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A pastor of the Presbyterian Chureh, the Rev. John Trwin, last
Sunday at Cambridge (Waikato) said from the pulpit that ' it was
British precd that had caused the war in South Africa, and had it
not been for the enormous wealth of goll and diunonds i the
Transvaal no notice wounld have been tuken of the treatment the
Uitlanders received.  The rev, yentlaman thea denouneed Lord
Roberts for telling the tronpa they would have an opportunity of
avenging the reverse they had eu~tarned at Mawer~fon (in.  One ot
the elders as a prot:st, rose und left the bwldun,

WAR 1IN SOUTH

¥
-

TIE AFRICA,

THE LONDOX IRISH RIILES OU'VER I'HELIR SERY [UE-.

Captain W. Farquaharson, son of the late Jobn Farquaharson.
Dundalk, and 1} officers and 500 men of the 1ith London [rish
Rifles, offered their servicea to serve in South Afrien, and were
accepted by the Commander-in-Chief, and were to leave their head-
quarters, 2 Duke street, Chating Cross, W.C.. on the (th January for
the front.

THI ONLY SCOTTISH MILITA REGIMBNT AT THL | RONT,

The only Scottish militia regiment accepiled for ~ervice at the
front (says the London Tullrt) is that of the ith Argyll and
Sutherland Highlanders, who were to sail on Januwary 17 from
Queenstown on the City of Rome—a name that might onre have
been of happy and most appropriate augury. For 30 of the men
of this regiment are Catholic Highlanders, and they are commanded
by a Catholic—Colonel Douglas Dick,

THE BATTLE OT TUGELA RIVER,

In the battle at Tugela River the Irish troops constituted 20
per cent. of the men engaged, and TU per cent. of the whole number
of killed,

AN OPEN QUESTION,

Special prayers have been ordered for Sunday next {(January 11)
by the bishops (says the Liverpool ¢wtholw Teme ey, most of whose
leiters, we are glad to see, avoid the political question as to whether
the war is just or unjust—a guestion wherenpon bishopa. priests,
and laymen have a right to hold and ewpress therr own unfettered
opinions, which bind only themselve-,

A& FRENCHMAX'S OPINIONS,

Mr D Totmaul, a mapiztrate of Natal. writes a< a Catholie to
the Paris { aevers to remonstrate against its sympathy with the
Boers, He urges that Catholics at the Cape enjoy the greatest
liberty under English rule and thut their schools receive encourapre
ment ench 2% is nor granted in France, whereas the Boer- di~like
Catholics and exclude them from public offices. He add- th Lng-
land is not the cam<e of the war, for it hal been prepared for
eirhte:n years by the Afrikander Bond, a secret -oviety like I'ree-
mMARORry.

MNiITENDING TO THETR RELINIOD~ DOTIHE~,

The following i an extra~t from a letter received from Cor-
peral ¥, O'Grady, Bast Surrey Regiment, under date December 12
from I'rere Ciump. Natal —On Saturday evening I was speaking to
Father Matthews. Ie iv the military chaplam whn came from
Egypt. It is wonderful to «ce the men of the Irvh Brignde waiting
outside Father Matthews tent th go 1o confession, long rows of
them. all waiting patiently for therr turn, and the -awe at Ilaly
Communion in the morning , more troops than 1 have ever woen an
my life at their daties.  So you-ee we are trymg ta ~erve our ¢aod
md well as our Queen and country. Oun munday we went toservioy
to Father Keatnge, from Aldershot. T husenothudan opy orominry
of speaking to hun yet  We havenll we rajrire here. trear ul jase
the wame as the officers. bt milk and buatter we never <ee and can
do without them, We can -ee the Buers seampering ahout, and we
witl give them some music in a couple of days.

THLE =iSTERS OF NAZARETIT AT PORT RLIAABEH,

One of the Sistars of Nazareth Tlouse. Purt Blirabeth, wrining to
Hammeramith on December 3 <ays —

The war i< still too terrible, and the end, T fear, very far of.
How hard it i- for those poor soldiora who have to o to the front
not knowing the moment they may appear fiwe to face with Al-
mighty Gal, We do pray for thom and help them all in oar power
A thonsand volunteer~ left lere ye-terduv. (hur docter (Dr, Slater)
hae gone with them. He breught his dear old father for oe
to take care of during his absence, We tru~t he will ¢ome back
safe, He i- a Protestant, and said he wished the Sisters wore
groing. too, to help him, for there is very harl work betore hum,
Mass was said for the poldiers the morning before theie depar-
ture in the stables at the racecourse. The Hi-ters went up to
arrange the altar. They tried to cover up -ume of the adver-
tisements on the wall— Mporgan's Pale Ale. ete” One of our
boya served the Mass. Three hundred men went to ifoly
Communio.

How good of that kinl lady to cend £10 for the refugess, Do
you know, dear Mother, the sufferings of rhe posr ereatures are
dreadful. They look such niee people, and when they come to sk
for relicf I scarcely hike to look them in the face. The Sicters
go round to them. They found three tamilies in one «mall roow :
three of tne children were dymg, and the poor inothers were o
exhau-ted and avercome with suffering that they did not semin able
tn look after them. You wonli be plen-ed with the Nisters, dear
Mother ; they work so hard and yet are happy and brave, ju-t what
our dear Mother-tieneral woull like them to be, You cont
imagine what a joy it was to them to rezerve our dear Hoby Pather's
blessing., I we are not good it is our own fault.

M FINLAY,

LET ~ MAKE A NAME L O QURSELVES,

The report {says a London paper, December 30) has been con-
firmed that the Dublin l'wsiliers succeeded in crossing the Tugela
and effc cting a foothold on the Boerside of the river. But, support
fuiling thein. they were withdrawn. The bedies of several of those
dapper little Dubliners have been found in the historic stream,
The correspondent of the fady Ml describing the fight, in which
the Dublizers were foremost, says they were surprised when, on
reaching the bank, a storus of bullets grected them from Boers en-
trenched at a distince of only 2000 yards, The men retarned the
fire. but, thouph they fouebt hravely, they were handicapped by
not being abie v see Lhols wdyorsaric, and a retirement was ordered,
The correrpondent adds .
“Jusg previowsly Lhe Dublio Tusilices had been preparing for a
bayonet charge, the men standing up to inspire each other with
contilence, and ~houting. * Let's wake a name for ourselves.””
Asto the [1ish in the war and their conspicuous valour, we
take the following from the Hoestminster (fuelfe —
*In looking through the long list of brave men whe fell
wounded in the Tugels battle, one will be struck, not only with
the loases suffered by the hriah regiments, but by the number of
Irish names in the English and Scoteh battalions, The bravery of
our Irish soldiers was conepicuously displayed in last Friday's
battle, * Let's make a name for ourselves’ was the cry that came
from the ranks of the Dublin Tosiliers as they da-hed through the
“ torrent of lead,”
A Wezxford rhymer. who modestly signs himself the *Poet
Laureate of Bridgetown, elaboriates some verses upen incidents of
the war, Asisoften the case in Irish affairs, the comic and the
tragic are so blended as to be indisscluble, The following 13 one
verse of rhythmical dialogue beliween a Catholic chaplain and a
woundeld Irith soldier —
" And what religion are you '
Agked the priest in holy fear;
Then the soldier slowly murmured,
‘I'm a Dublin Fusilier !

I was sick for want of fightin’,
But now I've got my fill,

An’, Father, kindly make my soul,
[needn’t make my will.,”

We need not cail attention to the vein of humourin the last
line, Having no worldly zoods to bequeath to any one. the
making of wills does not trouble the last hours of the dying
soldier.

CATHOLICR IN THE ARMY,

The Rev J. FE. Rockliff, acting-chaplain te the forces at Malta,
writes thus to a Home piper —

The follewing list of regiments with the greatest number of
Catholic men will serve a9 a puide to those who are so generonsly
sending papers and Chrhelic literature - 1st Royal Dublin Fusiliers,
Ist Royal Munster Pusiliers, 2nd Royal Irish Fusiiiers. 2nd Royal
Irish Rifles, 1<t Loyal North Lancashire Regiment, Ist Liverpool
Regtinent. 2n0d Royal Lancaster Regiment, 2ud Seottish Rifles, 5th
Ioyal Trish Lancers, 2ud Royal Dublin Fusiliers, lst Royal Irish
Fusliers, 1st Royal Inni-killing Fusiliers, 1st Connaught Rangers,
2nd  Lancasinre Y¥osuliers, st Manche-ter Regiwent, 1st South
Lancarhire Beyiment, sth Inniskilling Dragoons, Sth Royal Irish
Huraars.

CRID ENGLISH, JRISH, AND SCOT(H.

Tn talk- with General Juabert, Commander Cronje, Commis-
stoner Smit, Postwa~ter-teneral Van Alpen, and other Boer leaders
(~1¥» a correspondent of o Hoane papery 1 pathered that the Doera
niake an exceptton of the rank and file of the Seoteh. Irish and
volonial repimuents, In them, say the Hoeet- the officers have con-
tidence. s tor the troops recruiied 1 Englaond praper—Devon-
<hire, Lone elure, York-hnre, Manchester, aud other provinces, citiea,
and rural didrict-—they are not counted wpon.

When 1t ¢omes to a charge where desperate and steadfast
courage 1o necded Hiuwehlaeders or Irishmen are calied to the front.
This s s unwritien but also au unbroken rule in Euglich wulitary
witenee,

The [rish wnldier ia a firiter pure and ~imple A coward
among thewe men i+ likely to be shot by hiv eomrades.  General
White has Boen makinyg ool use of this well-known guality in
the Erish,

The couraze of the Seoteh s different from that of the Irish,
They too are inspired by the ties ot clanship and traditional pride,
BBut the Hizhlanders do not light with the ferocity of the
Fusiliers.  With them 1t i3 quier. steady determunation to go
through and fight 1o the death. They have patience, while the
irish have not,

When men are required to lie in the trenches and bide their
time under hot ire tt 1« the Highlunders who are wanted. The
{riek cannot stand still under fire.  They are at their best only in o
charge. That is why at Glencoe they were ordered to lead that
reckless charge. The officers knew that rheir Trishmen would go
ut anything—white biack, or brown—ewh man to show what his
country could do.

THE BRITISH LION MEANS BUSINENS,

The following is an extract from a leading article regarding
the war which appeared in un up-country paper in South Africa :—
“I'he hoary old British Livn is beginninz to raise his head onee
more 1n Sonth Afrien; his resonant roar is now making itself
heard in the yrveat veld of this sub.continent; and those short-
sirhited antagonists of hiv who spat at him and pin-pricked him
when he slept ate now trembling o feawrful amazement as they see
lim aritg 1w oatl his power, shakiny off the shackies of apathy
squl nutnlgence w hich hitherto beund khun, and rushing forth in all
hi- miajerty anld stzength to engulph for ever in a chafm of destrue-
tion tlinse who were mad encugrh o thwart hs will and 1o scoff at
his power.’
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