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WHO DIE WITHOUT DBAPTISM |

There iz no dogmatic definition of the Church in which an
answer to this question is contained. But all Catholic theoloriana
are agreed-—(1) that infants who die without baptirm are excluded
from the kingdom of heaven; (2) that they will not enjoy the
beatific vision outside heaven; (3) that in common with adults
they will arise and be assembled for judgment on the last day ; and
{4) that after the last day there will be but two states—namely, a
state of aupernatural and supreme felicity and a state of what may
be called in a wide sense, a state of damopation,

The whouie yuestion, therefors, reeplvee iteelf intn this—
In what does that latter state consist in case of unbaptised in-
fants /

Damnation is a state of existence admitting of many degrees
differing widely from one another. (1) Its mosc deplorabie form is
found in the condition of the reprobate, who in the prison of hell,
together with the positive pain of Ioss, will suffer also positive
pains of mind and body-~the worm that pever dien, and the fire
that is never extinguished. (2) It may consist in the positive pain
of losa alone, that is in the consciousness of having loat God the
supreme good, but without any pain of sense. (3) It may be
limited to a negative pain of loss, <c., & deprivation of the beatific
vision without any consciousness of the loss sustained. (4) Finally
it might, with this negative pain of loss, include & large measure
of naturqal happiness, including a natural knowledge and love of
God.

No one has ever maintained that unbaptizsed infants suffer the
same punishment as the reprobate, It is morslly certain that they
suffer no pain of senss, *This opinion, says Dr. Murray, in his
treatise on the Church, ' appears to us, not only on account of the
authority of theologisns, but also, and indeed much more, on
sccount of the solid reasons they advance in its favor, most prob-
able, nay, morally certain.’

We beliove, therefore, with all confidence that these children
suffer no pain of sense. Bt are they also exempt from the
pain of loss? Do they know and grieve for the infinite
happiness they have lost in beimg excluded from the sight
of God and the kingdom of His glory ! Are they like
the children of a dethroned king, wandering in a foreign land, and
ever looking with longing eyes and aching bearts, towards the lofty
towers of their father's kingdom ? Or, on the other haod, is the
pain of loss with them only negative, either because they are un-
consoious of the loss they have sustained, ar, though knowing it,
they are able to conform their minds perfectly to the will of God,
and therefore to enjoy all the natural happiness with which God
filla them ?

Some have heid that as these infants

WILL BE PRESENT Af THE GENERAL JUDGMENT,

they must know, and knowing, must grieve for the glorions inherit-
ance they have lost, Bus the weight of authority is certainly on
the other side. It is much more commonly held that even if they
kunow that others arc happier than themselves, they are perfectly
resigned to Ged's will, and suffer no pain of loss in regard Lo happi-
nesd which is not sunited to their condition.

Bot Catholic theologians go further, and maintain on solid
grounda thut these unbaptised infants, besides being exempt from
ail pain of senee and of loss, enjoy all the natural happiness, inelud-
ing a natural knowledge and love of God, which is guitable to their
state,

Some imagine that this natnral happiness will be enjoyed on
this earth after it has been puritied by fira and prepared for the
habitation of these unbaptised infants, [n several parts of the
Now Teatament, as in the Epistles of St Paul to the Romans, it
appears to be clearly signified—(1) that the present condition of the
world was not that originally intended by the Almighty, (2) That
the world iteelf waa not the cause or oceasion of the untavorable
obange to which it waa subjected. (3) That the visible creation
expects, as it were, 8 glorious change aud ‘groaneth and travaileth
in pain ' till it be accomplished, and (4) that as the fall of man sub-
jocted the visible creation to corruption, ac the final glory of the

lessed will be reflected in the world which was created for man's
use and enjoyment.

Suppesing then that this world will undergo such a glorious
regovation, it is reasonable to conclude that it will still be used for
the use and benefit of such of the children of men as will neither be
reigning in glory with God in heaven, nor shut up within the con-
fines of hell,

Lessius gives a graphic description of the part these unbaptised
infants will play in the greatest of the world's dramas when the
hour cometh, wherein all that, are in the graves

EHALL HEAR THE VOICE OF THE BON OF GOD,
and obey the Archangel's trumpet summoning all the children of
Adam to the General Judgment.

‘They shall be gathered tugether in ong place,’ he says, ‘ but
separated from the wicked as having a destiny different from theirs,
They shall see the majesty of the Judge and adore Him. They
shall see the assembly of the eaints and of the wicked, of whose
good and bad works they shall have a knowledge. They shall
bhear the pentence of the Judge pronounced on both, and shall
rejoice that they themselves are not amongst the wicked,
They shall give thanks to God for baving snatched them away
before coming to the use of reason, inasmuch as the great
majority of them, especially the children of unbelievers, would
atherwise have incurred tho same damnation, They will not, there-
fore, murmur againet God, but will feel themselves exceedingly in-
debted to Him for having delivered them from the peril of such
great woes, They shall themselven receive a sentence from the
Judge, but a gracious one; which, though it excludes them from
the beatific vision and the kingdom of heaven, secures them in a
stato snited to the dignity of their nature, wherein, satisfied
snd rejoicing, they shall dwell in the praises of God for all eter-

nity, . . |

* All this, he continues, ' is confirmed by the seliolastic writers,'
8t. Thomas says : *that they shall largely share in the divine good-
pess, and ia natural perfections, and shall be united to
God in the communion of natural goods, and so shall rejoice in
Him from their patural knowledge and love of Him) .
Wherefore, although they are called damncd. inasmuch as they ara
for ever deprived of the zlaory of heaven for which they were
created, we may remsonably believe fhat theer lof ax hapmer and
more joyful than that of any human being on earth, —(De Pert.
Moribusque Div, 13 n.n, 143-4),

Diocesan News,

ARCHDIOCESE OF WELLINGTON.

(From our own correspondent.)

November 17,

St. Joseph's Orphanage benefits to the extent of £17 from the
social held last month,

Hie Grace the Archbishop has rejoined Father Ainsworth in the
mission work, They are at present, at the Hutt,

The Very Rev, Father Lewis and Rev. Father 'Shea are spend-
ing a short holiday in Palmerston North. The Catholic bazaar isin
full swing there and good results are anticipated.

The net proceeds of the performanea of © Arrah-na-Pugue,’ given
by the Fabian Dramatic Club in aid of the Newtown Convent, are
estimated at £50,

Mr. T. Dwan, senr,, has just returned from a trip round tha
world, He looks the picture of health and has much benefited from
his holiday,

The Sacred Heart Church at Thorndon is now approaching
completion. It was announced last Sunday that the solemn open-
ing will take place on the firat Sunday in Febraary, when hia
Eminence Cardinal Moran will be present at the ceremony, Other
Australian prelates are also expected.

Latest advices from the examiner on hehalf of the Royal
Academy of Music show that Misa Gwendnline Flanagen, a pupil
of St. Mary’s Convent, ia leading for the rold medal given anunually
by the Associated Board to the most proficient candidate in singing
in the Australasian colonies, On two previous occavions a pupil of
the convent wou the much coveted prize,

The papila of 8¢, Mary'a Convent gove another of their finished
concerts in the convent on Thursday before a large and appreciative
audience. Each of the performers did so well that ic would ke
invidious to individualise. The programme consi-t«d of pinne goloy
by Misses B, Flynn and Falconer, a piano dnes by Misses W, Conpell
and White, songs by Misses Ballin, Macloskey, Connell, and €3,
Flanagau, vocsl duets by Misses Coonell and White, Rowe and
Flynn, und four chorus items,

The members of the Marist Brothers' Q) Boy«' A~sociation in-
tend shorlly to give a variety entertainment, Tivy are working
assiduously and the affair promises to be a sucres. The Literary
and Debating Society held s weekly meeting lavy Thuraday even-
ing. Several impromptu speechea on variocus nuedtions were given
by the members, It is intended to close the season by producing
Dickens' ‘ Trisl by Jury.'" The picce wili be well staged and a firat-
class entertainment should resuls,

St. Mary of the Angels’ Charch was packed to the daors on the
occasion of the choir's ninth sacred concert last Bunduy evening.
Madame Eveleen Carlton assisted the choir and gave in admirable
style Mendelssohn's * I will sing of Thy great merey ' and * Jeru-
salem,” both from the great composer's ‘St Panl” Mr, A, H,
Ballance gave o very tasteful rendering of tha eolo in An lalphi's
‘ Domine ad adjurandum,’ set for male voices. The ' Gloria’® from
Gounod's * Messe Solennelle’ was undoubtedly the finest piece of
work done by the choir for a considerable time; in attack and
genersl attention to expression marks the choir and orchestra fairly
excelled themselves. The solos were alsg especially well rung by
Mre, OQakes (sopranc), Mr. Carr (tenor), and Mr. Ballance (bars),
Mr. Bailance also sang the solo in Chifton's * Ecue Deus. An une
accomganiod guartet, ‘ God js a Spirit, from Sterndale Bennett's
‘ Woman of Samaris,” was given in a finished manner by Mrs Oakes,
Mise A, Roos, Mepsrs, Carr and Ballance. The concert part voncluded
with the ' Hallelujah Chorus,’ As an offertory piece the orchestra, led
by Mr. H, A, Forest, played a ‘Berceuss’ by Anton Mistouski,
During the Benediction Mrs, Oakes and Mr, Carr sang Murphy’s
* O Balutaris ' and the choir again showed to advantage in Lambi-
lotte's' Magnificat’ and ‘Tantum Frgo.'! Asa finale the orchestra
played the march from ‘ Athalie” The conduector, Mr, F. J, Oaken,
i8 to be congratulated on the standard of efficiency maintained by
his choir, Mr, D, Kenny presided at the organ.

DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND,

(From our own correspondent.)
November 13,

The laity of the Sacred Heart parish intend to welcome home
Dr. Egan with & grand concert, the proceeds of which are to be
devoted to the renovation of the preshytery,

Rev, Father O'Carroll and Rev, Father Corcoran, of the C.uthes
dral. officiated, in the absence of the Yery Rev. Dr. Egan, 0.8.B,, at
the Sacred Heart Church on last Sunday morning aud evening
respectively.

The local M.H.R.'s continue to receive at the hands of the looal
Press, throagh the editorial sud correspondence columans, pevere cag-
tigation for having taken from the colomial treasure chest tha
extra £40,

m FIN LAY 88 COLOMBO STREET, SYDENHAM (three minutes' walk from Railway Btation). SUITS from 50
5 ®iven away with every Suit—8TrLa, Fir, and SATISFACTION at LOWEST PEIoES.



