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MIXED MARRIAGES.
TO THEEDITOR.

Rev.Sib,— The evils that arise in so many cases from mixed
marriages is a question that has long caused, and is Btill causing,
deep anxiety to theCatholic clergy and laity of Australasia. The
first Plenary Council that met in Sydney made special mention of
the subject in thePastoral Letter addressed to the clergy and laity
of these colonies. With your kind permissionIwould like to
express my opinionas to the causeof a large number of the mixed
marriagesthat take place inour midst, and also tooffer a few sug-
gestions thatIthink would,if adopted,at least reduce thenumber
of theseundesirable unions Imay at once scate that Idonot wish
topose as anauthority on so great a subject;Imerely speak from
my experienceas a colonial whohas livedallhis life in theoountry,
and it is to scattered country districts that Imost particularly
refer.

First, as tosome of the causes of mixed marriages. As surely
as fire and tnw will ignite, so surely will young people become
attached to each other when brought constantly together. The
Catholics of this Colony are,Ibelieve, only about one-seventh of
the population,and it can be easily seen that in scattered districts
such as Irefor to the Catholic young man oryoung woman may
have many neighbours and friends of otherdenominations, but be
intimate with very fe*v Catholics. Eveningparties and dances are
verycommon forms of amusement inthe countryduring the winter
months,and Icansay from experience thatIhavebeen frequently
at parties where there have been from 12 to 20 young ladies,but
not one Catholic among the number. Ibelieve it is generally
admitted that a very considerable number of engagements always
take place on the voyage from Home to the Colonies and vice verm,
chiefly because of the reason alluded to by me

— the fact that the
cjntracting parties see so much of each other during the trip,and
therefore become attached toeach other.

Having endeavoured to show some of the causes of mixed
marriages in country districts Iwill now venture to offer a few
suggestions that would in myopinion reduce their number. Let the
Catholic parents, with the assistance of their clergy, form the
acquaintance and seek the friendship of their fellow-Catholics at
some distance from home ;as very often in the country there may
be no eligible C.ithclics within many miles. The people of New
Zealand travel a good deal,andIhave oftenbeen in a strange town
andnot known a (Jatholioinit. Ifeelconvinced that if there were
a b tter npintof combination and unity among the heads of
Catholic faojilies itcouldnot fail to produce good results for their
childen and for the future of the Churchin the Colony. Imain-
tain that itis the duty of parents,as far as they are able, to assist
their children in making the acquaintance of those whose company
wouldbe beneficial to them, and who would be likely tomake them
suitable life partners. Sucha courseof action would,with God's
blessing, lead to far more tru.y Christian marriages than take
place at thepresent time. But this is,Ifear, a duty that is greatly
neglected. How oftendo we see youngand inexperiencedpeople
left alniist entirely to their own judgment as to the persons whom
they choose for companions;andis it tobe wondered at that they
frequently make undesirable acquaintances?

In the towns Catholics Lavemany waysof meetingeach other,
sncli ansocials, bazars, picnics, etc.,but these are almost unknown
in many partsof the country. Consequently Catholics in many
oi-fuv,ts.have few opportunitiesof becoming acquainted with each
■>!her. Trusting that this letter will be acceptable to yourcolumns
and that someone with more knowledge of the subject thanI
;i £M>«sß wiil contribute further to it.

—
Iam,etc.,
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THE gallant action performed by the Royal Irifh Fusiliers, as
reportedinlast Tuursday's daily papers, reminds us that thehistory
of that famous regiment is a very brilliant one. The Eighty-
Seventh was raised over a century ago— in 171'3—

by Lieu-
tenant Oolohpl Rir John Doylp, a'terward* General Sir John
Doyle. The first exploit of the regiment was performed when it
wason Bervice inFlandere, dnriDg the war between Great Britain
and Holland. It got its baptism of fire in repelling an outpost
attack at Alost, when General Doyle was wounded.

INSOUTHAMEKICA AND THE WEST INDIES.
In1795 the regiment wassentintoBergen-op-Zoomtobo drilled

but was there taken asprisonersof war by theFrench. After being
returned to England the regiment, in 1796,saw service in the West
Indies, under Lieutenant-General Sir Ralph Abercromby, and
remained there eight years, losing, by diseases incident to the
climate,many officers and between 700 and 800 men.

In1801a second battalion wasadded to thefirst. Three years
later the first battalion took partin thecampaign inSouth America
and took the city of Monte Video by storm

—
an exploitfor which

they wereallowed to show the words 'Monte Video
'

on their regi-
mental oolors and appointments. They subsequently, July 5, 1807,
compelled the surrenderof the troopsdefendingBuenos Ayres tothe
number of1,500.

The first battalionof the regimentfrom the years1808 and 1809
was stationedat the Cape of Good Hope. Its next place of service
was India, where itcompelled the rajahofNepaul, whohad broken
hie treaty with theEast IndiaCompany, to sue for peace. Ita sub-
sequent service in India,up to the year1821, obtained for it thegift
of silver cups andplate,as well asspecialrecognition for meritorious
conductby the Governor-General of India.

After abrief campaigninBurmah, onJune 23,1827, theEighty-
seventh was landed in England, and has been placed on the British
establishment from that day inclusive,with an effectivestrengthof
208 rank andfile. Intokenof itsexploits,theregimentnow received
the name of

"
The Prince of Wales' Own Irish Regiment of

Fusilierß," andblue facings were adopted, instead of green, in order
to make ituniform with the other fusilier regiments. On April 1,
1848, the regiment was augmented to fifty-seven sergeants, twenty-
onedrummers, fifty corporals and 950 privates.

THE BATTLE OF TALAVERA. ,
The second battalion, raised from the counties of Tipperary

Galway,and Clare, was placed on the establishment of the army
from December 25, 1804, at GOO rank and file, augmented the
following year to 800, and in the year 1807 to 1000.

In March, 1809, the battalion was Bent to Lisbon, and there
joined the army under the command of General Sir Arthur
Wellesley. It was employed in the operationsagainst the French
at Oporto, and in Aptil pursued the French army, which had
retreated from Portugal towards Madrid.

The regiment next took part in the battle of Talavera. The
English regiments, here putting the French skirmishers aside, met
the advancing columns with loud shouts, and breaking in on theirfront, lapping their flanks with fire, pu-htd them hack with terrible
carnage. Ten guns were taken,and though the French rallied on
their supports their effort was a vain one The British artillery
and musketry played too vehemently on their masses, and a Spanish
regiment of cavalry charging on their flank at the same time, the
whole army retired indisorder,and the victory was scoured.

In the action Major general McKenzie, who commanded the
divisionof whioh the Eighty-seventh formedpart, waskilled. The
newsof the victory of lalavera. gained over the French army com-
manded by Joseph Bonaparte in person, excited great joy in
England, and Lieutenant-General Sir Arthur Wellesley waß raised
to thepeerage, with the title of Viscount Wellington. The Eighty-
seventhsubsequently received the royalauthority to bear the word
'Talavera' on the regimental colours and appoiatments, in com-
memoration of the conduct of the second battalion on the occasion.'

THE EAGLE-TAKERS.'
In the earlypart of 1810 the battalion proceededto Cadiz, then

besieged by a powerful French army under Marshal Soult, and was
occupied the whole of the year inerecting batteries ami strengthen-
ing the defences of thri place. In 1811 the force of which the
battalion formed part gain*d, at Barrossi, under Lieutenant-
General Graham,a decisive victory over the French army under
MarshalVictor.

In this engagement the eagleof the other French regiment and
a howitzer were capmred and remaim d in po^easion of Major
Gough of the Eighty-seventh, regiment. Lieutenant -

General
Grahamsubsequently congratulated General Sir John Doyle on the
steadiness and gallantry displayed by the Bccond battalion in an
action whiohredounded so much to the f ime of the British arms.The Eighty-seventh next succe^sfullydefended thebreach made
by theFrench in the walls of the town of Tarifa, the drums and
fifes of the regiment playing 'Patrick's D,.y 'and ' Garry Owen'as
theFrench, much morenumerous, came up to receive their fire.

A LIMEHICK FOOTBALLER.
The battalion next performed several marches under circuin-

Btances of considerable hardship and difficulty. On one occasion.
whenthe Eighty-seventh hud taken up ita ground on a hill not farfrom the enemy, a shell from a masked howitzer fell in thecentreof one of thecompanies. The men naturally tried to get out of the
way,whenJamesGeraghty, a private grenadier,called to the men
thathe would show them '

how they played football in Limerick.'
He immediately kicked the live shell, with its burning fuse,over

Mn. P.LUNDON, Phoenix Chambers, Wanganui, is still busy
puttingpeopleon the 8 il. He has also hotels in town audcountry
Fur riile and To Lease. Write tohim.

—
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THE ROYAL IRISH FUSILIERS.

THE RECORD OF THE '
FAUGH-A-BALLAGHS.'

the edge of the hill. The moment it touched the ground it ex-
ploded, without injuring anybody. For this gallant act the com-
manding officer made theman a handsome present.

'THE OLD FOGS.'
The struggle at Vittoria was the next battlefield in which the

IrishFusiliers distinguished themselves. In this conflict theEighty-
seventh, under Gough, had the honour of taking the baton of
MarshalJourdan, inacknowledgement of which the Prince Regent
made the Marquis of Wellington a field marshal. The Eighty-
seventh subsequently won honours in an engagement atNivelle,
where great gallantry was displayed in au attack upona fortified
hill.

The Eighty-seventh also fought in the Netherlandsin the war
of 1814-1815 ; at Ava in 1826,and took part in suppressing the
Indianmutiny of 1857-1838.

The IrishFusiliers were nicknamed
'
The Old Fogs,' also

'
The

Faugh-a-Ballagh Boya,' from
'Fag an Bealac

'
(clear the way), ita

cryatBarrossa ; also
'
The Eagle Takers.' The regimentbear the

plume of the Prince of Wales, also aneagle with a wreathof laurel,
from the capture of the French eagle, as describedabove; also a
harpandorown.

From 1793 to1811 the regiment wasknownas'The Prince of
Wales' Irish

';and from1811 to 1827,as
'
The Prince of Wales'Own

Irish,' and from 1827as " TheRoyal IrishFusiliers.'
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