
ST. AGATHA, VIltdIN AND MARTYR.
The cities of Pakrmo aDd Catania in Sicily dispute the honour

of being the binh-pLaeof St. Agatha, but C.tania waicertainly the
scene other mai t \ rdoin. There, too.hers-acred relics were depositsd
and preserved with extraordinary ven<ration, bp'njj regarded as the
rafeguardof th"u'ty against the terrible eraptioiih <>t Mo ntEtna
which have oft"n t'breUened it- entire do-ti action. Horn of an
illustrious and wealthy family, Agatha wa^ consecrated from her
infancy to the service ot God. Like St. Acne-, she had chosen
Christ for hi r spouse, ar.d consumed by the fire of Divine Love,
despised the d.-oi'itful pleasures and einpU honours of the world.
When the cruel persecution of Peeiir bioke out, a.d.2">l. Agatha
was appreherdtdat Cataniaby order of the chief magistrate. Quin-
tianu*, v.ho.knowing the holy maiden tobe bothrich and beautiful.
considered it a favourable opportunity to gratifyboth bis lust and
avarii-e. Seeing herself in the hands of the p< r-ecutors, Agatha
prayed thus t«i her h"a\enly i-pouse ■ Jesus Christ, Lord of all
things, Thou scest my h-art, Thou knowe«t my desire. Possess.
Thyself alone, all that,Iam. lam Thy sheep : make me worthy to
overcome the devil.' Thus did she continue to pray with many
tearsduring her passage through the streets to the tribunal of the
Pro-consul. The first attack made upon her by the wicked judge
was directed by":with a view to undermine her virtue. »For this pur-
pose he delivered her into the hands of Aphrodisia,an abandoned
woman who withher six daughters kepta house of ill-fame. Here
the chaste virgin was exposed to grievous assaults, more terrible to
her pure soul than death itsc If. Butall the artifices of her enemies
were defeated by the power of her Divine Spouse, to whom she
committed herself with entire confidence. Never did she cease,
during the four weeks that she remained in this denof infamy, to
implore His protection with fervent prayers, accompanied with
sighs and tear^. After thirty days had elapsed,Quintianus, who
had been informed of her constancy, ordered her to be brought
before his tribunal. Uponher arrival he began by exhorting her
to renounce her faiihand sacrifice to idols. Amongother things he
reminded her of her noble biith and illustrious ancestry, to which
she replied that to bj a servaut of Je-,u- Christ was truenobility
and pjrfect liberty. Enraged at her resolute a'lswer.-^ the judge
ordered her tobe buffetedand lei bajk to prison.

Upon the following day Agatha was again summoned before
the judge, whoexhorte1 her to saveher life bypro.npt submission
To this she replied that Jesus Christ w..s her hf«- and her salvation.
Quintiauusthen orderedher to be Ptretihe1 on the rack, a toiinent
which was usually accompanied with stripes, the the tearingof the
flesh with iron hooks, and the application of lighted torches to the
most tender parts of the body. But all these tortuus had no affect
upon theunlimited virgin,supportedas she was by the invincible
grace of Jesus, her Spouse. Havinge\hau-ted all the inventions ot
cruelty to no purpose.Quintianus oii'ered her to be againc inducted
to pri-on,givingstrict commands to the gaoler to allow her neither
food for her bjdy nor salve or ointment for ht-r wound*. But
Almighty God vouched to be Himself hot physician and suppoit,
sending St. Peter to heal her wounds and comtort andencourage
her in her combat.

After an interval of four days Agatha was again summoned
before the judge, who. nowise soltened by beholdingher miraculous
cure,ordeied her tobe strippedot her clothes and roiled to and fro
over red-hot cjalsmingled with broken potsherds. Being then car-
ried back to piison,slie pr.iy<d?s tollows .lO Lord, my Creator,
you have ever protected me fro:n my veiycndli\ Y<m hive taken
from me the love of the world, and given me painnee to MiiFer.
Receive now my soul.' With these *ords she calmly expired. St.
Agatha enjoys the special henour or a (mnmemoratio'i in the Canon
ofthe Mas-,"where she heads 1he glorious choir ot virgin martyrs.
Lucy, Agnes, Cecily,and Anastas;a.

ST. UIKIIV, rOl'NnttESS 01' 'I III! OKDKH 01'

BKN'KOICTINK NUS\

St Scholastica, sister of Si. Benedict, was born of tfhistriousj
parents at Nurcia, a city of Umbria in Italy, towards the close of
the fifth century. Tne retirement of her brother Bern diet from
the world and the death of her parents left Scholastica In ire^.s oi
her father's wealth, with the prospect of every worldly hanpiue^s
Guided by the secret in-pirations of God. Scholastica,after distri-
buting her goods among the poor, followedher brother to Ci-mco.
accompanied by a single handmaid, in order to be iormed by bis
direction to the perfect practice of the maxims of the Go^ d. The
fame of the sanctity ot Scho'a-tica and of the perfectm innn- oi
life followedby her and her companion excited the admiration oi
theneighbouring inhabitants a,id »ooii attracted to them a number
of fervent novice0. To afford accommodation for the newcomers
it soon became necessary for Hcholastiea ti enlarge her humble
dwelling, which gradually grew into a spacious convent, and
became the mother-house ot the rising Order. St. Scholastica com-
pleted Ler happy course about a.d.si:>. her broMier, St. Benedict,
causing her body tobe conveyed to his own abbey and laid in the
tomb which he had provided for himself.
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Friends at Corut.
GLEANINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S CALENDAR.

(Written for theN.Z. Tablet.)
February 1, Sunday.— Fifth after Epiphany. Fe^t of St. Andrew

Corsini, Bishop anil Confessor.
."). Monday.— St Agatha.Virgin and .Martyr.„ (>, Tuesday.— St. Hyacinth Mar scuui, \ iighi.
7. Wednesday.— St. Romauld.
s, Thursday.— St. Johnot Matha,(/onft'^or.

„ it. Fuday.— St. Zozinius. Pope and Confessor.„ X), Ha-urday.— St. fcJchclu^tica, Viigin.
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VICTORIA INSURANCE COMPANY,
LIMITED.

ESTABLISHED 1849.
Local Director, J. T. WRIGHT Esq. (Messrs. Wright,

Stephensonand Co.)
This Old-Established Company accepts

FIRE RISKS on buildings and Contents of every des-
j cription, also ongrain in field.
MARINE RISKS on Wool fromsheep'sback toLondon,

and on goods shipped coastwise or to any port in
the world.

GUARANTEE RISKS Insuring the fidelity of persons
in positions of trust.

BRANCHES AND AGENCIES THROUGHOUT THE COLONY
Further information tobe had from any of the Company's

Represeritativea.
Head Offices for New Zealand

- NO. 5 BOND STREET

JAMES EDGAR,
Manager forNew Zealand.

gTHAM ARTESIAN WELL SINKER
Hou-v.' and SanitaryPlumber, hotandColdWater

Services. Founder andGeneral Engineer. Maker of
the Celebrated Tit.in Steel Windmill. Creamery and
l'>utter FactoryMachinery. Contractor to the Central
Dairy Company. I'umps,Pipes, Rams, Gasfittiugs,etc.,
etc., fixed at Lowest Rates. Estimates and Plans on
Application.

THOMAS DANKS,
Providence Works, Lichfield street, Christchurch, N.Z.

V^S^nNl Parents willfindourstock

ftZ.C-^^^^x soi ted in the Colony.

y\,_y \ l«i Special attention is griven
><^CV ~71/^^^M: to themanufacture of Boys'yTV^j7^y% Clothing.

]/ 1/^' \ V Every garment will be
($) )! ff~ > A l\ 1/ fnul!(i a Perfect Fit,while
\f ')jj/ Mj.';)V'^ \ll ¥' thematerial and lining are
yjir/ VV va^^'v)^/ specially selected for boys'
nyjf \

"^^ \p*^ lough-aud-tumble wear.

/,|\\ \ SPECIAL SCHOOL SUITS
\i \ \ \ from 9s. 6d.

\ J \ I BRANCHES
\ / \ ; IN ALL

! ' \ I PRINCIPAL TOWNS

\ Vs" COLONY.

MARITIME SUITS from 11s.

N.Z. CLOTHING FACTORY
rV W 0 W ELL ER S TOBACCO

Made from Extra Choice MATURED SUN-CURED LEAP.
Gives apleasant,cool smoke. Try itanditwill giveyousatisfaction

NO 0 N D A V OIL
BRIGHT, CLEAR, STEAD* LIGHT.

Insistupon havingNOONDAY.

OEST Value in CHRISTCHURCH for Mantles Milmneby, BEA.TH AND CO.


