
WARRIORS
THAT 1-EAR.

'Banjo 'Pattersonsharesone conspicuous
merit with the great war correspondent
Archibald Forbes:there isa halo of refresh-
ing candorabout his descriptionsof some ofhis experiencesin the South African war. He sketches in the

comic and paltry,as well as the tragico-heroic, side of this
squalid struggle. Inter alia he tells how youthful officers,
despite their best resolutions,'ducked

'
when they heard the

demoniacalshriek of the first shells that were fired at them
with hostileintent. Andagain,he records how, onone occa-sion,w+ien Mauser bullets began to play the devil's tattoo
about him, he dropped into a friendly hollow in the ground
andlay there as flat and motionless as a pancake until the
leaden music had ceased to play. 'The Man from Snowy
River

' was,we know, gifted with as bulkya stock of native
pluck as most men. But fear of death is a natural instinct.
Themerepossession of it— and akeensense of the fact of such

possession— are no impeachmentof a man's courage,and the
acknowledgmentof it isa testimony to his sense of truth andhonor. It is only your braggart cowards that never admit
such an experienceas fear:such as Don Adriano deArmado
inpeace ;Parolles in war;Bob Acres on occasion; Falstaff
at all times; and (in Sir Philip Sydney's Arcadia) the two
poltroons Dametasand Clineas, whoprotested that they would
fight their duel likeHectors, andbragged themselvesthe mostvaliant champions in the world

—
each confiding in the

cowardiceof the other. Sir Philip Sydney, Sir John Moore,
General Wolfe, and Nelson were nerve-bundles of sensibility
and of delicate constitution " they probably felt the
knee-shaking and the 'sinking ' about the epigastrium that
haveoften been experiencedby men who

—
like the namelesssoldierof The RedBadgeofCourage— afterwardsprovedthem-

selves heroes of Homeric mould. And if report be true,
Frederick theGreat was buta sorry hero in the earliest tussles
of the Seven Years' War." " "

In the secondvolumeof Coleridge'sWorks a distinguished
British naval officer tells the following story at his own ex-
pense:

'
When Sir Alexander [Ball] was Lieutenant Ball,hewas theofficer whomIaccompaniedonmy first boat expedi-

tion, being then a midshipman, and only in my fourteenth
year. As we were rowing up to the vessel which wewere toattack,amidstadischarge of musketryIwas overpoweredbyfear,my knees trembledunder me,andIseemedon the point
of fainting away. Lieutenant Ball, who saw the conditionI
was in, placed himself close besideme, and still keeping his
countenance directed towards the enemy, took hola of myhand, and,pressing it in the most friendly manner,said ina
low voice:'"' Courage,my dearboy! Dontbeafraidof your-
self ! Youwillrecover ina minute or so. Iwas just the same
whenIfirst went out in this way." Sir,added theofficer, it
was as if an angelhad put anewsoul into me. With the feel-
ing that Iwas not yet dishonored, the whole burden of my
agony wasremoved;and from that momentIwas as fearless
and forward as theoldestof theboat's crew,and onour return
the lieutenant spoke highly of me to the captain. Iam
scarcely less convinced ol my own being than that Ishouldhave beenwhatItremble to think of, if, insteadof his humane
encouragement,he had at that moment scoffed, threatened,or
reviled.' Pride,ambition, a sense of honor, the presenceof
comrades, and finally habit,usuallyovercome the pressureof
vulgar andunromantic

'
funk

'
on the youngsoldier in his first

encounters with the enemy, when overmastering feeling would
tempt him to make abee-line to the safe sideof the first wallor
treeor boulder that promises to protect his cuticle from the
impact of hostile lead. Men of some name as fighters have
run fast and tar from battle. James 11., for instance,'stoutly
ran away

'
from the Boyne and easily won the race fromthere

to Dublin. And the Earl of Argyle shifted sceneryso fast in
hishurry toget away from Munro that he was made the sub-
ject of the following sarcastic quatrain, which is preserved in
Wishart'sHistory ofMontrose :—: —

But thou thattime, likemany anerrant knight,
Didst save thyself by virtueof thy flight;
Whence nowingreat request this adage stands,
One pairof legs is worth twopair of hands." " "

'Bolting' from the zone of fire is a rather usual incident
in war. It is a failing with soldiers of every army. Germans
were furious with 'FightingPhil'Sheridan because he faith-
fully describedin hisMemoirs somepanics whichhe witnessed
among thesturdy soldiers of the Fatherland during the cam-
paignof 1870-1. Fearis credited withsometimesdoingbraver
feats 'thanever courage did in arms.' TheEnglishCervantes
says :—:

—
For menas resoluteappear
With too much as toolittle fear;
And when they'reont of hopesof flying,
Will ranaway fromdeathby dying,
Or turn again to standitoat,
And those they fled,like lions, roat.

But fear more commonly giveswings to flying heels than
steadinessand strength to nervous hands. A large bodyof
German troops— with all the moral advantageof rapid and
repeatedvictories on theirside— once boltedpell-mell from the
danger-zonein1870. They swept with them intheirmadonset
their officers, whoswore like the British army in Flanders,and
hurried off in their panic-flight the aged Emperor, who tried
in vain to induce them to again face the foe. At the battleof
Worth the sight of an officer (Futzunde Lascarre) uncon-
sciously leading a charge against them with his headblown
off by a roundshot, very nearlycaused a scare amongone of
the most gallant of all the Prussian infantry regiments.
Generalvon Goben's victorious troops were for a few moments
on thequiveringverge of apanic at Forbach, in August,1870,
whenasolitary French charger gallopedin amongst them with
the severed and bleeding arm of its lost rider still firmly
graspingthereins. Anddo not the livid pages of La Debdclt
giveas a fearful insight into the effects, among the French
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ters, the fraternity would graciously consent to remain c loyal
'

to the Crown. The dream of a perpetual monopolyof power
was rudely broken by the agitations for Reform, CatholicEmancipation,and Disestablishment. The pocket-loyalists—
as the Protestant historians Molesworth, Killen, and otherstestify— thereupon became 'absolutely furious,' and rose
against theCrown inastate of armed frenzyborderingon open
rebellion. 'Every attempt,' says Molesworth, 'made by
English statesmen to apply to Ireland the most elementary
principles of civil and religious liberty was encountered by
these (Orange)societies with bitterhostility and fresh insults
on their Catholic compatriots.'" " *

The standing boycott of Catholics in Derryand Belfast
endured until Parliament was shamedinto applyinga tardy,
grudging, and partial remedybyspecial Acts passedin 1896.For the rest, discrimination is still exercised against Catholics
to adisgracefulextent in the matterof public appointments in
the most distressful country. Just before the recent general
election the Orange party levelled a charge against the
Government that they had endeavored to give to Irish
Catholics somethinglike afair sharein the administration of a
country of whose population they form three-fourths. The
plaintof thebrethren became therallying-cry of theiropposi-
tion to Mr. Plunkett at the polls. At the census of 1891 the
three leading denominations stood numerically as follows :—:

—
Catholics, 3,549,956 ; Anglicans (Episcopalians), 602,300;
Presbyterians, 444,974. Anglicans and Presbyterians taken
togetherwereconsiderably less than a thirdof the Catholicpop-
ulationof thecountry. TheAttorney-Generalhotlystigmatised
as
'

baseless
'

and 'shameful
'

the Orangeaccusation that the
Governmenthadendeavored to be simply fair toCatholics in
its distributionof patronage. The'shameful accusation

'
was

disposed of byhim in the courseof a speech whichis instruc-
tive as showing the extent to whichthe oldspirit of ascendency
is still rampantin Ireland.* ♥ "

♥No record,' he said,' was kept of the politicalor religious
opinions of the persons employed in Government posts. Hehad,however caused inquiries to be made, and the result he
had arrived at, which was substantially accurate, he would
give. Of the Privy Councillors appointed 10 were Episco-
palians,three Presbyterians, two Roman Catholics; Judges of
the Supreme Court, two Episcopalians,onePresbyterian, and
oneRoman Catholic; CountyCourtJudges,two Episcopalians,
onePresbyterian,and one Roman Catholic; Crown solicitors,
five Episcopaliansand oneRoman Catholic; Resident Magis-
trates, 10 Episcopalians,onePresbyterian, and three RomanCatholics; Presidents of the Queen's Colleges, two RomanCatholics; Resident Commissionerof the NationalBoard, oneCatholic; Commissionersof the Local Government Board, two
Episcopalians and one Catholic ; Inspectors of the Local
GovernmentBoard, five Episcopalians,one Presbyterian, and
two Roman Catholics ; auditors of the Local GovernmentBoard, five Episcopaliansand oneRomanCatholic' The caseis evenmore complete, for oneof the Catholic appointments to
the Queen's Colleges has since been nullified. The list
accounts for 67 official appointments. Of the 67 only 15 are
Catholics. In other words,while more than three out of four
of the populationare Catholics,more thanthree out of four of
the appointments made by the Executive of the Country are
Protestant.

'
Those figures,' said the Attorney-General,

1showed that these accusations wereas baseless as they wereshameful, and removedforeverand foreverall justification—
thealleged justification— that was put forwardfor this opposition

to Mr. Plunkett.' * " *
But Mr. Plunkett was, nevertheless,packed off into the

obscurity of private life, chiefly by the vote of the saffron-
scarvedbrethren. They still liveon thememory of the goodolddays of theirpatron saint,King William, whenno Catholic
couldhold any office, civil or military,under the Crown; andtheir 'accreditedorgan

'
in Australia, the Victorian Standard,

in its issue of May,1893 (p. 6), editoriallycharacterised as a'fatal error
' the EmancipationAct of 1829.
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