24

o

NEW ZEALAND TABLET,

[Tharsday, February 14, 1900,

of 'Enery’s attempts to make himself agreeable to her, enconragad
a8 he was to this by nods, winks, and winiles from his mother

The boom of the dinner gong was tiwicfore a welcome sounl to
them, and evidently ro to DBrs, Driirman. who own d tu feclir o
‘sinking ' at her chest.

‘For what atay is a couple of pwk plrs as we hronght from
home and ate in the train,' she sdd, *thongh wedd wash vidown
with a little half and hzif) 4
brought with "im /'

The Colondd did not come down ! they had enroned the
dining-room, so Mrs, Dalmayne avain performed the office of
cicercne.

They were poon seated at table, and the butler advanced to
uncover the soup tureen. As he dil so, he acendently tiuchod M-
Bridgman'a chair, In a moment that lady was on her foet and sie
made a deap curtsey to the stolid functionary.

‘1 'ope I gint taking your chair. sir,' she <aid politely.

The butler did not deign to reply, but the footman retired hastily.
ag if auddenly overcome.

With the soup Mrs. Bridgman became conversationul. and bogan
to assume an attitude of great cheerfulness,

‘Thank you, young man,' she said, when a servant proferred
sherry, ‘T'll just have a bitter, or a glass of porter, You see. =be
continned, addressing the hostess, ‘I've had a wery tiring journey,
and my ! it was 'ot. There was one young lwly in the kerndge.
You needn't blush, 'Encry, [ won't tell no taled.  She had hrought
aoms cold tea, which I don't know what [ should ‘ave done withous,
the pies 'avin' been that salt, Yours is a very poud brew, Colouel.
remarked Mre. Bridgman, after a few minntes' silence, as che tneshu d
her second glass of *bitter.” ‘lt's just what wy poor, Jear usband
would have liked, poor man ; he was o connyscor.” and she gavea
profound sigh,

The Colonel merely bowed in response to her remark, but Mrs,
Dalmhyne thought this a good opportuntly tolearn something of the
denr departed.

*Did youlivein London when Mr, Dridgman was alive " queried
she.

¢ Well, ma'am, not exué‘tly in London., We had a pretty raral
little willa "Ackney way. but dear Benjamin, my "usband had to go
to London every day, You see, ma'aw, wy Benjamin was in the
public line, and so had to go to bussne-s daily’

¢ At the bar, was he not ' enquired her hosters,

“ Well, he was, and he wasn't. if you can understand,” replivd
Mrs. Bridgman, ‘He was attached to the 'Orse and "Ounds, but was
not exactly the proprietor, However hecarned a tidy bit, hus services
being often required. ‘Enery would have fellowed the same pro-
fession, but wasn’t etrong enough,’

!By calling he was a chucker hout,” continued the widow after
a phort paunse, * that is ma’am,’ ghe ~avi as she saw o purzeled look
on Mrs. Dalmayne's face, * e had to clear the hou-e at ¢losing time
of any who war inchned to give trouhle

Dinner was at length over and the dessert praced the board, to
which Mrs. Bridpman and her son did full ju-tice.

The sight of a pinc apple erain loswened her toogne, it remiml-
ing her, ss she told Mrs, Dalmayne, of her sollier <ou.

‘e i now in Ninda, ma’om,” <11 ~he, “and T1l be bLound he
haa those thinga for the mere prokine ot an hup. He's a good son
he is. He's promised me 4 Llindian <hawl, such as her Majety
gives away, you know, ma am. @l he sys he H bring 'Fary ‘oine o
Nookal, but 1t wouldn't be much good to him as he docsn’t amoke.
But I'm proud of Sam, she contiuned. * he = eurtied his stiipes, and
he always was a steasdy lad)

"You've a third ron, have you not 77 enquired Mre-, Dagmayne.

*Yes, indeed and I have' voplied Mrs Bridgman with evident
pride, ‘and a tae chap he 15; he ditves n ingine belonging Lo the
Great Western Railway Company, which has o wite and twins

Mrs, Dalmayne’s signal to riee wns g great reli to €9 Mr,
Dalmayne, who was very glad when he fonnd himself alone, "Hory
having left the room with the ludies,

When they were all in the drawming-room and the coffce wa-
broughkt into the room Mrs Bridgrman declined to partake ot 1t

‘Hoping you'll excuse me, maam, 1t alwuys pives nie eon-
pested spasmes,’ she gaid, ‘bt 1t ¥ omight arst just a little sousethin’,
to which I've always been accustomed, when 1 go to bed, | rhall be
obliged.’

' Oh, certainly,’ replied Mra. Da'wayue, ‘and 1 hope you wili
not sit up longer than yoan hike, you wmu~t. I am surg, be teed alter
your journey.’

‘Thank you kindly, I think we will retire  And. as we are
both 'evy sleepers, perhaps one of vour oblirinz your o men. who
was 80 attentive to me at dinner wili rap u- up 1 the morong,’

After saying this Mrs. Bridgmau wave one of her courtly
curtseys and withdrew., Dut just as Mrs. Dalinayne was telling
her daughter to let the Colonel know that their visrtors had retirad
(as she knew he was absenting himuelf on thewr accowut) Mrs
Bridgman again appeared

*Only just to say, ma’am, that as you nre so very kind, will you
please, bif its the same to you.let the little somethin' be gin, und
“Hold Tom" if handy,” snd she apain dsappesred, this true for

ood.

g That evening Colonel and Mrs, Dalmayne had a long chat
Both decided that it would Le impossible to endure their company
even for another day, and as Mra, Lridgwman Jdud not evinee any
signe of a seusitive nature, they felt aure that an end to the viag
conld be easily arranged ; with a sub-tantial cheque to act a~ a
panacea to any wound to Jheir self-love. That Celia way i norant
of the kind of people she had persnaded them to invite was eettauin,
#0 she must have been deceived in rome way or othir. At any rate.
they could have no seruplss in sending themn away.

A letter was, therefore, writtn 1o be went to Mre, Biidguman
next morning with her early cup of tea, to which the Ooslanel
mischievously suggested a * little something * beiny added so as to

culhor vixitors,

~trongthen the lady's nerses before reading the missive,
was as follows

Colonel and Mrs. Dalmayne hope that 3rs, Bridgman asd her
wnn will not be 1nconvenivneed by a change of nrrangementa, but
they find that they require the rosms now oceupied by them for
However, vs they Ioar these altered plans may be
the oceston of Luue expense, they trust that Mre, Bridgman will
accep! the enclosod chugque, which they hope will slao enable them
Lo o to st other waterine place, and they would suegest a more
bracinge one, as probably lihely t0 prove more beneficial to Mr,
Henty Brulgman, The earriive wiil bein readiness to take them
10 the stution at any time after breukfast for whizh Mes. Bridgman
iy ordor it

The *more bracing watering place’ was snggested by Colonel
[Ntmayne to ges them out of the neighbourhood, fearing that if
they remained within ersy 1cach of Dulwayne Lodge they might
rerain therr host and hastess on their visiting List.

Neat mmning upon cominyg down 1o hreakfast Mxs Bridgman
was profuse in her thanks with regard to the chenue.

‘[ thank you very much, ma'am,;’ she said, *and your good
guentleman, ton, to whom please give my respects a3 I don’t see him
here, and [ quite think with you, ma'sin, as to the hair, Devon-
shire i< henervating, and T should certnnly prefer Margate, and, if
vou'll forgive me saymg it, younger and more cheerfal society-—not
but what yrur young Miss 13 young aud werry enough, I
wust -ay, and my "Enery will feel leaving her, I know ; he's very
~u~ceptible and seldom avt ‘ole, However, she continuned after a
pruse, ' your reasens 4 enough—your visitors—and of course we
wu-t make way for older triends’

Both Mrs Bridgmau and her #on did ample justice to the break-
fast, and the former expressed her desire for the earriage at twelve
o'clock, At that hour they were equipped for departure, and Mrs
[Dalmayne accompanicd her visitora to the hall door, and it may be
imagined with what pleasure she did so.

Celia’s part in the transaction had to be accounted for, and after
some inguiry all was made clear, much, as it may be imagined, to
that charitable lady's annoyance,

Mrs iridgman, who was naturally of a soaring nature, had
mentioned to the secretary of the *Society for the Provision of Gar-
nments for the Indigent’ that her great maternal ambition was to
see 'Lnery moving in the sociery which by his natural accomplish-
ment« and charms he was eminently fitted to grace, She had added
that any institution which could pro.ure for her the attainment of
her long-cherished object would be presented with a special large
consigmement of cast-off clothes

The seeretary had bronded over this remark, and it had cecurred
to her that dear, grood-natured Miss Celia Wharton would be a fit-
ting agent to help the society to win the prize, being well connected
amd =0 kind-bearted. She had therefore broached the subject to
that lady, dwelling chiefly on Enery's delicacy, with his need for
change of air, and the charity of the psor widow in presenting her
mite of disased cltbing (not refermig to the bribe). She had found
Celin immediately and 1crespon-ibly =pmpathetic, hence the disas-
trous visit to Dalmayne Loy, —fwtholer Firesede,
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ENGLAND.—Death of a Prominent London Catholie.—
1t is with deep revret ( ay- the lLondon Zal/:#) that we have to
record the death of Mr. B, T € Costetlog, L C.C, M LS.B,, which
accurred on December 220 He was a man whose variety of interests
led Litra imto many activities, the chief of whioh perhaps was his
~tesnoous and devoted work for the Church of his affeetion, His
varnesthess and elouence in placing old truths in o new light and
1o uriny his conclusions on soctal sobjects will be sorely missed,
“In the prime of lite (sayy the Daddy Chroweel), when he was
beginning to make his wmark, Mr, Costelloe died.  He will be sorely
missed by London Liberal-, £or be was the warm friend of all pro-
rronsive canses,  Membery of the Catholic Church and those who
belong to the mose advanced <chooly of philosophy will join in
rerretting his loss, a< he united a loyal devotion to that Church to
wide and peculisrly keen »ympathies with all movements of modern
thoughi. A convinced and stalwart Progressive, be fought with
exrraordinary vigour many a plucky fight for the cause of good
governinent, and althosyh for some years he has felt the strain of
Li1s anduony lubours, his energy was unremitting, His last great
effort was his valuable rpeech 2t the London school Board only a
week or two apo on the under-fud rcholars question,  Benjamin
Franeis Conn Costelloe, son of Martin R. Costelive, a Board of Trade
~utveyor at Glasgow, was born on April 15, 1855, He married
Mary Whimll, dauehrer of Mr, Robert Pearsall Smith, of Phila-
Jdelphia, U8 A 1 1883, and he leaves two daughters, In his day
he was one of the must distingai-hed students of the University of
Glagguw. He took hivdegree in 1875 with high honours in philo-
~ophy and with b soursaleoin elasies  After his course ot that
Unieersity he went to Bchol Gollepe, Oxford, and there he also
wok a prominent positien. e wes a favourite pupil of Jowett,
who once described Lim as ‘the most distinguished studentof his
yeur at Balliol,

Death of Lady Moalyn —The death is reported of the Hon.
Lady Mo-tyn, whirh tooh place at her residence, Hannton Hall,
Twanworth, on the evining of Christmas Day. Fhe was the widow
of Sir Pyers Mosiyn, enzhth baronct of Talacre, Flintshire, and
danghter of lord Luovat, fonrteenth Baron of Beanfort Castle,
Inverness-shire. She liaves hehind her nine children to mourn
therr loss. 1he eldc-t sun 14 the preeent baropet ; another is the

i Bighop of Menevia,



