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THE EX-PRIEST CAMPAIGK IN NEW ZBEALAND.

e
g

SLATTERY AND HIS BOGUS '‘EX-NUN' IN AUCKLAND.

SLATTERY'S CAREER.

Tag Catholic body of New Zealand are doomed to go throogh n
third agony of cosree public ahuee and vilification. Some years ago
the campaigns of insult were conducted by Edith ¢VGurman and
Chiniguy. Xow it is ex-pricst Juscph Slattery and his female com
panion, a bogus ‘ex-nun,” who have descended upcn our shores
On Monday eveniug, as we learn Ly telegiom, they inangurated
their evil work in Auckland. They are now busily engaged, as far
as lies in their power, in exviling sectarian parsion and making it a
source of revenue in this new aud prosperous country where people
of every creed are wilhng to live in mutual good-will towards each
other and to work together 1n harmony for the commen weal,

It was the distinguished Anglican Archbishep Whateley who
said that in religions cintroversy insult and mockery are as
oowardly as the slaughter of women and children in war, The
great Protestant churchman declured, moreover, that it was the
duty of the Siate to protect law-abiding citizens from the ZTOSRET
forms of outrage upon their religious sentiments. Much has been
effected in the present contury to soften the old-time asperities of
religious controversy and to unite pevple of all ¢creeds in the bonds
of good fellowship for the public weal. But mde by side with this
growth of friendly feeling there has risen up a emall but noisy
and malodorous class of profeseional purveyors of lewd anti Catholic
ribaldry—‘ ex-priests’ and *ex-nuns, maostly of the bogus variety—
whose evil trade is to revive or inteusify sectarian enmity, to cater
for a certain itching for pruriency, and to turn both into a means
of lining their pockets with chinking coins nf the realm. This
campaign is carried on by means of ealumnious ‘ lectures’ which
are an outrage upon common decency and upon the cherished reli-
gious sentiments of every Catholic mind. It is helped on by the
cironlation of a class of * literature’ which a leading English news-
paper condemned a5 ‘a mass of disgusting obscenity, seandalously
untrue and viciously impure’ Such gross forms of attack are
opposed to the principles of natural morality that are known and
practised by even a decent pagan. Languape of strong invective
against New Zealand Catholics would be intelligible to us if we had
outraged justice and decorum in onslaughts upon the faith and the
religious sentiments of our Protestant fellow-citizens. But in this
we have not offended. Neither in this Colony nor elsewhere does
any Catholic priest or laywan make a living, after the Slattery
faghion, by lectures *to men only' and 'to women only’ in coarse
vilifieation of the members of another creed. If a Catholic priest so
far forgot the decencies of life and the laws of charity and justice
88 to descend to this mode of controversy for any purpose, be would
promptly find himeelf under ecclesiastical censure.* A Catholie lay-
man guilty of such proceedings would be denonnced from pulpit snd
altar. And neither wonld find a Catholic audience to listen to their
evil tale.f

The Gospel of Assafmtida.

Catholic theology expressly recognises the respect which is due
to the honesty and bona fides of the religious convictions of those
who do not belong to our fold. We have no objection to arguments
againet our beliefs and religious practices, so long as they are put
forward in a reasoning, candid, and inoffensive spirit. When thiais
done, we meet them in the same spirit, inoffensively and with good
feeling, But the trade of this class of ‘lecturers” ia one of open,
coarse, and aggressive lying for filthy lucre. The staple of their
attacks is infamous calumnies against the Catholic priesthoed, gross
and indecent attacks on the virtue of Catholic womanhood, and
charges of wholesale and phenomenal immiorality, infanticide, eto.,
against thoee pure and high-minded women who leavethe world and
its Joys and embrace the religious life to educate the little ones,
to minister to the orphan, the poor, the leper, the abandoned, and to
the sick and wounded soldier where bullets fly and shells burst—as
many of them are now deing at Kimberley and Mafekinz and Lady-
smith—and all this without fee or reward of any kind save what
they hope to receive from God alone. The chief attraction in the
‘lectures ' of ‘ ex-priests’ and ‘ex-nuns’ is their pruriency or obacen-
ity. The circulars of the ‘lecturers’ ono and all are couched in
terms which are expressly and purposely so worded as to excite im-
pure curiosity with the promise of indecent ' revelations’{ The idea
is atrengthened by the catchy expedient of lectures ‘to men only’
and 'to women only,’ It is carried out etill further in the flood of
infamous pamphlets, the eale of which adds to the re-
vente of the apostles of filth. It i on ihe prurient and
the impure that ithe crusade thrives best. An idea of the sean-
dalous nature of this part of the campaign may be gathered from
the fact that the circulation of such literature was stopped last year
by order of an Edinburgh conrt, and that Riordan (alizs Ruthven),
and Joseph Slattery (who is now doing the devil’s work of arousing
sectarian passion in New Zealand at so much per night) were both
sentenced to terms of imprisonment for its eireulation in the United
States, where the law-courts are supposed not to be over-squeamish
in such matters.

® An Australian Cathalic bishop—we believe it was the bishop of Lis~
more—recently declared in a letter to the local press that he would, i such
a case, immadiately visit the oftending clorie with ceclediastio [l censares,

+ When ' Si1ster Mary Agnes, O.85.B. wrote her Nunnery Life e the Chureh
of England in 1300 both she and her bosk were hoyeotted by the Catholie

V.

{ London 7rwk, in November, 1304, had the iollowing regardmng n
notorious hogus * ex-priest* and gaol-bird who rivalled slattery's outrageous
utterances in Great Britain, and swho, ke Sluttery. 1o alsg a Baptist minister:
‘T bave before me one of the handbills of his lectures gt Southampton, whieh
are obviously worded 1n such & way as to appeul to the most prurieft tastes
and instinets, and any person of average intelhgonco would see in those
handhills that the man is & thorough blackguard, Protestantism hectos to
be very unfortunate in enlisting the services of champions of this charactor.

The itinerant ¢ex-priest’ and * ex-nun’ are umually careful to
limit themselves to broaa and general charges of wickedness and
immorality against the Catholic bedy. Did they single ount specifio
living individuals, with their real names—and not merely supply
fclitious names, as Slattery’s wife does—they would speedily find
themselves in the grip of the law, Their charges rest directly or in
their fiual resort on their own unsupported assertions or assump-
tions,  This fact at once raises the question of the perscnal
character and credibility of the accusers. But they are singularly
shy of inquiry into the facts of their past career.  And with good
reason. Ior in every instance in which—whether by the action of
the police or utiies wise—the Tacks of (Lo Listury have come to
light, their antec~d:nts have been such ns ta hopelessly damage
bl us witheeses sithier o their own favour or ayuinsany other
P rnon or corporate body—and least of all against those whom they
bave a strong pecuniary interest in vilifying,

A New Gallery of Gods.

1. They are almost invariably obscure individuals from remote
villages and little-known places in distant lands. The only
‘credentials ' which they usually possess a< to critieal periods of
their past career are the good which they affirm of themselves and
the evil which they ascribe ta others.  We find umong them no
leader of men, vo brilliant mind, no one prominent sither for piety
or for talent. Men of recognised ability, and, at the same time, of
bitter anti-Catholie feeling, have from time to time severad them-
selves of their own accord, or been severed by ecclepinstical
sentence, from the communion of the Cutholic Church Among
them were such men as Blanco White, Reinkens, Loyson, Déllinger.
They searched the Church, as one suthor puts it, * like a horse-fly
on the ook for sores’ They knew her and her theclogy far more
intimately than Slattery. And they did not spare her wherever
they discovered what they fancied was a vulnerable spot, But uot
cne of them ever prostituted bis talents hy sbandoning hooest and
clean controversy for the coarse and brutal calumnies that form the
stock-in-trade of the * ex-priest’ and the ‘ ex-nun’ business that 18
now in full operaticn in New Zealand,

2. Another striking feature in the allisnce of bigotry with
pruriency is the emormous—we might say overwhelming—per-
centage of the alleged ‘ex-priests’ and * ex-nuns’ who are not and
have never been Catholics, This is easily accounted for. There's
money in the business, and plenty of it.  An affidavit of Slattery's
nephew, John Slattery, states that the *ex-priest’ made £800 in
three weeks by his Melbourne * lectures.”’ Chiniquy is said to have
taken £30,000 out of Australia. In fact, the profits of the business
were for some years so great that the * profession’ becama uncom-
fortably overcrowded, until the congestion was relieved by the
action of the police and criminal courta and the pamphlets of the
Catholic Truth Seciety. The capital necessary for embarking in it
is merely a filthy tale that may be concocted direct from a lewd
imagination. or at second-hand from the lying pages of the Awrul
Dhselosures of Marie Monk., From Achiili to Slattery and his
female companion there has been little or no originality in the atyle
of fiction that finds favour with the prurient-minded supporters of
this Zolaesque class of low romascists, It is simply Maria Monk *
with variations,

3. Another peculiarity of this strange profession is this: that
the ¢ ex-priest '—whether real or bogus—is invariably accompanied
by the usual female companion, who almost as invariably poses as an
‘ex-nun.’ (There is at present no gennine ex-nun on the lecturing
platform—FEllen Golding and Edith Grorman having been compelled
to retire into ubscurity owing to the exposure of the facts of their
career by the Catholic Truth Bociety). The *ex-nun’—whether
real or fictitious—has been, in every instance that we know of,
accompanied by a husband or by & * protector ’ of the male sex. The
Morniig Star, s non-Catholic paper, had the following comment on
o genuine ex-priest who lectured at Fort Wayne (U.S.A.) towards
the close of 1593 : ‘0Odd as it may appear, every time a priest
becomes converted and renounces Catholicism, he promply plunges
into the deep sea of matrimony, Just as soon as the animalina
priest begins to overbalance the spiritnal, he at once becomes deeply
impreesed with the fallacy of his religion, sand converts himself into
a Protestant, and them hunts up a wife. The wife is usually an
“escaped nun" or something of the kind,’ Here we have, from an
American non-Cutholic editor, a variant on the sarcastic comment of
Erasmus on ‘converts’ of this class : ¢ Two things are they in search
of —eagh and a wife,’

4. We have referred to the marked unwillingness of these
itinerant lecturers to court a frank aud fair inquiry into the facts of
their past history, This unwillingness is quite intelligible to
anybody who has taken the trouble, as we have, to watch and note
their records whenever obtainable. As a result of inguiries
extending over several years we have succeeded in tracing the
careers of some thirty or more gross ‘ex-priest’ slander-mongers,
The greater part of them were not priests, a big percentage
of them were not ¢ven Catholios, Such of them as were priests
were, without a single exception, driven forth, as Slatte
wa#, from the sacred ministty for conduct unworthy of their high
and holy cailing. We have failed to find amongat this whole class
of coarse ‘lecturers* one muan of unblemished character. With one
or two possible exceptions every one of them—whether real or
fictitions ex-priests—'is known to the police ' and has made the
acquatntence of a prison cell, It would be imposeible 1n this rapid
sketch to give even the briefest summary of the notorious facts of
the lives of those unhappy men aa told in the columns of the daily
press and in the records of the police and criminal courts of England,

= Maria Menk is tho great text-book of Mrs Slattery. The story waa
aftributed to, hut not_wntten by, a poor, hali-witted non-Catholio fallen
woman named Mara BMonk., This poor oreature was ior & time an intmate
ot a refuge lor ‘soiled doves, and spent most of her caresr—where she also
ended it—belund the iron doors of a Canadlan gaol. A complets oxpoanre
of the Mamna Monk fraud will be found m The True Story of Maria Monk
(Catholic Truth Society, 1d), mainly a repriut of an article in the Dublin
Revien ot May, 1836,
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