
The Catholic body of New Zealand are doomed to go through athird agony of coarse public abuse and vilification. Someyearsago
the campaigns of insult were conduced by Edith " >'Gorman ai.dChiuiquy. Now itin £x-priibt Ji.bcph Slattery and his female com
panion, a bogus 'ex-nun,' who have descended upon our shoresOn Monday evening, as v\e learn Ly telcgiain, they inaugurated
their evil work in Auckland. Theyare now bu-ily engaged, as far
as lies in their power, in exciting sectarian passion and making it asource of revenue in this new and prosperous country whorepeopleof every creed are willing to live in mutual good-will towards eachOther and to work together inharmony for the common weal.

It was the distinguished Anglican Archbishop Whateley who
said that in religious controversy insult and mockery are as
cowardly as the slaughter of women and children in war. The
great Protestant churchman declared, moreover, that it was theduty of the State to protect law-abiding citizens from the grosser
forms of outrage upon their religious sentiments. Muchhas been
effected in the present century to soften the old-timeasperities ofreligious controversy and to unitepeople of all creeds in the bondsof good fellowship for the public weal. But side by Bide with this
growth of friendly feeling there has risen up a small but noiny
andmalodorous classof professional purveyorsof lewd anti Catholic
ribaldry—

'ex-priests'and 'ex-nuns,' mo&tly of thebogus variety—
whose evil trade is to revive or intensify sectarian enmity, to caterfor a certain itching for pruriency,and to turn both into ameans
of lining their pockets with chinking coins of the realm. This
oampaign is oarried on by means of calumnious 'lectures' whichare anoutrageuponcommon decency and upon the cherished reli-gious sentiments of everyCatholic mind. It is helped on by the
ciroulation of a class of

'
literature

'
whicha leading English news-paper condemnedas 'a mass of disgusting obscenity, scandalously

untrue and viciously impure.' Such gross forms of attack are
opposed to theprinciplesof natural morality that are known andpractised by even a decent pagan. Language of strong invectiveagainst New ZealandCatholics would be intelligible tous if wehad
outraged justice anddecorum in onslaughts upon the faithand the
religious sentiments of our Protestant fellow-citizens. Butin this
we have not offended. Neither in this Colony nor elsewhere doesany Catholic priest or layman make a living, after the Slatteryfashion,by lectures 'to men only' and

'
to women only' in coarse

vilification of the members of another creed. Ifa Catholic priest so
far forgot the decencies of life and the laws of charity and justice
as todescend to this mode of controversy for anypurpose, he wouldpromptly findhimself under ecclesiastical censure.* A Catholic lay-manguiltyof such proceedings would be denounced frompulpit andaltar. And neither would find aCatholicaudience to listen totheir
evil tale.f

The Gospel of Assafoetida.
Catholic theology expressly recognises the respect whichis due

to the honesty and bona fides of the religious convictions of those
who donot belong toour fold. We haveno objectionto argumentsagainst our beliefs and religious practices, so long as they are put
forward ina reasoning, candid,and inoffensive spirit. When this isdone, we meet them in thesame spirit,inoffensively and with good
feeling. But the trade of this class of

'
lecturers 'is one of open,coarse, and aggressive lying for filthy lucre. The stapleof theirattacks is infamous calumnies against the Catholic priesthood,gross

and indecent attacks on the virtue of Catholic womanhood, andcharges of wholesaleand phenomenal immorality, infanticide, etc,
against those pure and high-minded women wholeave theworldand
its joysand embrace the religious life to educate the little ones,
tominister to the orphan, thepoor, the leper, the abandoned,and to
the sick and wounded soldier where bullets fly and shells burst

—
as

many of them arenow doingat Kimberley and Mafekin>- andLady-
smith

—
and allthis without fee or reward of any kind save wh.it

they hope to receive from God alone. The chief attraction in the
'lectures' of 'ex-priests'and 'ex-nuns' is their pruriency or ob«cen-ity. The circulars of the

'
lecturers

'
ono and all are couched in

terms which are expressly andpurposely so worded as to excite im-pure curiosity with the promise of indecent "revelations.'% The idea
is strengthened by the catchy expedient of lectures 'to men only 'and 'to women only.' Itis carried out still further in the flood ofinfamous pamphlets, the sale of which adds to the re-
venue of the apostles of filth. It is on the prurient and
the impure that the crusade thrives best. An idea of the scan-
dalous natureof this part of the campaign may be gathered fromtbe fact that the circulation of such literature was stoppedlast yearby orderof anEdinburgh court, and that lliordan (aliasRuthven),
and Joseph Slattery (who is now doing the devil's work of arousing
sectarian passion inNew Zealand atso much per night) were both
sentenced to termsof imprisonment for its circulation in theUnitedStates, where the law-courts are supposed not to be over-squeamishin such matters.

The itinerant 'ex-priest'and
'
ex-nun'are usually careful tolimit themselves to broaa and general charges of wickedness andimmorality against the Catholic body. Did they single oat speciaoliving1 individuals, with their real names— and not merely supplyfictitious names,as Slattery's wife does— they would speedily find

themselves in theerrip of the law. Their charges rest directly or intheir final resort on their own unsupported assertions or assump-
tions. This fact at once raises the question of the personal
character andcredibility of the accusers. But they are singularlyshy of inquiry into the facts of their past career. And with goodreason. For inevery instance in which

—
whether by the action ofthe police ur uiheiwists— (lie facLi of lliih hiatory have come tolight, their antecedents have been such as to hopelessly damage

tbeuius witnesses either in their ovvu favour or against auy other
ptr»on or corporate body— and leant of all against those whom theyhavo a strongpecuniary interest in vilifying.

A New Gallery of Gods.
1. They are almost invariably obscure individuals from remotevillages and little-known places in distant lands. The only

'credentials' which they usually possess a-< to critical periods oftheir past career are the good which they affirm of themselves andthe evil which they ascribe to others. We find among them no
leader of men, uo brilliant mind, noone prominenteither for pietyor for talent. Men of recognised ability, and,at the same time, of
bitter anti-Catholic feeling,have from time to time severed them-selves of their own accord, or been severed by ecclesiasticalsentence, from the communion of the Catholic Church Among
them weresuch menas Blanco White, Reinkens,Loyson, Doliinger.They searched the Church, as one author puts it,'like a horse-fly
on thelook for sores.' They knew her and her theology far more
intimately than Slattery. And they did not spare her wherever
they discovered what they fancied was a vulnerable spot. Butnotone of them ever prostituted his talents by abandoninghonest andclean controversy for the coarseand brutal calumnies that form thestock-in-trade of the

'ex-priest'and the
'
ex-nun

'
business that la

now in fulloperationin New Zealand.
2. Another striking feature in the alliance of bigotry with

pruriency is the enormous
—

we might cay overwhelming—
per-

centage of the alleged 'ex-priests'and
'
ex-nuns

'
who are not and

havenever been Catholics. This is easily accounted for. There'smoney in the business, andplenty of it. Anaffidavit of Slattery's
nephew, John Slattery, states that the 'ex-priest'made £800 in
three weeks by his Melbourne'lectures.' Chiniquy is said to havetaken £30,000 out of Australia. Infact, theprofits of thebusiness
were for someyearsso great that the

'
profession

'
became uncom-fortably overcrowded, until the congestion was relieved by the

action of thepolice andcriminal courts and the pamphlets of theCatholic Truth Society. The capital necessary for embarking in it
is merely a filthy tale that may be concocted direct from a lewd
imagination, or at second-hand from the lying pages of the AwfulDisclosures of Maria Monk. From Achitli to Slattery and hia
female companion there has been little or nooriginality in the style
of fiction that finds favour with the prurient-mindedsupporters ofthis Zolaesqueclass of low romancists. Itis simply Maria Monk*
withvariations.

3. Another peculiarity of this strange profession is this:thatthe
' ex-priest'— whether real or bogus— is invariably accompaniedby theusual female companion, whoalmostas invariably poses asan

1 ex-nun.' (There is at present no genuine ex-nunon the lecturing
platform—

EllenGolding andEdith Gorman having been compelled
to retire into obscurity owing to the exposure of the factsof their
career by the Catholic Truth Society). The 'ex-nun'

—
whether

real or fictitious — has been, in every instance that we know of,
accompanied bya husbandor by a 'protector 'of themale Bex. The
Morning Star, a non-Catholic paper,had the followingcomment on
a genuine ex-priest wholectured at Fort Wayne (U.S.A.) towards
the close of 1893:

'
Odd as it may appear, every time a priest

becomes convertedand renouncesCatholicism,he promply plunges
into the deep sea of matrimony. Just as soon as the animal ina
priestbegins to overbalance the spiritual,he at oncebecomes deeply
impressed with the fallacy of his religion, and converts himself into
a Protestant, and then hunts up a wife. The wife is usually an
"escapednun"or something of thekind.' Here we have, froman
American non-Catholic editor, a varianton thesarcastic comment of
Erasmus oh

'
converts

'
of this class :'Two things are they insearch

of—cash and a wife.'
4. We have referred to the marked unwillingness of these

itinerant lecturers to court a frank and fair inquiry into the facts of
their past history. This unwillingness is quite intelligible toanybody whohas taken the trouble,as we have,to watch and note
their records whenever obtainable. As a result of inquiries
extending over several years we have succeeded in tracing the
careers of some thirty or more gross 'ex-priest' slander-mongers.
The greater part of them were not priests, a big percentage
of them were not even Catholics. Such of them as were priests
were, without a single exception, driven forth, as Slattery
was, from the sacred ministry for oonductunworthy of theirhigh
and holy calling. We have failed to find amongst this whole classof coarse 'lecturers' one manof unblemished character. With one
or two possible exceptions every one of them

—
whether real orfictitious ex-priests

— 'is known to the police 'and has made theacquaintanceof a prisoncell. Itwould be impossible m this rapidsketch togive even the briefest summary of thenotorious factsofthe lives of those unhappy men as told in the columns of the daily
press andin the records of thepoliceandcriminal courtsof England,

"* Mana Honkis the great text-book of Mr». Slattery. The story wasattributed to, but not written by, apoor,halt-witted non-Catholio fallenwoman named Maria Monk. This poor ortaturewas fora time aninmateot a refuge tor 'soiled doves,' and spentmost of her career— where she alsoended it— behind the iron doorsofa Canadian gaol. A complete exposureof th« Maria Monk fraud will bo found in The True Story ofMaria Monk("Catholic Truth Society, ldj,mainlya reprint of an article in the DublinRevunoiMay,1836.

*AnAustralian Catholic bishop— wobehe\eit was the bishop of Lis-more—recently declared ina letter to the local press thathe would insucha case, immediatelyvisit the offending cleric withecclesiastic .1censurest When SisterMary Agnes.0.5.8..' wrote her GunneryLife in the ChurchofEnglandin 1890 both s,hc and her book were boycottedby the Catholicbody.
X London Truth, in November, 18U8, had the tollowing regarding anotorious bogus'ex-priest'andgaol-birdwhorivalled Slattery'soutrageousutterances inGreatBritain,and who,like Slattery.is also aBaptistminister-'Ihavebeforemeoneot the handbillsof his lectures at Southamptonwhichare obviously worded insuch a wayas to appeal tothe most prurienttaste*and instincts, and any person of average intelligence would see in thesehandbills that the man is a thorough blackguard. Protestantism seems tobe veryunfortunate inenlisting the services of championsof thischaracter'
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