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the Pope himself will eomplete his “0th year on March 2. The
address has already been drawn up, and is as follews . — Having
arrived at an age when the scul feels itself free from influences
which, at other stages of life, often mislead or smother its nobler
impulses, the undersigned are able to understand better than ever
before those great truths of which your Holiness has never wearied
of reminding the world, and which the latter, to its own misfortune,
obstinately ignores. The remembrance of the preat past of your
Holiness's life must fill your soul with pratitude to God for all
that He has necomplished through you. And to this consciousness
your Holiness must certainly be indebted for the flourishing health,
the ever youthful strength, which are the wonder of the world and
the joy of the Universal Church.

SCOTLAND. — Marriage of a Nephew of Gerald
@Griffin.—Mr. Gerald Griffin, nephew to the famous Irish writer of
the same pame, was married in %t. Patrick's, Glasgow, during
the firet week in December, to Miss Grieve. of Greenoek, a grand-
danghter of the late Mr. J. J. Grieve, who at one time represented
Glasgow in Parliament. The ceremony was performed by Rev.
Dean Taylor, MR, 8t. Mary's, Mr, Griflin is a Resident Mayistrate
at Belmullet, County Mayo.

Clerical Appointment.—The Rev. Father Ditzgerald. of the
archdiocese of Cashel. Ircland. ba< been appeinted curete of Xt
John's, Glasgowr,

Presentation to a Priest.—1ihe Hes Father M-Danicl. in
charge Lill recently of the Catholic mi-sion of Dunbar. and now of
Bathgate, bas been presented with a hand-ome marble trawepreoe
and bronze ornaments, subseribed to by a wide circle of fricnds, 1n
recognition of his suceessful labours in the eastern di-tnet,

An Important Appointment.—Mr. Franas Gilmour. a
member of the IHoly Cross Uongregation. Glaruow, left that ooty
recently for Bpain, where he oes to take up an 1mpaitant position
as traffic manager of a railway near Gibraltar. Mr, filmour, who
wag farmerly actively connected with many parochial organrations

THE WAR IN S0UTH AFRICA.

&
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LHI: PAINTER O THE ' ROLL CALL.

Lady Butler has senu to Colonet Gildea, to be sold for the
benefit of the families of soldiers on service, a water-colour
drawiny of an artillery officer engaged in the exercise of tent-
pepging, The artist s * Missed,’ published as a coloured supplement
to the ¢/raphic. many years ago, is still familiar, dealing with the
same fport ; but the drawing mow presented is one of later date,
made at Aldershot. and capturing of both horse and rider, withio o
delicute ~2heme of colouring, the very movement of life itself,

THEL ARNMY POSTMASTER-GENERAL,

Lord Edmund Talbot, brother of the Duke of Norfolk, who is
on General Buller's stulf, rcmainced at Capetown, after his arrival
in South Afrwa. acting as Postmaster-Gieneral of the army. As

soon as his chief commenced active operations Major Talbot went to
tke front.

AV LAMILY O »OLDIERN,

silickio, & Beammont fellow, was hit between his toes.
not Lt bospital Bas lies m b tent” This text i taken from the
particularly 1k wnl cophic letter written to his father by
Lteutcnant Maxwetl =eacr of Ahhotsford, about the battle of Reit-
famtenn Laestenant Carlos Hiuckwe belongs to o family of soldiers,
Tt dur fonght with disometion o the Crimea ; married a
Spam b Luly of aany endowment-, whom ke ret while on duty at

Iie is

Cdnbradter (whenee the *Carlow ) oand gave three sons to the service

in 8t. Francig's parish. spent a number of years 1 Ran 1Vimgo, !

where he also held a responsible position in railway admin-teation,
In railway circles Mr, Gilmour is well known and highly c-teemeld.
his counsel and co-operation being froguently availed of by Incal
railway magnates, who have wore than once given pubhie maunfe--
tation of their regard for him. Needless to <ay. he leaves for hi-
latest sphere of labour with the heartiest goodl wishes of hosts of
the warmest friends,

UNITED STATES.—A @Generous Gift —Mrs. De Ravaren,
whom they affectionately call *Qur Mary’ in Awerica, and her
brother, Mr. Joseph C, Ander-on, some time ago gave 10 the Minor
Conventuals 100 acres of land bequeathed to them Ly a priest-uncle,
the Rev, A. Millar,

A Valuable Prize—4 lotter written by Leo XITL in 1831,
whilst Bishop of Perugia, to Signor Beceari, of Rome, is being
oifell"edae a prize at a bazaar in aid of St. Joachim's Church, New
York.

Fortunate escape of Cardinal Gibhons.—Cardinal Gibhons
and Bishop Foley were passengers on a train which was duwmaged
by & collision near Louisville recently. but happily they wuere un-
injured.

A Great Painting.—A unigue feat in church decoration was
inaugurated recently iu St. Bernard's Cathobe Church, Chicago,
when the Dantong, father and son—hoth artists of note and dercen-
dants in the direct line from the celebrated Jaques Danton of French
revolutionary fame-—began the work of hanging bebind the hich
altar their great painting entitled ‘Calvary. Three weeks will be
required to get the picture in place, and in addition to the two
artists' work of superintendence the labour of a dozen men will be
reguired to complete the task, The immense painting represents a
spread of canvas 10ft long by 30ft wide, and its value is said to be
cloge to £10,000, It is the prodnet of the joint labours of the two
artists during a period of three years, but in conception the picture
has heen wholly the elder Danton’s—the son’s part being confined
to the aiding of hia father in the detaile of the paletto and brush
work,

Mg, P. LUNDOY, Phoenix Chambers, Wanganui, in still buny
putting people on the seil. He has also hotels in town and country
For 8ale and To Lease. Write to him.—*_*

of the v o Teeutenanr 4ok belongs to the Gloucesters, to
whom lacitenmnt Maowell-<cott (of the Cameronians) is merely
attached . but there 1 a note of £ 1lwship in the allusion to old
comralo-hip at Beanmont,

THI HEROIC ST~1nls 08 M A TRING,

Thee follonany mosanee appeared in the London 7rmes from its
cwn eorrespandent at Mafeking wuder date November 18— The
convent has been her e ght times. The nuny refuse to leave their

I pest beyond talany refoze in the homb-proof snelter adjoining the

coorvient These heroio Si<ters gake their <hare in the hard waork,
mahane ol di-tohuatine cofiee and tea to the neichbouring redana,
TLar pall it conduet has set a magnificent examnle o the town.”

PRILSIDENT MURINLEY AND THE WAR.

In his Presidentinl meswage President M [Kimley sqid -—* This
Goverpment has maintained an attitnde of ucutrality in the snfor-
tonate centest betwe n Lireat Britain and the Boer States of South
Afriea We have remaioed faithfal to the precept of avoiding
cntangling  alliwnces as to alfwirs not of direct concern, Had
circumestances sapwe-ted that the purtics to the quorrel would have
welcomed any kindly expression of the hope of the Ainerican people
that war might be averted, our gond office~ would have been gladly
tendered.’

BEEMEMBERING THOSE WHO HAD | ALLEN IN BATTLE,

At the Church of 3t. Joweph, Florence, a Mass of Fequiem has
heen oftered for the repoze of the ~oldiers who have fallen in the
Tranwvaal, Jt wa~ attended by the Halian eivil and military
anthoritie~, by her Majesty ¢ Consul-General, the Vice-Consul from
Leghorn, and a large number of the linglish colony,

LU JOHANNLABURG UORT,

The Johanncsburg Fort is situated at the north side of the
town, and has been handed over to the care of a nephew of President
Kruger. Itis built on the highest part of the Witwatersrand, and
thierefore commands a very extensive tract ot country, By means
of the heliograph, me-<iwes can he flashed nearly thirty miles away,
and it is only a geutle rising in the land that prevents messages
being flashed right thiroupgh te Pretorin. The usual routine of the
fort commences with the drilling of raw recruits from 7-30 to 8-30
in the morning. They wear any clothing they please, aed * march’
in eplendid disorder. It is =aid that the fort contains immense
stores of ammunition, ag weil as Maxim, Krupp, and field guns, and
thousands of magazine rifler, Convicts are coustantly at work on
the fortitications, Very little gun drill is done, cxcepbt with the
deadly Maxims, When the scarchlight was tirst erected the Boers
appeared to have been overcome with the novelty, and it is said
frightened the lives ont of the patients in an adjacent hospital by
tlashing the light into the windows. The closest secrecy is obeerved,
and casual observers of the drill and fort are always requested to
‘ move cn,
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