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THE ROYAL IRISH FUSILIERS.
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THE RECORD OF THE ‘ FAUGH-A-BALLAGHS.

THE gallant action performed by the Royal Irish Fusiliers, as
reported in last Tuursday's daily papers, reminds us that the history
of that famous regiment is a very brilliant one, The Eighty-
Seventh was rpiced over n century ago—in 1703--by Lieu-
tanant Colonel Rir John TDoyle, afterwards (eneral Sir John
Doyle. The first exploit of the regiment was performed when it
waa on gervice in Flandere, during the war between Great Britain
end Holland, It got its baptism of fire in repelling an outpost
attack at Alost, when General Doyle was wounded,

IN 80UTH AMERICA AND THE WEST INDIES,

In 1795 the regiment was sent into Bergen-op-Zoom to be drilled
but was there taken as prisoners of war by the French. After being
returned to England the regiment, in 1796, saw service in the West
Indies, under Lientenant-General Sir Ralph Abercromby, and
remained there eight years, losing, by dieeases incident to the
climate, many officars and between 700 and 800 men.

In 1804 a eecond battalion was added to the first. Three years
Iater the first battalion took partin the campaign in South America
and took the city of Monte Video by storm—an exploit for which
they ware allowed to show the words ‘ Monte Video™ on their regi-
mental colors and appointments. They subsequently, July 5, 1807,
compelled the surrender of the troops defending Bnenos Ayres to the
number of 1,600,

The first battalion of the regiment'from the years 1208 and 1809
was stationed at the Cape of Good Hope. Its next place of service
was India, where it compelled the rajah of Nepaul, who had broken
his treaty with the East India Company, to sue for peace, Ita sub-
sequent service in India, up to the year 1831, obtained for it the gift
of silver oups and plate, as well as special recognition for meritorious
conduoct by the Governor-General of India.

After a brief campaign in Burmah, on June 23, 1827, the Eighty-
saventh was landed in England, and has been placed on the British
establishment from that day inclusive, with an effective strength of
208 rank and file, Intoken of itsexploits, the regiment now received
the name of “The Prince of Wales' Own Irish Regiment of
Fusiliers,” and blue facings were adopted, instead of green. in order
to make it uniform with the other fusilier regiments, On April 1,
1848, the regiment was augmented to fifty-seven sergeants, twenty-
one drummers, fifty corporals and 950 privates,

THE BATTLE OF TALAVERA, 3

The second battalion, raised from the counties of Tipperary
Galway, and Clare, was placed on the establishment of the army
from December 25, 1804, at 600 rark and file, augmented the
following year to 800, and in the year 1807 to 1000,

In March, 1809, the battalion was sent to Lisbon, and there
joined the army under the command of General Sir Arthur
Wellesley, It was employed in the operations against the French
at Oporte, and in April parsued the French army, which had
retreated from Portugal towards Madrid,

The regiment next took part in the battle of Talavera. The
English regiments, hers putting the French skirmishers aside, met
the advanecing columns with loud shouts, and breaking in on their
front, lapping their flanks with fire, pu-hed them hack with terrible
carnage, Ten pguns were taken, and though the French rallied on
their supports their effort was a vain one The British artillery
and musketry played too vehemently on their masses, and a Spanish
regiment of cavalry charging on their flank at the same time, the
whole army retired in disorder, and the victory was secured,

Io the action Major general MeKenzie, who commandecd the
division of which the Eiwhty-seventh formed part, was killed. The
news of the victory of I'alavera. gained over the French army com-
manded by Joseph Bonaparte in per-on, excited great joy in
England, and Lieutenani-General Sir Arthur Wellesley was rajsed
to the peerage, with the title of Viscount Wellington, The Eighty-
seventh subsequently received the roval authority to bear the word
‘Talavera' on the regimental coloura and appoiatments, in com-
memoration of the conduct of the second bastalion on the occasion.

‘THE EAGLE-TAKEKS,

In the early part of 1810 the battalion proceeded to Cadiz, then
besieged by a powerfu! French army under Marshal Soult, and was
cccupied the whols of the year in erecting batteries and strengthen-
ing the defences of ths place, In 131l the forve of which the
battalion formed part gained, at Barrossi, nnder Lisutenant.
General Graham, o devisive victory over the French army under
Marshal Victor,

In this engagement the eagle of the other French regiment and
& howitzer were caprured aad rewmaincd in powsession of Major
Gough of the Eivhty-seventh regiment, Lieutepant - General
Graham sebsequently congratulated General S&ir John Doyle on the
steadiness and gallantry displayed by the sccond battadon in an
action which redounded so much to the fime of the Brivish arme.

The Eighty-seventh next suecessfully defended the breach made
by the French in the walls of the town of ‘larita, the drums and
fifes of the regiment playing ¢ Patrick’s Doy’ and * Garry Owen ' as
the French, much more numerons, came up to receive their re.

A LIMERICK FOOTBALLER.

The battalion next performed several marches under circum-
stances of considerable hardship and ditficulty. On one occasioa.
when the Eighty-sevenih hud tuken up its ground on a il not far
from the enemy, & shell from a masked howitzer fell in the centre
of one of the companies. The men naturally tried to get out of the
way, when James Geraghty, a private grenadier, called to the men
that he would show them * how Lthey piayed tootball in Limerick.
He immediately kicked the live shell, with its burning fuse, over

the edge of the hill. The moment it touched the ground it ex-
ploded, withont injuring anybody. For this gallant act the com-
mandivg officer made the man & handeome present.

‘THE OLD ¥0GS,'

The struggle at Vittoria was the next battlefield in which the
Irish Fusiliers distinguished themselves. In this confliet the Eighty-
seventh, under Gough, had the honour of taking the baton of
Marshal Jourdan, in acknowledgement of which the Prince Regent
made the Marquis of Wellington a field marshal. The Eighty-
seventh subsequently won honoura in an engagement at Nivelle,
where great gailauiry was displayed in an slwck upon a foriified
hill.

The ifighty-seventh also fought in the Netherlands in the war
of 1814.1815; at Ava in 1826, and took part in suppressing the
Indian mutiny of 1857-1858,

The Irish Fusiliers were nicknamed ‘ The Old Fogs,' also ‘The
Fuugh-a-Ballagh Boys,” from ‘ Fag an Bealac' (clear the way), its
ory at Barrossa ; also ‘The Eagle Takers” The regiment bear the
plume of the Prince of Wales, also an esgle with a wreath of laurel,
from the capture of the French eagle, us described above ; also a
harp and orown.

From 1793 to 1811 the regiment was known as * The Prince of
Wales' Irish’ ; and from 1811 to 1827, a8 * The Prince of Wales' Own
Irish,’ and from 1827 as ' The Royal Irish Fusiliers,

Correspondence.

[We are not respensible for the opinions expressed by our correspondents,]

MIXED MARRIAGES.
TO THE EDITOR.

REV, 8TR,—The evils that arise in 8o wany cases from mixed
marriages is a guestion that haa long cavsed, and is still causing,
deep anxiety to the Catholic clerpy and laity of Australasia. The
firat Plenary Council that met in Sydney made special mention of
the subject in the Pnstoral Letter addressed to the clergy snd laity
of these colonies. With your kind permission I would like to
express my opinion as to the cause of a large number of the mirxed
marriages that take place in our midst, and also to offer a few sug-
gestions that I think would, if adopted, at least reduce the aumber
of these undesirable unions I may at once seate that I do not wish
to pose as an authority on so great a subject ; I merely speak from
my experience as a colonial whe has lived all his life in the country,
and it is to scattered country districts that I most particularly
refer.

First, as to some of the causes of mixed marriages. As surely
as fire and tow will ignite, so surely will young people become
attached to each other when brought constantly together. The
Catholics of this Colony are, I believe, only about one-seventh of
the population, and it can be easily seen that in seattered districts
such as [ refer to the Catholic young man or young womsn may
have many neighbours and friends of other denominations, but be
intimate with very few Catholics. Evening parties and dances are
very comimon forms of ninusement in the country during the winter
months, and | can say frown experience that I have been frequently
at parties where there have been from 12 to 20 young ladies, but
not one Cathulic among the number. I believe it is generally
admitied that a very consilerable number of engagements always
take place on the vuyage from Home to the Colonies a1‘1d vice versa,
chiefly becanse of the reason alluded to by me—the fact that the
contracting pariies see so much of each other during the trip, and
therefors become attached to each other. .

Having endeavoured to show some of the causes of mixed
marriggres in country districta I will now venture to cffer a few
suggestions that wonld in my opinion reduce their number. Let the
Catholic parents, with the assistance of their clergy, form the
acqusintance and seek the friendship of their fellow-Catholics at
some distance from lhome ; as very often in the country there may
be no eligible Catholics within many miles, The people of New
Zealand travel a good deal, and [ have often been in a strange town
and not known » Uatholic in it, I feel convineed that if there were
a b tter spirit of combination and unity among the heads of
Catholic families it counld not fail to produce good results for their
childen and for the future of the Church in the Colony. I main-
tain that it is the duty of parsnts, as far ag they are able, to assist
their children in making the acquaintance of those whose company
would be beneficial to them, and who would be likely to make them
guitable life partners, Such a conrse of action would, with God's
blessing, lead to far more tru.y Christian marriages tl.Jan take
place al the present time, But this is, I fear, a duty that is greatly
neglected, How often do we see young and inexperienced people
tett almnst entirely to their own judgment as to the persona whom
they choose for companions ; und is it to be wondered at that they
frequently make undesirable acquaintances? .

11 the towns Cutholics Lave many ways of meeting each other,
soch us sociuls, bazatrs, picnics, ebe., but these are almost unknown
in muny parte of the country. Consequently Catholics in many
1~t1 1ute, have few opportunities of becoming acquainted with each
other, Trusting that this letter will be acceptable to your columns
and that someone with more knowledge of the subject than I
i =-v=a wiil eomiribuie further to it.—I am, etc,, 7.0

Mi, P, LUNDOY, Pheenix Chambers, Wanganui, is still busy
pnttng psople on the s il, He has also hotels in town and country
lor 3ule und To Lease, Write to him,—**



