
The last Holy Year
—

when, however, the ceremony of the
opening of the Holy Doorway wasnot performed— was proclaimed
in 1575 by the preceding Pontiff

—
Pius IX.

—
and many remember

still the great assembly of foreigners, which was marked by the
arrival in Rome of the international deputations from Italy,
Austria,Hungary. Russia, theUnitedStates, and Australia.

The Holy Year, or Jubilee,derives its origin from the custom
instituted by Moses, when the elect peopleevery fiftieth year were
called tosanctify themselves with worksof piety. The first Holy
Year was proclaimed in 1300 by PopeBoniface VIII.

The Pontiff did not live then in the Vatican, but at the
patriarchal palace of St. John in Lateran. and it was from the
pontifical residence that the famous bull was issued whereby he
a«signed the Basilica of St. Peter as the goal of reunion for the
pilgrimage. To the apped of the Pontiff there was immediate
response, with great enthusiasm, and to Rome began to flock in
thousands the de\otees from France, Spain, England, and Germany.
Itwasestimated that about 2,000,000 of foreigners came to Rome
on that occasion, andamong these were such illustrious persons as
Carlo Martello, the King of Hungary,and Charles of Valois. brother
to Philip the Fair, in company with his wife, Catherine, niece to
theEmp-ror Baldovine, besides his sons and a Buite of about 500
Frenchknights.

Rome was theninclosed witha wall broken here and there by
towers. The Church of St. Peter's was far different from whatitis
now,being entered by meansof Bmall marble steps that the faithful
ascended kneeling and kissing them one by one. Ingress to the
church was through live large doors, of which that in the middle
wascalled the, silver doorwayand wasalmost always closed, since it
wasdestined for mcuarchs : inmore recent ages another was called
'Holy.' and reserved for jubilee years

It was lope Alexander VI. of the Borgia house who, after
having personally directt d researches for the purpose of discovering
the position ot the holy doorway which had been opened on the
fourth jubileeof ilomfucc IX.not succeeding in hisattempt,ordered
a new one to be made , and that this might afterwards be recognised
he adorned it with marble and sculpture.

THE GOLDEN HAMMER.

'1lie {/(/Men hammer which the Popeuses is a precious piece of
goldsmith's work, and, besidesa work of art. is a manifestarion of
symbolical talent that the Italian episcopacy offers to the Pontiff.
Hut besides this there are three other hammers offered him for the
opening of the doorways in the other churches. The French
Catholics hi\e given that for St. John Lateran, the work of a
celebrated goldsmith of Lyons ; the clergy and Catholic laity of
Italy that tor St. Mary the Greater, made on the design of the
architect Collamarini ;and the Catholic laity of theGermanEmpire
that for St. Paul's. The last opening of the holy doorway
wascelebrated, as wehavesaid, in ]S2.~> and a copperplateengrav-
ing of the ceremonyof that year exhibits thePontiff,Leo XII.,in
the act of striking with his golden hammer the fragile wall which
closed up the doorway. Some old peoplenow living, who werethen
in Rome,remember the ceremony of that year, when thePontiff, in
penitence,proceeded barefoot to the tomb of St.Philip Neri, and
wentalso to \va«h the feet of the poor in the hospitalof Trinita
dei Pellegrini, and to performother works of charity and humilia-
tion.

THE HOLY YEAR OF 1825.
Amons? these who were present at the opening of the holy

doorway in IS2."> wasJoachim Pecci, thepresent Pontiff.
It is too early yet toknow all that is contained in the various

documents that maybe found hidden by the door closed by Pope
Leo XII.at the end of the year IS2.">, but it is believed that they
will be found tocontain many things which, when fully disclosed,
will verge upon the prophetic.

A peculiarcoincidence marks the ceremonies of 182") and of the
present year in that Pope Leo XII.almost a year before the time
for the ceren.ori} of 182."> wasnot expected to live, and, in fact,had'
taken the la-L sacraments on December 2H, 1823. andprepared for
death. He recovtred, however,and lived until IS2'J. At the end
of the jubilee year he closed the portals and sealed them up,
anticipating that within a quarter, or at the latest half, of a
century some succeedingPope would open them and find the relice
and tokens deposited within.
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INAUGURATION OF THE HOLY YEAR.

IMPOSING CEREMONIES AT ST. PETER' S

A Hume correspondent gives the following interesting account of
the ceremony of the opening of the Holy Door by his Holiness the
Pope onDecember 24, a brief report of which appearedin a recent
issue of theN.Z. Tablet :—:

—
On Sunday morning, at 11 o'clock, the Pope formally inaugu-

rated the Anno Santo or Holy Year by performing the ceremony of
opening tbe Holy Door in the Basilica of St. Peter. This solemn
function took place in the vestibule of the Cathedral, from which
thepublic wereexcluded, but in which were assembled themem-
bers of the diplomatic body, the Roman nobility,and anumber of
distinguished persons who had received invitations from thePope
Athalf-past ten hisHoliness, accompanied by the Pontifical Court,
was carried from his apartments to the Robing Hall, where the
Cardinals, patriarchs,bishops, andall the dignitaries of the Ponti-
lical Court were gathered. Havingput on thepontifical vestments.
Leo XIII.mounted the Si'did (rextatoria.and, preceded by a long
train of Cardinals and ecclesiastics, wasborne to the Sistine Chapel,
where were assembled the representativesof all the religious Orders
and the clergy of the confraternities inRome.

After a short prayer before the Holy Sacrament, which was
exposedon the altar, thePopeleft the S< <lta Gt-itatoi in and intoned
the 'Veni Creator.' The procession was then resumed, with the
addition of the religious Orders, whocarried lighted candles. Near
the portico at the side of the Holy Door the Papal Throne was
erected. Here thePope wasieeeivedby the Chapter of the Vatican.
and he then took his seat on the throne, surrounded by all the
princes of the Church.

At the signal given by the great bell of St. Peter >, his Hoiine-s
approached theHoly Door with two Cardinal deacons and Cardinal
Serafino Vannutelli, whohanded to the Pontiff the beautiful golden
hanumer, which is the gift of the Italian bishops. With this the
Pope, who was wearing the mitre, struck three foicible stroke^ on
the door, whichhad previously been sawn through, and which only
neededa little additional pressure from the workmen to gi\e way.
The threshold of the door having been washed, the Pope, mean-
while, intoning the first words of apsalm which was taken up by
thepontifical choir, his Holiness,holding in his righthand the cro-s
andin the left a candle,knelt down at the now open door while
the 'Te Deum

'was &ung. Then rising,he entered the Cathedral
alone,followed, after a certain interval, by the Cardinals and the
Bishops.

At the moment all the church bells in Rome were mjl pealing.
The Pope,on passing into the basilica, stopped at the Altar of I'ity,
andhere, in accordance with ancient usage, the Guard* of the Arch-
confraternities of Rome,whose office it is to keep the Holy Door
during the Anno Santo, were allowed to kis-s the foot of the
Supreme I'ontiff. After a brief discourse on the significance of
the ceremony which had just been performed, thePope proceeded
to the Altar of theHoly Sacrament, where he offereda shortprayer.
and was thencarried to theHigh Altar, from which he pronounced
the Benediction.

The public who thronged the Cathedral at this point brokeinto
loudcheers for thePope. After a >hort interval his Holiness took
off his vestments, and was carried back to his apartments. All was
over by one o'clock. During the two hours and a-half that the
ceremony lasted the Holy Father keptup wonderfully well, though
he looked very paleand worn. The aged Pontiff smiled constantly
on the people and the attendant ecclesiastics, andhis voice, which
was weak at the beginning, gradually gainedin strength towards
the end.

THE PREPARATIONS FOR THE CEREMONY.
The preparations for the opening of the Holy Door began on

December lit, when stone portals that had remained undisturbed
since they were sealed by Pope Leo XII.,in 1.525, were removed.
In their place were erected light frames of wood and iron, which,
on Christmas Eve swung inward, responsive to the knock of the
Pontiff.

The coincidence of thie Holy Year with the end of the century
and the beginning of another has raised thebelief in many that
some relationship exists between these circurrtbtances, while in
reality it is the faculty of the Pontiff to proclaim the intervals by
whichHoly Years shall be divided. And now, while Rome is pre-
paring to solemnise with elaborate festivities the industry of the
worldat the beginning of the century, from the Eternal City the

voiceof Leo XIII.summons the faithful to reunite themselvesfor
the solemnities of the Holy Year ina grand anduniversal jubilee,
whengreater favours and indulgences will be granted.

PAST JUBILEES.
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