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NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

[Thursday, Fcbruary 8, 1900.

Prion to his departare trom Kaikoura the Rev. Father Walsh
was presented witlt an address and a purse of sovereigns, The
presentation tool place in the Bacrel MHeart Schoolroem, when
there wus a lavre ontendance, Mr. W. Smith preaiding. The
address was signel on behalf of the Catholics of the di-trict by
Messra. W. 8mnith, P. Keennn, and B, Mackle, Refercnce wa~ made
in the address to the many sterling qnalities of the recipient, and
his zea! and encrgy a4 a priest  The Rev. Father Walsh in replying
waid that the term< of the address were undeserved by him  How-
ever, he felt deeply and wincerely thank!nl to them for their kind-
neaq in the past and their senerous gift on the pre-ent oceasion,
He cancluded by introdocing his sueceasor, the Rev Dither Uolten,
whom, hesaid hahad known fora number of vears, and the longer he
knew him the bigher he appreciated hin.

OvVER a year ago the Royal Oak ITotel, Wellington. was burned
io the ground, and now nut of the dust and ashes there ha- rigen
a magnificent building, which 1t i+ elaimed is the premier hotel
puilding in the Colony Containing three floors, and presenting to
three streets a aolid front of masonry 500 fect long und 50 feet
high, the new bmlding (saye the New Zealand Teniovyis at once a
monument of the enterpri-e of its proprietor, Mr, Samuel Gilmer,
and a lasting testimony to the ekiil of its architect. Mr. J, O Dexy,
of this city. [mmense though the proportions of the building are,
there is nowhere an aggressive corner inside which seems to want
filling up Everywhere the best use has been made of all available
space, and » feature which commends itself to all visitors i- the
admirable system of lizhting and ventilation which has been pro-
vided for. In the dayume the daylizht streams into every rocmn
and passage . in the nicht-time the whole builling is ablaze with
elestricity, 'Thus, natwrally. the admirable system of decoration,
which is a leading characteristic of the Royal Quk, is thrown into
perapective in the most effective and striking way, and the obser-
vant visitor gains at first glance some insight into the labour and
akill which bave been exacted from an army of expert workmen to
achieve the architectural perfection which iy everywhere apparent,
The whole work has been carried out at a cost of about £2% 00y,
and Mr. O'Dea, who has already made a name for him<elf a3 a
painstaking and successful architect, i» to be highly complimented
on this latest evidence of hir taste and architectural skill.

INTERCOLONTIAL

&
-

A somewhat unique method of spreading the Catholic Truth
Society’s publications 19 now in full swing at the city and subarban
charclies (says the Melbourne correspondent of the Sydney Free-
man's Jowurnal), The idea originated with one of the Vincentian
Fathers, Malvern, .\ book-case is placed im the porch, and at a
glance one can choose the special publication derired. Provision is
made for depositing the nominal cost of each pamphlet—1d. The
gystem worlks admirably. thanks to the care bestowed on 1t by the
members of the 8t, Vin-ent de I'aul Society, Severil thonsands of
these publieations have. by this means been epread broadeust. and,
needless to remark, have effeciel an inealeulable serviee to rehigion
by enlightening the ignorant and scattering the prejudices againsg
the Church and her dectrines.

The members of the New South W iles ceenml eontingent helia
church parade in Sydney on the Sandiy afternoon privr to thewr
departure The Catholic membera went to St Mary » Cathedral.
where an immense crowd awaited them,  The officers present were
Major Boam. Major Lemhban, Major Murray, Captain Irechill, and
Lieutenunt Tower. M. Puard d'Aunet (Consul-Genersl for Franee),
with the captain of the French warshp Fuare, ocenmed one o1 the
pews, The Han. L W. O Sullivan, Mintster for Wark-, wa~ alwo
present, The liev, Tather Patrick, who aecompanicd the eontingent
as chaplain. occupied a ~cat 1n the body of the Cathwird with the
men, When the saldier- were eatd, the Car linal-Arbhbi-hop,
accompanicd by o number of the (] rgy entered the Uathedral.
After some special vocal and mstrumental muste had beén given by
the choir, his Emincence Cartinal Moran addres-ed the men. At the
conclusion of the Cardinal’s address there wa~ Fxpo-ition of the
Blessed Sacrament, after which the Hallelujah (‘horus from the
¢ Messinh "' was given by the choir.

The Guild Hall, Xydney, never helid a more enthusjastic gather-
ing than on Monday evening, January 15, when the ollicers and men of
the Irish Rifles awembled in full foree to dn horour to Major
Murray (their commanding oflicer), Licutenants Wools and Garvan.
and other members of the corpa, on the eve of thelr departure for
South Afriea. The Pady Tilvgraph in its report of the proceed-
ings describes the event as ‘the biggest regimental rend-off there
has yet been in the city.”  Captain Freehill (next in commaend to
Major Murray) presided, and amengst the iavited gueets present
were the Hon., John SBee, the Hon. [, W. O'Sallivan, Mr, Ldmund
Barton, M.P., Mr. J J. Coken. M P. Dr. W. E, Warren. Major
Robertson (Scottish Rifles), the Rev. P'ather Tayden (Manly). and
Megars, W. [ Merowether (Orown Prose-ator), P. 1. O Dunncell
( Mingay "), B. M-Brile J. F, Hennessy, Frank Colfee, Lo Hopking,
S, Blakeney, and others. Bpecches were delovired by Captain
Freehill, Major Murray, Major Robertwon (of the Se-otiish Ritles),
and the Hons. J, See and 11 W, O'8allivan,  From the fir-t o bange
pumber of the Irizh Rifies bhad offercd them clves [ur service
Major Murray and Lieutenant Garvan had hbeen given commis=-
gions. Lieutenant Woods, who was deniad this privilege, enlisted
as a trooper with the Australian Horse, but has been promoted, and
went with the contingent s a corporal in that ¢orps,  The other
members of the Irish Rifles whose offer was accepted, and who
left for South Africa are Sergeant Watsou, Corporal ],
M'sweeney, Corporal f. P. Gil-hennun, Privates James Burns,
James Carden, W, D. Henery, 3, Naish, J. I'anton, P. O Connor, L.
Hopkins, Murphy, C, Chureh.

THE WAR IN SOUTIL ATFRICA.

THE DURLIN FPUSILIERS AT COLEN:O,

The speeial correspondent of the Gtege Dadly Times in Natal
writing of the battle of Colenso rays that the official casualty list
contained about 1100 names, The ktlled numberod five officers and
about 160 men, The wounded numbered 36 officers and 634 men,
The prisoners number 21 officers and 311 men. The Dublin
Fusiliers suffered scvarely from shell fire. They were ordered to
hold the river banks and cover the advance of the main column, A
witheiing fite was sent wmonyg them, but they Leld on until ordered
to retire, after dearly winuing the position. During the retiring
muevemenl many acls of helvisw wers peforiued. Diivate Dowling
was discovered wounded by Sergeant Sheridan, who carried him
half o mile out of danger. Lance-corporal Farrall went back
under the murdercus fire and made two trips, and brought two
wonnded men, sand that not before drossing their wounds, Major
Butterworth was here, thers, and everywhere among his wounded
comrades, the Dublina, The hottest shell fire did not deter him
from being where duty called. The men speak in the highest terma
of hi~ untiring eforts to the wounded.

LOOTING THE BOERN HOGSES

The following extract from a letter received from a member of
the New Zealand contingent shows that Lord Roberts’s order that
looting should ceass came not a moment too soon :=—* Any houses
we have looted have been splendidly farnished. I got a silver
watch and gold chain, and a large bundle of love-letters in a house
last Bunday, and a 10gal jar of fiz jam on Monday, 'The letters are
most interesting, The girl appeary to have been engaged to no less
than three men,’

THE ¢ATHOLIC UHAPLAIN,

A letter from one of the waorkers with the ambulance corps at
Elandslangte, at Rietfontein, and at Lombard's Kop, gives details
of wounds and deaths that are too harrowing to print; but one
paseage, which tells in an allusion of the presence of Catholic
chaplains where they are most wanted, we permit ourselves to
make !

There was one officer, with his head half blown off, and his
right leg just hanging with about an inch of skin to his hip,
brought in on a gun-carriage, and he died while they lifted him to
our ambulance waggon. Then a punner came in; he had lost his
lerr, and his inside was hanging out, but he was just as sensible as
you or I, and the pain he could not bear any longer. He called on
the doctor to poison him, but the doctor could offer him no bodily
vespite. The priest, however, approached ; and whispered in his
eaﬁ words which gave him comfort, so that he lay down for a
while,

SERGEANT MURPHY'S PRESENCE OF MIND,

An officer who was wounded at Elandslaagte describes his
expariences in a letter published by the 7Vmes. Colonel Ian
Hamilton had, he says, seen a white flaw hoisted on the Boer camp,
anit had ordered the ‘eense fire’ to b2 sounded. Just then the
otliuer took a rifle from a Boer who had been shooting from behind
a rock  But ashe turned reund he was badly wounded on the back
of the left shoulder. A tremendous fire;was poured into the British
line, and the men 1ot understanding why the * cease fire ’ had been
~enmied, wavered fur a moment and retired 41 yards, The wounded
ofBier was lefy lying ou the ground between the two forces, when a
Sergeant Muarphy, of his company. pluckily ran back, held him up,
and shouted to the men not to retire.  The whole line then rallied,
the panic being only momentary.

MAN O'RELL'S DESCRTPTION OF THE BOER,

In his new book Max 0'Rell thus describes the Boer: f Take
all that iy dirtiest, bravest, most old-fashioned, and most cbstinate
i a Breton @ all that is mo-t su<picious, aly, and mean in & Norman;
all that 1s shrewdest, mast hozpitabie, and most Paritan and bigoted
in a 8¢t mix well, stir, and serve, and you have a Boer, or if you
will—a boor.

SPLENDID EXAVMPLLE OF THE NUXNS,

The Sisters, wiho opencd their part in the campaign in South
Africa so well, are still metaphorically aticking to their guns.
‘ $plendid Example of the Nuns' is a heading in a London paper
over an apnouncement fromm Mafeking that * the convent has re-
cerved cight shells, but the nuns still refused toleave’ They are
pretty well protected, we (Tublf) are glad to know, apart from the
fact that go many of the shells used in the hombardment seemed
made warranted not to explede; but at any rate their conduct is
anch a3 to impress the correspondent with the fact that, in the
mid-t of people easily panic-stricken, they ‘are setting a splendid
example, From the Sisters of Nazareth in Johannesburg a cable
dated the first Sunday in December has come, through the courtesy
of the Portuguese Legation, to the anxious Mother-General at Ham-
mersmith. It gives none but good news: * Sisters and charges in
cxcellent health ; sufficient provisions,' This last statement means
a grond deal ; for the Sisters—thirteen in number-—have some hun-
drels of old people and children in their keeping. On the score of
food, however, they have not had need for any anxiety; for, at the
cutbreak of war, the Government of the South African Republic
rave them the welcome announncement that it would afford them
supp'ies if their own failed.

.
A GOOD RESOLUTION,

Mr. Lonis . Austin nuow gerving with the Fifth Lancers in
Natal, an *old boy ' of 8t, Vincent’s school, Asted row, Birmingham,
has written home (says the (w/holee Yimex) stating that he has
been suveral times under fire, but he has so far cscaped injury. He
mentions that Maes was said in the open air by Father Mathews,
chaplain, and that at the rev. gentleman's suggestion the Catholic
aoldjers, who are present in such large numbers, made a resolution
to rpend o certain time night and morning in prayer.



