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ANTRIM.—~A New Training College—On Saturday
morning, Septernber 22, the Most Rev. Dr. Henry, Bishop of Down
and Connor, molemuly blessed St. Mary's Training College, Falls
road, Belfast, The new inetitution is under the cara of the
Dominican nuos and is & splendid building. Already there are over
100 teachers in training there from various centres of the country.
To aspiring teachera from the North of Irclund the new callege will
be a great blessing.

DOWN.—A Pleasing Incident.—A Unitarian minister was
being ordained at Dromore, County Dlown, and at the public
Juncheon after the ceremony a distingunished Catholie cleric not
only attenzd, but apoke. The Rev. Mgr. M‘Cartan, the gentleman
in question, lamented, in the courss of his address, the death of the
late Unitarian minister aa ‘a saintly pastor who was n favorite
minister of the Lord. HSpeaking of the kindly relations which
existed between * the Unitarians and my people,” he said : * We are
all made by the mame hand of God, Therefore, how can anyone
say, “ I love God,” and at the same time hate his neighbor ¥

DUBLIN.—Improvements in the Metropolis.—Here is a
list of some of the improvements carried out by the Dublin Corpora-
tion withun the past few years :—It has spent over £100,000 in the
olearance of insanitary areas, built artizans' dwellings and lodging-
houses, erected public bathe at a cost of £13,000, and abattoirs at s
cost of £16,000, Improvements and new streets have involved a
cost of £120,000. It has also built city markets, established
Yibraries, introduced the electric light, a water supply, and im-
proved the drainage of the city,

GALWAY.—Inauguration of a Convent of Mercy—On
Bunday, September 23, in Woodford, an interesting event took
place. It was an inauguration of a new foundation of the Sisters
of Meroy in the town., There was a large congregation present ag
High Mass. The Most Rev, Dr, Healy, Bishop of Clonfert, presided.
After the first Gospel his Lordship presehed a very eloguent
sermon, in the course of which he eaid a convent of nuns, as most
of them knew, was a community of holy women who took vows of
poverty, chastity, and obedience, and devoted their whole lives to
the service of God, and to the poor of God. in accordance with a
role approved of by the Charch of God. In other words, they
rencunce the world to lead the divine life which our Saviour recom-
mended to His own chosen souls by word and example. It was no
wonder that sach religioms communities had always arisen in the
Church of God, and have always been regarded as the fairest offer-
ing which the Spouse of Christ can make to her Divine Lord, and
no other country had, even in unfavorable times, given more of her
fairest and noblest daughters to the service of God in the religrious
life than our own Irish land, St, Patrick in his confesslons
recorded, with commingled pride and pathos, how the daughters of
the Knights of the land longed to become Virgins of Christ, and
how they joyously received the veil at his hands, and in spite of the
threats, and sometimes of the persecutions, of their parents. Such
was the great St. Bridget, of Kildare, the queen of all wuns of
Erip, and others. But they need not go back to ancient times to
find the daughtera of Ireland giving their pure hearts to the service
of God in religion. Let them look all over the land, from Fair
Head t0 Cape Clear. and where was there a town, he might say even
an important village, that had not its own convent—nay, more, in
America and Aunstralia, England and Scotland, wherever the
English language waa spoken, they would find convents mainly
filled with maidens of Irish birth doing the same noble work, and
propogating the Gospel by training their pupils to become the haly
mothers of families, who would never abundon the faith which they
had learned at a pious motker's knee.

KILKENNY.—Centenary of the Presentation Convent.
~—The centenary of the foundation of the Presentation Conven4,
Kilkenny, wes celebrated on the 25th September with preat eclat,
The Bishopa of Cork and Ossory were present during High Mass.

LIMERICK —Presentation to a Priest.—The Rev. Gerald
0'Connor, who was recently transferred from St. Mary's, Limerick,
to Bruff, has been presented with a beautiful silver lamp and
writing ease by the Women's Total Abstinence Society of St. Mary's
parish. The lamp, which is of solid silver, 18 of chaste design, It
bears the following inscription : ‘Presented to the Rev. Father
O'Connor by the Women's Total Abstinence Bociety, St. Mary's,
Limerick, 8th September. 1900, The writing case iz made of

lished osk, and contains a clock in the centre, cut-glass ink-
Eglder, and silver candlestick,

LONGFORD.—Mr. Justin McCarthy's Retirement.—The
retirement of Mr. Justin MecCarthy from the vepresentation of North
Longford no doubt marks the termination of his work as an aclive
politician, For some time past his health has been in a precarious
condition, and he feels that it would be unwise to sabjeot it to
further strain by sttendance in Parlinment. Thera are few men
living (says the Cathelsc Timrs) who have had more interesting
aaociations with public life in this country than Mr, McCarthy.
Coming inte contact with Cobden and Bright early in his career, Lie
edited the Star, which was the journalistic exponent of their views.
When the Home Rale agitation begar to make head way under the
leadership of Mr. Parnell Mr, McCarthy entered Parlinment, and he
proved a valuable lientenant to the Irish chief, for he had gained and
was exercising great power both as a pressman and an suthor.
After division had arisen in the party, the Nationalistsa who refused
to accept My, Parnell's guidance showed the esteem in which they
held Mr, McCarthy by unanimously electing him as their chairman,
Whilst holding that position he failed in the difficult task of pre-
venting dissension, but he preserved to the fullest extent the

1

genuine regard entertained for him by those who acknowledped hig
political authority. Indeed, he connts amongst his friends not
merely Ngt_iunalists and Liberals, but many Conservatives, for un-
compromiring as he is in his adhesion to principle, ke has ever becn

distinguished in private and in public hfa by a kindly and winning
conrtesy.

TIPPERARY.—Death of the Pastor of Silvermines.—
The priesthood of Ireland, and more especially the diccese of
Killaloe, have sustained a severs loss in the death of the Rev.
Michae! D, Lenehan, P.P, which occurred late on Wednerday,
Reptember 26, at his residence, Silvermines, County Tipperary, after
a short iliness, The late Father Lenehan was a typieal specimea of
the Trieh ‘noegarth,’ and his decesse at g comparatively early age
will be heard of with regret ot only in his native divese of
Killaloe, but throughout the whole south of Ireland,

TIPPERARY —8uceess of the Christian Brothers’
High School.—The new Catholic Iigh School recently opened in
Clonmel by the Most Rev. Dr. Sheehan is proving a great success,
The number of pupila already attending is far more than was
anticipated, and the Christian Brothers in charge will have to in-

crease their staff of professors to meet the growing needs of the
establishment,

TYRONE—A Comprehensive Schems.~—Mr. T. W. Russell
signalised the opening of his electoral campaign in South Tyrone by
a proposal that the Government should buy out the landlords of
Ireland holus-bolus, paying them £120,000.000 for their claims on
the land. Such a proposal, drastic as it may seem. iy neither novel
nor impracticable. The principle of land purchuse iy aleeady at
work in Treland. Government sdvances certaio <ums as loans to
the tenants, With such a loan a landlord is hourht cat. Then the
tenant paya the Government as return of the loan the sum he
formerly paid as rent to the landiord. Ip 20 years at the outside
the loan 1s paid off and the tenant has his lamd reut free.  Mr,
Ruseeli’s proposal is merely that the application of this plan should
be general instead of partial, The Jandlord« are willing {0 accept
it, for it gives them a fancy price for their interest. This, of course,
the tenant in the lonr run would have to pay; but even at that,
better 20 years' extortion than a rackrent for ever,

WATERFORD.~A Generous Gift to the Citizens of
Waterford.—The Mayor of Waterford {Councillor Alexander
Nelson, D.L ) has banght the premises in Lady Lane, Waterford,
recently held by Mr, John Adair, and ha: handed the site over to
the citizens for the purpose of utilising it for the erection of a frea
library, reading room. and mnscum, The miyor's gencrous action
is much appreciated by his follow-citizena,

GENERAL.

The Irish Language Movement.—Sonnd, pectical work
is beingy done by the Chrictian Brothers in furtherance of the Irish
languaye movement, which hos tiken suh a firm Bold on the
country within recent yenrs, In this patriotic work they are abled
and enconrazed by their past pupils A number of the Iatter met
in North Richwmond street schaocle, Pablin, recently and 1nangurated
a project under which students who distingunish themeelves in the
study of the ancient tonpue will be procented with mowdals, Those
present subscribed a substantial sum of money with which to Carry
out the object i visw, thus proving the taith that is in them,

Guaranteeing Funds for the General Election.—The
Birectory of the United Irish League. st a meeting held i Dublin
prior to the Gencral Election, decided to appeal to Irichmen of
means to advance on loan to the treasurers of the Parliamentary
Fuond such suins of money as they could guitably furnsh, the loans
to be a first charge on the fund then being rai~ed. The following
guarantees were immedintely fortheoming -—1is Grace the Arch.
bishop of Cashel and Emly, per Mr W, O Brien. £50 : Alderman
Stephen O'Mara, Limerick, €500; Captain Donelan, M.P.. £100 ;
Rev, Father Clancy, P.P . Killimor (for West, Clare), £100 ; William
O Brien, £107; John E. Redmond, M.P., Chairman Lri-h Parlismen-
tary Party, £100 ; John Dillon, M.P., £100; Thomas Sexton, €100
John Cullinar (for South Tipperary), £200 ; Frank Maheney, Blae-
ney, £100; Alfred Webb, £100; Laurence Gunnell, B.L, £100;
Joseph Deviin (for Belfaat), £200,

Emigration Statistics.—Mr. Swift MacNcill, M P., did not
use extravagant or exaggerated terme when, at & recent meeting in
Donegal, after piving some Irish emigration statistics. he ¢xclaimed
‘ What a shocking subject to contemplate I'  ifere are ths fizares :
‘The census in Ireland in 1841 showed the popalation to be
8,196,597, The population of the country has been reduced to an
sppalling extent because of the system of tyranny and injustice,
Literally, the life-blood of the country had been ebbing cut. In
Donegal the population in 1811 was 206, 148, whilst 1m [5397 it wag
193,855, The population was now less by 142,503 individuals than
it was half a century ago. The flow of emigration was also
appalling, The pnumber of emigrants during the 50 years wad
100,449, whilst in 1898 2770 emigratory laborers left Donegal to
resp the harvest across the water. This was all due to the system
of rackrenting and oppression—g& system which the United Irish
League was determined to put an end to. In 1541 in Dinnegal there
were 51,339 iohabited houses, in 188% the number hadl decreased to
37,679, or, in other words, in those years no feveer than 13,710 human
dwellings had been destroyed,

A Pathetic Scene.—A very pathetic acene was witnessed at
the North Wall, Dublin, on Wedneeday 26th September, when about
40 young Irish ladies embarked on & holy mission to join the com-
munity of the Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word, San Antonio,
Toxas, Thess young ladies were drawn, by the sume inspiration,
from different parts of Ireland. They were seen off by their
parents, relatives, nnd friends, with tears of joy and sorrow mingled,
and with the best wishes of the large orowd of speetators, amongst
whom were a good many priests,



