
NOTICE.
Correspondentsareparticularlyrequestedto bear inmind

that to insurepublicationinanyparticular issue of thepaper
communicationsmust reach this Office not later than Tuesday
morning.

DEATHS.
Of your chantypray for the repose of the soul of Bridget, thebeloved wife of William Meade, who died at Main street, SouthDanedin,November15th, 1900 ;aged 60 years.— R.l.P.

m Cotter.— At Castle Martyr, County Cork,Ireland, John Cotter.
inhis B«th year.— R.l.P. (Perth. W.A., papers please copy.)

' Topromote thecame of Religion andJustice by the ways
of truthandPeace.'

Leo XIII to the N.Z.Tablet.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 1900.

HEROINES OF THE WAR.

BRIEF cable message in last week's dailypapers
announced that two of the Catholic nuns whohad been through the inferno of the siege ofMafeking were received in audience by theQueen on the eve of their return to the sceneof their gallant labors in the battered littleborder town of Bechuanaland. The honors of
this squalid and sordid war fall chiefly and byright to the noble bands of ministering angels that weni,forth, weak in frame butgiantesses in charity, to heal thewounds that were inflicted in the interests of v knot ofBritish Company promotersand (Jerman capitalists. * Theblood of men and the tears of women'— Buch is the taxof war upon the sexes. But when the front of battle lowers,

women stand the brunt of the onset in other and moreserviceable ways than in the wildregrets that blot out thesunlight of life in cottage and cabin when the band hasbegun to play. Woman's best work in war-time as inplague was happily expressed by the graceful answer madeby the Empress Eugenic when visiting the hospital ofAmiens during the cholera epidemic in 18(56:
'
It is ourmanner of going under fire.' The courage required, thestrain endured by delicately natured women who face the

agonies of siege or battle field may be gauged from the

experiences of MademoiselleConstance Teichmann. She
is still living— the daughter of a former Governor of theprovince of Antwerp ;and during the cholera epidemic of1866 she passed her heroic days and nights by the bedsideot the sick and dying. Four years later the Franco-German war broke out. The brave little woman went outto nurse the wounded on the battle-field of Sarrebourg.When she returned her dark tresses had become white fromthe racking agony that her gentle spirit had endured.

in rtouth Africa nuns have been literally as well asmetaphorically many a time and oft under fire during thepast few years. During the Matabele campaign the Domi-
nican nuns were nurses, cooks, and what-not behind thelaagers and the sandbag redoubts of Buluwayo and FortSalisbury :they gave soldier and settler and miner alikestirring evidence of the height and depth of thecheerfulcourageandcharityand self-sacrifice of Catholic SisterhoodsIhe defender of Mafeking pays a well-merited tribute tothe heroines of the flowing black and white robes in hisrugged but picturesque story of that curious campaign
against thedark-skinned warriors of Lo Bengula. Duringthe miserable Boer war that—like the fatuous American
campaign in the Philippines— is ever about to end butnever ending, the Sisters of Nazareth and theSisters of theHoly Family tended the sick and wounded within the bat-teredlines of Mafeking and Kimberley and Ladysmith. Onthe eve of the war train after.train was bringing packedloads of scared refugees in open trucks from Johannesburgto places of greatersafety at the Cape or Durban orLorenzoMarquez. The Sisters of Nazareth kept reason and cooljudgment upon its throne amidst the universal panic andhurry-scurry. They took the chances of war in cold bloodand remained at their post in the half-deserted city to tendthe sick in the hospital and to find food for the seven hun-dredorphans and old people (mostly British subjects) whowere leg-ironed to the place by sickness, poverty, help-lessness, or old age,and who had none but the wearers ofthe white gimp and the blue-borderedveil to stand betweenthemand the pangs of absolute starvation."

m

About the time that the first shot of the war echoedagainst the boulders of the Natal hills, Mgr. GaughranVicar-Apostolic of the Orange Free State,sent a telegraphicmessage to the Sisters of Nazareth at Mafeking. He leftthem free to remain at their posts and face the music of theBoer bullets or to leave the threatened frontier t»wn forsafer quarters further south. Hundreds of others whomight have oimi a helpful hand to sick and woundedcrammed their most portable valuables into sundry recep-tacles, scrambled into the overcrowded passenger trains, andsteamed tosafer quarters to await the time when Mausersshould cease from troubling and * Long Toms'should be atrest. Among the fugitives were the Salvation Army 'lasses.'But without exception or a moment's hesitation the Sistersof Nazareth decided to remain at their post and face theworst that war and siege might bring. And they gaveto the wounded and the victims of dysentery and camp-fever the tender and skilful services which their dark-cladcompanions in the Transvaal were giving with equal charityand devotion to the Boers. A Protestant writer in a SouthAfrican paper wroteof the besiegednun-nurses of Mafeking"
Whilst the Sisters would very probably be the very lastpersons in the world to desire any public commendation oftheir course, it seems only fair that attention should becalledto their conduct. In this age of money-getting andphice-hnntimr, such deeds as these confirm our faith in thebeauty of self-sacrifice and humanity.' Under the heading" splendid Example of the Nuns,' the London Times ofDecember 2, 1891), paysa high tribute to the bravery of theSisters at Mafeking and their unflinching devotion to duty.The news was from its Mafeking correspondent and wasdated November ih.

'The convent,'he writes, < has beenhiteight times. The nuns refuse to leave their post beyondtaking refuge in the bomb-proof shelter adjoining the con-vent. These heroic Sisters take their share in the hardwork, makingand distributing coffee and tea to theneigh-boring redans. Their gallant conduct has set a magnificentexample.'

Some time ago a correspondent stated in the columns ofthe Hospital that in a time of need the devoted Sisters
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NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS.
Complaints re irregular Deliveryof Paper should bemade without delay to the Manager-
All Communications with the CommercialDepartment

of the 'N.Z. Tablet' Newspaper are to be addressed toJohn Murray, Secretary, to whom all Post Office Ordersand Cheques are inall instances to be madepayable.
Annual Subscription, 255. booked; 225. 6<L if paid inadvance; shorter periodsat proportionalrates.
NOTE—Our limit of Credit is Six Months.

Allcommunicationsconnected -with the literary depart-
ment, reports,correspondence,newspaper cuttings, etc., should
be addressed to the Editor.
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IBS FAMOUS "JICTOEY^SKWISO fHJg^MUbauJKtt

OAMARU CONVENT ART UNION. *

TTOLDEBS OF TICKETS in the aboveArt.Union are urgently
requested to serd in Blocks and Remittances, before the 6th
December, to theRev.Mother, Dominican Convent, Oamaru.

TLtDRAWING takee place en the ?th DECEMBER


