
NEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Thursday,February 1, 1900.

THE WAR IN SOUTH AFRICAthePope himself will complete his itOth year on March 2. The
address has already been drawn up, and is as follows .— 'Having
arrived at an age when the soul feels itself free from influences
which,at other stages of life, often mislead or smother its nobler
impulses, theundersigned are able to understand better than ever
before those great truths of which yourHoliness has never wearied
of reminding the world,and which the latter, to its ownmisfortune,
obstinately ignores. The remembrance of the great past of your
Holiness's life must fill your soul with gratitude to God for all
thatHe has accomplished through you. And to this consciousness
yourHoliness must certainly be indebted for the flourishinghealth,
the everyouthful strength, whichare the wonder of the world and
the joy of theUniversalChurch.'

Clerical Appointment-— The Rev. Father Fit/gerdld.of the
archdiocese of Ca«hel. Ireland, has been appointed <ur..te of St.
John's,Glasgow.

SCOTLAND- — Marriage of a Nephew of Gerald
Griffin.

— Mr.Gerald Griffin, nephew to the famous Irish writer of
the same name, was married in St. Patrick's. Glasgow, during
the first week in December, toMiss Grieve, of Greenock, a grand-
daughter ofthe late Mr.J. J. Grieve, who at one time represented
Glasgow in Parliament. The ceremony was performed by Rev.
Dean Taylor, M.R., St.Mary's. Mr. Griilin is aResident Magistrate
atBelmullet, CoimtyMayo.

Presentation tO a Priest-
—

Thi; Re. Father M'Daniol. in
charge till recently of the Catholic mission of Dunbar, and now of
Bathgate, has been presented with ahandsome marble t'tnopieic
andbronze ornaments, subscribed to by a wide circle of friends, m
recognition of his successful labours in the eastern district.

UNITED STATES--A Generous Gift— Mrs.De Navarm.
whom they affectionately call ' Our Mary' in America, and her
brother,Mr. JosephC. Anderson, some time ago gave to the Minor
Conventuals 100 acresof land bequeathed to them by apriest-uncle,
the Rev.A. Millar.

An Important Appointment— Mr. Franus Giimour. a
member of the Holy Cross L'ongregat;on. Glasgow, left that cty
recently for Spain, where he goes to take up an impoit.int position
as traffic manager of a railway near Gibraltar. Mr. Giimour, who
was formerly actively connected withmany parochial organisations
in St. Francis's parish, spent a number of years m San nuningo.
wherehe also held a responsiblepositionin railway administration.
Inrailway circles Mr. Giimour is wellknown and highly iMi-vmod.
his counsel and co-operation being frequently a\ailed of by local
railway magnates, who havemore than once given public manifes-
tation of their regard for him. Needless to say.he leaves for his
latest sphereof labour with the heartiest good wishes of hosts of
thewarmest friends.

A Valuable Prize— A letter written by Leo XIII.in is;,l.

whilst Bishop of Perugia, to Signor Beccari, of Rome, is being
offeredas a prize at a iazaar inaid of St. Joachim's Church, New
York.

Fortunate escape ofCardinal Gibbons-— Cardinal Gibbons
and Bishop Foley were passengers ona train which was damaged
by a collision near Louisville recently, but happily they were un-
injured.

A Great Painting-— A unique feat in church decoration was
inaugurated recently in St. Bernard's Catholic Church, Chicago,
when the Dantons, father and son

—
both artists of note anddescen-

dants in the direct line from the celebrated JaquesDantonof French
revolutionary fame— began the work of hanging behind the high
altar their great painting entitled

'
Calvary.' Three weeks will be

required to get the picture in place, and in addition to the two
artists' workof superintendence the labour of a dozen men will be
requiredtocomplete the task. The immense painting represents a
spread of canvas iOft longby 30ft wide,and its value is said to be
olose to £10,000. Itis the product of the joint labours of the two
artists during aperiodof threeyears,but inconception the picture
has been wholly the elder Danton's

—
the son's part being confined

to the aidingof his father in the details of the palette, and brush
work.

Mr. P. LUNDON, Phoenix Chambers, Wdnganui, it, still busy
puttingpeopleon the soil. He has also hotels in town and country
For Sale aud To Lease. Write tohim.— %*

THE PAINTER OF THE 'ROLL CALL.'
Lady Butler has sent to Colonel Gildea, to be sold for the

benefit of the families of soldiers on service, a water-colour
drawing of an artillery officer engaged in the exercise of tent-
pegging. The artist s

' Missed,'publishedas a coloured supplement
to the (Iraplnr, many years ago, is still familiar, dealing with the
same sport ;but the drawing now presented is one of later date,
made at Aldershot. andcapturing of both horse and rider, withina
delicate scheme of colouring, the very movement of life itself.

THE ARMY POSTMASTER-GENERAL.
Lord Edmund Talbot, brother of theDuke of Norfolk, who is

on General Buller'a staff, remained at Capetown, after his arrival
in South Africa, acting as Postmaster-General of the army. Aa
soonas his chief commenced active operationsMajor Talbot went to
the front.

A FAMILY OF SOLDIERS.
" Iliekie, a Be tnmunt fellow, was hit between hi* toes, lie is

not in hospit-il.but lies m Tim tent.' This text is taken from the
particularly and u,i ipl.ie letter writtou to his father by
Lieuu liant Maxwell N-'i't.o* MilioUford, about the battle of Reil-
fontcm Lieuttnant ''.al'.s ilukie belongs to a family of soldiers.
llh f'i In r t'limht with di-Miu'iion in the Crimea ; married a
Spain 'i l.tdy oi -nany tnilmvincuh, whom he mot while on duty at
Gibr.ilt irn\hence rlie "('.nlos- ),nnd gave three sons to the service
of thi' <,> col. Lieuunanf

' lokie belongs to the Gloucesters, to
whom Lie ut*1iirmt .Ma vwell-^cott (of tho Cameronians) is merely
attach* .1. 'out there is a note of f'11 >>vship in the allusion to old
coinrai'u-hip at licanmont.

TH E HEROICSISTERSOF MAF EKING.
Th" fiill')'\ni'jf ri'sjnure ippeared in the London '/unr\ from its

own corre-jHmdent, at M ifeking under date November IS "— 'The
eonw'iit has been hu e r;ht times. The nuns refuse to leave their
po-t beyo'vl +ak11 1I"«■1 I"«■1 "«■ roiii^e in the bomb-proof snelter adjoining the
in went Tho->(> heioi'j Sister* take their share in thehard work,
in tking ninl distiibuting coflee and tea to the neighbouring redans.
TLur yallu.t conduct has tct a magnificent example to the town.'

PRESIDENT M'KINLDY AND THE WAR.
In his Presidential mr-sage President MIvinloy siid "— 'This

Governmenthas maintained an attitude of neutrality in theunfor-
tunatecontc-t between Great Britain and the Boer States of South
Africa Wo have remained faithful to the precept of avoiding
entangling alliances as to alt'airs not of direct concern. Had
circumstance? suggp-ted that theparties to tho quarrel would have
welcomed any kindly expressionof the hope of the American people
that war might be asertcd, our good office-- would have been gladly
tendered.'

REMEMBERING THOSE WHO HAD LA LLEN IN BATTLE.

THEJO HANNLS BURGPORT.

At the Church of St. Joseph, Florence, a M.iss of firt/uiem has
been offered for the repose of the soldiers who havo fallen in the
Transvaal. It \\as attended by th'> Italian civil and military
authorities, by her Majesty s Consul-General, the Vice-Consul from
Leghorn, anda largenumber of the Englishcolony.

The Johannesburg Fort is situated at the north side of the
town,andhas beenhanded over to the care of a nephewof President
Kruger. It is built on the highest part of the Witwatersrand, and
therefore commands a very extensive tract ot country. By means
of the heliograph, nit"--,itres can be flashed nearly thirty miles away,
and itis only a gentle rising in the land that prevents messages
being flashed right 'hr.m^h to Pretoria. The usual rontino of the
fort commences with the drilling of raw recruits from 7-30 toS-'M
in the morning1. They wear any clothing they please,and

'march
'

in splendid disorder. It is said that the fort contains immense
storesofammunition,as well as Maxim,Krupp, and field guns,and
thousands of magazine rifles. Convicts are constantly at work on
the fortifications. Very little gun drill is done, except with the
deadly Maxims. When the searchlight was first erected theBoers
appearedto have been overcome with the novelty, and it ia said
frightened the lives out of the patients in an adjacenthospitalby
flashing the light into the windows. The closest secrecy is observed,
and casual observers of the drill and fort are always requested to'

move on.'
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