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Raiiway Returns and the Tourist Traffie.—Englisk
experiency 14 Tarely respestel o lrelend (suys £egenee reng), the
tread of wyventsn Fopland fiad- vo echo in the Finerald Isle.  This
bas just Leen the case with regard to the dividends of the four
principal Irish railway companies, the Great Scuthern and Western,
the (reab Northern, the Midlaud (Great Western, and the DRelfast
and Northern Counties. While English ordinary stock dividends
have either been slipping back or have been maintained with great
difficulty, the outlook has improved, if anvthing, in Ireland. This
o die latpdy bo bl Fact Lhat ci~waatic ofForts hase heorn made
during the last year or twy to bring the tourist attractions of
Irland wore winlel Wie nobice of the publlic. The reeult of thess
efforts has been a respectable aldition to Irish railway revenue—nn
addition which has proved more than sufficient to meet the ip-
creased cost of locomotive power, The net profits realised biy the
Grent Southern and Western for the first half of this FeuT Was,
accordingly. £175.39%, as compared with £171492; that of the
Great Northern, £138,50H, as compared with £181,110 : that of the
Midland Great Western, £85 (49, a8 compared with L£79.564 ; and
that of the Belfast and Northern Counties, £51,551, as conipared
with £41=03.  The companies hal no difficuity in kecpiug up theic
ordinary srock dividends, and carriel somewhat Inrger balanges
forward, The ordinary stock dividend of the Great Bouthera and
Western reasined at 5 per cent. per annum: that of the Great
Northern at 5% per cent. per annum ; that of the Midland Great
Western at { per cent. per anoum; and that of the Delfast and
Northern counties at 5 per cent. per aunum, The four irsh com-
panies have also set a good exampls to their English contempora_riea
by forming reserve funds,  An importint amalgamation received
legislative sanction in the 11t Sewsion of Parliament, This amal-
gamation waa the shyorption of the Waterford, Limerick. and
Western, and the Waterford and Central Ireland hines into the Great
Bouthern and Western systeru.  The hold of the Great Southern
and Weatern upon the South and South.west of Ireland will be
strengthene i by this addition ro v network, and economy in work-
ing will also, no doubt, be secured. There 14 anothir metter m
which Irish railway companies are showiny sound jud_ meni. This
is the provision of comfortabls, will-manazed, up-to-date hotels.
Nothing is more caleulated than this to wecure a large nfiux of
tourists, Tho natural at‘ractivns of Treland are, no doubt, great
and tempting ; but hitherto there has been w wint of gool lodsing
sccommodation.

Death of a Distinguished Archaeologist.~—The death of
Miss Margaret Stokes removes from the field of Irish archaeoclogy
one of ity mest @ifted and one of its most inieresting explorers,
Her work npon the remaing of Christian art in Ireland and upon the
traces of Iri-tu inthe uee on Cuntinentai art and literature (~ays an
Irish cxchanye) plru: x« hwr 1 tue very forenst rank of stn lenta
and writers, e traeed the fontsteps of the et Ireh min-sinearies
on the Continent with loving reverence: amd her bouks. /e
Montlsan the Foreses of Droace and Ser Mauthy ta the e,
are as tender a tribute to Irish ~unthness and zeal as the work of
Montalembert. Miss Stokes was almost the first to study the inter-
relations of Trish and Continental ari, and her work e that connec-
tion was full of sugwestiveness, and was m proce~s of further
diacovery, as her lectures on the Monasterbowve Croseew recently b ore
witness, Mere and there her writings betray a bYas, due to the
reading bask into Eurly Irish Christianity of some of the notica- of
modern Evangelicalisrn, But they are, on the whole, sound. and
their anthor s worthy of remembrance with the groat Lrish scholars
and archasclogists of the pat.

THE IRINIT LAND QUESTI N,

Ix the courss of an address tv his constituents at South Tyrone Mr
T, W. Russell, Unioniat car didate tor the district and menbor of
the Govermument, made a vory in partant spewch with reference to
to the manner in which th» berdfits of the Lunl Acts were heng
nullified by tne Courta, He sayd — )

Three great Land Parchase Aets, invelving the aldvanes of
43 AE0G) sterling have boen pscd The Land Aets of Ia~7 and
of 1~ have alwe been ~weur .l Ando whatever Inshmen may
think. there = no maun. ealmly tahime <toek ob the past 30 vears
who will refuse to admis i the Larlionent of the United King.
dowm bas striven hard 1o nght what way wrong and to do justice.
The uowillinguess, thevefore, of the average British elector to look
at the question s en~ily understond.  Why, then, it sy be asked,
phould [ propose tu-day to re-open it! Why not * rest and and be
thankfal !*  The e tivn is eniirely reasonable, and 1 propose to
answer it,

THHE L.AND PROBLEM UAB T BL R \Ll‘il) ATREN,

mainly because of threa things, First. the leaders of the Iriah' land-
lord purty by peroistent agitation und by hutter attacks in the
House of Loude, and mn the Press, vpon the Land Acts, will not
permut the isrue to be closed ; recond, bucause a handral of land
agents. maintaining the evi) tradition of a c¢luss which has been
regponsible for much of our troubles, appear 1o bpen}i thelr lves
harryirg the tenantry of the country, farcing expensive law suits
upon men who are ufterly unable to afford there crstly tuxures ;
and thirdly, becanee the ad-uinistration of the Acta which forced, in
18, a Parlinmentary 1nquiry, adparently goes trom bad to worse,
and, according to every second man one meets, is nu longrer even
tolerable. I take this step most unwillingly, It mrght:, ha\fe been
avoided if the leaders of the landiord party had been wise; if they
bad controlled some of their representatives in [‘reland ; and, above
al}, bad the Land Commirsion purauvd 11+ work in a broad and tole-
rant spirit, with the greuwt policy of the [and Acts conata:ln,ly before
its mind, But although koowledge comes, wigdom lingers, and
whom the gods wish tw destroy they fizet drive mad. 1 propose

Did it ever occur to you that when so-called ‘ Just as (food * substitutes are recommendod b
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becanse of increased profit.?
Su bewate ]

therefare to-day, and with the fullest sense of responsibility, to
prove that it is perfectly hopeless to continue an a permanent plan
the present system of fixing rents, and to show that it is not impos-
sible to revert to that ay-tem of single ownerthip which has always
been the ultimate goal of all real statemmen, and by which alone
peace and contentment can be seoured, Now, I am going to prove,
prove, first of alj,

THI, LANDLORDS AND NOT THE TENANTS

who pra veopnnaihta far the renpanine of the land question.  After
the Morley Committee and the passing of the Land Aot of 1896,
with hoth of which [ heed comnthing ta dn, T, at least, wan prepared
to await what T knew would be the irresistible pressure of land
purchase, I knew that the result of the first statutory period was
a reduction of 20 per cent.in the Irish rental, I knew that the
second period would not result in less—it has actually resulted, so
far, in an average reduction of 22 per cent. And I felt assured
that this pressure which was just, and could not be got rid of,
would force sale and purchase upon a large scale. Nor have I boen
disappointed. Purchas is proceeding apace, Then, it may be said,
why uot let things proceed ufter this fashion? 1 could casily show
that the very succers of the Purchuse Acta has made delay diffioult,
but, apart from this reason, the Irish landlords have settled the
matter., The ink was scarcely dry upon the Act of 1896 before the
landlords demanded, and the Government grauted, a Vice-Regal
Commission to inquire inte the admioistration of the Land Aots,
This. be it remembered, was only two yeara after the Parliamentary
Inquiry by the Morley Committee. There was not 4 single repre-
sentutive of the Irish tenant-farmers upon this Commission, It
was presided over by a distinguished Englishman who had filled a
great judicial position—Sir Edward Fry., And it issued a report to
which, if I may say it without disrespect, nobody save the laadlords
paid much attention. I am of opinion that the Land Commission
i3 to-day engagred in knocking the bottom out of the Land Aet of
1806, T will give four illustrations, and they are only illustrations,
of what I meun,  Adams and Dunseath is a case known far and
wide. Itarowo oot of a trifle of 40 shillings. It dealt a deadly
blow at the tenants’ property all over Ireland, I can explain ita
kernal 1n & rentence. Parliament enacted in 1881 that no rent was
to be placed upon improvements created by the tenant or his prede-
cessor in titte,  What did the Lrish Court of Appeal say ! Did they
say. ‘I'bis is a wreat healing measure intended to nndo great
wrongs,  We shall conatrue it, as far as posaible, in accordance with,
that policy ! Not at all.  With the instinct of pedantic lawyers
they proceeded to ask what Parliament meant by ‘ improvements,’
What Parliament meant by improvements was plain enough, Lord
Chaneellor Law, who helped to draw and carry the Act, and who
wad une of the Court, told them what was intended. But instead
of taking the large and plain view intended by Parlisment, these
learned judres procerded to suggest and devise limitations upon the
word,  Aud ro, one shoit year after the passing of the Act of 1831,
the Court or Appeal drove a coach and four right through the heart
of the mea~ure. It was all a case of ¢ property, property, property.’
And, of course, as Mr, Lecky put it, the idea of a tenang having
legal property in and upon the soil was a thing hard for Irish
jodges as woll a3 Irish landlords to understand. There had been

TAWELVE YEARS OF WRHONG-DOING

upon the part of the Land Commission—twelve years during which
in every cave of reclamation the money belonging to the tenant had
illeraliv wone 1nto the pocket of the landlord, A Sub-Commisaion
et with a case of reclamation near Ballymena—by the way, it
wirs the veritable David Adamy and the veritable Mrs Dunseath, the
vary turut npon which the oriyinal case arcse. Mr Adame bad re-
clamed land. The Sub-Commission acted upon what Lord Justioe
Furgibbon stated to be the law before the Parliamentary Commit-
tee, It pave David Adams five or six per cent of his expenditure,
aml it eivided the increased letting valne between landlord and
tenant, allowing one-half for the inherent propertias of the soil, the
other half to the tenant for his exeriions in developing thesc pro-
perties. What happened ! There was the usual appeal. Mr Justice
Mercdith heard it and promptly decided against Lord Justice Fitz.
gibbon’s view, and the Sub-Commission was reversed. Fanoy David
Adamsy toiling to reclaim an Antrim bog, and having done 8o only
to tiud that he bad raised the letting value from, perhaps, 3s to 14s
an acre! The case creatid a profound sensation in Ulster, The
decision shook all faith in the Chief Land Commission, and gave

rire to the fatal distrest in regard to Mr Justice Meredith's Court
which now everywhere exists,

SECURE THE LAND,

As a class the Trish landlords once controlled the representation of
Ircland in the Imperial Parliainent. It gave them great opportuni-
ties which they radly missed, Dot be this as it may, the represen-
tation of [reland has parsed into other hande. They cannot return
by the votes of the pevple a single member to that great assembly,
whih maet ultimately decide theie fate. I have aften heard it said
by thrir friends that as a class the Trish Jandlords never kuew their
own 1interest, that they were a doomed race, I trust this has been
eaid for the lust time, and that all parties in Ireland will unite to
close this sad, sad chapter ip Irish history. My next appeal is to
the tenants, and to them, at all events, [ have some claim to speak,
In asking for the vompulsory sale of Irish land, in acking that the
fee simple of the Irish snil shonld be compulsorily taken from one
clavs and given to another, you are asking for a thing so greai, so
tremendoun, that hi tory cin provide but few precedents. It was
done, of course, in France by a revolution, It wae done again in
parta of the German Empire by a wise statesmanship. And it will
be done here by the snmo means if the tenants are moderate and the
landlords are wise. I appeal to the Ulster farmers to frankly express
not alone their desire to secure the land, but to secure it, under all
the circumstances, at a fair price,
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