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at some of the pictures and curiosities, and entirely ignored
others. Approaching Father Girod when the other visitors had
left the hall, this youth looked the priest squarely in the face,
and asked : ¢ But, after all, Monsieur I'Abb¢, | should like to
know why Catholic priests don’t marry.’ Father Girod simply
turned toward an Anamite picture representing the awiul
agony of Blessed Cornay, whom the executioners were cutting
into pieces, and repiied : * Look there, young man, and tell me
whether, when ane has a wife and children, one is apt to have
a taste for that kind of lfe and death.” The dandy did look,
and then, respectfully asking permiscion to <halie the priest’s
hand, wished ﬂim good luck and retired.’

ADVENT,

a

ITS STORY AND ITS SYMBOLISM,

Ox Bunday next, December 2, the Advent season begins, The name
is given by the Church to the period, of between three and fonr
weeks from Advent Sunday (which is alwaya the Sunday nearest
ta the feast of 8t. Andrew) to Christmas eve. During it she desires
that her children shonld practise fasting, works of penance, medita-
tion, and prayer, in order to prepare themselves for celebrating
worthily the coming (advreatum) of the Son of God in the flesh, to
promote hia spiritual advent within their owno souls, and to school
themselves to look forward with hope and joy to his second advent,
when he shall come again to judge mankind.

It is impossible to fix the precise time when the season of
Advent began to be observed. A canon of a Council at Saragosss,
in 380, forbade the faithful to absent themselves from the Church
services during the three weeks from December 17th to the
Epiphany ; this is perhapa the earliest trace on record of the obser-
vance of Advent. The singing of the ‘greater antipbons’ at
Vespers is commenced, according to the Roman ritual, on the very
day specified by the Council of Saragossa : this can hardly be & mere
coincidence, In the fifth century Advent seems to have been
sagimilated to Lent, and kept as a time of fasting and abstinence
for 40 days, or even longer—i.r, from Martinmas (Nov, 11) to Christ-
mas eve, In the Sacramentary of Gregory the Great there are
Maeses for five Sundays in Advent; but about the ninth century
thess were reduced to four, and so they have ever since remained,
‘ We may therefore consider the present dissipline of the observance
of Advent as having lasted a thousand vears, at least as far as the
Church of Rome is concerned.’

With regard to fasting and abstinence during Advent. the
practice has always greatly varied, and still varies, in different parts
of the Church, Strictness has been chserved, after which came a
period of relaxation, followed by a return to strictness At the
present time, the Wednesdays and Fridays in Advent are observed
as fast days by English and Irish Catholics . but in France and
other Continental countries the ancient discipline has long apo died
out, except among religious communitiea, In Auvstralin, New Zeae
land, and the United States the peneral rule for fast and abstinence
is only on Friday., All nuptial solemnities or festivals are prohibited
during Advent.

There is a marvellous beauty in the offices and rites of the
Church during this season. The lessons, wenerally taken from the
prophecies of Isaias, remind ns how the desire and expectation, not
of Israel only, but of all nations, carried forward the thougrhts of
wankind, befors the time of Jesua Christ, to s Redeemer one day to
be revealed ; they also strike the note of preparation, watchfulnees,
compunction, hope. In the Goepels we hear of the terrors of the
last judgment, that second advent which those who despise the
first will not escape; of the witness borae by John the Precursor,
and of the * mighty works ' by which the Saviour's life supplied a
solid foundation and justification for that witness, At Vespera, the
seven greater antiphons, or anthems—beginning on December 17th,
the firal of the seven greater Ferias preceeding Christmas eve—are
a noteworthy fenture of the liturgical year. They are called the
O’s of Advent, on account of the manner in which they commence ;
they are all addressed to Christ; and they are dewdic —that is, they
are sung entire both before and after the Magnificat. Of the firat,
O Sapicentia, quee ex ore Altissomi prodiste, ete., a trace rtill remains
in the words O Sapientie printed in the calendar of the Anglican
Prayer Book opposite December 16-~words which probably not one
person in 10,000 using the Prayer Book understands, The purpie
hue of perance is the only color used in the services of Advent,
except on the feasts of saints, In many other points Advent re-
sembles Lent : during its continuance, in Masses de Tempore, the
Gloria in ereelses i3 suppressed, the organ is silent. the deacon sings
Benedieamus Domine at the end of Mass instead of ff¢ Wissa ext,
and marriages are not solemnised. On the other hand. the .17/ lwea,
the word of gladness, iz only once or twice interrupted during
Advent, and the organ finds its voice on the third sunday ; the
Church, by these vestiges of joy, signifying that the pssured expesta.
tion of a Redeemer whose birth she will soon celebrate filla her
heart, and cheekers the gloom of her monrning with these gleams
of brightness,

Mr. P, LUNDON, Phenix Chambers, Wanganui, is still busy
¥ntﬁng people on the soil. He has also hotels in town and country
or Bale and To Leass. Write to him,—*_*

A very useful tool is Mawaon's Patent Lifting Jack, for lifting
waggons and carriages while oiling, etc, Tt is one of the handiest
and best acks made., One man can easily 1ift a ton, and its weight
is only 141b. It is quick in action. A'trial will demonstrate ita
wonderfal utility as a great saving in muscular exertion. See it,

The price, only 158, Morrow, Bassett, and Co., scle sgenta,—~ %

THE S8EE OF SYDNEY.

>

ELECTION OF COADJUTOR BISHOP,

THREE NUTSHELL BIOGRAPHIES,

As stated in our Iast issue, the election of a Coadjutor Bishop, with
right of eneeeasian ta the See of Svdney took place on Wedneeday,
November 14. At 930 am. the members of the Cardiral Arch-
bishop's Clonreil and the irremovable rectors. in response to the
circular issued by his Eminence, assembled at St, Mary's Cathedral
for the purpose of submitting mames for Coadjutor Bishop to the
Sacred Congregation of Propaganda. Mass was celebrated by the
Rev. P. C, Oregan. His Eminence presided, and after Mass and the
recitation of the solemn prayers prescribod for such cocasions, the
election by ballot took place. All the diocesan congultors and irre-
movable rectors. with the exception of the Rev, Father Harnett
(pastor of Bepga) — who recently lost his brother, the late Rev.
Father Harnett, of Cooma—were present, and 1% votes were recorded.
The voting resulted as follows :-——

Right Rev. Monsignor Kelly, dtynsss0mns (seven votes),

Right Rev. Monsignor O'Brien, dignior (four votes),

Right Rev. Dr. Q" Dounell, dignus {three votes).

In accordance with the regulations framed in the Sydney Synods
of 1435 and 1895, and approved by the Holy See, the three names
selected will now be submitted by his Eminence the Cardinal to the
bivhops of the Sydney proviace, who may accept, reject, or subati-
tate names, The names then recommended by the bishops will be
submitted to the Atchbizhops of Australia, and the final recom-
mendations will be forwarded to Rome, when the abaolate selestion
will be made by the Holy See, which need not necessarily appoint—
but usnally doss—one of the nominees,

RIGHT REV, MONSIGNOR KELLY.

The Right Rev, Monsignor Michael Kelly, M.8.8,, is at present
Rector of the Irish College, Rome. He is a native of the town of
New Ross, County Wexford, Irelan, where he was horn rome fifty
years apo.  His earliest studies were pursued in his native town,
after which the first steps in his career towards the ecclesiastical
Btate were taken in the diocesan Reminary of St. Pater's College,
Wexford. He studied philosophy and theology with marked dis-
tinction in the great College of Propagands, Rome. After his
ordination to the priesthood he joined the d.stinguished coterie of
zealous secular priests who, in 1868, bandel themselves together,
at the instanee of the Right Rev. Dr. Furlong, Bishop of Fernas,
and ander the leadership of his saintly successor, for the purpose of
conducting missions to the people thronghout the diovese, Monsig-
nor Keily was, in that retreaf of piety and learning, the companion
and fellow-worker of the late Bishop Warren, of Ferns, of Bishop
Brownrigg of O-sory, of Father Cullen, 5.J., and of a notable zathering
of secular priests who bave left their mark deep upon the histery of
the diocese of Fern, He sprane rupldly into note as a preacher, a
temperance reformer. and spiritual director, and his missionary
work earried him into almost cvery diccese in Yreland, into Liver-
pool, inte other places in England, and, if our memory serves us
right, into Scotland a~ well. He has conducted Ietreats for
ecclesiastical students, with conspicuous suecess, both in Maynooth
and AH Hallows. On the death of the Very Rev. Dr. Hassan, vice-
rector of the Iri-h College, Kome, (who succeeded the Right Rev.
Dr. Verdon. now Rishop of Dunedin, in 184%), nearly erght years ago,
Mansignor Kelly was appointed by the [rish Bishops Rector of that
historic institute, the Most Rev. Monsignor Kirby, titular Arch.
bishop of Epbesus (the forwner Rector) having in the meantime
resigned the office of Rector on account of hiz great age and growing
infirmity, Shortly afterwards the newly appointed Rector was
raized to the dignity of Damestic Prelate to hia Holiness Pope Leo
XIIT,, with the title of Right Reverend. Monsignor Kelly is pot,
as hae been stated, representative of the Irish Catholic hierarchy at
the Holy 8ee. although he represents several ¢f them in that
capacity, and the [riah College ig their recognised headquarters—as
it is also of many of the Australaslan Bishops—when paying their
official visits ad /rmna Adpostolorum,

RIGHT REV. MOXNSIGNOR 0D 'BRIEN.

The Right Rev, Monmsignor O'DBrien, D D, ia Rector of St,
John's College within the University of Sydney, Ile is a native of
Meath County, Ireland. I early course of ecclesiastical stndies
was pursued in All Hallows Colleze, Drumcondra, Dablin, The
young cleric displayed during his eourse there such eonspicuous
talent that he was weot to Rome to complete his studies in the
Pontifical feminary of St, Apojdinare, which was then, under the
fostering care and freedom of (DI papa) regeme, in the zenith of
its fame a8 a seat of learming, sigoor () Brien greatly distin-
guished himself awong the yonth™s®¥t assembled in *the Apollinave,’
am it was then and is still called, fe#m every part of the old Papal
States, from varicus other parts of Italy trom Sicily to the Alpa,
and from the various national colleges in the Eternal City that sent
their students to drink in wisdom there {rom the toremost professors
of the day. The young ecclesiastic won his doutorate in theology
while in the Pontifieal Seminary. After his ordination to the
priesthood he was appointed professor in his old Alma Mater, the
Foreign Missionary College of All Hallows. He displayed great
talent as a professor, and in 1457, w hen the position of Rector of 8t,
John's College, Bydney, was rendered vacant by the resignation of
the late Very Rev. Dr, Barry (who died some yeara ago while pastor
at Pyramid Hill, in the diocese of Sandhurst) Monsignor O'Brien
was cbosen to succeed him. On the oeccasion of the visit of his
Eminence Cardinal Moran to Rome in 1893 he was created Domestic
Prelate of his Holiness, with the title of Right Reverend, Mon-
signor O'Brien is gifted with a fine presence and address, great
rocial tact, and comsiderabie literary ability—one of the most re.

BRT Value in CHRISTCHURCH for ManTLZS MILLINERY,

Damcems, Ete,

BEATH AND CO.



