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had two dynastic wars—she Frenci invasion of Mexico und
the Franco-German stroggle-—in the century thab is now
‘in the straight’ and poine with a rush to the *finish’
But if in their methods these stmgeles were modern. in
their motives they belonged to a period between which and
ug there sbands a great iron wall of utler separation.  Kings
have made their st war; and dynastic rivalries and
jealousies are not vver again likely to turn the mouldering
gkeletons of fighting wen into hone-manure or stain the
green blades of honest wheat-fields with the ¢ ped vain? gich
a8 on Watertoo ‘wmade the harvest grow.”  Cubinets
suceeeded kings as war-wabers,  Bub Cabinets are vo longel
the ultimate arbiters of war or peace. Nowadays it is the
Chamber of Commerce and the Stock [lxchange thas, at
their own sweet will, chain up the dogs of war or let them
glip. From the duy when the mereantile interest in Eng-
land became u formidable rvival to the landed interest,
practicaliy every war has been o war of commnerce—a war to

rotect or cxtend the markets for the comntry’s wares.
guch, for instance, was the great war with France from 1754
to 1763. Suoch again wus the fiercs, bull-dog Anglo-trench
struggle which went on with such a fine fury from 1793 to
1815. Such, too, the War of American Independence, the
brief bout with the Algerines, the confliet with Persia, the
three wars with China, and the Sudun campaign.  And, in
the opinion of the whole British Liberal Party. the powder-
burning and blood-letting now proceeding in South Afries
had their real origin in the interests of s ving of capitalists,
chiefly with German names.

» » »

There has been in later British history no war on which
English opinion was more cordially divided than on the
resent campaign, Prrr was, so to speak, swept off his
?eeb by & practically unanimous pubdic fecling when he
endeavoured to prevent Lhe exhausting strugele that opened
in 1798, cost the combatants 1,900,000 men, and reduced
the British workers to swch fearful depths of destitution
that starvation 1iots broke oun all over the country in the
year that followed Waterloo. But the verdict of lhistory
has abundantly justificd Prer.  His greab namesake, the
first Earl of Chatham, opposed the war with America almost
with his dying breath,  Hix words made no Impression on
the widespread feeling of the time.  And history his again
justified bim. Connrx and Buwient opposed the Crimcan
War with all the splendil vigour of voice and pen,  They
were publicly burneld in cffigy and (as Jonx Moy telis
ng) were openly branded s traitors for thelr pawms. And
nobody to-day pretends to justify that blunderinge cumpaion
which entailed so ailess and woful a waste of bivod and
treasure—und all for nutlung ! We have alrewdy stated ow
reasons for believing that the wverdict of history will like-
wige favonr the vicws of that great and progressive Loelish
Party which leoks upon the present campaign as, in its
origin, unnecessary and avoidable. s lovers of peace we
wish it n speedy termination, Iu the meantime it s
leasant to note how far, even in o campaign againgt what
18 chiefly a rude country-folk, the more bratal side of war—
gach as veprisals, ill-treatment of prisuners, cte.—ig so
happily and conspicuonsly absent.  This is a gain to
humanity and true progress,  Aud there are two other
features of modern international strugeles which, taken in
connection with this, bid fair to diminish the frequency as
well as the atrocity of war.

¥ L &

The first of these is the marked tendency of late years
to isolate war—that is, to limit it to the originul pair of
dispntants.  Most of the Eavopean wars of the past few
centuries and some of the present century set many countries
ablaze, and interfered with or paralysed trade and industry
over wide areas of the Ol World. Such were the Seven
Years’ War, the Thirty Years” Wur, the Gireab struggle with
France in 1798-1815, and, in a much lesser degree, the
Crimean War. Three nations were engaged in the Anglo-
French-Chincse wars of 1856-8, and 1839-00; in the
Behleswig-Holstein wars of 1848.50 and 1864 ; in the
Anstro-Prossian-Italian war of 1866 ; in the Austro-1"ranco-
Sardinian war of 1859 ; and in the Chilian-Peruvian-
Bolivian war of 187%-835. The days of the multiple-nation
struggles practically closed with the sistics. Thuas, the
nations that werc the original purties to the quarrel fouglht
their great or little duels to a, finish unmolested in the
Franco-German war of 1870-1571 (we may, by a slight
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anbicipation, regard L Germun states us already practically
fuderated} ; in the Russo-Turkish war of 1877-78 ; in the
Franco-Chinese war of 185t 5 in the Servo-Buigarian
war of 1885 and in the more reeent struggios between
Chile and Pern, Japan and Chiva, Greeee and Turkey,
America aid Bpain. Desplte oceasional minor scares and
fleet-mobilising, there In cvery probability that the present
campaign in South Africa will hkevise be allowed to proceed
to a close without interference from any of the great Powers
of Fuarope.

» » »

The isolation of war, like the isolation of the
bubonic plague, serves w double purpose : to limit its arca
of evil and shorten its durat.on. And this wolation is
manifestly the tendeacy of later international policy. The
nations are beginning to realise the value of the old maxim
which, applied to individual conduct, commends the man
who ‘minds his own business and keeps hisself to hisself.
There 1s yet another promising sign of returning sanicy in
the widst of the vast armaments that cumber the soil of
Europe. [t is this : the marked tendency to return vo the
good old mcthods of preventing war—~mediation and
arbitration—that were known and practised by Popes and
Catholic bishops lopg before the days of the flint-
lock or the arquebumse, not to speak of Maxims
or Lce-Metfords.  Av the Paris Congress of 1856
the Powers thab were represented expressed a unanimous
wish for an appeal to the good offices of a friendly nation in
any international crisis that might atise.  Article VIII. of
the General Treaty of Peace mude express provision for
mediation in the event of misunderstandiuy arising between
Turkey and any of the signatory Powers.  The mediation of
a friendly Power is also expressly provided for by Article
XVIIL of the Convention of Paris of 1872 for disputes in
councetion with the Universal Postal Union; by the
Treaty of Commerce of June 5, 1883, between (reat
Britain and Taly 3 and by Avticle NH. of the declaration
relotive to freedom of trade 1o the HBasin of the Congo.  In
the first volume of his greant reatiss on Fuzernational Tas,
Prreaxeoxt showns to what extent lorna! arlpiration—
chicfly by the Pope, the Catholic bishops, 2l Ly Lisyers—
was o recognised  wolde of  composing divpiies hetween
counnnty amd comntry in de middle sees Thas~-to montion
tweo instances only—Pope Bost ace VL webitiaed sne-
cessiully bebween Piinse 1y Bon of France and the Fist
Envwanr of Bncland. This was in 1208, 'L weaty-one years
lider Pope Lo Noosettled a dispute us arbiter between
Painre the Lone and the Flemish,  Owing to the saccess
of Pope Lo X111, as an arbitrator, the London Maily Ners
acreed that the true position of the Head of the Catholic
Churelr b the present time would be that of ¢ Chief Justice
of Cliristendon:.’

In the prescat eentury thers §s w orowine disposition to
fall back npon the goed o'd rule, the simple plan, of arbi-
Iration 1 international as jo commercial dlsputes, AU least
five knotty uestions — chielly of finance—were left to
arbitration by the Congress of Vienna of 1815, In his
recent work, Fatornolionel Lonr (p, 269), Mr, Leoxk Livr
vives tlie following further instiuces of arbitration in inter-
national difllenlties during the present century :—

In 3534-35 the King of Prus<ia arbi'rated between France and
England on the Porrendic indemnity. [n 1839 the Yuecn of Eny-
laud arbitrated between France snd Mexzico., In 1nl the Senate of
[ambury arbitrated between England and Peoru. In 1856Y the
President of the Uniled States arbitrated between Lngland and Por-
tugal, In 1861-72 the .tiabama claims by the United States against
Lngland, wero settled by arbitration. In 1852 the claims of France
and Iualy agaiost Chile for damaves produced by her naval ard
nuiitary forces on their subjects were left to the arbitration of a
mixed tribunal. coneisting of persons nomiuated by the President of
the I'rench Republic (or by the King of Italy), the President of the
Republic of Chile, and the Emperor of Brazil. In 1534 the claims
of the United States against Hayti werc left to the arbitration of
the Hon, William Strong,

Later instances of the settlement of international dispules by
suel pacific means are furnished by the wrbitration of Popu
Lo XIIL hetween the Republies of Hayti and San Domingo
and Lebween Germany and Spain over the (faroline Islands :
and by the settlement recently concluded between Great
Britain and Veneznela over an airy erifle of o dispated
frontier-line. A Tribunal of International Arbitration is
far within the bounds of political possibility. As proposed,
its authority would be moral, not physical. Bub c¢ven at
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