
People We Hear About. whichhe claims that railway collisions will in future be rendered
impossible. It consists of an automatic arrangement, moved by
electricity, which warns the driver of the approach of
any other train on the same line, and at the same
time places him in communication with the station mastf"*"
along the line, so thathe can receive alarm Bignals, announcement
of the interruption of traffic, etc Monsignor Fiorini has patentea
his invention, which will shortlybe adoptedon all Italian railways,
and the proceeds of which he intends toi3e\ote tocharitable purposes
The Holy Father has beenhighly pleased withthis invention,which
may be the moansof saving humuuy lives, and in token of his sat-
isfaction has addressed a brief to Monsignor Fiorini,bestowing his
apostolic blessing on the learned prelate.

Mr. Justice Day, of England,who is not in as goodhealthas
his friends would desire, will,it is believed,soon retire from the
Bench. His place will probably be taken by another Catholic
lawyer, Mr Joseph Walton, who is a Home Ruler to boot. Mr.
Walton has a splendid business,his income being second only,if it
is second, to Sir Edward Clarke's. Mr. Walton is married to an
Irish lady,a Miss D.ircy,sister of Lady Coll, and niece of Mr. Milo
Burke,of Dalkey. Sir Gavan Duffy,in his account of his fourth
trial for treason, gives a most interesting account of the late Mr.MartinBurke (Milo Burkes father) being called as a juror. 'He
was a Catholic,' says Sir Charles,'but his tastes, pursuits, and

interests might be regardedas binding him fast to the class who
detested the prisoner at the Bar.' Mr. Butt, who led for the
prisoner, Sir Colinan O'Loghlen, his junior, and all his friends
implored £ir Gay.in Duffy to challenge Mr. Burke. He refused,
andhe tells us why in Young Ireland. 'In the gallery, directly
opposite the juror's box, sat Mr Burkes wife and daughter,andI
was confident that the Irish hearts of these cwo women would
exercise a silent mesmerism over the juror stronger than any per-
sonal or party interest.' Mr.Burse held out all night against the
11 other jurors. Duffy was set free. Mr. Barke's daughter, men-
tioned above, was Mrs. Darcy,Mrs. Walton's mother.

The death of the Chevalier Antoine de Kontski,at theadvanced
age of 82, is announced from his native Cracow. Chevalier de
Kontski visited New Zealand on a concert tour about three years
ago. The Daily News saysof him that 'he was, five and twenty
years since, a well known figure in London musical life. Indeed,
some of his fashionable pianoforte pieces,and particularly the still-
recollected

"
Reveildv Lion

"
and the"Souvenir de Biarritz." were

at one time played in every drawing and schoolroom. De Kontski
wasmerely a superficial musician, but he was an excellent pianist
of thebrilliant school of which Thalberg was the principal expo-
nent He wasparticularly noted for the delicacy of his touchand
the refinement of his jLijimr. Born in 1817, he was a pupil at
Warsaw of Markendoit; and at Moscow, in 1830, of "Russian"
Field. He lived for so'iie jears, iv Paris, and afterwards at Berlin
(where he was Prussian Court pianint) and at St. Petersburg.
About 30 year?a<?o he settled in London, where he resided for many
years,until, at the a^e of nearly 70, ha '-migrated to Buffalo,United
States. From therehe went on several tours inthe Far East, being,
it is said, the first pianist to give recitals in China and Japan.
Even down toa couple of years ajjo, when he was 80 years of age,
he wasstill touring arid was certiinly the doyen of his profession.'
When Chevalier de Kontski visited New Zealandhe wasadvertised
as

'
the only living pupil of Beethoven.'

Miss Gavan Duffy,eldest daughter of Sir Charles GavanDuffy,
ie to attend tbe Paris Exhibition as special correspondent for the
Amtralasian, in ■\vbo=» ]>;i^p« Mi«« Oavan Duffy's uriiikp.higred
'An Exiled Victorian' andotherwise, haveappeared for yearn.

MajorMurray, of the NSW. Irit.ii Talk-,, l>um:.l for th" wnr i«
a sonot one-time Speaker Murray,and an all-round soitof piac-
titioner. He is an Oxford graduate, a prize s-hot, an expert
swordsman, a skilled boxer,a noted footballer, a Parliamentary
draughtsman, abarrister, a CrownProsecutor, and a married uian.
Also he is 6ft 4in long.

William Marconi, whose wireless telegraphic invention has
made him a peer of Edison and Tesla in the scientific world, is not
altogetheran Italian. His mother is Irish of the Irish. Marconi
has liveda good deal inIreland among his mother's relations, but
he was born and educated in Italy. He considers himself fully
half Irish, and many of his characteristics are more Irish than
Italian. Marconi's first practical experiments with wireless tele-
graphy weremade in Dublin Bay. The first wireless telegraphic
newspaper dispatch was printed in a Dublinpaper.

The late Judge O'Brien is still remembered in Cork by old
citizens as a reporter on the Cork JUxamimr. The Judge led as
monastic a life asit was possible for a man in the world to leid.
In town or country be went to Mass every morning. During tprm

he always dined at the King's Inns,and fewknew where he spent
his time between the risingof the Court and dinner in Henrietta
street. Itwas in prayer in theChurch of St. Dmiinie, a i-hurch he
greatly loved. Among the foibles of theJudge, (says the Freeman^
was his extraordinary inattention to sartorial appeatances. He
was the worst shavedand worst dressed manin Dublin. His shirts
were buttonless,his coats always shabby and sometimes actually
ragged. A great collector— his house in Merrion square was full of
beautiful and rare objects,but the few who entered it found all
covered witha thick coat of dust.

Mr John Augustus O'Shea, for whom an annuity is being
secured through the efforts of Mr A.P. Gravea and others, used to
be inconsiderable request as a lecturer on his military experiences.
Once, at Dumfries, he came upon the platform wearing in his but-
tonhole a daisy, which he quietly removed and held up. 'Ladies
and gentlemen,' he began, 'Ihold in my hand a

"
wee modest

flower" Iplucked this evening from the grave of RobertBurns.1

The audience was interested and became enthralled as the lecturer
wenton tospeakof thenational poet. Then, suddenly recollecting
thatBurns had nothing to do with his subject,he stoppedabruptly.
'Andnow,' said Mr O'Shea, 'Iwill proceed to relate my experiences
in the war.' Butby this time he had thoroughly engaged the sym-
pathies of his listeners, who would not hear of another Bubjeot.'Never mind the war,sir,' they vociferated, 'gie usRobbie Burns.

'
Andhe did. This extempore oration afterwards became one of the
mostpopular of Mr O'Shea's lectures.

Monßignor Angelo Fiorini of the Minor Capuchins, who was
recently appointedto the episcopal see of Pontremoli, has just in-
vented a simple but extremely ingenious apparatus by means of
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NEW ZEALAND INSUEANCE COMPANY
(FIRE AND MARINE).

CAPITAL £1,000,000
PAID UP AND RESERVES £420,000

WITH UNLIMITEDLIABILITY OF SHAREHOLDERS.

THE PREMIER COLONIAL COMPANY
Fire and Marine Risks accepted at Lowest Current Rates. Losses settled with promptitude and liberality.

OTxVGO BRANCH :Corner of Rattray and Crawford Streets, Dunedin.
_ WILLIAM I.BOLAM, Manager.

A Well-known Citizen's Opinion of KOOLIBAH!
Mr. S. G. SMITH, J.P., "Dalmore," PineHill,Dunedin.

The Manager, Loasby's Wahoo ManufacturingCo., Ltd.
Dear Sir,

A few weeks agoIsuffered veryseverely frompainsin my back. Itriedhotbaths, had hotoil well rubbed in,and triedall
knownremedies for several days. A friend who called in noticed thepainIwasenduring andsuggested my trying KOOLIBAH.
A bottle was procured and Iwas well rubbed with it that night. In the morning Ifelt very much better. KOOLIBAH was
appliedalintervals during thedar and evening, and next morning whenIawokeIfoundthat all thepain had vanished. Ihave
not the slightest hesitation insaying that KOOLIBAH cured me. You are at liberty to make what use youlike of thisentirely
unsolicited testimonial.

—
Yours very truly,

SPENCER GEO. SMITH, J.P.

Loasby's KOOLIBAH cures allpains, relievesNeuralgia andHeadaches after single application.

Wholesale Agents:KEMPTHORNE, PROSSER & CO.'S N.Z.DRUG CO., LD. PRICE— 2s. ObtainableEverywhere.

Sole Manufacturers and Proprietors:

LOASBY'S WAHOO MANUFACTURING CO., LTD., DUNEDIN.


