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VICTORIA INSURANCE COMPANY,

LIMITED.,

—

ESTABLISHED 1849.
Local Director, J. T, WRIGIHT Esq. (Messrs, Wright,
Stephenson and Co.)
This Old-Established Company accepts
FiRE HIQKS on buildings and Contents of every des-
cription, also on grain in field.

MARINE RISKS on Wool from sheep's buck to Lundon,

and on goods shipped constwise or to any port in
the world.

GUARANTEE RISKS Insuring the fidelity of persons
in positions of trust,

BRANCHES'AND AGENCIES THROUGHOUT THE COLONY
Further information to be had from any of the Company's
Representatives,

Head Qffices for New Zealand - NO. 5 BOND STREET

JAMES EDGAR,

Manager for New Zealand.

STEAM ARTESIAN WELL SINKER

House and Sunitary Plumber. hot and Cold Water
Bervices. Founder and General Engineer. Maker of
the Celebrated Titan Stecl Windmill. Creamery and
Butter Factory Machinery. Contractor to the Centrul

Dairy Company. Pumps, Pipes, Rams, Gasfittings, ete.,
ete., Ilixe(.i at Lowest Rates. Estimates and I'lans on
Application,

TIHHOMAS DANKS,
Providence Works, Lichfield street, Christehureh, N.Z.

BOY’ CLOTHING.

Parents will find ourstock
the Largest and Best As-
sorted in the Colony,

Special attention is given
to the manufacture of Boys:
Clotuing,

Every parment will be
found a Perfect Fit, while
the material and hining ere
speciatly seleoted for boys
rough and-tumble wear.

SPECIAL SCHOOL SUITS
from 9s. 6d.

BRANCHES
I¥ ALL
PRINCIPAL TOWNS
OF THE

COLOYY.

MARATIME SUITS from 1is.

N.Z. CLOTHING FACTORY

TWO WELLERS TOBACCO

Made from Extra Choice MATURED SUN-CURED LEAF.
Gives a pleasant, cool smoke, Try it and it will give you satisfaction

N © 0 N b A Y L

N D A Y 0 I
BRIGHT, CLEAR, STEADY L1GHT,

Insist upon having NOONDAY.

friends at Court.

GLEANTINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S CALENDAR,

(Written for the N.Z. TABLET.)

January 23, Sunday.—Fourth after Epiphany.
» 2% Monday.—8t. Franeis de Rales, Bishop and Doctor.
w30, Tuesday.—St. Martina, Virgin and Martyr.
31, Wednesday.— 8t, Peter Nolusco,
February 1, Thursday,—St, Bridget, Patroness of Ireland.
" 3, Friday.—Turification of the B.Y. Mary
" 3, Eaturday.—St. Lawrence, Bishop.

PURIFICATION OF THE BLESEED YIRGIN MARY.

The prophets had announced that Christ would be borm in
Bethlehem,  And so it came to pass, They had predicted that He
woull come to His temple and there offer Himself to His heavenly
Father in place of the ancient sacrifizes. On this day Christ accom-
phished that which the prophets had aononnced. He came forth
from Bethlehem in the arms of His blessea mother and entered Hia
temple in Jernsalem. Onoe of the obligations imposed upon parenta
by the Mosaic Law was to present and consecrate to God the first-
born som, for in the person of the eldest the rest were offered to
Him to whom all belong, But this rite had for the Jews a special
sigmifization. When God in a single night destroyed the first-born
of the Egyj t'ans, He spared those of the Tsraelites. And henceforth
He enjoined that, as & remembrance of His mercy, parents ghould
po Bess no right over their first-born gons until they had redeemed
them by the payment of s certain sum of money prescribed in the
law. Let us lears from the exnmple of Jesus and Mary to seek no
excuse to exemps ourselves from the observance of the precepts of
the Church, Jesus, bemg himself tre Lawgiver, was above the law,
but he sought only to accomplish His Father's will. Our Lady, too,
by the very terms of the law, was exempt from its burthen, for
there was no defilement in her pure conception of the Son of the
Most High or in her miraculous delivery, But both Jesas and His
mother wished to give us an example of profound humility and
obedience to the laws of the Church, which are the laws of God
1limself. * And behold, continuea the Evangelist, ‘ there was a
man in Jerusalem named Simeon, and this man was just and
devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Ghost
was in him. And he had received an answer from the Holy Ghost
that he should not see death before he had seen the Christ of the
Lord. And he came by the Spirit into the temple. And when hia
parents brought in the child Jesus to do for Him according to the
custom of the law, he also took Him inte his arms and blest God
and said . Now dost Thou dismiss Thy rervant, O Lord, according
to Thy word in peace, because my eyes have seen Thy salvation,
which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, a light
to the revelation of the Gentiles snd the glory of Thy people
Terael’

¢ And His father and mother were wondering,' continunes 8t,
Luke, 'at those things which were spoken congerning Him.” Why
this wonder ? Fur they were already acquainted with the sublime
Mystery of the Incarnation, and, though the angel had not spoken
to them of the vocation of the Gentiles but had simply said that
the Lord God would give to the Child the throne of David His
Father, we eannot suppese that they, who were so supernaturally
enlightened and who had beheld the first fruits of the Gentiles in
the adoration of the Magi, were ignorant of the mystery of their
vocation. But that this should be reveazled to Simeon and pub-
tished in the temple, was in itself a great subject of admiration.
The zouls of the holy spouses were filled with reverence and awe,
and they silently glorified God for Hi: wonderful designs for the
redemption of sintul man,

* And Simeon,’ says the Evangelist, - blessed them, and said to
Mary, IHis mother, * Behold this child is st for the fall and resur-
rection of many in Ierael, and for a sign which shall be contradicted.
Aud thy own soul a sword shall pierce, that out of many bearts
thoughts may be revealed.”’

Kehold fresh causes of wonder and pious meditations for Mary!
The Son of the Most High, Who is 1o come to save His people, will
be an oceazion of ruin to many in Israel! That sweet babe. up to
this time praised and blessed by angels aud by men, adored by the
shepherds and the kings, is to become a sign or mark set up for
eor t-adiction of every kind, and that so violent ag to pierce the
soul of iy Vargin Mother with a sword of sorrow and expose to
view the secrets of many hearts, manifesting who is really good
and pious, and who those are that have but the outward appearance
and semblance of virtue.

8T. LAWRENCE, ARCHBIsHOP OF CANTERBURY.

Awmong the fiust companions of St. Angustine when he came,
A.D. 547 to preach the Faith to the barbarous Anglo-Saxons, and
among those who were aftern ards sent from Rome to assist him in
bia miesion, were several holy men who became the first, Bishops of
the English Church and are now canonised saints, Suoch were St.
Mellitus of London, St. Justus of Rochester, 5t, Yanlinus of York,
and St. Lawrence the Recond, Archbishop of Canterbury and the
immediate soccessor of St. Augurtine, After the baptism of King
Ethelbert of Kent along with a number of his subjects, S5t, Augus-
tine wrote to mform the Pope of the happy fruits of his mission.
{t was to 8t Lawrence, one of the first band of monks who had
accompanied him from the monastery of Bt. Andrew, that he
entrusted this important business. St. Gregory received him with
great kindnees and was fillel with joy at the receipt of the good
tidings that another nation had been gathered to the fold of Christ,
Sg. Augustine before bis desth consecrated Lawrence as his sue-
CeRsoT,
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