
It was only when lying wounded and dying upon the
battle-field— 'his battered casque and plumage gone

'—
that

Marmion found a good woman to be 'aministering angel.'
A like lesson was learned by many a non-Catholic soldier
regarding the Sisters of Mercy ia the bungling campaign of
the Crimea, in the American Civil War, and more recently
still in the brief struggle between the United States and
Spain. The wretched war which still sputters and flares in
South Africa has, in like manner,probably resulted in tear-
ingupby the roots many adeep and long-standing preju-
dice from the minds of non-Catholic soldiers regarding the
religious Orders and the life and teaching of the Church.
The beautiful story of the self-immolation of the Catholic
Sisterhoods— without earthly fee or reward

—
in the daysof

pestilence and war recalls the lines in Gerald GkikfinV
'Sister of Charity:—

Unshrinking where pestilencescatters his breath,
Like an angel she moves,'mid the vapor of death ,
Where rings the loud musket, and flashes the swonl,
TJnfearing she walks, for she follows the Lord.
How sweetly she bends o'er each plague-tainted face.
With looks that are lighted with holiest grace;
How kindly she dresses each suffering limb.
For she sees in the woundedthe image of Him.
Behold her,ye worldly !behold her, ye vain!
Who shrink from thepathway of virtueand pain,
Who yieldup to pleasure yournights and your days.
Forgetful of service, forgetful of praise.
Ye lazy philosophers— self-seekingmen—
Ye fireside philanthropists,great at thepen ,
How stands in the balance your eloquence weighed
With the life and the deeds of that high-bornmaid

'
To learn is often slow. To unlearn is generally hard,

especially when it is a question of parting with ingrained
and long-standing prejudice. But the plague camp and the
battle-field and the military hospital arc stern schook and
thelessons learned in themare not soon forgotten.

DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN.

Itis gazetted that the census of the Colony willbe taken on thenight of March 31 next.

TheDunedin City Council has decided to ask the citizens tosanction a loanof £50,000 for thepurchase of the cityand suburban
tramway plant.

ColonelRobinhas cabled to the Government from Pretoriathat the remainder of the first contingent is now under orders toreturn to New Zealand.

Arrangementshave been made by the Government to sendthe Southland PipeBandof 20 members withtheNew Zealand con-tingent to the AustralianCommonwealthcelebrations.
The Oovcrnvnnt Inxnrunre Itcrorde) for October, just tohand,contains several brightly written articles, the majority of which

deal with the question of life assurance.
Dr. Mason, who has been appointed head of theHealthdepart-ment, is toreceive a salary of £SuO a year,not £1200, as has beenstated. He will,of course, aim receive theusual travellingallow-

ance.
Tm: railway passenger traffic returns for the four weeks endedthe10th inst., under the reduced tariff, show an increase of 83,000ordinary tickets, withanincreased revenueof £<JOO, and anincreaseof season tickets of KJOO, from which the added revenueis £600
Tin: following pupils from the Convent of Mercy, Gisborne.

passed the practical music examination held recently by the repre-sentative of Trinity College, London Junior Division— Honors—Ro*e Liddle. Preparatory Division— Mabel Clarke, Nellie Murphy,LindaNicholson, May Fitzgerald, June Hale,Nellie Martin. Violin— Houors— Lullie Power.
Ixour i-^ue of November s we gave the names of 22 youngpriests who had lately arrived in Melbourne from Home for mis-

siouary work in Victoria and New South Wales. We learn that
oneof the number, Rev.W. F. Cahill, who has gone to the Goulburndiocesp, N.S.W , is a younger brother of theRev.T. J. Cahill, of theDannevirkeparish,Hawke'sBay.

The examination in connection with Trinity College, London
(«ays the Nelson Colonist), was held at St. Mary'sHigh School,Mr.Charles Edwards, L.Muh.T.C.L., being the examiner. Thirteenpupils were presented and allparsed. The followingare thenames
of thohe who were presented by St. Mary's Convent :

—
Piano "

Misses A. Eden, E. Winisett, I. Crisp, M. Cullinane, E. Light, I.
Louisson. S. Eden, H. Wie.sner, M. Mercer,M.Floyd;violin:H.Gibbs and M,MoMahon.

Ir is the intention of the Government tostart a salmon-rearing
ntatiou at Uakataramea,where an areaof 20 acreshas been acquiredon Robert Campbell and Co 's Station Peak property,and also a
temporary station onLake Ohau. The Agent-general will send outregular suppliesof ova, which will be hatched at the station,andthe fi-sh keptuntil they are three years old before being liberated.The first consignment of mio,oOo is expected from America shortly,
being the gift of the United btates Fish Commission and theCanadian Government.

Severalof the papers read at the AustralasianCatholicCon-gress in Sydney appear in the November number of the AustralLn/ht. His Grace the Archbishopof Melbourne brings to a conclu-sion the learned series of articles entitled 'No Salvation outside theChurch;or the Doctrine cf Exclusive Salvation.' The Rev. Father
Cognet continues his sketches of the mannersand customs of theMaoris,and there is a further instalment of the interesting serial,
'The Shadow Children.' The Rev.Father Slattery,CM.,contributes
anarticle on 'The Development of Electrical Science,' andinaddi-
tion there ia a Federal hymn byMarion Miller, and several shortarticles, etc,

The Lake County correspondent of the Otago Daily Times,
writing with reference to the fatal accident at the Londonderry
Company's claim at Skippers' Point, says: Regarding the deceased
Mr. Martin Tobin, it may be mentioned thathis aged and widowedmother, whois still alive,has lost three children out of a family of
six by drowning. Her eldest son,Thomas, cameby his death at the
age of 11), while bathing in a dam at Whitechapel Flat, Arrow
River;whileher eldest daughter was drownedat the age of 16 by
falling ofF a footbridge when the river wasin a flooded state:the
present accident adding the third victim. That in bo sad a
bereavement theheartfelt sympathyof the whole districtgoes forth
to the sorrowing mother, who is highly and universally respected,goes without saying.

In the list of successful candidates from St. DominickV College
atthe recent musical examination, which appeared in our last issue,
thename of Miss Geraldine O'Connell was printed Miss Geraldine
O'Connor. MjbbO'Connell passedin theHigher Grade (pianoforte).

The Rev. Father Coffey, who is at present collecting- in the
country districts on behalf of the St. Vincent de Paul Orphanage,
South Dunedin. celebrated Masses at Queenstown and Arrowtown
on Sunday last. He was to leave Queenstown for Skippers on
onTuesday. Onnext Sunday he is to celebrate Mass in Gar^ton
and will collect there and Nokomai, and possibly at Nevis during
the week. Heexpects to be back in Dunedin on the first, or at
latest,the second Sunday in December.

An adjourned meeting of the Catholicsof St.Joseph's Cathe-
dralparishwas held in St. Joseph's Hall on Sunday evening for
thepurpose of considering the report of twoexpertson the causeof
thelateralmovement which has been taking placein the towers of
thecathedralfor some time. The Right Rev.Dr. Verdonpresided,
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and there was only a moderate attendance,duo to the short noticeand the inclement weather. His Lordship read the report of the
experts— Messrs. Lawson andHay— whomade certain recommenda-tions, which were approved of by Mr. Petre. Itwas eventuallydecided that the experth"recommendations be given effect to, andthat the meetingstand adjourned until next Sunday evening, when
a committee will be appointed to make the necessary arrangementsfor the carrying out of the work. Aa the matter requiresimme-diate attention it is very necessary that it shouldbe taken inhandat once,and it therefore behoves the parishioners to act withoutdelay. It is to hP hnpfd that there will b.» a. representative meeting
onSunday night, when waysandmeans will haveto be considered.Although there i« no immediate rtir.nrPr to thp oathpdral,still it iswell to act on theprinciple that 'a stitch in time waves nine,' andwhat now canbe remedied at a small cost might, if allowed tocon-tinue, entail considerable expense. Hia Lordship the Bishop ex-pects a full and representative gathering of the people of thecathedral parish at the meeting in St. Joseph's Hall on Sundayevening. J
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deliberately deprived themselves of the necessaries of life in
order to give them to the sick and wounded soldiers undertheir care, andactually died of starvation as a consequence
of noble self-sacrifice. 'At Estcourt,' says he, 'it was so.
The Superior herself died of starvation, though it was
supposed to be enteric fever.' The Edinburgh Catholic
Herald quotes a sergeant who writes as follows from the
Jewish School Hospital at Johannesburg: 'It is largely
due to the untiring energy anH splMpvnHon nf f,hr> Sisrprs
that not onlyhas a very great deal of suffering been alle-viated,bub many lives saved.' Many others have wiilleu totheSuperiors of Nazareth House, Johannesburg and Ham-mersmith, words of grateful recognitionof the kindness of
the Sißters. ♥They never seemed,' says one,' to tire in theirendeavors to relieve some poor sufferer. They worked hardfor all alike and had a smile and akind word for every-body.' The Diamond Fields Advertiser, of September 1,
in its report of the proceedings of the Hospital Commis-
BiQH at Capetown, tells how thechorus of warmapprobation
of the Sisters' work was swelled by the evidence of Rev.
Mr. McClelland, Presbyterian chaplain to the Forces.
In the course of his evidence he said : 'He
went to Kimberley on March 9. Here there was also
a largenumber of sick, and every available buildingseemed
to have been taken up for hospital purposes. The NazarethHouse, managed by the Sisters, was especially good, andwitness was very much struck by the care, skill, and atten-
tionshown by the Sisters. This hospital seemed to him to
be one of the besthe had ever seen.'

18

QQQTT COMMIN & HO House, Land,Estate,Financialand CommissionAgents andw/N^ Vl^ ' " » wwiviiviiii vas KS\S,j Accountants .. DOWLING STREET,DUNEDIN '~

U»u Negotiated. BtntaOoUtoted. Snb-AgenteSouth Britiih lumwuu*Co,


