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close of the nincteenth century, just as in the times far past
when cvery man that comprised the hard-bitting hordes of
Arrina and (Guxseric bore and wsed @ weapon of some
kind. The days of the ill-armed and unorganised rahbles
were sticeecded by the feadal army—iron-clad knights and
men-at-arms who formed the nuclens of the fishling foree
and were followed by a nondeserips collection of serfs and
slaves who were not armour-pluted, who fought anyhow, and
who went down bLefore the onset of the mailed warriors itke
wooden hiuths beluwe e broadsides of molern mon-of-
war.  The period of ill-organised tanvles of  ill-armed
mobs disappeared with that of the standing armies

of comparatively few but highly trained professional
goldiers. In England standing armies dabe from CiLARLEs

II.'s body of ‘yentlemen of quality and veteran soldicrs,
excellently clud, mounted, and ordercd * 5 and they gradually
ushered in the days of tactics and scientilic soldicring. The
days of the professional and Life-leng seldier passed in France
in the wars of the great Revolation. Conscription or compul-
gory service then became und has remained practically ever
gince the law of the fand. It is, in effect, a return to the
old period of savage warfare when every adult male had to
arm and fight for the defence of his village, his hunting-
grounds, or his tribe; but with this important differcnce,
that the modern national, or, so to speak, tribal army, does
not depend for its terrors on mere brute force of numbery
and courage, but on acquired skill in the use of the Tatest
geientific inventions for converting human fighting animals
into so much dead meat. A military authority rightly says
that ‘no nation ever did or ever will accept conscription
except by compn!sion.” All the great Enropean States have
long since of nccessity adopted conseription as a means of
keeping up their military strength, s matters stand, their
very existence depends upon it, and the grambling and hard-
used taxpayer and the young recruit have come to resign
themselves, thongh with a mighty bad grace, to the fearful
burden of heavy taxation und long personal service on the
plea that couscription is, after all, but a form of insnrance
of national property and independence against the inrouds
of walehfui and jealous neighbours,

(L 18 not »0 generally kuown that a form of conseription
has been provided for by un Aot of Parlinment which lLas
been upon the British statute-hook, unzepealed, for the fust
forty years. We refer to the Ballob ek of 18400 1t pro-
vides that all males over 5fL 2in in hewght and between the
ages of eighteen and thirty years shall serve in the militia
A mercifal Act of Parliament, passed with monotonons
regularity cvery year, suspends the operation of the Ballot
Ach of 1860.  Iewer still are aware that the press-cang i-
still a legal, though obsolete, yesort for the manning of the
*Queen’s navee, and that o this hoor suilors, river-
watermen, and even rank Jand-lubbers may be lesally
dragged oub of their homes to help Britunnia to e the
waves. An Act of Parliament passed in 1835, and regarded
st the time as 2 great boom, limits the term of service of
impressed men to five years *save in urgent national ncees-

sity.” This method of recrniting has happily sone out of
vopue. Voluntary enlistment has long been the rule

‘When volanteers fail,” says an authority before us, 'a
system of bountics has been vesorted to. Bnt the lews
sanctioning impressment slumber, without being repealed.
For some years past therc have Dbeen uueasy indieations
which go te show that the thue is approaching when con-
geription, more or less on the Continental plan, wiil become
a live and lively political question in Grent Britain. Thus
far the average Britisher has preferred te do his fighting as
Marx Twarx did his mountain-elimbing—by proxy. Ie
pays & youth named TodMy ATKIKS to go forth and con-
vince the enemy with hypodermic arguments of lead, but
himself stays at home and sees that the hum of business
never slacks in office or factory. And when the Ballot Act
of 1860 comes up annually to disturb his tranquility he
promptly administers to it 4 dose of parliamentary morphia
that keeps it reasonably quiet for twelve montlis more.
But the spectre of u coming conscription has been haunting
him none the less. TLord Ropenrty and the advanced party
in the War Office are known to be in its favour. Some
time ago the Secretary of War presented a Bill in the Honse
of Lords which went far beyond the Ballot Act of 1860,
As in the Continental compulsory service, Lord Lawps-
powrE's Bill allowed no substitutes, and provided that any
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person who, after being chosen by ballot, refused to don the
unifora, nught be arrested and compelled to serve for a period
of five years,  This Bill was regarded at the time as a step
towards conscription. The events now passing in South
Africa micht easily precipitate compulsory military service
in the British Isles. There is undoubtedly an abundance
of good fichting material wishin the boundaries of the Empire,
But & soldier is uot trained in a day. And hulf-trained &
recriits, whatever their personal bravery, are but frail reede
for a world-wide Empire to lsan her bulky form upon in the
day when the nations go up to war., KRecenb events have
proved that the scanding army of Grewd Bribaln must be
doubled if un emergency is to be adequately mes. In times
of prosperity recruiting will fail and has failed, becanse
employment for the class who enlist will then be plentifal
and the Queen’s shilling and the scarlet tunic will in con-
sequence lose mueh of their glamour and customary charm.
But we opine that a decade of conscription would have a
marked effect on the colonial policy of Great Britain. The
‘ Little Englander’ (as he is contemptuonsly called) would
then probably have his innings ; and the policy of indefinite
expansion—which, if perseverad in, must inevitably lead to
conseription—would probably find itself docked all round
under the intolerable stress of personal and financial mili-
tary burdens such a8 arc breaking the hearts of the nations
that are committed to it, not as a matter of choice, but, in
the present circutnstauces of Europe, as a necessary preser-
vative of their mere existence.
» » »

it reads like the iostunce of poetic justice that the
countries which originated and perfected tius return to the
old tribal privciple of army-raising should themselves feel
most deeply its weur and grind and cumbrous weight.
Moedern conscription is one of the anpleasant legacies of the
French Revolution. Thelevy e masse ovdered by the Direc-
tory drew to the revoluiouary standard in three years
1,200,000 men, repelled the allied invaders from France,
and formed the fierce urmies which Hocrp and Morpav,
and afterwards Narotiox Broxararte, ‘the little Corsican,’
led to the victories that culmmated in 1797, Conscription
was established by Low m France in 1728, Other conti-
neatal countries were cradaally compelled, in self-defence,
to adopt it.  The system was perfected by Prussia. It took
the shupe of the “short services wich rusetve ' system, which
has been deseribed as “the greatest revolution ever effected
in this branch of mihtary art.” There was a spice of
patriotic romance about the inansuration of the new system
wlich turns practically every aduls male citizen into a
trained soldicr. It came into existence after the Peace of
Tilsit, which was concluded between the Fist NAPOLEON
and Prissia in 1807, Prussia wag defealed, erippled with
o war indemnity, partislly dismembered. and her standing
army reduced by evpress stipnlution to 42,000 men. The
last-mentioned condition wus evaded in a corious way, The
vriined soldicrs were sent to their homes, to be called to the
colours agaln when needed. Their places were immediately
filled by reeruits,  Tliese were in turn trained to the use of
arms, sent home, and again replaced by young recruits.
Aud so on, ow eopa.  The *short service nnd reserve’
system was thus for the first time estublished. The opera-
tion was carried out with what was, in the circumstances,
ai altogether phenomenal degree of sccrecy.  Pruossia closed
its mouth and held its tongue, and slowly and grimly pre-
pared for the stern reencfe which came at Waterloo,

» * -

Ever since then Prossia has been perfecting her fighting
machine, tili her army has come to be regarded as the model
of all scientific man-slaying organisations. Full 1200 years
ago the Roman lhistoring, lacites, in his Germani,
described the Germans of his day as the greatest fighting
race on earth. A nineteenth century strategist said of the
modern Gernman army that it is ¢ the sternest man-slaying
system since the days of Sparta.” The Prugsian system of
“short service and reserve’ wus at first slowly and partially
taken up by other couatries, chiefly becanse of the old and
deep-set feeling in favour of armies of Xrofessional soldiers.
But the hard-hitting campaign that ended so swiftly at Sadowa
was a knock-down argument which not merely convineed,
but stunned, the crities and the waverers, The lesson of
1866 was clinched by the Franco-German campaign of
1870-71. And now every Continental great Power has its
army reorganised on the Prussian model. Considerably

HMovsE, LAND, ESTATE, FINANCIAL AND COMMISSION AGENTS, AND

ACCOUNTANTS “ DOWLING STREET, DUNEDIN
Sub-Agenta Bouth British Ineuranoe Co.



