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ANTRIM.—Appointment of Postm=zster at Belfast.—A
raomour has gained curreccy (ways the Jrosh IWeckly) thas Mr,
Sheridan. postmaster of Cork, has been apjuinted to the Belfawr
vacancy. There is little doubt the rumour will turn out to have
foundation in fact, though no official atuouneoment on the subjeet
has been made. An evening contemporary goes out of ita way to
remind its readers that the gentleman appointed is a Catholic. 1t
may be presumed, however, if the appointment kas been made,
religion did not enter into the caleulations of the Postmaster-
General. Seaniority of service is the first consideration taken into
account in most Government departments when a vacancy otcurs
and an appointment has to be made, In this ¢ se, therefore, if the
rumgur prove correct, the wusnal practice hus been followed.
Aocording to the ethics of the Orange Lodges, Cathclicity should be
made & barrier to all promotion in the Post Office.

DUBLIN.—The bettur Housing of the Poor.—At arecent
meeting of the Catholic Women's Total Abatinence League Dublin,
Mr. J. N, Briscoe, candidate for the eouneillorship of the Mountjoy
ward in the interests of temperance and the better housing of the
poor, said the caunse they were fighting was a great one, and they
now placed foremost on their programme the housing of the poor
and the providing of sanitary houses for the people. So long as the
pecple of Dublin were compelled to live in crumbling tenements,
which the Corporation shirked the responsibility of compelling the
owners to put in habitable repair, so long would the people be the
victims of drink, disease, and crime.

Death of a veteran Mugician.—The death ia reported of
the veteran Irish musician, Professor J. W. Glover. The deceased
edited Duffy's edition of Muore's Triek Mcladier, and put the aceom-
panimentato Dr. P, W. Joyce’s Irish tunes. Professor (Glover had
attained the grent age of 86 years,

A Conductor who put his foot in it.—There is & story
going the rounds of the Press which, if true, shows that the well
known conductor, Hans Richter, committed a serious indiscretion
recently in Dublin. During his stay in the Irish metropolis the
Provost of Trinity invited him to a reception at his official resi.
dence, where all that is high, socially and intellectually, in Dublin
had foregathered to meet him, During the course of the afternoon
Professor Mahaffy delivered a short address to the distinguished
musician in German, Hans Richter replied in English, but com-
menced hy apologising for his inability to speak fluent English.
However, he promiged all wha came to hear the performance of the
Halle Band Jater in the evening to compensate them with his baton.
He expressed the great pleasure he felt of having the opportunity
of visiting Ireland, the land of echolarship of music. and, he added
with alook that betokened his confidencc in the npplause of his
audience, ‘so crueily oppressed by its neighbour.' If a lyddite
sbell had exploded in the Tory gathering the consternation could
not have been greater. The musician's ‘slip’ was receivel with
protonged silence.

The Poor Servants of the Mother of God.—The Poor
Servants of the Mother of God have, with the approbation of his
Grace the Archbishop of Dublin, made a new foundation in Ireland,
The Superioress who has been appeinted matron of the Rathdown
Union has reached the scene of her furure labours, with her com-
munity and one of the Mother-General's assistants, and has had s
cordial reception from the Guardiuns, Canon Quinu, P.P.. Father
O’Connor, C.C,, and tke parishioncrs.

Prayers for Peace.—In a postscript to the Advent Pastoral
his Grace Archbishop Walsh, of Dublin. says: *Subjeot to the
arrangement notified on a previous occasion as applicable to ull
cages of collects prescribed by the diocesan muthority. the prayer
for the living and the dead ( Pro vivis et defunctin ), the last in
order amongst the collects assigned in the missal for wpecial ocra-
gions, is to be said at Mass when the rubrics permit during the
continuance of the war now being waged in South Africs, Lat us
thus persevere in prayer to the Almighty that in His power and
wisdom He may be pleased to bring to an end this war. o calami-
tous to all who are involved init. Let us also implore His merey
on hehnlf of the vietime of this disastrous conflict, on whichever
gide they may have fought, who dying ie such rad circmmstances,
deprived as they must be in so many cases of all religious aid, have
80 strong a claim on our charitable sympathy”’

KERRY—A Xillarney Man at the Paris Conservatoire
of Music.—Our readers (says a Kerry newspaper) will be glad to
learn of the ruccess of a young Killarney man at the Concervatoire
of Music in Paria. A a reeent examination held for the admission
of pupils, Mr. John O'Sullivan succeeded in tuking first place out
of 90 candidates, and was received a Uunanimite. He now enters
on a course of four years' study under the ficet masters in Paris,
From w very early agre he displayed considerable musical ability,
and possesses o tenor of great compass, sweetness, and power. He
is a son of the late Dr. John (F8ullivan, Killarney,

KING'S COUNTY.—Retirement of 2 Postmaster.—H T,
Love, who for 25 years has been postmaster of Tullamore, is shortly
to retire, A committee of the townsprople has been formed to

arrange for the presentation to Mr Love of an address and testi-
monial.

Death of a Venerable Nun—A Home paper says that
the announcement of the death of the Itev. Mother Mary
Evangeliste, of the Order of Mercy, at Birr, was received with a
feeling of deep and widespread sorrow, Mother Evangeliste was
born &t Nenagh in 1819, waa professed in St, Johu's Convent, and

remained attached to it ever sined, having as a valued collengue apd
co-worker the Venerable Mother Beckett, now an ocwngenarian, and
the Last, 1t is belicved, of the nuns who received the veil frum the
foundre-s of the Order.

LIMERICK —A Successful Young Man —The vice-consul
and chief judicis]l officer at Blantyre, Central Afriea, is a young
Lirgerick wan, Mr Joseph J. Nunan, a graduate of the Royal Uni-
versity and ot Trntty Coliege, Dublin, e is alsc studying for the
Irigh Bir, and recently won the junior fellowship in English of the
Rnyal Umiveraity, £200 a year for four years, e also won the
Blake History Scholarehip und the Vice-Chancellor's prize for Enz-
lisk OCumposition at Trinity, and the Bacon scholarship at Gray's
Inn, Mr Nunan iz yet nnder 25,

Bettling the People on the Land.—In addition to the
estates of Mr. W. T. Treach, Lord Guillamore and Lord Dunraven,
which have been finally purchased by the tenants at terms extend-
ing from 12 to 16 yewrs, arrangements are being conducted between
ths oaners and tepants on the following estates in the parish of
Ableyfeale w1th & view to purchase. Awn application has been
sougbt by the tenauts on Rowland Batman’s estate, and the matter
wwasta consideration in court. The Hartnett estate has been almaost
finally disposed «f at from 13 to 15 years’ purchase, while the
tenants on Major Fllis's and Misa Nixon's estates have esach sub-
mitted to the owners through their respective agents a propoeal of
14 years’ purchase oo present rents, Bhould the sales mentioned be
finally arranged there will remain in this parish, whose extreme
boundaries are 10 miles apart, only a few small estates nnsold, The
success achieved by the tenants is principally due to the efforts of
the Rev. Father Cusey, the parish priest,

WEXFORD —Death of an Erniscorthy Man in Cali-
fornia.—The Las Angelos M. rald anuounces the death of Mr
andrew Martin, * one of the richest young men in the State of Cali-
fornja,’ The deceased came of a fine old Wexford stock, his parents
being natives of Enniscorthy,

GENERAL.

The Irish Judicatunre.—Commenting on tle proposal to
appoint a Catholic to succeed the late Justice O Brien on the Irish
Bench, the ZLerds Merrury pays :— Nothing in cooneciion with
Irish judicature is more rewarkable than the way in which Protes-
tants have displa‘ei Roman CUatholics, About a gquarter of a
century ago there were ten Roman Catholic Judges to seven Pro-
testants, Hince then the preportions gradually altered, until in
L8%6 there were twice as many Protestant Judyes asa Roman Catho-
lica. At the present time the Protestant ascendancy is even more
warked, and 1f a Roman Catholic i+ not appointed to sweceed Mr,
Justive O'Brien the Protestants will be in a majority of 13 to three,
It is certainly not desirable that an impression should be created
that Roman Catholiciam is & bar to advancement in the legal pro-
feasion in [reland., Successive Tory Governments have done their
best to produce, unfortunately, such an impression by elevating to
the Bench barristers who are mere party hacks, and by boycotting
men of brilliant forensi¢ abilities because they are Yome Rulers.
And yet we profess to wunder why the Irsh do not love English
rule”’

The Irish Catholic Truth Society.—The Catholic Truth
Bociety of Ireland has completed its organisation, A general com.
mittee repre<entative of the whele of the country is in process of
formation, To an address issued by the Society to the clergy and
laity of Ireland, the committee snys * The Catholic Truth Society
of England has, for several years past, been doing excellent work of
this character, not only in (ireat I3ritain hut in this country also—a
fact which we gratefu ly recognise. e intend to co-operate
cordially with its members. who have alresdy given us valuable
guidance and assistance. But in fiterature as in other thingy every
people has its own naticnal needs and tastes, for which native
sources alone can make adequate provi-ien. In undertsking to
carry on the work of this Catholic Trurh Sociey of Ireland, the
managing committee maat earnestly eolicit the cordial co-operation
of all their fellow-countrywen, but particularly of the clergy aund
of the influential Carinhie laymen, without whose assistance we
counld never hope to make this project a permanent success,’

The Religion of the Irish Bar.—An unofficial religious
cenrus of the membersof rhe Trish Bar has been taken. There are, it
i sa1d, over 40U prac i~tng birristers in Ereland,  Of thes: 253 belong
to the various Prorestant communions, 154 are Catholies, and one is
a Jew, Outof fifty-+1x Uieen’s Counsel 16 are Catholies. If the
propertion of each creel in the profession were maintained in the
judictary seven judyge<hips out of eighteen shounld be filled by
Catholics, whereas there are oaly three Catholic judges on the Irish
Bench,

Marriage of Mr. J. E. Redmond, M.P.—On Baturday,
Duecember 16, at the church of the Servite Fathers, Fulham, Londan,
Me, J. E. Redmond, M.P., was married by special license to Miss
Ada Beesley, daughter of 1he late Mr. Jamea Beesley, formerly of
Leamington. The ceremouny was strictly private, no one being
preseut except the aunt and zister of the bride. The marriage was
performed Ly the Rev. Father Brugnoli, rectur of the church. In
the afternoon Mr. and Mrs Redwmond lett for the eountry,

Co-operation in the Dairying Industry..—The co-operative
mavement has done mach for the Imsh trade auring the past half
dozen years, but in no department have rta effects been more notice-
able than in the dairying industry. Hereare a few particulars :
“One bundred dairy socicties, exclusive of auxibaries, ferniched
cemplete returns of their business, From the etatistics it will be
seen that the 20.8 14 members of these societies have invested no leay
& capital than £53,131, which is held by them in fully or part-paid
shares. This shure capital has been avgmented by the sam of
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of CHRISTCHURCH, are relinble DRAPERS, CLOTHIERS, TAILORS, and

*3 DRESSMAKERS, Their goods may always be depsnded on and. their prices are
SPECIAL.—Now in stock BROWN MOHAIR, specially imported for the Bisters of 8t, J oeeph,



