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Sir William Harcourt recently completed his 72nd year. Heis
the oldest member of the late Liberal G-overnment nowsitting in
the House of Commons, being three years older than Sir Henry
Fowler, andnine yearsolder thanSir Henry Campbell-Bannerman.
Sir William entered Parliament when 41 years old. Heis one of
those who were first returned atthe general election of 1868,andit
may be noted that of members who were thenelected for the first
time not a dozen nowhave seats in the House. Sir Henry Camp-
bell-Bannerman is one of them,and Lord GeorgeHamilton another.
Members whose experiences go back beyond this, 31 yearsafjo, can
be counted on the fingers of thehand.

It i=> not genprnily known that General Sir 0. F.Clery.now in
command of an important divisionof theBritish forcea in South
Africa, is connected w'th, or related to, mnny European royal
houses. Towards the end of the last century General Clery's great
grand-uncle, Henry Clary (the name was then spelt, is still pro-
nounced, in that fashion), went to France and established himself
as a large winemerchant at Marseilles. Hehad a daughter, Desiree
Clery, who was rich and pretty. She refused thehandof a youDg
and pennilessartillery officer from Corsica. His name wasNapoleon
Buonaparte. Her sister married Joseph Buonaparte and became
Queen of Spain. Desiree married Bernadotte, and thus became
Queen of Sweden. Desiree's grandson is the present King of
Sweden. Her great grandson is the DanishPrince who is married
to the daughter of thePrince of Wales.

The freedomof theCityof London, whioh waspresented to|Mr.
Henniker-Heaton, M.P., in recognition of his services in securing
Imperial penny postage, will doubtless act as an incentive to the
member for Canterbury to push his campaign for cheap Imperial
cables with redoubled vigour— if that be possible. Mr.Henniker-Heaton,who is now fifty-one years old, is the son of Lieutenant-
Colonel Heaton, and belongs to an old Lancashire family. His
father's death throwing his future intohis own hands at sixteen,he
went to Australia, where, besides rising to public influence aa a
journalist,he amassed a fortune in stock-raising, andreturning to
England in 1881,steppedat once into official life inconnectionwith
the colonies. He first enteredParliament in 1885, and immediately
tookup thatquestionofpostalreform,whichhe has onlyrelinquished
withvictory.

Mr. Gordon Milne, writing to The Manxman from Thornfield,
Thorny-road,apropos of some remarks in that journal, says:'The
late Right Rev. Dr. Gillis, D.D., Bishop of Edinburgh, has the
distinguished honour of being the first non-Frenchman who
preachedthe Great National Sermon and panegyric on Joanof Arclin the Cathedral of Orleans about forty years ago. The lateDr.

i (Jillis belonged to a family of Scottish emigrants, and he was
( brought up in theFrench-speaking province of Canada,and there-
ifore French was his native language ; besides he was one of the,most gifted and eloquent of men,and his panegyric of Joanof Arc
,is regarded even now as a masterpiece and a classic. Probably,
however, the address of ArchbishopIreland, whichIhave also read
and admired, wasmore practical, and therefore if anything could
bring the French nation to a senseof its misdeeds,miseries,and

,backslidings, and also rouse it to a high endeavour, the soul-
stirring discourse of Archbishop Ireland, delivered as it was in; trumpet tones, was eminently calculated to effect that object and
purpose.

Fir Henry Tiite, the head of one of the largest firms in the
liriti^h Hugar trade, and honourably known for his liberal benefac-
tions to education and other objects, and especially as the donor of
the National (i.illery of I'.ritish art at Millband, andof many of
the picturesitcontains died in tho earlypart of December at his
reHidciice at Streathaui common. London. He was in his eighty-
firt-t year.

The death is reportedof Madame Leoreton-Uourbaki, who had
been an inocpaiablt' companion of the En-mre"* Eugenic for over
thirty yeary. She entered the service of the Empress in 1807, and
accompanied her on the Ithof September in her flight from the
Tulleries andby Trouville toEngland. MadameLebreton-Bourbaki
was in her second widowhood when she became reader to the
Empressand was constantly with her in that capacity.

Miss Aimie Lawrence, of New York, who was married in Paris
at the Passionists' Church there to a MrDouglas Walter Campbell,
the Dukeof Argyll's grandson, is a member of a Catholic family
belonging to New York. There is a not remote presumptionthat
some day the newly-made bride may be Duchess of Argyll,and in
that event a likelihood of one of the Scots dukedoms coming toa
Catholic inheritor would be practically assured.

According to recent statistics published by the Salesians of
Paris, the Order founded by Don Bosco, the

'
St. Vincent de Paul

'
of Italy,has at present charge of 350,000 poor children who are
taught trades, as well as thethree R's. There are twenty houses in
France— at Paris. Marseilles, Lille, Toulon, Nice, etc. The house
at Mcnilmonfant, near Pere Lachaise, is about to be enlarged for
the accommodation of an additional 200 children aaboarderß. Don
Bosco only died in 1888, and his disciples who form one of the
youngest of the Ecclesiastical Congregations, are fastspreading all
over the great centres of civilisation. The Congregation is ruled
from Turin, where the Superior-General resides, and, as above
hinted, is strongly representedinFrance.

The following account is given of the founding of the Croix in
Paris, a paper which has come prominently before the public of
late. The Key.Pure Vincent de Paul Bailly, of the Assumption,
preaching one day in a Paris church, wasstruck by the sparsity of
his auditors. Especially was he struck by the few men present to
hear him. Goingoutside afterwards he noticed the stream of life
bearing in every direction men bu-y and full of action. 'My God,
what anumber of souls to saye— but how to get at them ?' thought
the priest and religious in one as he stood and looked. 'How

"
Then he remembered that reading noondays i^ apersonal need,and
the taste for it aprevailing passion. 'We must write tor them,' he
continued, 'since they will not come and listen to our preaching.
We must supply food for their craving after reading. We must pit
the good newspaper against the bad one

'
Thu.* wasconceived the

idea of starting the Paris Croi.i Not long afterwards Pcrc Kailly
praying one day in the basilica of Montmartre, then in a rudimen-
tary state,saw his plan of starting a daily Catholic newspaper, take
distinct form withinhis mind. Soon afterwards the first copy of
the Croi.c wasgiven to the public.
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ESTABLISHED IS.VJ.

NEW ZEALAND INSURANCE COMPANY
(FERE AND MARINE).

CAPITAL £1,000,000
PAID UP AND RESERVES £420,000

WITH UNLIMITED LIABILITY' OF SHAREHOLDERS.

THE PREMIER COLONIAL COMPANY
Fire and Marine Risks accepted at Lowest Current Rates. Looses settled with promptitude and liberality.

OTAGO BRANCH :Corner of Rattray and Crawford Streets, Dunedin.. WILLIAM I. BOLAM, Manager.

A Well-known Citizen's Opinion of KOOLIBAH 1
Mr. S 0. SMITH, J.P., "Dalmore,1Pine Hill, Dunedin.

The Manager, Loamsy's Wahoo Manuiactuking Co., Ltd.
Dear Sir,

A few weeks ago Isuffered very severely frompains in my back. Itried hotbaths, had hotoil well fubbedin, and triedall
knownremedies for several days. A friend who called in noticed thepainIwas enduring1 andsuggested my trying KOOLIBAH.
A bottle was procured and Iwas well rubbed with it that night. In the morningIfeltverymuch better. KOOLIBAH was
appliedalintervals during the day and evening,and next morning whenIawoke Ifound that all thepain had vanished. Ihave J
not the slightest hesitation in saying that KOOLIBAH cured me. You are at liberty to make what use you like of thisentirely
unsolicitedtestimonial

—
Yours very truly,

SPENCER GEO. SMITH,J.P.
Loasby's KOOLIBAH curesallpains,relieves Neuralgia and Headaches after single application.

Wholesale Agents :KEMPTHORNE,PROSSER & CO.'S N.Z. DRUG CO., LD. PRIOE— 2s. Obtainable Everywhere.

Sole Manufacturers and Proj>rietors:

LOASBY'S WAHOO MANUFACTURING CO., LTD., DUNEDIN.


