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gone on here and there in sporadic and fitful faghion almoss
from the first decade of the ninecteenth century—as, for
instance, in the bamds of Irish Catholic setilers that were
rooted in the ¢ green wood farms’ of Prince Bdward Ialand,
and in New Bronswick, Upper Canada. Mivnesota, [Hinois,
California Queensland (where so many were intreduced by
Bishop QuINy thas the colony might at one time, a8 some-
body remarked, almost have been called * Quinosland® instead
af Qneensland). and in the various places on American soil
enum rated in NpALDING's Keligious Mission of The Insh
Peuple. WARETIELD'S [Leltars from Syduey (1320) led to
the peopling of Sonth Australia with Chorch of England
colonists in 1836, The first systematic settlement of Otago
and Canterbury (New Zealand) was even more expressly and
distinctly seckurian., That of Otazo arose remotely oat of
what was known in later Scottish history as ' the Disrup-
tion” or ‘the Ten Years' Couflict” In 1812 the General
Assembly issued its brave remonstrance, ‘the Claim
of Right,) against the persistent interference of the
Civil Courts in the appointment of their ministers.
In the following year, the foundations of the Free
Church of Scotland were laid amidst a hurricane of
controversy.  The grinding pressure of hard times had
in the meantime reduced the Scottish working classes to a
deplorable state. Emigration—with the prospect of ¢three
acres and a cow "—was the recognised blue pill of the day
for poverty A Free Chuarch colony was resolved upon, and
the John Wickiiffe and the Philip Laing—ihe twie May-
Mowers of New Zualand—Ilanded 278 souls on the smow-
covered ground at Port Chalmers on March 23, 1848.
Otago celebrated its Golden Jabilee in 18398,  Christchurch
is now marking with festal gplendor the fiftieth anniversary
of the time when the new ¢ Canterbury Pilgrims’ landed at
Port Lyttelton and set about ntilising the resources of that
rich and beantiful Province which FeErix WAKEFIELD, its
firat surveyor, described as being * like the South Downs on
a gigantic scale,” and ¢ entirely free from timber.’
» » »

Epwarnp Grienoy WAKEFIELD was the projector of
the colonisation of Canterbury as he had been of
that of Houth Australie. It was the darling pro-
ject of his life, and be set about it with an
enthugiasm  that ground the most rugged difliculties
smooth. His head, as somcbody said, wad - an arsenal of
expedients. His chief associutes were Lord LyrrTenToN
and JouN ROBERT GoDLEY—the latter was in a mild way
to the infant settlement of Canterbury for three years
what the famous Jous SyITH was to Virginia ia the days
of its early struggles : manager, guide, ruler, autocrat.
WakgrIsLD preferred religious men and women as colon sts.
Bat he was himself mercly a sturdy Theist, with no par-
ticular leanings to any creed : his biographer (GARNETT)
tells ns that * to get his plans [of colonisation] adopted in
infinential quarters and to secure desirable emigrants for hig
beloved colotiy, he would have :ransplanted the Grand Lama
of Tibet with all his praying wheels, and did actually
nibble at the Chigf Rabbi’ 1le was prepared to accept the
Anglican Clmrch‘m)r the sake of colonisation. LYTTELTON
and GonLEY would have colonisation only for the sake of
the Anglican Church. And thos the Canterbury settlement
became English and Episcopalian, as 1:s southern neighbor,
Otago, was Seottish and Fresbyterian.  The * Pilgrims '
landed from four vessels in December, 1830. Catholies
were, as far as possible, excluded from the new settlement.
The lands were administered on the WAKEFIELD systeny,
which hud already proved so disastrous in South Australia.
* Three pounds an acre,” says Kewves, *was the price of
Iand in the Canterbury Block, of which one pound was to
go to the [Anglican] Church and [ Anglican] education,
two pounds to be spent on the work of development.”  The
high price fatally chiecked the sales of land ; the Canterbury
Assoclation forfeited its charter in 18530 ; and the colonists
reduced the price of land to two pounds per acre. The
infant sestlement pissed through ite it of marasimus in the
shupe of poverty, ditficulties, discontent, und the results of
the thinly disgmsed hostility of the Governor, Sir GEORGE
Grey and his Government, who bore no love to what they
called ‘class colonies,” But it won wealth ab last—at first
chiefly from the golden fleece and luter on from the piough
and spade as well, and, like Otago, it was never scourged hy
the Maori troubles that raiged such grevious ronning sores
on colonisation in the North Island of New Zealand. Can-

terbury’s popalation was 135,858 at the census of 1896
that of Chrisichurch, its capital—including the adjacent
borough and other suburbs—was estimated at 51,330 in
March, 1898 ; Lyttellon, its principal port, easily holds the
New Zealand *record’ for the value of its exports, which
amounted to £2,311,293 in 1899 ; and the rich plains of
that fair province are one of the features of this young
Colony that led WAXEFIELD to describe it as ‘one of the
finest countries in the world, if not the finest, for British
settiement.’
- - »

Canterbury has long since ceased to be exclusively
Anglican, just as Otago has ceased to be exclusively Presby-
terian. The purely sectarian settlement was swamped by
the inrash of gold-seckers that poursd into Otagoe and West-
land in 1861 and the following years and left some of its
overflow on the green plains of Canterbury. Long before
this—and ten years before cven WAKEFIELD'S Anglican
colonists had set their eyes on Port Liyttelton—a little group
of French settlers had been landed on the rugged promon-
tory of Akaroa from the French frigate I"Aube. This was
in 184G ; and the sudden chill of a prospective French an-
nexation and colonisation led to the hasty unfurling of the
Union Jack on Akaroa and the proclamation of New
Zealand as a British possession. The little knot of French
Catholics in Akaroa were the first permanent white settlers
in Canterbury. They were visited from time to time by
Bishop PompALLIER and some Marist Fathers before the
days of the ‘ Canterbury Pilgrims.” In 1848 a regular
mission station was established in Akaroa. It was removed
to Christchurch in the early days of the episcopate of Dr.
Viarp, the saintly first Bishop of Welliugton. In De-
cember, 1851, the total European population of New Zealand
amonnted to 26,707. Of these only 3482 were Catholies.
These were divided among th: old six provinces as follows ;
Auckland, 2404 ; New Plymouth, 31; Wellington, 608 ;
Nelson, 233 ; Canterbury, 136 ; Otago, 60, At the censua
of 1896 the ‘little flock’ of New Zeuland Catholics had
risen to 98,804, The small knot of 136 faithfal that were
scattered over the old Province of Canterbury are repre-
sented now by 20,198 in the present Province. Three
dioceses—Wellington, Christchurch, and Dunedin—now
gccupy the vast territory that wasonee comprised within the
diocese of Wellington. In the carly fifeies only kathers
CHATAIGNIER and SEoN ministered to the few scores of
Catholics that were scattered far and wide ever the rich
level plains of Canteroury like straws tossed and left by a
harricane. In the same territory—the present diocese of
Christchurch—there wereat the close of last year 36 priesis;
19 missions ; over 30 churches: 1+ religious Brothers ; over
130 nuns; siv bowdimne schools for girls ; one superior day
school 3 30 primary schools, attended Ly over 3000 pupils ;
one monumental institute of charity—the Mount Magdala
Asylum 5 handsome ccclesiastical buildings in satisfactory
profusion ; and all the varied activities of a faith that is
filled with energising Iife.  And this where all was a blank
—sz0 far as the Catholic Chnrel was concerned—when many
men &till hale and active amongst us were yes at school.
ft is a fuie prospect for Canterbury Catholics—for its first
Catholic Bishop und its priests and laity—to look back upon:
a vista that leads, as it were, into some pleasant Fastern
fairyland-—so swiftly have fair flowers and tall buildings
sprung up on cvery side. Canterbury Catholics, as becomes
thiem, are taking a right hearty share in the celebration of
the Golden Jubilec of their fair Province, And their
thank-offering for Heaven's sweet favors during fifty years
will be the erection, in the near future, of the noble Cathe-
dral to the glory of Him Who watched and tended the tiny
millet seed of the Church in their midst and gave the in-
crea~e, and without Whose fostering blessing and loving care
ever u PavL and an Aronpo would have totled in vain,

Mg, P, LUNDOYX, Phenix Chambers, Wanganui, ie still bnsy
putting people on the soil, Tla has also hotels in town and coantry
For Bale and To Lease. Write to him.—*_*

There will be cheap excursiona to Dunedin on the Government
Railways in connection with the Agricultural and Pastoral Society's
show and the races, Holiday excursion tickets to Dunedin will be
issned from Lyttelton, Kingston. and intermediate stations, inclad-
ing branches, on November 27, 28, and 29, and from Oamaru,
Clinton, etc, also on November 30, and by morning traina on
December 1. These tickets will be available for return up to and
including December 10, Further particulara will be found in our
advertising columns,—,*,

THE FAMOUS “ VICTORY " SEWING MAGHINE. 70 eoscuass o ouespmt Teme. W

talogue (mention this paper),

¢ PRINCES BTREET, DUNBDIN.



