
WATERFORD.-A Generous Gift to the Citizens ofWaterford.— The Mayor of Waterford (Councillor Alexander
Nelson D.L) has bought the premise* in Lady Lane, Waterford,recently held by Mr. John Adair, and his handed the site over tothe citizens for the purpose of utilising it for the erection ofa freelibrary, readme: room, ami mn-eam. The miyor's generous action
ismuch appreciated by his fellow-citizens

GENERAL.
The Irish Language Movement.— Sound, practical workis being done by the ChristianBrothers in furtheranceof the Irish,language movement, which h" t-iken «uth a firm hold on (hecountry within recent years. In this patri.,t.c work they are aidedandencouraged by their past pupils A number of the latter metin Richmond streetschool", Dublin, recentlyand inauguratedaproject under which students who distinguish themselves in thestudy of the ancient tonguewill be presented withmedals Thosepresent subscribed a substantial sura of money with which tocarryout the object inview, thu^ proving the taith that is in them.Guaranteeing Funds for the General Election —TheDirectory of the United Irish League, at a meeting heldm Dublinprior to the General Election, decided to appeal to Irishmen ofmeans to advance on loan to the treasurers of theParliamentaryfund such sums of monoy as they could suitably furnish, the loanstobe a first charge on the fund then being raided The followingguarantees were immediately forthcoming -—His Gr.ue th» Vrotf-bishopof Cartel and Etuly, per Mr Wm. O'Brien. £.;» ;AldJrmanStephen OMara, Limerick, €500; Captain Donelan, MP £100 "

Rev. Father Clancy, P.P, Killimor (for West Clare). £ioo'; WilliamO'Brien, 1100 ;John E. Redmond,M.P., ChairmanIri*hParliamen-tary Party, £100 ;JoknDillon,M.P., £100; Thomas Sexton £100 "
J°hn"mail<for S°uth Tipperary), £200 ;Frank Mahoney, Blar-ney, £100; Alfred Webb, £100; Laurence Gnmel) BL £100-JosephDevlin (for Belfast). £200. > ■ "> »

Emigration Statistics-— Mr. Swift MacNvni,Mp., did not
useextravagant or exaggerated terms when, at a recent meeting inDonegal,aftergivingsome Irishemigration statistics,heexclaimed "

What a shocking subject tocontemplate !
'

Here are ths figures:«% £ ce
7nB7
n8U"D lTel^nd- in }9il Bhowed the P°P«lation°to be8,196,597. The populationof the country has been reduced to anappalling extent because of the system of tyranny and injustice.Literally, the life-bloodof the country had been ebbing out InDonegal thepopulation in 1841 was29G.145, whilst in 1897 it was193,855 The population wasnow less by 142,51)3 individuals thanit was half a century ago. The flow of emigration was alsoappalling. The number of emigrants during the .10 years waa109,499, whilst m 1898 2770 emigratory laborers left DonegaHoreap theharvest across the water. This wasall due to the systemof rackrentmg and oppression— a system which the United IrishLeague wasdetermined toput anend to. In IS4Iin Donegal therewere 51,33'J inhabitedhouse?, in 1884 the number haddecreased to37,679,or, inother words, in those yearsno fetter than13,710 humandwellings had been destroyed.

A Pathetic Scene.— A very pathetic scene was witnessed atthe North Wall,Dublin, onWednesday 2Gth September, whenabout40 young Irish ladies embarked on a holy mission to join the com-munityof theSistersof Charity of the IncarnateWord, San Antonio.Texas These young ladies were drawn, by the same inspiration*from different parts of Ireland. They were seen off by theirparents relatives,and friends, with tearsof joy and sorrow mingled,and with thebest wishes of the largecrowd of spectators, amourstwhom werea good many priests.
*

ANTRIM— A New Training College— On Saturday
morning, September 22, the Most Rev. Dr. Henry,Bishopof Down
and Connor, solemnly blessed St. Mary's Training College, Fallsroad, Belfast. The new institution is under the care of theDominican nuns and is a splendidbuilding. Already there areover100 teacher* in training there from various centres of the country.To aspiring teachers from the iNorth of Ireland Uit newcollege willbe a gr«at blessing.

DOWN.— A Pleasing Incident.— A Unitarian minister was
being ordained at Dromore, County Down, and at the publicluncheon after the ceremony a distinguished Catholic cleric notonly attenilsd,but spoke. The Rev. Mgr. M'Cartan, the gentleman
inquestion,lamented, in the courseof his address, thedeath of the
late Unitarianminister aa 'a saintly pastor who was a favorite
minister of the Lord.' Speaking of the kindly relations which
existed between

'
the Unitarians and my people,'he said:

'
We areall made by the same hand of God. Therefore,how can anyone

say,
"IloveGod," andat the same time hatehis neighbor V
DUBLlN.— lmprovements in the Metropolis.— Hereis a

listof some of the improvements carried out by theDublin Corpora-
tion within thepast few years:— lthas spent over £100,000 in theolearance of insanitary areas,built artizans' dwellings and lodging-houses,erected public baths at a cost of £13,000, and abattoirs at a
cost of £16,000. Improvements and new streets have involveda
oost of £120,000. It has also built city markets, establishedlibraries, introduced the electric light, a water supply, and im-
proved the drainage of the city.

QALWAY.— lnauguration of a Convent of Mercy— On
Sunday, September 23, in Woodford, an interesting event tookplace. Itwmaninauguration of a new foundation of the Sisters
of Mercy in the town. There was a large congregation present atHigh Mass. The Most Rer.Dr. Healy, Bishopof Clonfert,presided.
After the first Gospel his Lordship preached a very eloquentsermon, in the course of whichhe said a convent of nuns, as mostof them knew,was a community of holy women who took vows of
poverty, chastity,andobedience, and devoted their whole lives tothe service of God, and to the poor of God, inaccordance with a
rule approved of by the Church of God. In other words, theyrenounce the world to lead the divine life whichour Saviour recom-
mended to His ownchosen souls by word and example. Itwas no
wonder that such religious communities hadalwaysarisen in theChurch of God,and havealways been regarded as the fairest offer-
ing which the Spouse of Christ can make toher Divine Lord,andnoother country had, evenin unfavorable times, given more of herfairest and noblestdaughters to the service of God in the religious
life than our own Irish land. St. Patrick in hia confessionsrecorded, withcommingled prideand pathos,how the daughters oftheKnights of the land longed to become Virgins of Christ, andhow they joyously received the veilat his hands,and inspite of thethreats, andsometimes of the persecutions, of their parents. Suchwas the great St. Bridget, of Kildare, the queen of all nuns ofErin, and others. But they need not go back to ancient times tofind the daughters of Irelandgiving their pure hearts to the service
of God in ieligion. Let them look all over the land, from Fair
Head to Cape Clear,and where was there a town,he mightsay even
animportantvillage, that had not its own convent

—
nay, more, in

America and Australia, England and Scotland, wherever theEnglish language was spoken, they would find convents mainly
filled with maidens of Irish birthdoing the same noble work, and
propogating the Gospel by training their pupils tobecome the holy
mothers of families, who would neverabandon the faith which they
had learnedat apioui mother's knee.

KILKENNY.-Centenary of the Presentation Convent—
The centenary of the foundation of the Presentation Convent,Kilkenny, was celebrated on the 25th September withgreat eclat.The Bishopaof Cork andOssory werepresent during HighMass.

LIMERICK—Presentation to aPriest.— TheRev. Gerald
O'Connor, who was recently transferred fromSt. Mary's, Limerick,
to Bruff, has been presented with a beautiful silver lamp andwritingcase by the Women's Total Abstinence Society of St. Mary's
parish. The lamp, which is of solid silver, isof chaste design. It
bears the following inscription:'Presented to the Rev. FatherO'Connor by the Women's Total Abstinence Society, St. Mary's,Limerick, Bth September. 1900.' The writing case is made of
polished oak, and contains a clock in the centre, cut-glass ink-holder, andsilver candlestick.

LONGFORD— Mr.Justin McCarthy'sRetirement.— The
retirement of Mr.Justin McCarthy from the representationof North
Longford nodoubtmarks the termination of his work as anactive
politician. For some time past his health has been ina precariouscondition,and he feels that it would be unwise to subjeot it tofurther strain by attendance in Parliament. There are few menliving (says the Catholic Times) who have had more interesting
associations with public life in this country than Mr. McCarthy.
Coming into contact withCobdenand Bright early inhis career,he
edited the Star, which was the journalisticexponentof their views.
When theHome Rule agitation began to make headway under theleadershipof Mr. Paraell Mr. McCarthy entered Parliament, andheproveda valuable lientenantto theIrishchief, for he hadgained and
waa exercising great power both as a pressman and an author.After divisionhadarisen in the party, the Nationalists whorefused
toacceptMr.Parnell's guidance showed the esteemin which theyheldMr. McCarthy by unanimously electinghim as their chairman.Whilst holding that positionhe failedin the difficult task of pre-venting diseemion, bat he preserved to the fullest extent the
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genuineregardentertained for him by thoee who acknowledgedhiapolitical authority. Indeed, he counts amongst his friends notmerely Nationalists and Liberals,but many Conservatives for un-
compromisingashe is inhis adhesion toprinciple, he has ever beendistinguished inprivate and inpublic life by a kindly and winningcourtesy. s

TIPPERARY.-Deathof the Pastor of Silvermines-The priesthood of Ireland, and more especially the diocese ofKillaloe, have sustained a eevere loss in the death of the Rev.Michael D. Lenehan, P.P., which occurred late on Wednesday
A. T -,? 'at^is residoilce.Silvermines, County Tipperary, aftera short illness. The late Father Lenehan was a typical apeciu.eu urthp TriPh 'fioegarth.'and hia decease at a comparatively early agewill be heard of with regret not only in his native dioceaa oiKillaloe,but throughout the wholesouthof Ireland

TIPPERARY.-Success of the Christian Brothers'High School —The new Catholic HighSchool recently openedinClonmel by the MostRev. Dr.Sheehan is proving a great successThe number of pupils already attending is far more than waaanticipated, and theChristian Brothers in charge will have to in-crease their staff of professors to meet the growing needs of theestablishment.
TYRONE.— A ComprehensiveScheme.— Mr. t.w.Russellsignalised the opening of his electoral campaign inSouth Tyrone bya proposal that the Government should buy out the landlords ofIreland holus-bolus, paying them £120,000,000 for their claims onthe land, Suchaproposal, drastic asit may seem, is neither novelnor impracticable. The principle of laud purchase is already atwork in Ireland. Government advances certain sums as loans tothe tenants. With such a loan a landlordis bought out. Then thetenant pays the Government as return of the loan the sum heformerly paid as rent to the landlord. In 2" years, at the outsidethe loan is paid off and the tenant has his land rent free. MrKußsell p proposal ismerely that the application of this plan shouldbe general instead of partial. The landlords are willing to acceptit, forit gives them a fancy price for theirinterest. This,of coursethe tenant inthe longrun would have to pay; but even at thatbetter 20 years' extortion than a rackrent for ever.

'
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