
PURIFICATIONOF THEBLESSED VIRGINMARY.
The prophets had announced that Christ would be born in

Bethlehem. And so itcame to pas^. They had predicted that He
would come to His temple and there offer Himself to His heavenly
Father in plaoe of the ancient sacrifices. On this day Christ accom-
plished that which the prophets had announced. He came forth
from Bethlehemin the arms of His blessed mother andentered Hia
temple inJerusalem. One of the obligations imposed upon parents
by the Mosaic Law was topresent and consecrate to God the first-
born son, for in the person of the eldest the rest were offered to
Him to whom all belong, But this rite had for the Jews aspecial
signification. When God in a single night destroyed the first-born
of the Egyjtans, He spared those of the Israelites. Andhenceforth
He enjoined that, as a remembrance of His mercy,parents should
po Bess no right over their first-born sons until they had redeemed
them by the payment of a certain sum of moneyprescribed in the
law. Letus learn from the example of Jesus and Mary toseek no
excuse to exempt ourselves from the observance of the precepts of
the Church. Jesus, being himself tAe Lawgiver, was above the law,
buthe sought only to accomplish His Father's will. Our Lady, too,
by the very terms of the law, was exempt from its burthen, for
there was nodefilement in her pure conception of the Son of the
MostHighor inher miraculous delivery. Butboth Jesus and Hia
mother wished to give us an example of profound humility and
obedience to the lawrf of the Church, which are the laws of God
Himself. "And behold,' continues the Evangelist, 'there was a
man in Jerusalem named Simeon, and this man was just and
devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel,and the Holy Ghost
was in him. Andhe had received an answer from the Holy Ghost
thathe shouldnot see death before he had seen the Christ of the
Lord. And he came by the Spirit into the temple. And when his
parents brought in the child Jesus to do for Him according to the
custom of the law, he also took Him into his arms and blest God
andsaid .Now dost Thou dismiss Thy servant,O Lord,according1

to Thy word in peace, because my eyes have seen Tby salvation,
which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people,a light
to the revelation of the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people
Israel.''

And His father and mother were wondering,' continues St.
Luke, 'at those thingswhich were spoken concerning Him.' Why
this wonder ? For they were already acquainted with the sublime
Mystery of the Incarnation, and. though the angel had not spoken
to them of the vocation of the Gentiles but had simply said that
the Lord God would give to the Child the throne of David His
Father, we cannot suppose that they, who were so supernaturally
enlightened and who had beheld the first fruits of the Gentiles in
the adoration ot the Magi, were ignorant of the mystery of their
vocation. But that this should be revealed to Simeon and pub-
lished in the temple, was in itself a great subject of admiration.
The poulsof the holy spouses were rilled with reverence and awe,
and they f-ilently glorified God for His wonderful designs for the
redemption of Mntul man.'And Simeon,' says the Evangelist, " blessed them,and said to
Mary, His mother, "'Behold this child is set for the fall andresur-
rectionof many in Israel,and for a sign which shall be contradicted.
And thy own soul a swonl shall pierce,that out of manyhearts
thoughts maybe revealed."

'

Behold tresh causesof wonder andpious meditations for Mary 1
The Sonof the Most High, Who is to come to save His people,will
be an occasion of ruin to many in Israel ! That sweet babe, up to
thin time praised and blessed by angels and by men,adoredby the
shepherds and the kings, is to become a sign or mark set up for
cot t-adiction of everykind, and that s-o violent as to pierce the
soul of His Virgin Mother with a sword of sorrow and expose to
view the secrets of many hearts,manifesting who is really good
and pious,and who those are thathave but the outwardappearance
and semblance of virtue.

ST. I.AWKENCK, ARCHBIbHOP OF CANTERBURY.
Among the fust companionsof St. Augustine when he came,

A.D. {")'.>7 to preach the Faith to the barbarous Anglo-Saxons,and
among those who wereafterwards sent from Rome to assist him in
his miebion, wereseveral holy men whobecame the first Bishopsof
theEnglish Church and are now canonised saints. Such wereSt.
Mellitus of London,St.Justus of Rochester, St. Paulinus of York,
and St. Lawrence the Second, Archbishop of Canterbury and the
immediate successor of St. Augustine. After thebaptismof King
Ethelbert of Kentalong with anumber of his subjects, St. Augus-
tine wrote to inform the Popeof the happy fruits of his mission.
Itwas to St. Lawrence, one of the first band of monks who had
accompanied him fro.n the monastery of St. Andrew, that he
entrusted this important business. St.Gregory received him with
great kindness and was filled with joy atthe receipt of the good
tidings that another nation had been gatheredto the fold of Christ.
St. Augustine before his death consecrated Lawrence a9his suc-
cessor.
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Friends at Corut.
GLEANINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S CALENDAR.

(Written for theN.Z. Tablet.)
January 2S, Sunday.

—
Fourth after Epiphany.„ 21>, Monday.

—
St. Francis de Sales,Bishopand Dootor.

� 30, Tuesday.
—

St. Martina,Virginand Martyr.
� ;il, Wednesday.— St. Peter Nolasco.

February 1, Thursday.— St. Bridget, Patroness of Ireland.„ 2, Friday.— Purification of the B.V.Mary
� .5, Saturday.— St. Lawrence, Bishop.
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REST Value in CHRISTCHURCH for Mantles Millinery, "REATH AND CO.

VICTORIA INSURANCE COMPANY,
LIMITED.

ESTABLISHED 1849.
Local Director, J. T. WRIGHT Esq. (Messrs. Wright.

Stephensonand Co.)
This Old-Established Company accepts

FIRE RISKS on buildings and Contents of every des-
cription, also on grainin field.

MARINE RISKS on Wool fromsheep's back to London,
andon goods shipped coastwise or to any port inthe world.

GUARANTEE RISKS Insuring the fidelity of persons
inpositions of trust.

BRANCHES AND AGENCIES THROUGHOUT THE COLONY
Further information to be had from any of the Company's

Representatives.

HeadOffices for New Zealand -
NO. 5 BOND STREET

JAMES EDGAR,
Manager for New Zealand.

gTEAM ARTESIAN WELL SINKER
House andSanitary Plumber, hotandCold Water

Services. Founder andGeneral Engineer. Maker of
the Celebrated Titan Steel Windmill. Creamery and
Butter Factory Machinery. Contractor to the Central
Dairy Company. Pumps, Pipes,Rams,Gasfittings,etc.,
etc., fixed at Lowest Hates. Estimates and Plans on
Application.

THOMAS DANKS,
Providence Works, Lichfield street, Christchurch, N.Z.

BOYS' CLOTHING.
J^^l^S. Parentswillfindourstock
f^K^\ t îe largest and Best As-
fejj**! n^y>. sorted in the Colony.

J^-^ VW\. Special attentionis given

><^^^V^ /#A>^^^iMyM totneinanu
'
actureof Boys'

]/ I TMfkrtJt \\ II Every garment will be
Iw\\tlJ ftWm/A \l iV found a Perfect Fit, while
\jJm^ —

j )* ¥ *he material and lining are
f |[/J y~ %■ .^^y/y'/ specially belected for boys'
y^ \' rough and-tumble wear.

\ |\l \ SPECIAL SCHOOL SUITS
v \ I \ *rom ® s" **d*

\ j \ BRANCHES

I / \ IN ALL

! I \ PRINCIPAL TOWNS

r.^^c-fTctilX \ ___, OF THE

\lj COLONY.

MARATIME SUITS from lla.

N.Z. CLOTHING FACTORY
TWO WELLERS TOBACCO

Made fromExtraChoice MATURED SUN-CURED LEAF.
Gives apleasant,cool smoke. Try itanditwillgiveyousatisfaction

NOONDAY OIL
BRIGHT, CLEAR, STEADY LIGHT.

Insist uponhaving NOONDAY.


