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WIEAK KNEED AXD CHICKEX-HEARTED,

There has already been evidence (says the Nuatal! UTtaras) that
many who shonied loudest for war and wigod others to do their
duty to Qneen and country are entirely weik-kreed and chicken.
hearted, To the horour and eredit of the colony, these ttmid men
and hyaterical women, who are cowering with apprehension or
peeking safety in hasty flight now that danger thacatens, belong
not to us. They are far the most part, from the ranks of thas
wha eame fram the enerav’s eountry to this ylace fur <helrer and
for whom, in a large tueasave, our brave luds ot the troar are
pouring the'r life's hlond  Tn one case haif-a-dosea yudividuals of
the malegender who, directly they heard thst the Bevers were south
of Ladysmith, immediately touk train away., Many f.ces, tamilar
in Marntzburg a few days apo, wonld be scuprht for in vain now—
faces of men who, in their airy pride und efferve-cent valuur, pre-
sumed to tel) us how the conguered territ ry was to he divided.
When events did not go altegether 10 our fav.ur, they violnily
attacked the Home Governmenr, the War Otliie, onr offleirs, and
ounr heroes at the front. They dared do this, and to refer to us who
gave thew shelter and gave our money to their destitute as ‘you
British.! Now, when they have emptied their wrath-vials, when
their flabbiness has become an unpleasant spectacle, they huve fled,
afraid, Let them go; we are well quit of them,

WIBELESS TELEGRAPHY ON THE BATTLE FIELD.

A Cape paper states that 8Sir Redvers Buller is awaiting
Captain Kennedy's arrival with the Marconi wirelesa telegraphy
apparatus. Captain Kennedy is to establish communications
between the various camps with the least possible delay. 'We do
not expect the slightest difficulty, aaid he. *The system has bren
80 improved upon, and breught to such a state of perfection that we
expect to have our apparatus in working order four days after
landirg at Cape Town. We do not know at present what peint we
shall be gent to, but I am informed that we shall be directly under
the command of General Sir Redvers Buller. The apparatus will
enable usto establish communications over 230 miles in extent, and
we can defy any attempt to “ tap ™ the messaves. Our nlations can
be so rapidly removed from pisce to place that we can entirely
disappear from human vision in half an hour, taking our apparatus
with us/’

THE DUTCH ELEMENT AT THE CAPE.

Mr A B. Pauteran (*Banjo’), writing from Capetown to the
Bydney Morning Herald, rays :—' After landing was finished I went
up the town and met my firet Boer, I heard that a Boer prisoner
on parole was ot one of the hotels, and a mutual friend introduced
us, He was not long and wild and hairy. He was a refined and
educated man, a doctor of medicine. snd bhad seen several battlea.
He at once offered to play me billiards, and said he had occasionally
made breaks of over 5U. I thought it wise to decline. He says
that the Boers are having a long way the best of it as regards the
fiphting. They lose positions but they save men. They shoot till the
last moment and then run. All the talk about the Boers being
Bavages is nonsense, They treat the wounded well. Isaw a man to-
day who had four bullet wounds and he bhad nothing but good to
pay of the Boers. They assisted him in every way they could
Hers the ultimate succers of Enpland is looked upon as assured. bur
there ia a decp politieal question underlying 1t ali,  The Cupe
Ministry is looked upen as pro-Boer, and the British organa call
them all sorts of names. Bnt the fact remaine that they hold offive
by a vote of the mujority of the local House, There are more locals
againat the war than for it, and the extremist papers on the Eng-
lish gide here uare wrging that after the war the {rancbire
should be taken from the pro-Boer party. This seems sfrange
in view of the fact that the war iteelf is undertaken ~olely to pget
franchize for the Outlanders The fact is that the Cape 1a very
Dutoh, and it cannot be expected that these people will Jook kindly
on & wat in which their own kinsfolk are engapned, Aft r BEuwrlund
has beaten these Boers she will 21l have a sullen and discontented
population to deal with, not only acroes the Vaal but in the parent
colony. All clasw< ot the community are iwmpregnated with the
Dutch element, not that they protiss any pre ference for Dnteh over
Enpglish, but th.ir sympathics naturally are with their kinsmen in
the Boer Republic. One never knows, even in a club or hotel, who
may be a Boer ~yinpathizer, Very littls feeling is openly expr »ed.
People are frightened to muake any open declaration of hostility to
Eneland or of opposition to the war, lent they or their relatives
should incur punishment when the day ot reckoning comes. That
the Boers will have to pay the reckoning is lovked upon as beyond
a doubt, Boer woney s already advancing in price in the expecta-
tion that thore will be no wore Boer coinage after the war,”

TRIBOXERS O" WAR.

In view of the fact that larre numbers of men have been
taken prisoners by both sides, the gquestinn has been asked—How are
prisoners treated by their eaptors I International law recopnises the
right of the belligerent so to deal with its privovers as tn prevent
their escape, but no greater aeverity i o be exercived towards
thein than iv necessary to effect thie object *—' Imprisonment in the
full rense of the word (says one writer) is only permissible wnler
exceptional circumstances, a3 aiter an attemnpt to escape. or if there
is reason that an atiempt to escape will be mate, If prisiner
undeavours 1o ewsape, he mey be killed during his flyrhe) bue 1t
re-captured be cannot he punished exeept by eondinement ~sutheendly
severe to prevent the chance of eseape, because the tact ot surronder
a8 prisoner of war i not understood to imply any promise to rewunin
in captivity.! Priconers of war are maintained at the expenss of
the Government in whowe power they ure, and rometimes u money
allowance is made to them, although it is hardls likely that on the
present occasion the Boers will carry generomity to this extent,
Prisoners may be put to work suitable to their condition, bat not to
such as has direct relation to the war,

W FINLAY,

A COOL GUNNER,

In a private letter from Ladyamith there is an ac:ount of a
Boer who wasausoking hos pipe whilst firing a blg guo. He was
seen throupgh o plass ta full down, presumably from 1he explosion
of ashell. After a mom:nt he ro-e up, found hiy pipe, and con-
tinued firirg, Yet a revond titme he was knovked down, and to the
~urpnse of the belholder. he ag no got up and went on firing and
~mking at the saine tune,  He was not wounded.

COIIALL D ST Y MY REATHER RAFR S

Tr a hamper of literature sont ont to the British soldiers in South
Afriea, there was discoversi a bundle or Mr, Bigad's pawpbilet,
‘Rhall T oslay my brother Boer’ Tommy Atking has many faults,
bmt he cannot be accured of heing a philosopher, and his present
buriness is to slay, otherwise hie lirother Boer is bikely to slay him,
consequently Mr, Steads appiul is not likely to atfect the accuracy
of his aim  Newspuper ¢“i~ors mav be very philosophic, or very
warlike, an the case may be, but then they have no Mauser bullets
nor murderows shells dropping close at hand to disturb their
cquanimizy.

LET THE DONKEY HAVE A CHANCE

The firet German officers who ¢ame todrill the Transvaal troope
had a bard time of it. They found no discipline anywhere, and the
men knew only the rudiments of drill. Major Albrechts, at present
the chief in command of the O.F.8, Artillery, fourd it an irksome
task to drill his contingent. One legend says he lost his tcmper,
anil was guilty of an amusing slip of the tongue. He had been
putting a squad of country recruits through the approved evolu-
tions, but several of the men conld not keep step. The Major
roared himself hoarse, and the ‘donuerwetters’ he ottered had
tecome traditional, At last. losine all patience, he said, aside, * Yoo
men are not worth drilling Ly an officer. You'd better yet a donkey
to drill you; Field-cornet Smit. will you take my place for the
present |’

A NEWSPAPER PROPRIETOR IN TROUBLE.,

A OQuesnstown despatch of December 7 states that on the
Sunday previous a patrol of four men and a corporal of
Brabant's Horse frow Penhoek came across a few Boers about 10
miles from Symom's store on the Dordrecht side  The Boers were
on o kopjeand seemed to be in Jarce numbers.  The patrol succeeded
in reaching the camp i safety, Mr. O'Brien. the proprietor of the
Dordrecht Guardian, bas been arrested and is now on his way to
Bloemfontein. Mr., O'Brien, of the Frontier Gfuardian, who has
just arrived here, reports that hie father has been arrested by 10
armed burghers, and taken to Aliwal North, via Jamestown. There
1s much anxiety, as his paper was always strongly anti-Bond, and
his ron is secretary of the local Ultlander League,

A STRANGE 8TORY,

The death of Captain Weldon, one of the ill-fated Royal Dublin
Fusiliers, was an overw helming shock to his mother. She had felt
anxious about her son for several dayw, and had refused in conse-
quence to go to & danee given by ber daughter. During the night
uf her son's death she henrd someone say :  Mother! Mother!’
She arg-e aml went into another son's room, but found him asleep.
The message came to her the next day that her soldier boy was
dead,

NOT A% BAD A4 THEY ARE TAINTED,

Lientenant C. 15, Kinahan, of the Royal Irish Fusiliers, gives an
interes ing acvonut of his ¢xperiences as a priconer of war, Re-
warding his trestment by the Loer< he ~ay~ - All you read about the
Bores in England is absolutely untrue  They are most kind to the
wounded and pri~oners, lookiny after them as well as their own
wounnded, and anything they've pot they will pive you if yon ask
them, even if they deprive themselves  We came up to Pretoria in
firnt, elavs wleeping carriages, and the way they treated us was most
consnlerate, feeding us and giving us coffee every time we stopped.
The dry we arrived we took up quarters on the racceourse, but we
have been movedl ints a fine brick building. with baths, electric
lipht ete, 't hey provide us with everytking, from clothes down to
tuothbroshes, They alsas feed us, and we are constantly getting
presents of vegetables and cigars fron private people.  In fact. we
have everything we Like exerpt our liheety; for some reason or
other they won't at present give us parole, and we are surrounded
Ly sentries.  There are clore upon fifty officers in this building, and
they have gobt any atuount of wounded ones in different placea.
They suy they won't enchange the offivers at any price.

A BTRIKING INCIDENT,

The steamer Orient reached Southampton on December 21,
with a number of men who had been wounded in the Boer War, A
TLonden Dwily hroeele who boarded the vessel had interviews
with a number of ~oldiers. He says:

Omne of the most striking fizures on the deck of the Orient was
Corporal Kelly, of the 3th (Irivh) Lancers. Wrapped in a huge
wreteoat, he hobblel slong with the aid of a etick, but if he
saffered pain be showed no sgn of it in his cheery smuile. Kelly is
the hero of oue of the most striking incidenis in the battle of
Elindslaagte.  1le told me his story more modestly than it may
appear in print in the first person

i optrock two Boers, he said, fright thronpgh with my lance.
They were wmownted on one horee, one having had his horse shot
upder bun,  After piuning then I could not disengage my lance,
and, finding my~ell surrounded by Boers, 1 bad to ure my rword to
cut wmy way through them. TFortunately, I pot away all right, but
1 was wounded in the spine in s lictle affair two days afterwards)

*You are diabled from active service now,” I ventured to
=y af,

* (3h, dear, no,” wias the instant reply, ‘1 expect to be all right
in o fortnight, and hope to get back to the front again.’
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