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Vatican ; but some aged men—one of them 107 years old
—testified that, just a century before, their parents had gone
to Rome to share in the privileges of a centenury Jubilec,
The oral testimony laid hefore Boxrrace VI reaarding
the centesimal indulgence of A.p. 1200 finds what laoks Iike
8 carions confirmation in an entry made by a German
chronicler, Arpemric of Three Foantains, long hefore
the proclamation of the Jubilee of 1300, [t s
uoted by Father THURsTON in an article on ¢ The Year of
3uhilee' m the Wwfh {or Decernber, Under the year
1208 (and, cariously cnough, not 1200) ALBERK lias the
following significant remark : It is said that this year,
1208, was celebrated as the fifticth year. or the year of
Jubilee and remission, in the Roman Court.” If the dote is
puzzling, it at least reduces the difficulty of viving eredence
to the oral witness of the old men to Pope Boxtracr VIIL
Father THUrsTON finds ab least a possible confivruation of
ALBERIC'S entry in the pilgrimage of GIRALDUS (' \MBRENSIS
to Rome for devotional purposes abont the samne time, his
visits to the great churches and shrines, and the special
indulgences of which be speaks.
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Jubilees in the Catholic Church do not, however, depend
in any way upon points of history or immemorial custom.
They are a matter of theology, and arc intimately associated
with the power of the keys and the doctrine of penance
and indunlgences. The evidence, writien or oral, of yiresions
Jubilee years might, indeed, have scrved ag an incentive to
Boxirace VIIL to proclaim a.n. 1300 as a year of special
remission.  But the absence of any such record could not
have prevented him giving a snitable, if fresh, application
to an ancient and practical doctrine of the Catholic faith,
When he proclaimed the year 1300 a time of Jubilee lLe
was, none the less, nnquestionably acting in accordance with
a conception of a year of special remission which had been
eurrent in the minds of Cathelivs before Jus time, A sueh,
therefore, he procluimed it. He offered its privileges to all
the faithful who, being duly confessed apd truly repentant,
should pray during a specified nummber of days in the greater
churches of the Erernal City, The CUhristinn Jululee had
its prototype in the Jewish. 'This occrved cvery lifeieth
year, when slaves recerved their frecdom, the carth was to
lie faliow, and land and louses tn the apen counlry ov in
villages, without walls, were to revert to Lhcir origingd
owners or their heirs, Tt is in imitation of this that the
Chuarch proclaims from time to time a year of remissjon
buot in her case it 1s u remision from the honds and
penalties of sin. It was also probubly in imitation of the
sabbatical year of the Jews that Cuewexr VI, ut the
request of the people of Rome, proclaimed the sicond
Jubilee in 1350. In the troubled times that followed
Ursax VI, reduced the period to 33 years, partly becanse
it was believed to correspond with the age of Lhe Navionr of
mankind at His death, but chiefly with a view to alford the
children of the Church an opportunity of enjoying the
benefita of the Jubilee three times, instead of twice, in the
century, and thus enabling them to receive its advantages
once in the average hfetime. Only one Jubilee was cele-
brated under this arrangement—that of 1423, in the days
of Pope Manrtin V. In 1450, says IPather Thuvnsrox,
‘the older and more natural period of 20 yuars again
asserted itself, only to be replaced in turn after the decrees
of Pavn IL and Sixtes IV, with a 20 years' Jubilee. so
that every generation of Christians might normally hope to
sec during the time of their manhaod the occurrence of at
least one such holy year of pardon.  TFrom 11475, when
this arraugement lirst came into force, the celebratiofs
snceeeded each other uninterroptedly every 20 years. and
that of 1775, in the beginning of the pentificate of I'1Us
V1., was the cightcenth.’
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The present year's Jubilee iy the twenticth of which
history has a record. The pressure of politics and war
prevented the proclamation of Jubilees in 1800 and 1850,
During the carly part of 1800 ‘the Holy Sce,’ as Father
THURNTON points out, *was vacant, the world was ab the
feet of NaroLEOX, and the new Pope, Pius VIL, clected at
Venice, did not come to Rome until July. Uence the
nineteenth Jubilee was deferred nutil 1825 Thuring the
three first months of 1850 Pope Prus IX. was still in exile
in Gaeta, having heen driven out of Rome on November
24, 1844, by the violence of the revelutionaries who had
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murdered his Minister, Count Rossr, and formed a pro-
visional government in the city under the trinmvirate of
Mazzixe (the apostle of political assassination) and his
notorlons associates, BAPET and AnvprLLixi, This led to
the abandonment of the Jubilee which would otherwise
bave been proclaimed in 1250, The fierce political passions
Lronghit inlo Raone in the wike of the Piedmontese Govern-
ment in 1870 still raged in the Bsernal City in 1875, The
Jubtlee wus, nevertheless, prociutmed.  Bui the pilgrinage
to the tomhe of the Apostles was not prescrived, and the
solemu opening of the Porfe Sunte or Holy Doors in the
four Bastlicas of St. Prrer’s, #t. Jouy LATERAN'S, Santa
MARLy Macarore, and St. PAvuL’s beyond the Walls did
not take place. Like the * King's Gate® at Jerusalem, the
Dorfu Sunte, or *Holy Uate’ in Rome is, us Cardinal
WISEMAN says, *never opened except for the most special
entrance.”  The four snch gates in the Eternal City have
been walled np since the Jubilee of 1825, They were
formally opened on Christmas Eve after the recitation of
singularly apt prayers from Scripture and other solemn
ceremonics which symbolised the opening or commencement
of the year of Jubilee. The Jubilee began with Christmas
In mewory of an ancient custom that for a time existed of
making the Feast of the Christ’s Nativity—not inappro-
priately—the opening day of the year, The fanfare of
trumpets, the thunderinge salvoes fired as salutes from the
Castle of St. Angslo, and other ceremonies that gave an
added splendour and impressiveness to the proclamation of
of the Jubilee when the Popes were still kings of Rome, are
pow omitted.  But the spiritual significance of the year of
rentission remaeing nnaitered.
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Wi bave ~0il on hands @ small stock of the (., T. Society's
pamphlet~ and leaflets (8- and 4< per 104 on the Blattery pair, who
are now engare ! in on endewvaur th arouse and profit financially by
stttarian poewon againstebe Cathohe body in tas Coleny., We have
now 1ady the fir~t of two panmplhions ol our own on the career of
tles unhappy pue ol profe-avind slanderars. The first iy entitled
Jor prle Slattory fae Romunce o1 oeen Futracked Priest, 1t con-
~ist~ ot s paores, chietly ot reprint from the N4, TApLET, with
sdiditions amd Is the nwest withaing exposiare of the man yet
published i+ s published at chis oftice av the small charge of 2d
per copy. wiel =~ &l per Db, carrtagre extra  The| other (ready on
Fridayd ettt ed Ves Sattery Ll Romane of a Shem Nun, aud
is published at the sawe yri oo We <tronely urge the Very Rev,
and Hlev clergy and the lnity to purchase these pamphlets well in
alvane: of the Slittery~ vi-its awd. at the propel time, to scatter
them broad-ca~t by the thou-uel, The conelusion of the story
of the itmeruns fomale unpostor that accompantes Slattery on hi-
tour will appear m onext week’s Tasrnii, Show it to your
Prote-tant triends and ncighbours.

THLE AUCKLAND PREss AND THE SLATTERYS.
e
SUATHING DENUNCIATION BY TRE ORSLRVER,

TuI1: thanhs of the Catholic community are due to the Auckland
Ohse rror Tor the scathing manner in which it denounced ex-priest
Slattery and hus nnfortnnate cowmpanion. and their sordid mission
in ttat city. Our contemporary devotes over a page of its space to
a review of the career of the precious pair. [t says :—

[t is unfortanate for the success of the sordid mission of ex-
priest Slattery and his wife that they should have arrived in
Auckland just at a moment when people of every shade of religions
opinion, and others of no religlon at all, are grieving becaunse of
the death of Father Walter McDonald, who was loved and revered
by Roman Catholic and Protestant alike, and whose memory is
enshrined in the hearts of young and uld, rich and pcor of every
denomination in the community, to ray nothing of thore who
gnbseribe to no denomination at all,]  After referring to the
many admirable qualities of the late Monsignor McDonald, eape-
cially his unbounded charity, our contemporary goes on to
say : ‘ His life reflected glory upon the Church and the priesthood
to which he belonged. Moreover, that self-sacrificing and noble
life furnishcd the best answer to the alleged exposure of the
Roman Catholic Church and priesthoed that this ex-priest Slattery
is now employing as a cotchpenny in our suburbs, Ex.-priest Slat-
tery claims to have a miwion in the world, What nobler mission
could he have found than te remain in the station in which he was
placed, cultivating the common virlues of humanity, and emulating
the example of such o priest as Father Walter. But, on the con-
trary, his life is employesd ia stirring up religious strife and stimu.-
lating the evil passions of bigctry. And this, he says, is his master's
work, Whe in the name of common sense is his master in such a
work as this 7 Is it the same master who waa served 8o conseien-
tiously by Father Walter McDonald ! Will ex-priest Slattery dare
to say it is 7 ‘Then who is the master ! Ie it the almighty dollar!
or is it something worse [’
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