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at some of the pictures and curiosities, and entirely ignored
others. ApproachingFather Girod when the other visitors hadleft thehall, this youth looked the priest squarely in the face,
andasked :

" Bi?t, after all,Monsieur I'Abbe,Ishould like toknow why Catholic priests don't marry.' Father Girodsimplyturned toward an Anamite picture representing the awful
agonyof Blessed Cornay, whom the executioners werecutting
into pieces,and replied -. " Look there, young man,and tell me■whether, when one has a wife andchildren, one is apt to havea taste for that kind of lifeand death." The dandydid look,
and then, respectfully asking permiss;on to <-Mk»* t^e orient'<;
hand, wishedhim good luck and retired.'

ADVENT.

ITS STORY AND ITS SYMBOLISM.

OnSunday next,December2, the Adventseason begins. The nameis given by the Church to the period, of between three and four
weeks from Advent Sunday (which is always the Sunday nearest
to the feast of St. Andrew)toChristmas eve. During itshe desires
thathex children should practise fasting, worksof penance, medita-tion, and prayer, in order to prepare themselves for celebratingworthily the coming (adrentum)of the Son of God in the flesh, to
promotehis spiritualadvent within their own souls, and to schoolthemselvesto look forward with hopeand joy to his second advent,whenheshall come again to judgemankind.

It is impossible to fix the precise time when the season of
Adventbegan tobe observed. A canon of a Council at Saragossa,
in380, forbade the faithful to absent themselves from the Churchservices during the three weeks from December 17th to theEpiphany;this isperhaps the earliest trace onrecord of the obser-vance of Advent. The singing of the 'greater antiphons' atVespersis commenced, according to the Roman ritual, on the veryday specifiedby the Council of Saragossa:this can hardlybe a merecoincidence. In the fifth century Advent seems to have beenassimilated toLent, and kept as a time of fasting and abstinencefor40 days,or even longer— i.e. fromMartinmas(Nov. 11) to Christ-mas eve. In the Sacramentary of Gregory the Great there areMasses for five Sundays in Advent; but about the ninth centurythese werereduced to four, and so they have ever since remained.1We may therefore consider thepresent disciplineof the observanceof Advent ashaving lasted a thousand years,at least as far as theChurchof Romeis concerned.'

With regard to fasting and abstinence during Advent, thepracticehas alwaysgreatly varied, andstill varies,indifferent parts
of theChurch. Strictness has been observed, after which came a
period of relaxation, followed by a return to strictness At the
present time, the Wednesdays acd Fridays in Advent are observed
as fast days by English and Irish Catholics. but in France andother Continental countries the ancient discipline has longagodiedout,except among religious communities. In Australia, New Zea-land,and theUnited States the generalrule for fast andabstinence
is only onFriday. Allnuptialsolemnitiesor festivals areprohibited
during Advent.

There is a marvellousbeauty in the offices and rites of theChurch during this season. The lesson?, generally taken from thepropheciesof Isaias, remind ushow the desire and expectation, notof Israel only, but of all nations, carried forward the thoughts ofmankind,before the time of Jesus Christ, to a Redeemer oneday tobe revealed;they also strike thenote of preparation, watchfulness,
compunction,hope. In the Gospels we hear of the terrors of thela3t judgment, that second advent which those who despise thefirst will not escape ;of the witness borne by John thePrecursor,
andof the'mighty works

'
by which the Saviour's life supplied a

solid foundationand justification for that witness. At Vespers, thesevengreater antiphons,or anthems— beginning on December 17th,
thefirst of the seven greater Ferias preceeding Christmascve

—
are

anoteworthy feature of the liturgical year. They are called theOb of Advent,on account of the manner in which they commence "
they are alladdressed toChrist ;and they aredoublt— that is. theyaresung entire both before and after the Magnificat. Of the first,O Sapisntia,qua- ex orr AltimmiproJusti, etc.,a trace still remainsin the words O Sapient ia printed in the calendar of the AnglicanPrayerBook opposite December 16— words which probably not oneperson in 10,000 using the Prayer Book understands. The purple
hueof penance is the only color used in the services of Advent,except on the feasts of saints. In many other points Advent re-Bembles Lent:during its continuance, inMasses de Tempore, theGloria ine.vcclsn is suppressed, the organ is pilent. the deacon sings
Benedicamut Domino at the end of Mass instead of Jfr Minna i-xtandmarriagesare not solemnised. On the other hand,the AlhIma,the wordof gladness, is only once or twice interrupted duringAdvent, and the organ finds its voice on the third Sunday ; theChurch,by these vestiges of joy,signifying thattheassured expecta-tion of a Redeemer whose birth she will soon celebrate fills herheart,and checkers the gloom of her mourning with these gleamsofbrightness.

Mr. P.LUNDON, Phoenix Chambers, Wanganui, is still busyputtingpeople on the soil. He has also hotels in town andcountryForSaleandTo Lease. Write tohim.—*,*
A veryuseful tool is Mawson'sPatent LiftingJack, for liftingwaggonsand carriages while oiling,etc. Itis oneof the handiestandbest Jacks made. One mancaneasily lift a ton, and its weightis only 141b. It iB quick in action. A trial will demonstrate itswonderful utility as a great saving in muscular exertion. See itThe price, only 15s. Morrow,Bassett, andCo., sole agents.— „%
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