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the Incarnation and Resurrection of the Saviour of man-
kind. Dr. Mivant's position, a8 the London Tablel says,
iz now plainly that of ‘an ontsider and opponent of the
Catholic faith." With such belicfs as he holds his enly pos-
sible place is outside the Church's pale. Says the Twblef
‘Men who have ceased to believe in Catholic dogmas can
work nothing but mischief while they stand within, Out-
gide, the best of them are ag harmless as the Protestant
Alliance or the merest no-Popery lecturer, and the Church
of God is all the stronger and better for thewr prompt elimi-
pabion. The aged biologist—for he 18 now seventy-three
years old—tells us, however, that he still prizes ‘ continued
conformity’ with the Catholic Church.  And many will join
with us in praying that the Bestower of all gruce may yet
again give him the light to sce the true way and the grace
tc once more humnly walk therein.
» - »

Dr. Mivart fell into and iade the most of two blun-
ders from which even a slight acquaintance with Catholic
theology would have saved him : (1) that the infallibility of
the Church iz necessarily involved in the decrees of Roman
Congregations ; and (2) that the mission of the Charch is
to teach physical acience as well ag to save souls. No well-
informed Catholie contends or ever did contend that the
decisions of the Roman Congregations are infallible. Asto
the Church's relations with the physical sciences, they are
bedt expressed in the words of the Vatican Council : * The
Church, far from being opé)osed to the progress of human
arte and sciences, assists and encourages ti em in every way.
. . . She does mere, and recognises that, coming from
Gop, the Anthor of science, their proper use shonld, with
the assistance of His grace, lead to Gopn.” The principles of
theology are &s true as those of experimental science. And
‘revealed truth,’ says Cardinal NEwaax, *enters to a very
great extent into the province of science, philosophy, and
hteratture, and to pubt it on one side in compliment to
secular science is simply under colour of a compliment. to do
science a great damage.” To draw just conclusions scientists
must perforce have recourse to another and higher order
of knowledge. Without the light of revealed truth, what
they say may be, in NEwMAXN'S words, ‘ true, but not the
measure of all things; true, but, if thus inordinately, ex-
travagantly, and ruinously carried out, in spite of other
sciences, in spite of theology, sure to become hut a great
bubble and burst.’ Dr. Mivart himself fully vecog-
nised the need of this corrective to unbridied and
illogical hypotheses in hislessons from Neture, which first
saw the light in 1376, Jong before he set forth on his career
of amateur dabbling in theological theorising. In that
work he has words of fiery condemuation for those who n
public Jecturesand writings maintain the inconsistency of
science with religion. *Tn such lectures” he says, * attempts
have again and again been made to strike thevlogy through
physical science, or to blacken religion with coal-dust, or to
pelt it with chalk, or to smother it with sub-Atlantic mnd,
or to drown it with a sea of protoplasm.” In the following
year an investigator beside whom Dr. MIvaRrT is the mercst
pygmy—namely, Dr. Vircnow—in his address to the Con-
gress of German naturalists at Munich, denounced those
who ¢ attempt simply to dispossess the Church und supplant
its dogmas forthwith by a religion of evolution.” Dr.
VircHOw i8 no friend of the Catholic Church. But he
added : - Beassured, gentlemen, that every such attempt will
make shipwreck, and its wreck will alsu bring with it the
greatest perile for the whole position of science.” The great
German pathologist stands firmly to this day by the prin-
ciples ngcb he formulated in 1877. His lesser English
ronfrére has, in the sere and yellow leaf of his life, reversed
the gound principles which he so vigorously defended in the
full green summer of his intellect and manhood. He has
reversed the natural order of things and made religion the
hardmaid of science and not science the handmaid of rveli-
gion. He has, so to speak, relegated the lady of the house
to the kitchen and sent the maid to preside in the drawing-
room. And in his mental household as in that of others whose
example he formerly condemned but now follows, the resnlt
hag been a noisy and not altogether decorous sample of
*high life ' upstairs.
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The true man of science is odest. e has, like
VIrcHOW, little patience with those parasites of science who
make use of the Jabours and discoveries of others to spin

fantastic theries and flimay hypotheses which they endesvonr
to force upon the world as so much proven and veritable
fact, The 1llustrious Catholic chemist, J. B. Dumas, of the
French Academy of Sciences, says in this connection :—

It is quite different with people who have made discoveries
themselves, They know by experience how limited their field is,
and they find thecieelves at every step arrested by the incompre-
hensible, Hence their religion and modesty. Faith and respect for
mysteries are easy for them. The more progress they make {n
science, the more they are confounded by the infinite.

The history of the advance of all true and genuine
suleiwe——as opposed to mere theory-spinning—abundantly
proves the truth of M. Dusas’ observations. * All the great
scientists of the world,’ says Zamw, ¢ have been, are, and ever
must be wen of faith, men of religious instincts, men who
have felt on them the spell of religious teaching.' Very
few of the world’s great scientists have been men of irreii-
gious mind. KgpLEr, Sir Isaac Newrox, Sir HUMPEREY
Davy, MapLer, JaMEs Crerk MaxweLL, are random
names taken from the roll of great and convinced Protestant
scientists. The Catholic Church has furnished by far the
grandest bead-roll of illnstrious names in the field of
scientific research.  To her devoted sons—GERBERT (after-
warde Pope Svivester I1.), ALBERTUs MagNus, and
Rocer Bacon, the friar—the world owes the inductive or
experimental method of study which has contributed so
materially to the development of the physical sciences.
And the greatest names in this department of human
learning have heen those of her faithful children : CoPEr-
NICUS, GALILEO, 34 Vinci, Fourier, Ficuier, Burrow,
Voura, AMPERE, (ranvaxi, Fathers Seccer, PErRry, De
Vico, and DENzas, DESCARTES, PaAScAL, BARRANDE,
CHAvnevr, HeERMITE, VaN BANEDEN, PASTEUR, and
hundreds of others that attained to high eminence in the
varicus branches of natural science. The late Mr. GLap-
STONE wrote the following appropriate remarks in point :—

Since tke first 300 years of persecution the Roman Catholic
Church has marched for fifteen hundred years at the head of haman
civilisation, and has driven, harnessed to its chariot as the horses of
& trinmphal car, the chief intellectuasl and material forces of the
world ; ite art, the art of the world ; its genius, the genins of the
world ; ita greatness, glory. grandeur, and majesty have been

almost, thongh not absolutely. all that, in these respects, the world
has had to boast of.
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The illustrious Catholic investigators into the natural
sciences have ever been awarc that there is nothing in the
teachings of the Church incompatible with the highest
excercise of reason und the deepest inquiry into the realms, of
phys cal research. Gob is the Author of all truth. And
no gennine and proven finding of true science can be incon-
sistent with any doctrine of true faith. The illustrions Dr,
Browxsox, one of the greatest philosophers of the present
centary, says in bis Coneer! . —

I never in a single instance found a single article, dogma, pro-
position, or definition of faith which embarrassed me a3 a logician,
or which I would, o far as my awn reason was concerned, have
changed or wmodified, or in any respect altered from what I found it,
even if T had been free to do so. I have never found my reason
struggling agninst the teachings of the Church, or felt it restrained,
or myself reduced to o rtate of mental slavery. Thave as a Catholie
felt and enjoyed a mental freedomn which I never conceived possible
when I was a non-Catholic,

Such, too, were the sentiments of Dr, Myvanr in the full
flush of his mental vigour. Such, by the Divine grace, may
they be once more before his passage to the great Beyond !
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We have on hands a full stock of ourtwo Pink Pamphlet- on
the Slattery pair, who are now engaged in an endeavour io arouse
and profit financially by sectarian passion against the Catholic body
in thia Colony. The first is entitled Joseph Slattery : The Romance
of an Unfrocked Priest, It consists of 28 pages, chiefly of repring
from the N.Z. TABLET, with additions, and is the most withering
exposure of the man yet published, It is published at this office
at the small charge of 2d per copy, and S8 4d per 114, carriage
extra. Theother (now ready) isentitled Mrs Slattery : The Homanee
of @ Sham Nun, and is published at the same price, We strongly
urge the Very Rev. and Rev. clergy and the laity to purchase these
pamphlets well in advance of the Slatterys’ visits and, at the proper
time, to ecatter them broad-cast by the thousand. These pamphlot;
have everywhere proved themselves the best antidotes for the
Slattery plagune,
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