbynear-sighted or excitedsentries mistakinga bush or shrub or chunkof rock for a Zulu. One was brought about bya harmless,
necessarycow,browsing the sparse herbage toonear the camp.
The battle of Isandlana (January 22, 1879) could not haveprovedsuch a crowning disaster to the British troops but forthe panic which seized the men as Cetewayo'shordes of dark-skinned warriors swept down upon them. Another ragingscareled to the follies of Ginghilovo,whichhas been ever sinceknown in military circles by the appropriate name of

'
FortFunk.'

Few livingmenhave seen amidst thebattlesmokesomanydifferent nationalities engagedin" . . thatnobletrade
Thatdemi-gods and heroesmade

—
Slaughterand knockingon thehead,

as Mr. Archibald Forbes. He was with the German army in
thecampaignof 1870-71;he saw the redand fiery closeof theCommunein Paris; he was on every side of the triangular
duelbetween Carlists, Republicans, and Alfonsists in Spain;
he went through the Servian war in 1876 and the Russo-Turkish campaign in the following year;he witnessed thetaming of thehillmen in India,andwas in the thick of fightingin Afghanistan; and he went through the laager-making,powder blazing, helpless blundering, and kraal-burning thatnavebeen dignified with the name of 'war

'against the once-dreaded Cetewayo, king of the Zulus. His campaigning
experienceshaveleft himsomewhatof ascepticon the subject ofmilitarycourage. Inhis Barracks, Bivouacs, and Battleshe
almostfallsplump into the rank military heresy of declaring
thata 'naturally'braveman is almost as rare as a Notornis
Mantelli. In fact, it wouldalmost appearfromhis words that
'there ain'tnosich aperson.' But perhaps Archibaldmeans
by a

'naturally'brave manone who is merely hard
—

as somecriminals are
—

or one who is stupidly indifferent to, or stolidly
disregardful of, life, like some Eastern fatalists? "My ownbelief,' says he, " founded on someexperienceof divers nation-
alitiesin war-time, is thatmost men are naturallycowards. Ihave the fullestbelief in the force of thecolonel'sretort to the
major. "Colonel," said the major, in a hot fire, "you areafraid. Iseeyou tremble." "Yes, sir," replied the colonel,"and if you wereas afraid as Iam, you wouldrunaway." Ido think,' continues Forbes, ' three out of four men wouldrunawayif they dared. There are, doubtless, some men whom
nature has constitutedso obtuseasnot to know fear, and who,therefore, deserve no credit for their courage; and there are
others with nerves so strong as to crush down the rising" funk." The madnessof blooddoesget intomen'sheads, no
doubt. . . But mostmen are like thecolonelof the dialogue—

theydisplaybravery because in the presence of theircom-
rades they are toogreatcowards to evincepoltroonery.'

THE CHURCH IN THE FLOWERY KINGDOM.

HEROIC DEFENCE OF THE CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL.
(From our own correspondent.)

Wk have hearda e^eat deal indeed aboutthe inconveniences whichthemembere of the Corps Diplomatiqueand other foreigners harehad toput; tip with in Pekingduring theniege, butcomparativelylittle of the almost total extirpation of Christianity in wholeViceroyalties, andof the frightful means by which that extirpation,was brought about. Yet history, it seems to me, will pay verylittle attention indeedto the lamentablefact that for several weekadelicately-nurtured men and womenhad to liveonhorse-fleshandrice and m momentary fear of death, while, attaching a greatdealof importance to the destructionof the HanlinLibrary, withall ita wealth of pricelessvolumesand to thebarbarousmurder ofthousand— perhaps tens of thousands,of Christians. Massacres ona much larger scale might, itis true,meanlittleina country wherehuman life is so cheap as in China, but these massacres seem tome to have nipped Chinese Christianityin thebud. Their effortwill, infact, be thesame ac that of the massacresof Christiansinthe seventeenth century inJapan, andChina, whenit awakens,andit soon must awaken and follow in the footstepsof its Easternneighbor,itwill be emphatically aPagannation. The consequenteffeoton the courseof history willbe considerable.While awaiting authoritativedetail, whioh Iam tohave in»few weeks froma Peking resident betterableperhaps thananyone
else m theChinesecapital to furnishme with Buohdetail,IBhouldwish todraw attentionin your oolumnahow enormously dispropor-tionate is our sympathy (1) for the foreign community inPekingand(2) for the Chinese Christians. Yet the latter seem to me todeserve our sympathy moat, for their sufferings have been dread-ful. Two months agoa distinguished ecclesiastichere said to me.La chritienti en Chine est tout a fait iivalUee;butit seems tomethat ithas been murdered as well asrobbed. Patting together theisolated items of news which have so far come to hand inregardto this subject, we becameconvinced that the damage which hasbeen done tomission work in China— not only inNorthChina batinHunanandother places— is almost irreparable. Such items areinnumerable, soIshall oonfine myself to giving oneor twoof them.A highChinese official who recently wrote

"A Dairy of Events inPeking
'
for the North ChinaDaily Newt says,under date of June29, that
'

When the fighting between the Chinese troops and theBoxers first began, a large number of native Christiana made asortie from theBritish Legation with the objectof escaping. Theywere all armed with rifles andstruck at whomsoeveropposedthem.Many of the regular troops and Boxers then chased theChristian!and went about hunting for them, so thatnoonecould venture onthe streets. No mercy wasshown to the Christians,and whereverfound they wereat once killed. Some of thehouses searched werealso Bet fire toafterwards, and theChristians who weretaken out ofthem were ledto the Lamp-light Market,where they wereburnedto cinders.'
THE SUFFEBINGS OF THE NATIVE CHRISTIANS.

This is whathappenedinPeking. The same scenes took placehowever,as far Bouth asHen-cian-fu in Hunan, where, in additionto theChristians beingmurderedand their dwellings destroyed, theFranciscan Bishop of the diocese,Moneignor AntonioFantosati, andthreeFathers were put to death. InPo-tung-fu and in Mutang-similar scenes wereenacted. InManchuria, to use the words of anon-Catholic correspondent there, 'the learned and genial BishopGuillon,of Moukden, the gentle and pioua Pere Emonet and abrother priest, Sister St. Croix, and another lady of the Frenoh
mission haveall won the martyr's crown,and the ohurohes (inclu-ding thefine Catholic Cathedral),hospitals,and missionhouses havebeen lootedand burned.' But my object here is not to dealwiththe sufferings of foreign missionaries:it is to draw attention tothe incomparably greater sufferings— greater, that is,more wide-
spread

—
of the mute, uncomplaining Christian natives. This easeofMoukden is an instanceof how the latter are neglected in thisconnection, for, whilemuch has been written about the murder oftheFrenohmissionariesand nuns, not a word has been said, so far

asIam aware,about the slaughter of converts that occurred atatthe same time. Nearly the same silence is maintained in thecase of that terrible massacre at Chenohon, Hochien Prefecture,ChihliProvince, where the troops of General Li Ping-hengput todeathno fewer than 1000 Christians. In spite of the appalling
natureand extentof this tragedy little attention was, asIhavesaid, paid toit byEuropeansuntilit was found thatithad stirredup the indignation of the prominent Chinese authorities south ofthe Yellow River,several memorials being despatched to Pekingdenouncing Li for the deed and demanding his dismissal fromoffice. One of thesememorials was sent byLiHung Chang.

All evidence tendß in short to show that our anxietyfor thefateof the Ministers inPeking blindedus to the fact that the extir-
pationofa section of the Chinese people,amost importantsection,too,when their potential as apart from their numerical value inconsidered,was being carried on in a manner which reoalls thestories told by Egyptian hieroglyphics and Babylonian tabletsbutseldom recordedin annals writtenon paper. We have in fact seenbutoherieson a frightful scale accompaniedby anintense hatredofChristianity worthyof aNero. Some journalists blame the mis-sionaries, it is true, and the converts, but Ithink that these
journalists wouldhave foundNero tohave beena verygood fellowif they hadlivedinhis time,and quite right in preventing thosevagabond Galileans from meddling with the worshipof the im-
mortalgods andthe ordered family life of the people. There can
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