
the outbreak of fanatical feeling, and says that it is
'
directly

responsible for calling out a flool of obscene literature, letters, and
postcards, whichof themselves woulddisgraceanycause.* The well-
known charges of Truth (it continues) have never been answered,
and, therefore, judgment must go by default, but also it shouldbe
recollected that the offence is still being committed. The subject of
the confessional has givenoccasion to anumber of prurient-minded
peopletoevolve imaginary charges out of their own dirty minds.
When they haveventured on a specific charge, they havebeen met
at once and their falsehoods exposed, butstill they go onstumping
the country andbringing general charges, apparently because they
are toocowardly to bring specific ones and too prurient to abstain
altogether. It is useless to tell them that confession is used as a
means of grace with much prayer for strength and guidance, for
we enterhere into an atmosphere to which theyare strangers. We
can only conclude that they say what they do,knowing what they
ithemselves would be likely to do wrere they confessors.'

Slattery in Gaol.
Slatteryhascontributed onevile sample to this

'
floodof obscene

literature.' The specimenbefore us was publishedandsold by him
in America. This led to his imprisonment for selling indecent
literature. When this was made known in Great Britain, Slattery,
in his Complete Rifutation (p. 4), andin the Christian Scotsman (a
paper of Orange tendency), and elsewhere, indfgnantly denied
having been imprisoned for this offence. Dean Lynch promptly
cabled as follows to theBishop of Pittsburg :—:

—
'Bishop, 31S) Grant street, Pittsburg,Pennsylvania.'
Was Slattery,lecturing apostate priest, imprisonedfor selling

indecent literature?
—

Lynch, Roman Catholic Presbytery, St.
Wilfrid's, Manchester.'

He received the followingreply :—:
—

'
Lynch, Roman Catholic Presbytery,St. Wilfrid's, Manchester,

England." Yes.
—

Bishop, Pittsburg.'
Will itbe believed ? Within two months after his denial (says

the Herald,Edinburgh) he was selling the self-same book in Man-
chester,Glasgow, and Edinburgh, until the police stoppedhim in
the last-mentioned place, andon thefly-leaf of thebookhedeclared "
'This is the book for selling which Iwas imprisonedin America!

'

And in his lectures in Australia, as reported in the Victorian
Standard,henot alone admits the truth of what he hadpreviously
denied,but apparently glories in the fact thathe was imprisoned for
the sale of an indecent pamphlet! Ina lecture at the Temperance
Hall.Melbourne.June14,1899,hepaidthefollowingindignant tribute
to the respectability of the printers and publishers of thatcity :'
Rome is hanging over the people witha threateningcloud. For

instance. Sands and McDougall would not print my book. Robert-
son would not handle any of my books. Gordon and Gotch tried it,
but ran out of the field quickly. What are you coming to? f
Persons who debase the minds of youth by the indiscrimate circu-
lation of lewd or prurient ribaldry deserve the vigorous words
used by Carlyle when he described Swinburne and his school as"persons immersed in the filth of a cesspool, eagerly endeavouring1

to add to its foulness by their personalcontributions.' Zolaism will
not die out so longas the typical 'ex-priest'and ■ ex-nun'survive.

[For a further exposure of the careers of Slattery and
his wife see next week's issue. Orders for extra copies
should reach this office as early as possible on Monday
morning]

PERSONAL NEATNESS.

Tidiness is a woman's first law. Itis in many an inherent virtue,
but let those who have to acquire do it withoutdelay, fora slovenly
woman is an unlovely sight. It is to be regretted that many
women are careless of their appearance when at home. They seem
to think no social law exists that requires them to make themselves
as neat, ifnot pretty, when

'
the family ' is present as whenamong

their friends;but here they err greatly. Who will want to see
themat their best if not those dear to them ?

TO-MORROW.

To-morrow ! How often do we say that, when a resolution is
takenor a purpose designed,and how mockingly fate laughs back
at us. To-morrow ! As if time was in our poor, mortal hands,or
as if, to the cowardly andprocrastinating, there ever is a morrow!
As if that word alone has notbeen the bane of moregood intentions
and the dcath-kntll of more noble actions, as if it does not stand
!:or moreharm and ill andsuffering than any other con.mon to the
lips of man! He whois always going todo, but never does, moves
in a very small circle. He will remain where he begins, because
there is no lower plane to which he can retrograde. Futile pro-
mises of staiung Lo-morrovv lead to nowhere. To-morrow never
conies.

issueplain : lt-t. Icharge Mr. Slattery with being an unfrocked
priest, and thathis faculties were withdrawn from him for intem-
perance. 2nd. Iassert that the woman known as the Escaped
Nun wasnever anun inSt.Joseph Convent,Poor Clares, inCavan,
Ireland,in the year1888 or a few years after,as stated ny her.' Mr.
Winter called uponSlattery toproceedagainsthim forlibelandoffer,d
to
'prove the charge* contained in thepamphletup to thehilt.'

'
As

an inducement,' he continues, 'to Mr. Mattery,Iwill deposit £100
with some responsible pprflnn,say the M^yor of Melbourne, pro-
vided Mr. Slattery deposits a similar amount; if Mr. Slattery
obtains a verdict, my deposit would go to him :and if Iobtain
a verdict, hia £100 be given, not to me, but to the Melbourne
Hospital. Iwill place a second £100 against a like amount from
him,if be can prove in a law court that his companion, whom he
calls the Escaped Nun, wanever a nun in St. Joseph's Convent of
Poor Clares, Cavan,Ireland, in the year stated by her. Should he
fail to prove this, his £100 be given to St. Vincent's Hospital. This
ia a challenge which any honest man ought to accept.' But
Slattery did not accept it. On the contrary,he publicly declined
to doso. The public can judge the reason why. We may state
that the challenge is open still, should the doughty ex-priest take
heartof grace tomeet it.

His
'
Conversion.'

The letters of Cardinal MacCabe and Archbishop Walsh suffi-
ciently explain the

'
conversion

'
of Joseph Slattery. He did not.

as stated in his book (p 60) and in his lectures, leave the ministry
of the Catholic Church of his own accord. He was drivenout of it.
There are broken down clergy in every denomination. So long
as human nature is frail, and so long ac there are some who
enter the priesthoodnot called,as Aaron was

—
not by the door,but

over the wall— so long will it be necessary to inflict the censures of
the Church uponpriests here and there who fall far below thehigh
standard of their holy calling. Itis one of thehighest testimonials
to theCatholic Church that she casts out fromher ministry men
likeMcXamara andSlattery,andprevents fellows of the type of the
bogus 'ex-priests'Riordan (aliasRuthven) and Xobbs (alias Wid-
dows) from ever attaining to the priesthood. As for Slattery. his
'conversion' wa^determined by the fact of his dismissal from the
ranks of the IrishCatholic clergy. His own account of his 'con-
version'is self-contradictory, does not hang together, and is not
worth a moment'u consideration in the face of the evidence referred
to above. Thus, in a lecture of his published by the Chrntian
Scotsman of July 3. \H\)l* he gives aneluborateaccount of his diffi.
oulties, tells how hesubmitted them to his brother priests, then to
his bishop, and finally to a conference of thirty or forty priests. In
his lecture at theBaptistChurch. Brunswick, Melbourne,f he omitsall reference to the bishop,and reduces the conference of priests
fromforty to thirteen! Inhis Stcrtta of Romish Prusti(p. (!())he
represents himself as having, while yet ministering in the CatholicChurch, 'lost iaith in what [he] wa.s doing.' But he kept on
'doing'itall the same, until, 'after mature thought and delibera-
tion, [he] gaveup Rome.' We are ina way glad that the two arch-
bishops' letterssave us themortification ol believing that anypriest
would be guilty of exercising the awful my-teries of a religion in
which he had 'lost faith.' He then proceeds to tell us thatutter he
had " stepped out from Rome'he was 'on the verge of inndility."Then, according to one account,he was converted throughhavinga
veryfamiliar textof theBible explainedtohimby one whois \ a^uely
referred to as 'a Captain Johnson,of the British army." in his
mendacious book or pamphlet (p. <il) the gallant warrior who
does the expounding of the Scriptures appear*, under an altos—
after the manner of " ex-priests' Nobbs and Riordan and "Father
Leo

'— and is (again somewhat vaguely) referre1 to as ■ Captain
Thompson, of Dublin." A plausible fibster needs a good memory,a
constructive faculty, a sense of -proportion, anda nice perception of
probabilities. Slattery is manifestly deficient in all of these. As aresult, e\en a superficially critical examination of his pamphlets
wouldcondemn them,oninternal evidence alone,as whollyuntrust-worthy and misleading.

Tales for the Marines.
Slattery's insane tales of Catholic depravity are manifestly

not intended for educated people who read and think. His
appeal is made exclusively for that gullible portion of the com-
munity that ib attracted by garish monstrosities and blood-curdlinghorrors,behind which there lies the hope or promise of prurient
'revelations.' Suchpeoplelack thecritical faculty. They have an
insatiable hunger and thirst for the monstrous, the gory,and the
impossible. Like the Queen in Through thr Looltnuj Glas<t, by
assiduous practice they become at last capable of believingasmany
as six impossible things before breakfast. For another class the
prurient would,apart from its truth or falsehood, be manifestly
the chief attraction. Mr. Labouchere. a non-Catholic and editor ofTruth,hits off as follows the drift of the Slattery combination . " It
must be perfectly obvious to anyone with the slightest knowledge
of the world that these lectures aredelivered simply for the purpose
of putting money into the lecturer's pocket,and that to gain his
end the lecturer is appealing to pruriency and indecency under the
guise of religion.' Mr. Adams, Chairman of the Hoardof Stewards
of one of the Methodist churches of Savannah, wrote a leiter dated
March9, 18iC>, to the Xttxhnlh Atlrorutr. the official organ of the
Methodist Church South (U.S A.I,denouncing Slattery"h lectures
and handbills l!e says: "Jdo not hesitate to i-ay thatIcannotunderstand how a Christian or a gentleman,or a decent man. could
have been,as .-slattery was, the author of thesehandbills. Catholics
were caturally and properly v<rymuch exaspt rated, and it seems
to me that all fair-minded peopleought tohave been indignant.'
The Church 7 mnx,anAnglican organ, ina recent article, deplores

* Reprinted fromthe- /lotion Citi:<'n.
tReported verbitim in the Iictor wn Standaid ol May 'H IW.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Thursday, January 18,1900.6

v About the middle ol 1807 a notonous clergyman sent to the Quoon a
copy ot his vilehook,Jacob l'ttmmer in Home. Jlei Majesty'ssecretary there-
uponsent him the tollownv

'acknowledgment,'which is said to havebeenJ
writtenunder instructions 'Iregret to inform you that lamunable tolay*
this workbefore her Mau'styand consequentlymuat begyou to allow me
to return it.' Queen Victoria, evidently shares every decent woman's
contempt for such crusades asthat of Slattery andhis bogus'ex-nun.'

t Verbatimreport in Victorian Standard,June 30,1899,p.10.
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