
The Rev. Father Servajean took up his new duties as parish
priest in Blenheim during the week. Rev. Father Fay,his curate,
j'Jso left for Blenheim on Wednesday.

The Rev.Father Patterson,until recently parish priest atPal-
merston North,has been appointed to the vacancycaused by the
eath of Monsignor McDonald at Panmure, Auckland.

St. Patrick's College re-openedonThursday. Rev.
— McGrath,

from the Meanee Seminary, replacesRev. Father Moloney on the
staff.

The Rev. FacherBowden's friends will be glad to know thathe
is rapidly recovering from the effects of an operation to whichit
was foundnecessary tosubject him a few weeks ago.

The VeryRev. Dr. Kennedy passed through Wellington on his
way to Meanee this week. His holiday,if such it might be called,
waspretty well takenup in preaching retreats invariousparts of
the Colony.

The children of St. Joseph's Orphanage weretreated toa picnic
by Mr and Mrs Martin Kennedy last Saturday. Before leaving
Gladstone Terrace the children gavehearty cheers for their hostand
hostess, whosparednopains to make theday enjoyable.

Another old and well-known resident, Mr A.S. Allan,passed
awayat his residence, Featherston Terrace, on last Saturday. Mr
Allan, who was for some years Deputy-Registrar of the Supreme
Court here and later on theRegistrar,retired from the public ser-
vice on pension some twelve years ago. The Rev.Father Holley
conducted the funeral service at Karorion Monday.— R.I.P.

The Romance ofan Unfrocked Priest,of which theRev.Father
Cleary (editor of the Tablet) is the author, is attracting wide
attentionhere from peopleof all classes andcreeds. Iappendthe
reference made to it in theNew Zealand Times of the 31st ult- :—:

—
Jouj/h Slatt,ry : The Romance ofan Cnfrocked Priest, is the title
of a spirited pamphlet just issued in Dunedin— the author being
the Rev. H. W. Cleary, editor of the New Ztaland Tablet. The
word 'romance' is strangely misapplied, it will seem to most
readers, in the case of an unfortunate victim of intemperance who
now makes a living as an itinerant lecturer, and has been im-
prisoned in America for selling indecent literature. Slattery,in
company with an alleged 'ex-nun,'is said tobe ona visit to New
Zi aland, delivering lectures antagonistic to the Roman Catholic
religion and it>, institutions — lecture-* in which,as Mr.Labouchere
of Truth has said, 'pruriency ,-nd indecency are appealed to under
the yuise of religion.' Itmust have been a wholly distasteful task
for Father Cleary to expose the pretensions of such people; but
having deemed it nee e-sary to do so, he has performed the task in
themost thoroughmanner. Bothin this pamphletand inanother,
published In London, and entitled The Slatterys, by Mr. James
Britten, K.S.O, ample and satisfactory documentary evidence is
reproducedof the falseness of the statements of Joseph Slattery
and the so-called ex-nun who travels with him. Protestants as
well as Catholics in the community should be grateful that the
truth regarding these peoplehas beenpublished.

WANGANUI.

(Fromour own correspondent).
February 1,

Mr. Herbert Stedman, one of the five men selected from Mr.
station, Ruanui, for the Wanganui contingent for

South African service, is an ex-pupilof old St. Mary's school.
The many friends of Mr. Michael Gordon, Taystreet,Wanganui,

will be grieved tohear of his death, which occurred at his residence
on Monday last. The deceased, who was (»4 years of age, was a
native of County Cork, Ireland. Some years ago he was in the
railway service, but, owing to failing health, wasobliged toretire.
There is a large family to mourn their loss, and to these and his
sorrowing widow heartfelt sympathy is extended.— R.I.P.

Of late the members of the choir have b^en exceptionally
diligent in their practices, and the result is a great improvement
in themusic aud singing. This was evidentlast Sunday, when the
choir, accompaniedby a small orchestra, rendered Mozart's Seventh
Mass in a highly-finished manner. At Vespers,too, special music
was sung;Zingarelli's

'Laudate,' given at Christmas, was repeated,
and also Denby's

'Magnificat.' In the former, Mr. Gellately again
took the solo parts, his sweet tenor voice being heard to distinct
advantage. Rev. Fx'her Ginisty, of Sydney, celebrated the Mass
and preached in the e/tning. Before commencinghis sermon the
Riv. Father paid a ln^li compliment to the choir in the following1

words:
'

While celebrating Mass this morning, Ifaucied myself
back in my own church, St.Patrick's,Sydney, and the illusion was
heightened when the strains of the beautiful Mozartmusic came
from the choir gallery. Itwasanexact reproductionof whatIso
often hear at home, when the organ is presided overby the city
organist. Inever expected anything like it in a comparatively
small town like Wanganui Igive you tho palm for Vespers;I
havenever heard them sung with such devotional spirit in my own
parish church.' The rev. preacher,after referring to theuntiring
efforts of the Very Rev. Dean Kirk to make the teaching staff of
our schools as efficient as possible,gavean interesting review of the
education question, concluding with an earnest exhortation to
Catholic parents not to send their children, on any account, tothe
State schools. This homily was most appropriate, as the parish
schools re-openedonJanuary :50, after a vacation of &ix weeks.

ARCHDIOCESE OF WELLINGTON.

(From our own correspondent.)
February 'J.

The Homo for Incurables, established by Mother Mary Joseph
Aubert, Superior of the Sisters of Oar Laiiy of Compassion, was
blessed and opened by his Grace the Archbishop on Sunday. Tho
home is situated next to St. Joseph's Church on the eastern side,
and is intended for destitute people s-uftxring lrom incurable
diseases. SolemnHigh Ma&s was celebrated in tit. Joseph's Church,
Rev.Father George Mahoney (Xeleon)being the celebrant, and Rev.
Fathers Clancy and O'Reilly deacon and sub-deacon respectively.
Rev. Fathers Soulas (Wanganui) and Hickson (Napier) werepresent
in the sanctuary. Weber's Mass in G was sung, the choir being
ably assisted by Misses Rose Blaney (Dunedm) and Hickling. the
former also singing the offertory piece, Mercadante's 'Salve Maria.'
At the conclusion of the Mass his Grace preached a particularly
stirring sermon oncharity, showing the motive which actuates the
Catholic Church in her practice of it, and explaining Christian
charity as distinguished from mere philanthropy. Christ,he said,
hadshown how great was His charity and love of thepoor atall
times by going about among the most lowly, soothing them in
sorrow andhealing them in sickness. Even ( hrist Himself, Who
had He chosen would Lave been born in iiches and luxury, was
pleased to come into the world amidst tlie lowliest surroundings,
and all to teach fortitude to the suffering ami charity to those
blessed with riches. His Grace, in condition, made special
mention of the very excellent work which Mother Mary Joseph
Aubert had already done. She was, he said, esteemed not only in
New Zealand but throughout the Australian colonies. For half a
century she had persistently exemplified her Chri-tran charity and
her devotedness to thepoor of all denominations. She was born in
Lyons, and from her parents, who were in comfortable circum-
stances, had receiveda very high education, butatGol's call had
lefther home aud friends to carryon with Bishop Pompalher the
mission to the Maoris. Since her arrival in New Zealand she had
devoted heracquirements and accomplishments to the benefit of her
fellow-beings, and was now about to extend her beneficence in
another direction by providing this Home for Incurables. The
noble work done by her and thenuns could not be over estimated.
There was no charitable work lrom which they shrunk, the more
humiliating the more they gloried in it ; for they saw in the poor
the person of Jesus Christ. Should wenot, therefore, feelproudof
these noble and devoted beings, and by every means in our power
aid andassist them. Alma giving paved the way to salvation,and
he hoped that the congregation would,at the opening of thehome,
subscribe generously and willingly, resting assured that what was
given to thepoor wasbutlent to the Lord. A procession,inwhich
the congregation took part, was formed at the conclusion of the
sermon,and thehome blessed and declared open by his Grace. The
collection takenduring the inspection of the buildingamounted to
about £80, for which the goodSisters areextremelygrateful.
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she lives at no address. Well, this bashful 'witness
'

wrote over
the signature 'Ellen Brady' to the Shifluid anil Rotherham
Independent of December 2, 1897.* Her letter briefly tells us that
she was an orphan in the Convent of Poor Claris. C-ivan, Ihul
Mrs. Slattery was there at the time, was called Sifter Mary
Elizabeth, and was 'mother of the orphans.' This is clumsy
lying. Nobody acquainted with the working of orphan asylums
conducted by religious needs to be told that no vovice in
any Order (whether of POOI Ciuiea 01 of Si--Lcii of Meioy or of.
Sisters of Nazareth, or of any other whatsoever) i« entrusted with
the responsibleposition ot 'mother of the uiphttn-.' And Slatttfry'w
wife claims to haveleft the Cavan Convent as a novice and never to
havemade her professionas a nun. Now, if

'
Ellen Brady 'istobe

taken as a reliable witness, Mrs. Slattery has lied. If Mrs.
Slattery's story of her novitiate be accepted as true, then 'Ellen
Brady

'
has told a falsehood. There is a third suppositionopen to

us :that both
'
Ellen

'Brady and Mrs. Slattery have lied;and a
fourth:that they are one and the same person. At any rate,
1EllenBrady

'
layperdue. Nothingcould induce her to revealher

whereabouts or her identity. Those who have assumed the identity
of

'
John Stinson Wright

'
with Joseph Slattery will probably

hold that 'Ellen Brady
'
is but one of thealiases of Mrs. Slattery.

Such is Mrs.Slattery's sole
'defence.' The Duke of Norfolk,

her Majesty'B Postmaster-General,has truly said that 'no decent man
wouldlisten to,nogenerous manbelieve,' this woman's vileaccusa-
tions.! 'Decent women,'said Mr.Labouchere, M.P., in Truth, 'really
ought to know better than to attend lectures to

"
ladies only" by"escapednuns," whose appeals to the bigotry of their hearers are as

notorious for their nastiness as for their mendacity.' Mrs.Slattery
would do a more Christ-like work if, instead of calumniating, she
tried toimitate,those devoted Catholic sisterhoods who freely devote
themselves to the service of the orphan,theaged poor, theleper, the
incurable;who nobly gave their lives for the bick and wounded
in the Crimea, the American Civil War, the Franco-German War,
andthe Spanish American War ;and who. aa the Times correspon-
dent tells us,aresetting 'a splendidexampleof bravery 'even to the
fighting menin Kimberley and Mafeking. They do their good work
for Christ's dear sake,without fee or reward. And this rovingimpos-
tor calumniates them at ' front seats one shilling, back seats
sixpence.'

tLetter addiessed tr> Canon Goidun Dllcihlici 11 is97, pubhslud111 the Man-
chester papers, London Tablet, etc

"This letter ,ind— strangei still -the m\i«ililc ami unrh^coverAblc 'John
Rtinson Wright's' are,despite their 111,1111 est main tl'lea, publishedm SlatteryV
CompleteRejutationot Fopith ties,pp.11, 12

Diocesan News.

The Catbolic schools of the city were re-opened on Monday,
when the attendance of pupils was verysatisfactory.

St. Mary's Conventex-Pupils' Association'spicnic is being held
at TitaM Bay to-day.

Miss GirvanRuncie, apupil of St. Mary's Convent, was success-
ful at this year's Matriculation examination.

On account of Brother George's? removal to Timaru, Brother
Borgia has been transferred from Auckland to Wellington.

hi tho liot of the ouocofsful candidates for the Medical Preli-
minary examination,Inotice the name ot Mr P.J. Garvey. He has
buca i-ludying atSi raiiiok'c,College.
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