
GLEANINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S CALENDAR.
(Written for the N.Z.Tablet.)

January 14, Sunday.— Second after Epiphany. St. HilaryBishop
andDoctor.„ 15, Monday.

—
St. Paul,Hermit.„ 16, Tuesday.

—
St. Warcellus. Pope and Martyr.„ 17, Wednesday.— fit Antony Abbot„ 18, Thursday.

—
St.Peter's Chair at Rome.„ 19, Friday.— St. WnMan, Bi«hop.„ 20, Saturday.

—
Sts. Fabian and feebastian, Martyrs.

ST. PtTEU'S CHAIR AT HOME.
Rome wasthe capital of the world;and there St. Peter, 12 years
after our Lord's Ascension, finally established his chair or seat of
authority, to feed from thence the lambs and sheep of Jesus Christ.
It was from Antioch, the chief city of the East, that he had
previously ruled the Church of God. So great from the earliest
ages was the devotion ot the faithful to the supreme authority of
the Vicar of Christ, that they honoured it by the observance of two
solemn feasts, namely. St. Peter s Chair at Antioch, where it was
established for a time, and St. Peter's chair at Rome, where it
has remained fixed for many centuries. This devotion of pious
Christians need not astonish us, for we cannever make as much of
St. Peter asChrist Himself did. When St. Andrew first brought his
brother to our Lord, .le<nis looked upon hiti and said, 'ThouartSimon, the sonof Jona;thou shalt be called Cephas,which is inter-
pretedPeter.' Now, the meaning of the word Peter is 'rock,' and
this new name evidently signified the future office of St. Peter,
whichwas to be the firm foundation on which the Church was to
bebuilt. Later on,whenJesus was walking with his disciples near
the city of Ceearea Philippi, he put to them the question,'Whom
do mensay that the Son of Manis ? But they said,some John the
Baptist, and someElias, andothers Jeremias or one of the prophets.
Jesus saith to them, but whom doyou say that lam ? Simon Peter
answered and said, Thou art Christ, the Son of the living God.
And Jesus answering said to him, blessed art thou, Simon Bar-
Jona, because flesh and blood have not revealedit to thee,but My
Father Who is in heaven.' Let us pray to Jesus to teach us the
mysterious sense of these words. When He asks what men think
ofHim,alltheapostlesanswer withoutany distinction. But whenHe
askswhatthey the apostle*think ofHim,itis Peteronly whoanswers
in their name. It is Peter still, in theperson of his successor, who
speaks in the name of the Church, andhe speaks,not inspired by
flesh and blood, but by the Father who is in heaven. Butlet us
listen to what the Son of God said to the sonof Jona. "Isay to
thee that thouartPeter,and uponthis rockIwill build My Church,
and the gates of hell shall notprevail against it. AndIwill give
to thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven. And whatsoever thou
shalt bind on earth, it shall be bound also inheaven. And what-
soever thoushalt loose uponearth, itfhall be loosed also inheaven.'
It is the Son of God who speaks, He Who, by His word, made
heaven andearth. He says,'Thou art the rock upon whichIshall
build My Church.' By these words He signifies its unshaken firm-
ness throughout future ages. The gates, that is the power of hell,
shall never prevail against the rock or the Church which is built
upon it. Oh, how good it is to be in this house where there is
nothing to fear from storms or tempests ;Peter, too, has thekeys.
Itis he who opens and who shuts, who binds andlooses. All are
subjected tohis authority, learned and ignorant,sheepandshepherds,
kings and people. Jesus says,'Iwill build, Iwill give.' It is a
promise of the future, and will have its accomplishment when He
shall say, 'Feed My lambs, feed My sheep.'

After our Lord's resurrection, Peter and some of the other
apostleswere gathered together on the shores of Tiberias.

'
Simon

Peter saith to them:Igoa fishing. They say tohim :We also come
with thee And they went forth and entered into the Bhip,and
that night they caught nothing. But when morning was come,
Jesus stood on the bhore. yet the disciples knew not that it was
Jesus. Jesus therefore said to them:Children,haveyou anymeat1
They answered him:No. He said to them : Cast the net on the
right side of the shipand you shall find. They cast therefore, and
now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes.
That disciple therefore, whom Jesus loved,said to Peter :It is the
Lord. Simon Peter, when he heard that it was the Lord,girt his
coat about him, for he was naked,and cast himself into the sea.
But the other disciples came in the ship, dragging the net with the
fishes. Assoon as they came to land, they saw hot coals lying and
a fish laid thereon, and bread. Jesus saith to them:Bring hither
of the fishes which youhavenow caught. Peter wentup anddrew
the net to land full of fishes, and although there were so many the
net wasnot broken.'

After thus showing: forth the success which wouldattend the
labours of Peter and those who fished withhim, when they should
cast their apostolic nets over the pagan world, Jesus fulfilled the
promise whichhe had previously male toPeter at Cesarea Philippi— namely, that he would make him not only the firm foundation,
but also hie head of the Church, by investing him with the keys,
or supreme authority,accompaniedwith power to bind and to loose,'When, therefore, they had dined, Jesus said to Simon:Simon, son
of John, lovest thou Me more than these ? He saith toHim : Yea,
Lord,Thou knowest that IloveThee. He saith tohim :Feed My
lambs. He said to him again:Simon, son of John, lovest thou
Me ? He saith to Him :Yea.Lord, thou knowest that 1loveThee.
Hesaith tohim : Feed my lambs. He saith tohim the third time :
Simon,sonof John, lovest thouMe ? Peter was grieved beoause He
hadsaid to him the third time :Lovest thou Me? And he said to
Him:Lord, Thou knowest all things, Thou knowest that Ilove
Thee. He said to him :Feed my sheep.' Then it was that Peter
wasactually installed as supreme shepherdof thenock of Christ.
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VICTORIA INSURANCE COMPANY,
LIMITED.

ESTABLISHED 1849.
Local Director, J. T. WRIGHT Esq. (Messrs. Wright,

StephensonandCo.)
This Old-Established Company accepts

FIRE RISKS on buildings and Contents of every des-
cription, also on grain in field.

MARINE RISKS onWool fromsheep'sback to London,
and on goods shipped coastwise or to any port in
the world.

GUARANTEE RISKS Insuring the fidelity of persons
in positions of trust.

BRANCHES AND AGENCIES THROUGHOUT THE COLONY
Further information to be had from any of the Company's

Representatives.

Head Offices for New Zealand
- NO. 5 BOND STREET

JAMES EDGAR,
Manager for New Zealand.

gTEAM ARTESIAN WELL SINKER
House and SaniUryPlumber, hotandCold Water

Services. Founder and General Engineer. Maker of
the Celebrated Titan Steel Windmill. Creamery and
Butter Factory Machinery. Contractor to the Central
DairyCompany. Pumps,Pipes,Rams, Gasfittings,eto.,
etc., fixed at Lowest Rates. Estimates and Plans on
Application.

THOMAS DANES,
Providence Works, Lichfield street, Christchurch, N.Z.

THE LATEST PAMFHLET TO READ."The Church and Commerce, Industry, Sciences,
and Arts,"

Illustratingina striking and most interesting manner that the
Catholic Churchhaa at all times been the mother of all the factors

of true civilisation.
Written by the VERY REV. FATHER LE MENANT DES

OHESNAIS, S.M., V.G. Price
-

6d.

We havealso a number of

"OUT OF THE MAZE,"
by the same author. Price

-
6d.

Copies may be had by sendingpostalnotesor stamps to
J. MURRAY, Tablet Office.

n IT V HOTEL, DUNEDIN.
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"■- J l under their Management,

J. F.NIXON

WITH reference to theabove,we feel thatitis hardly neceßsary
to assure our Friends and thePatrons of the'City

'
that no

effort will be sparedon our part to merit the Patronageso liberally
bestowedonour esteemed predecessor.

J.J.CONNOR,
.1.T HARRIS,

Proprietors

rpWO WELLERS TOBACCO
Made fromExtra Choice MATURED SUN-CURED LEAF.

Givesapleasant,cool smoke. Try itanditwillgive yousatisfaction

NOONDAY OIL
BRIGHT, CLEAR, STEADY LIGHT.

Insistupon havingNOONDAY.

THE Leading House inCHRISTCHURCH for Drapery, Mantles, and T^TJ1ATIW A "NTT^ f"lO
Underclothing X*l2*Ja Ail -ea-i.^*" \S\^


