
But after the Gospel was sufficiently promulgated the sacra-
ment of Baptism is, in case of all infants, unless they share in the
martyr's crown, universally and indispensably necessary for salva-
tion. We need not dwell on the clear proofs ofthis proposition
whichare derived from theNew Testament. Itwill be sufficient to
quote among the early Fathers, St. Augustine, who thus testifies to
the faith of the primitiveChurch:'Let not eternal life be pro-
mised to infants except through baptism, whereas Holy Scripture,
which is to be preferred to all our human reasoning, does not
promiseit on any other condition.' (DePeocator Merit.LibI.Cap.
23). Again he aays (Lib. 111. De Anima et cOrigine Cap. 9)'

Do not believe, nor say,nor teach that infanta who are snatched
away by death before they arebaptisedcanobtain theremission of
original sin, if you wish to continue a Catholic' Finally inhit
28th Epistle to St. Jerome, he says,

'
Whosoever holds thatsuch

infants shall be made partakers of the spirituallife of Christ, as
havenot received the Sacrament,without doubt puts himself in
opposition to the Apostolic teaching,and condemns the universal
Church which makes every effort and uses all haste to procure
baptism for infants, because it is a pointof undoubtedbelief that
they cannot otherwise be regenerated inChrist.'

Unbaptised infants cannot, therefore, enter the Kingdom of
God, but neither are they condemned at death to entertheprison of
thedamned.

'
The punishmentof Original Sin,' says Innocent111.

(Cap. Majorcs),
'
is the deprivation of the beatific vision ; but the

punishment of actual sin is the endurance of never-ending tor-
ments.'

What then will be the future condition of infanta

In this natural order God might have created man without
many of even the natural gifts He gave to Adam. He might have
created Adam with the same defects, except sin, to which menare
at present liable, passible inhis mortal bjdy, limited inhis imper-
fect understanding, and prone to concupiscence in his wayward
will. Man had noclaim toeven"natural perfection,except such as
God chose to bestow. St. Thomas says (Diat 3, 31 quest.,art. 3)
that when God formed Adam,and bestowed on him such exalted
giftsof nature and of grace,and destined him and his posterity for
the highest supernatural happiness, He might, at the same time,
have formed another man,and given him only the bare require-
ments of human nature; leaving him liable to death and disease,
andpain, and the attacks of concupiscence.

to a supernatural btate,and destined for supernatural happinesß.
U,it Adam, by his transgression, fell from thd supernaturalstate in
whichhe \\\ib croaiel, and forteitel the special privileges both of
nature andgrace with which he had b^en endowed. And Adam's
fall a'Focted not only himself, but all his posterity. This is what

If God wasnot bouud to bestow on man any certain degree of
naturalperfection, much less wasHe bound to bestow on him the
supernaturalgilts ofgrace and todestine him for the supernatural
happinesswhich consists in the sight and enjoyment of GodHim-
self for all eternity. The most that man could claim from God
would be thenatural powers which would enable him to work out
his natural destiny. But there is no proportion between the exer-
cise of eujh natural powers and the supernatural reward of the
beatific vision. God could not, therefore,be bound by any attribute
of mercy or justice to hold out heaven as a reward to men, no
matter how perfectly they might exercise their naturalpowers and
faculties. There is a much wider difference between the natural
and 6iip«'rn itur.il order than between the lowest and the highest
grades in the natural order. As no being in a grade lower than
that to whicu man belongs— a horse, for instance, no matter how
perfect thehor-e mkrht be— Ksould have any claim to the privileges
be-t'iwed on man,such us reason, so neither could man,unless God
moHt treelv w ill'-d it,have anyclaim to the happiness of the super-
natural order.

It was. therefore, owingentirely to thebounty of God that
ADAM WAS Ef,KVATIiV) BEYOND HIS NATURAL CLAIMS
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