
Many people implicitly believe that the secular Press is a greatpublio educator. Here is how the two big Melbourne dailies dealtwithMr. G. H. Reid's speech in the Town Hall on freetrade :— Saidthe Argus: 'A great orator. . , the unsparing exposure, the
searching criticism, the cutting sarcasm, the brilliant humor, theeloquentadvocacy.' The estimateof the address by the Aye was ""Mr. G. Reid, whom Nature evidently intended for a Cheap Jack,held his freetrademeeting in the Town Hall last night, and wasvolatileasusual. He amused his audience, ashe always does, butflattery itself cannot affirm thathe instructed them. His forte iscertain audacity of statement that refuses to be tied by any suchtrifles as accuracy, and hia feebleness resides permanently in hisfacts.' After examining some of Mr. Reid's statements the Ageadds:'An instance like this provesthatno man can take Mr. ReidBeriously. His exaggerations and falsifications reach the grotesque.They enable us to see why Sir William Lyne,in Sydney, averred'thatMr. Reid's

"
reckless use of figures has no parallel in the poli-

tical history of the colony." . . This is not controversy. Itislow class trickery. It smells of the back office of the Old Bailey
practitioner,and itputs theman who descends toitout of the cate-
goryof statesmen,and ranks him with the low comedian of thestage or themountebank of the market place.' How is the averagereader to know whichof these estimates is the correct one / If hewereto dependfor his education on the public Press of Victoria as
to the merits or demerits of freetradehis ideas would be ibadlymixed.

On Wednesday morning (cays the Catholic Prctn, November
10) theCatholic community was startled to hear of the demise ofthe Very Rev.Father Vincent Grogan, C.P., the parish priest ofMarrickville. No man was better known throughout Australiathan the deceasedpriest, and nomissioner exerted more influence inhis day thanFather Vincent. His personality wasgracious,simple,andcharming, and amongall denominations he wasa favorite. To
meethim was to love him, and of no man could it be more trulysaid that if he met an enemy he would part with a friend. The
late Father Vincent was born in Rhode,Ireland, in the year 1«;{7.
Atanearly age he evinced a vocation for the priesthood,and waseducated at Carlow College,and was finally ordained when he was27 yearsof age. After spending three years on the secular mission
he joined the Passionist Order at Broadway,Worcestershire, Eng-land,and for a fewyears was on themission invarious offices,duringwhich, throughout England and Ireland, he achieved results sowonderful, and received so many distinguished converts into theChurch, that even recently the leadingCatholic papers of England
have referred to hie work again and againas extraordinary, and
stimulative of the highest zeal on thepart of the new generationofmissionary priests. So great was Father Vincent's success and soconspicuous werehis judgment and zeal that it was not long beforehe was elected Provincial of the Anglo-Hibernian province, an
office which he held for nine years. He came toAustralia as Visitor-General in 1891, and in the following year took chargeof the Aus-
tralian mission, which office he held until the beginning of thisyear,whenhe wasoompelled torelinquish it in consequence of ill-health. During his termin Australia Father Vincent gave missionsin most of the towns in New South Wales, Tasmania,New Zealandand Queensland,and can be considered one of the greatest evan-
gelisers that those colonies have known. His was a householdname,and his gentle, kindly spirit drew him to all who met him.He was an ideal priest and a true friend, oneof thedearly loved
type thatsuffered bo much and did so much in the morearduousdays of our youngnation.
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THE BOER WAR.
Thenew VictorianParliamentcontains13Catholicmembersoutof a totalof 93.
Itis said that two-thirds of the members returned to the new

VictorianParliamenthavedeclared agaiDst Biblelemons inthe StateBchools.
The Rev.Father Duff, ho wellknown on the fields in the earlydays of Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie,andnow attached to the Dioceaeof Perth, hnn written an original dramatic oratorio.

'The TwoWorlds,' which will be produced at the Perth Theatre Royal.
The VictorianGovernment wn« defeated la«t we«k on ano-eon-fidenoemotion tabled by Sir G. Turner, which was carried by 51

votes to 42. Mr. McLean handed to the Lieutenant-Governortheresignationof himself and his colleagues, and Sir G. Turner hasformeda Ministry.
IntheNew South Wales Assembly on Wednesday the Old Age

PensionsBill wairead a second time on the voices. Mr. Ashton
said it wasstated by leadingphilanthropists in New Zealand thatoneof theprincipaleffects of the scheme was to enrich thepubli-cans. In committee, Sir W. J. Lyne promised to insert a clauseproviding for relief between the ages of 60 and 65 yearn,if it wasprovedthat theperson wasunable toearn a living.

The death of the Rev. FatherD.A. Harnett, pastor of Cooma,which occurred on Friday, November 2, cameas a great shock tohis many friends in New South Wales. The deceased priest wasonly 42 years of age and was brother of the Rev. T.Harnett, ofBega. He was born in County Kerry,Ireland, in LS.JK, ordainedpriest in All Hallows' College in 1882, and arrived inSydney thesame year. In Mittagong, Bowral, Moss Vale, and Menangle heleft enduring monuments of his zeal and devotion to his duty inthe shape of churches,andat Moss Vale hebuilt a comfortable andcommodious presbytery. From all those parishes he carried awayon his departure from them substantial tokens of the esteem andrespectin whichhe washeldamongst hia people. The ministers ofall denominationsin Cooma called at the presbytery and tendered
to Father T. Harnett, parish priest, Bega. their nincere sympathyMr. Royle and Mr. Mouatt, of the Railway Department, whoknew Father Harnett for years,offered to his afflictedbrother thesympathy of thePresbyterian congregation.
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