
ST. FINTAN, ABBOT,

The distinguished AbbotFintan,Burnamed Munnu, waß one of
the family of Niall,and son of Failchan andFeidelmia, natives of
the north of Ireland. The date of his birth is not given, but it
appears thatat an early age he wasplaced at the school of Bangor,
under St.ComgaU, and that afterwards he studied at the school
of Kilmore-Deathrib whichColumbkill is supposedtohavegoverned
for some time before his departurefrom Ireland. His chief in-
structor appears to havebeen Smell,sonof Moynacur, with whom
heremained eighteen years, perfectinghimself in learningand reli-
gious observances. He also spent some time at a place now called
Kilfinnan,in thecountyLimerick ;thence he went toa placecalled
Coonah, in the same county. Between these places Fintan passed
his early years

—
a model of good conductand piety.

The reputation and sanctity of the monks of lona, under
Columbkill, hadmade such animpression on him, that he resolved
to join their community,inorder to leada life of greater sanctity in
the quiet retirementof their monastery.

Inorder tocarryout his good intentions he set out for lona.
St. Columbkill had died a few days before his arrival, and was
succeeded by Baithen. To him, therefore, Fintan applied to be
received into his community. Baithen questionedhim as to his
family,studies, conduct, and the like. Fintan modestly answered
him, and humbly requested to be admitted as a monk. Baithen
having heard his story, replied;'I thank God that you are
come to this place ; but this you must know, that you
cannot be a monk of ours.' Fintan, much afflicted at
this refusal, asked, 'Is it that Iam unworthy of being one V'No,' answered Baithen, ' but, although Ishould be veryglad to
keep you with me, Imust obey the orders of my predecessor
Columba, who,before hedied, said to me, in the spirit of prophecy :'Baithen, remember these words of mine, immediately after my
departurefrom this life,a brother,who is now regulatinghisyouth
by good conduct andwho is well versed in sacred studies, named
Fintan, of the raceof Mocu-Moi, and sonof Failchan,will come to
you from Ireland, and will supplicate to be reckoned among the
monks. But it is predeterminedby God thatheis tobe anabbot,
presiding overmonks,and a guide of souls. Do not, therefore, let
him stayin theseislandsofours,butdirect him toreturn in peace to
Ireland, that he may there establish a monastery, in a part of
Leinster not far from the sea, andlabour for the good of souls.'
The pious young man shed tears whenhe heard this, and returned
thanks to God, and said that he would fellow these directions.
Colgan states that beforehe went to Leinster, in accordance with
the injunction of Columbkill, he spent five years at a monastery he
established at a place called Teachelle, in the district of Heli (Ely
O'Carrol), inMunster,and that he subsequently founded a monas-
tery at a place named after him, Teach-Munnu (the house of
Munnu), now Thagmon, in the County of Wexford. He wrote a
work in favour of the Irish custom of observing the Easter
festival, which lead to a warm controversy between himself and
St. Laserian, Bishopof Leighhn, which is thus related in his life :'

On a certain time there was a great council of peopleof Ireland
held in the White-field (Synod of Leighlin), between whom there
arose a controversy concerning the order of celebrating Easter;
for Laserian, Abbot of Leighlin, who presided over 1,500 monks,
defendedthe new order, which was then lately sent from Rome,
while others adhered to the old form. But St. Munnu (Fintan)
didnot immediately appear at this council, thougheveryone waited
for him. He stood by theolder order. He came to thecouncil the
same day before evening. Then St. Munnu said to the Abbot
Laserian, in the presence of all the people:"

It is now time to"break up this Council that every man may depart to his own
place. In our contention concerning the time for celebrating
Easter, let us disputebriefly,but letus give judgment in the name
of theLord. You have three options given you,0 Laserian;let
twobooks, one of the older order and one of thenew, be cast into
a fire,and let us sea which of them shall escape from theflames ;
orlet two monks, one of yours,another of mine, be shut up in a
house,and let the house be set on fire and weshall see which of
them shall escape unhurt;or let us bothgo to the sepulchreof a
deadmonk and raise him to life, and he will show us whichorder
we ought to observe in the celebration ef Easter." To which
Laserian answered:"We will not proceed to judgment with you,
because we know that if you commanded the Mountain of Marge
to be changed into the White-field, and the White-field to be
removed to the place where themountain stands, that,on account
of your infinite labours and greatsanctity, God wouldimmediately
do this for your sake."

'
From this it wouldappear thatSt. Fintan was revered by his

brethern for his great sanctity and miraculous power. It seems
that he also soon after saw his error in the observance of the
Easter festival according to the mannerof the IrishChurch, and
adopted thatof Rome.

St. Fintan was far advanced in years when he died, athis own
monastery, on the 21st of October, 635, leaving after him a
distinguished reputation for sanctity and perfection in piety and
godliness.
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St.Fintan, Abbot.
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