
We purposely select these statements of Slattery for the
followingchief reasons :—:

—
(a) Because they areplain questionsof fact that admitof being

tested even in New Zealand. IfSlattery i<*— ashe emphaticallyis— a
wholly unrealiable witness as to the fai ts of his own career, his
evidence isobviously even moretainted whendirected against a body
of people the vilification of whom he is coining into chinking
drachmas.

(<t>) Because the official and authoritative disproof of these
statements has been notoriously before the world for many years
past, both in pamphlet form and in the columns of thenewspaper
press of America, England, Scotland, Ireland, and Australia.

(tf) Because our communications with the countries named
regarding the career of the Slatterys has confirmed us in our belief
that ineach andall of thesemattersSlatteryhas

—
to put thematter

inplainAnglo-Saxon
—

deliberately lied.
(d) Because, in addition to being tests of personalveracity, the

publishedand notorious refutationof these fourstatements affect so
profoundly his character and reputationas a minister of the Gospel
asto disentitle him to all claims either tocredence or to respect.

(c) Because,though repeatedlyand publicly challenged thereto,
in the United States, England, Scotland, and Australia

—
in the

Catholic and the Protestant and the secular Press, and by public
placardand by registered letter— he has not deemed itprudent to
appealto theprotection of any court to establish his innocence of
charges arising out of the refutation of his statements which
seriously effect his character both as a clergyman and a citizen.
What these oharges are we shallpresently see.

'Give him the Pledge!'
We "hall first deal withhis statements (1) and (2) that he has

beenall bis life a totalabstainer, and thathe has neverbeen under
the influence of intoxicating drinks. These statements and their
refutation call to mind the well-known storyof Father Healy, of
Bray,who was once a fellow priest of Slattery's during the few
years that the latter officiated in, or 'hung on by,' the diocese of
Dublin. Father Healy was about to enter a railway carriage at
Killiney station when he observed that it was nearly filled by
Anglican clergymen, with some of whom he was on termsof close
friendship. Among them was Lord Plunkett, the Anglican
Archbishop of Dublin. He noticed that Father Healy hesitated'Oh, comein, Father Healy,' said LordPlunkett, 'come in! Iwant
to ask youa question. A gentleman of your clothhas come over to
us, and Iwant to know what we should give him.'

'
Ithink,'

replied Father Healy, quietly, 'that you should give him the
pledge.'

JosephSlattery—
a native of Limerick

—
wag ordained for the

archdioceseof Dublin on May 24, ISBO. Within three years after
his ordination he had become a victim to intemperance,and was atlast, after many warnings, removed from the ministry by Arch-
bishop Walsh. His history in the archdiocese of Dublin is briefly
told in the following correspondence between him and the late
Cardinal MacCabe. The first part of both these letters is holo-
graphic

—
i.e., entirely in Cardinal MacCabe's handwriting. Under

the Cardinal's signature in each letter Slattery has, in hia own
handwriting, writtenand duly signed his acceptance of the condi-
tions imposedon him,and thus personally given the lie direct to
the statementssubsequently made in his lectures to the effect that
he had been all his life a total abstainer. The correspondence
betweenCardinalMaoCabeand Slattery runs as follows:—:

—
'
1Rutland Square E.,'Dublin, BthNovember,1883.

1Dear Father Slattery,
—
Isend you by this post an appoint-

ment to the curacy of Morne. You receive faculties now on the
express understanding that you are a total abstainer. Your
faculties will continue aa long as you keep the pledge; they will
terminate the momentit is violated under any pretext or advice.
If you wish to accept your appointment and faculties on theseconditions,write your acceptance underneath and return the letter
tome.

—
Iremain,yours, etc.,

'E. Card. MacCabe.''Imost willingly and thankfully accept my appointment.
Wishing you manylong and happy yearsover us.— lremain,your
mostobedient servant, 'Joseph Slatteby.''

4 Rutland-square,E.,'Dublin,17thJanuary, 1885.
'Dear Fr. Slattery,— T am greatly pained by finding myself

compelled to remove you again. Little more than twelvemonths
have passed since you were sent to Morne, on the expressunder-
standing that you were bound by the Total Abstinence Pledge,and
thatby the violationof thatpledge you ipso facto lose the faculties
of thediocese. Ihave before me my letter sending you tomorne,
inwhich youexpress your assent to the conditionIrequired fromyou.'There is,Iam sorry tosay, too much reason to fear that you
have not kept your promise, and consequently that you areadministering Sacramentssacrilegiously." Yourconduct, moreover,is giving a good deal of dissatisfac-
tion;however,Iwill give youone otherchance, but it will be the
last.

'With this letter you will receive your appointment to the
curacyofEilbrideandBarndarrig. That appointment is made on
the followingconditions :—:

—
■£

'Ist. That you take the pledge fromCanon Brady, the V.F.
of your district, from whom Iexpect acertificate of the
fact.'2nd. That the violationof that pledge in any shape or form
withouta written permission from the Ordinary of the
diocese brings withit ipso facto suspension.

'3rd. That this suspension is absolutely reserved to myself
personally."

Ifyou are willing to submit to these terms, write your accept-
anceunderneath andreturn this letter to me immediately.

—
Faith-

fully yours, 'E. Card. MaC'abe.''
Iaccept the appointment on these conditions with many

thanks.
'JOSEPH Slattery.'

AcwHng to the LiverpoolCotltnlic Timr* of January 6, 1899,
the original correspondencebetween Cardinal MacCabe and Plattery
was, in reply to a challenge by the latter, sent by Archbishop
Walsh, through the Bishop of Newport,to MrF. W. Lewis,of the
St. Teilo's Society, for inspection by the employersof the ex-priest
the Welsh National Protestant League. We may state that wehave been for some time past in correspondencewith the distin-
guished prelate who now so worthily wears the mitre of thearchiepiscopalSee of Dublin, and shall at the proper time produce
andduly prove thecorrespondencebetween his eminent predecessor
and the unhappy man who is now stirring up and profiting by
sectarian rancour in a country where people of every Christian
creed havehithertolivedinharmony.

Cardinal MacCabe's leniency was, however, wasted, and hissuccessor, .Archbishop Walsh, was compelled, in the interests ofreligion, todispense with Slattery's services. The ex-priest-went
beneath the surface of things for a time. In1887 hecame to the
surface again. He was thena studentat the Theological Seminary
in Colgate University at Hamilton,N.Y., having been sent thither
at the expenseof the Baptist Education Society. Here, according
to a New York paper of March 2, 1895,in a brief sketch of his
career,heposed as an ex-priestwho had renounced the Church of
Rome from'conscientious scruples,'and apaper published at the
University stated

—
presumably onSlattery'sauthority— that he had

been educated at Maynooth. Father J. V. McDonnell,a Catholic
priest residentatHamilton, thereuponfurnished Archbishop Walsh
with these statements and requested him to give the real facts of
Slattery'scareer. The Archbishopsent him the following reply :—:

—'Archbishop'sHouse,Dublin,
'May 22,1889.' My Dear Father McDonnell,— You or any other person,

ecclesiastic or layman, will be perfectly safe in challenging inquiry
aa to the antecedents of unfortunate Father Slattery. InCardinal
MacCabe's time he broke down very badly from intemperance.
About a fortnight before the Cardinal's death he received an
appointment oncondition of binding himself in a most stringent
way to the total abstinence pledge. There was adistinct written
intimation— the original of whichIhold

—
that this was to be the

last chance.' Well, he broke down again. Ithought itright,even afterall
this, to give him one chance more

—
of course with the intimation

that it would be the last, fo far aa Iwas concerned. He broke
down again,andIwas unable to have anything more to do with
him. ... Imay add that he wasnot educated atMaynooth.'

Sincerely yours,'
William J. Walsh,'Archbishop of Dublin.'

This letter was sent to Dr. Dodge, President of Colgate, by
FatherMcDonnell.* Towards the close of 1897 it was republished
in England. Slatterythereupon fell back uponthe ready expedient
so frequently resorted to by Edith O'Gorman :he threw doubts
upon the authenticity of Archbishop Walsh's letter. This ruse
often succeeds for a time, for communication with thewriters oforiginal documents is sometimes slow, often costly, and the game
of bluff plus a few days'delay generally enables itinerant slander-
mongers to get away to places where the atmosphere is less
oppressive. In the present instance, however,the respite was but
brief. Dean Lynch (now of St. Winifred's, Hulme, Manchester)
was upon the tracks of Slattery and his female companion. A.
letter from him to ArchbishopWalsh elicited thefollowingreply :—:

—'Archbishop'sHouse, Dublin,'
December 13, 1897.

'Dear Father Lynch,— The letter dated May 22, 1889, and
addressed to Father McDonnell, which bad been published inso
many American and now in so many English newspapers, was
undoubtedly writtenby me.'

That itrefers to the lecturer now in England therecanbe nodoubt, for only one priest of the name of Slatteryhas left this
diocese under any circumstances within living memory, and the
one who left was the unfortunate victim of drink about whom I
wrote to Father McDonnell. Inmy letter to Father McDonnellI
referred to a letter written to this unfortunate man by Cardinal
M'Cabe. This letter, of course, has been preserved, with other
documentary evidence, including some in Father Slattsry's hand-
writing. But what further evidence can be required? The
case is a lamentable one, absolutely without parallel in my
experience. 'Iremain, dear Father Lynch,'Faithfully yours,'William J. Walsh,

'Archbishopof Dublin.'

A fair Challenge.
We may close this part of an unpleasantsubject

—
which only

Slattery'spresent crusade could have compelled us to touch upon—
by reference to the latest of themany challenges issued to him and
hiswife during the past few years. We refer to the challenge
issued by Mr. Joseph Winter, of the Advocate, Melbourne, and
publishedinvariouspapers (including the Presbyterian organ, the
Southern Cross in June, 1899) during Slattery'sstay in Melbourne.
Thatchallenge isnow beforeus. Mr.Winter publishedin his news-paperandinpamphlet form the followingtwocharges:'To make the
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