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Friends at Court,

GLEANINGS FOR NEXT WEREK'S CALENDAR.

(Written for the N.Z2. TARLET.)

sunday.—Ii'ifth afier Epiphany. Feast of bt Andrew
Corsini, Phshop and Confessor,

Februsry |,

“ 5. Monday.—%t Agutha, Virgin and Martyr.
" 6, ‘Tuesday,—5t, Hyaanth Mar sceud, Vitgin

7. Wedneaday.— 8t, Homauld.

4, Thursday.—8t. John ot Matha, Conlesor,
y, Friday.—8%t. Zozimus, Pope and Confussor.
i, Ba.urday . —86, Schelastica, Virgin,

"

1t

ST, AGATHA, VIRGIN AND MARTVR.

The eities of Palcrmo and Catania in Sicily di~pute the honour
of heing the birth-place of 8t. Agatha, bat C.tania was certainly the
scene of her wartyrdom. There, too, her sacred relies were deposited
and preserval with extraordinary veniration, being rerarded as the
raferuard of the ity against the terrtble eruptions of Mo nt Btua
which have oftru threstened it- entire destiuction. Horn of an
illustrious and wealthy family, Anatha was consceruted from her
infaney ta the service ot God.  Tike St Arne- she hwl chosen
Christ for hor spouse, and consumed by the fire of Divine Love,
despised the deciitful pleas-nres and empts honours of the world.
When the eruel persecution of Decive bioke put, a.n. 23t Avatha
was apprehendod at Catania by ovder of the chief magistrate, Quin-
tinnus, who. knowing the boly maiden to be both rwch and beautifal,
considersd 16 a fasourable opportunity to gratify both his lust and
avarime, Secing herzelf 1 the hands of the pirsecutors, Agatha
prayed thus to her heavenly spouss *Jesus Cornst, Lord of all
things, Thou seest my lears, Thou kunoewest wmy desire, Poseess,
Thyself alone, all thay I s, 1 an Thy sheep : make me worthy to
overcome the devil” Thus did +he continue to pray with many
tears during her passage through the streews to the tribunal of the
Pro-cansu!, The first attack made upon her by the wicked judge
was directed byiwith a view to underimire her virtue, {For this pur-
pose he dehivered her into the hands of Aphrodisia, an abandoned
woman who with hor <ix duughters kept a house of ill-fame. Here
the chaste virgin was exposed to urievons assaults, more terrible to
her pure soul than death it~ 1f, But all the artifices of ber enemics
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were defeated by the power of her Divine Hpouse, to whum she
committed herself with entire confidenee. Never did she cease,
during the feur weeks that she remained in this den of infamy, to
implore His protection with fervent prayers. accompanied with
siphs and tears. After thirty day< had elapsed, Quintianus, who
had been informed of her coustancy. ordered her to be brought
before his trikunal,  Upon her arrival he began by exhorting her
to renounoee her faith and ~aceifice w idols.  Ameng other things he
rewsinded her of her noble birth and illustrious ancestry, to which
she rephel that to 02 a servaut of Jeaus Christ was true nobility
and perfecs liverty. Earaged at her reswlute answers the judge
orilers her to be buffeted and led bask to prison.

Upon the follawing day Apgatha was again summoened before
the judire, who exhorte t her to ~ave her life by prompt submis-on
"To this she rephied that Jesus Christ wos her Life and ner ealvation,
Quintianus then ordered hier 10 be ftretchel on the rack, & toiment
which was wsnally accompanicd with stripes. the the tearing of the
flesh with iron hooke, and the wpplication of ligbted torchey to the
most tender part- uf the body. But all these tortares had no affect
upon the un launtel virgin, supnorted as she was by the invinable
grace of Jesus, her Spouse.  ITaving exhausted all the anventions of
cruelty 1o uo purpese. Quintinnus ordered her to be arain e sl uened
to pri-om, gieing strict commands 1o the ganler to allow ber neither
tood for her body nor salve or cintment for her wounds, Buat
Alinighty God vouched to be Mimself her physicien and suppott,
cending 5t Ueter to hezl liee wounds and comiors and cncoursgre
her in huer combat.

After an anterval of four days Agatha was arain supnnoned
before the juldee, who. nowise sottened by heliolding her miraculius
cure, ordered her to be stripped ot her clothes and roilel t and fro
over red-hot conls mineled with kroken potsherds,  Bemg then ear-
riel back to prison, she prayid as tollow-. ‘0 Lord, iny Ureatar,
you have ever proteeted me from my very eradle. Yor luve taken
from e the love of the world, and given mo patu nee to ~uffer,
Receive now wmy soul” Wilh thess words she calindy espirad. St
Aratha enjoys the special hunour of & commemoratien in the Canon
of the Ma=v, where she heads 1he glorous chow of vicgiu martye,
Lacy, Agnes, Ceaily, and Anastasia.

T, ~CHOLASTICA, VIRGIN, FQUNDRESS O THE ORDER OF
BENEDICTINE NUNSs,

8t Scholastica, sistir of 8:. Benediot, was born of Wiusirious
parents at Nurcia, a ity of Umbria in Italy, towards the close of
the fifth century. Thne retirement of her beother Bemdicl from
the world und the death of her parents left Scholastica huiress of
her father's wealth, with the pro-pect of every worldly happlues
Guided by the secret in-pirasous of (ol Scholasticn, after diseri-
buting her goods among the pour. toliowed her brother to Cassizo,
avcompanied by a single handmaid, in order to be formed by his
direction to the pertect pr.ctice of the maxims of the Go-pdd. The
fame of the =anctity of ¥cho'astica and of the perfeet mouwmer of
Iife followed by her and her companion excited the adnirution of
the neighbouring jnhabitints aad soon attracted to them a nuimber
of fervent novices, To afford accommedation for the new coers
it soon became necessary for Rcholasties ty enlarge her humble
dwelling, which gradnaily grew into 9 spacions convent, aml
breame the mother-house of the rising Order, S Scholastica com-
pleted her happy crurse about A, 563, her brother, bt Denediot,
causing her body to be conveyed 1o his own abhey aud luid 1n the
tomb which he had provided for himself.
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