
(Fromour owncorrespondent.)
January 8.

By the generousdonations in goods and money of tradespeople
in the city and friends, the Sisters of the Good Shepherd at Mount
Magdala wereenabled as on former occasions toprovide their large
number of 'children' with a substantial Christmas treat. Toall
who assisted them in their praiseworthy efforts they tender their
sincere thanks.

At thePro-Cathedral,onSunday last, hisLordship the Biehop
preached at High Mass and again at Vespers, when there was a
crowded congregation. Prefacinghis sermon the Bishop statedhis
intention of resuming his labours of visiting the diocese by
journeying onWednesday nextto its extreme northern limits. He
would administer Confirmation in adistrict where the Sacrament
had never heretofore been administered, and also in another place
where church accommodation would soon be provided. It is his
Lordship'sintention to returnin time for the annualretreat.

The annual retreat of the clergy, to be conducted by a
VincentianFather, will commence on January 24.

whichhe saysmust be of extraordinarycapacity, for without it it
would be impossible to properly develop even the most perfect
natural voice. He adds thathe hae advisedMiss Connell's relatives
toallow her to remain at the Convent for another year,and should
her voicestill maintain its purity and freshness he strongly advises
a course of study in England and the Continent under the best
masters that oan be obtained, regardless of expense. Mr. Moore is
of opinionthat Miss Connell's voice is superior to Miss Amy Castles.
Miss Connell, whois only 10, wasborn in Hawera.

The Very Rev.Father Bower,S.M., Hector of St. Patrick's Col-
lege, joined the other members of the College « faff in thePicton
Sounds at thebeginning of the week

The Rev.Father Gannon, a Vinccntian Father, from the col-
lege in Bathurst, is atpresent on a visit to Wellington.

The Rev.Father O'Shea, of To Aro parish, leaves on a holiday
to the West Coast shortly. He intends visiting Greymouth, Hoki-
tika,and Westport.

The Sisters of Mercyhere came out of retreat onMonday, and
arenowenjoyinga well-earnedvacation. Of those locatedin Wel-
lingtonduring last year some are visiting Christchuroh and Dun-
edin, while others have gone to the branch houses inPalmerston
NorthandBlenheim for the remainder of theirholidays.

It is with regretIhave to record the death of Mr P.Giles,
which occurred at his residence,Upper Tutaenui, Marton,after a
long and painful illness,on theBthult. Hia funeral took place on
the following Sunday at Turakina, where the services were con-
ducted by the Rev. Father O'Sullivan, of Wanganui. Floral
tributes wereplacedon the coffin from all parts of the district. The
deceasedwas theyoungest son of Mr Francis Giles, Claregalweney,
County Galway. On arriving in New Zealand he settled in Rivers-
dale,Otago, andlater moved on to Marton, wherebyallhe washeld
in the greatest esteem, and was a valued member of the County
Council. He was a manin theprime of life,and until whatproved
his fatal illness could boast of not knowing whata day's sickness
was. He leavesa wife and child tomourn their loss.— H.I.P.

The outing to Plimmerton, held by the Christian Doctrine
Society onNew Year's Day proveda most enjoyable one. Leaving
by the 10 o'clock train, the party arrivedat theirdestination a little
after 11 o'clock. The day was spent invarious amusements, the
excursionists returning to townshortly after eight o'clock.

Dr. H. St. Leger Gnbben, whose success in his examinations at
Edinburgh was recently recorded,is,Ihear,attached to theChildren's
Hospital in Stirling.

HAWERA.
A PLOT AGAINST A MARIST PRIEST.

A few months agoaMarist priest, who was on his way from Fiji
to Europe,was arrested at Albany,on a warrant issued at Suva
charging him withseveral veryserious offences. Although,as was
subsequently proved,perfectly innocent, the poor priest was taken
back a prisoner to Fiji, and there detained in gaol until the case
came before the magistrate. Several witnesses werecalled for the
prosecution, but the magistrate was so satisfied that the whole
business was a conspiracy that he discharged the accused without
hearingany evidence for the defence. During the court proceed-
ings it leaked out that a certain Wesleyan chief was the prime
mover of the conspiracy. The slandered andill-used priesthas now
resumed the voyage to France which was so cruelly broken by Mb
arrest at Albany. He has a good claim against the Fiji Govern-
ment for compensation,and it is highly probahlethat some of the
conspiratorswho plotted against him will be prosecuted A Fiji
resident, whois particularly well informed, states that the accusa-
tions against the blameless priest was made with the object of
bringing the Marist missionaries into di^gracp. 'Our enemies,'
writes this resident, 'wanted to have a counter-blast to Cardinal
Moran's exposure of theProtestantmissions in the South Seas

'

By the steamer Rockton, which reached Sydney the other day,
we (Sydney FrermtuCs Journal) received the Fiji Timr.t, which
has a brief reference to the police court proceedings. ISays the
Tii)iix :—:

—
'The Government steamer Clyde, which arrived from Savu

Savuon Saturday last, brought newsof the casespreferred against
the Rev. Father Prin, to which we have referred in a previous
issue. Mr. Humphry Berkeley appeared for the defence in all the
capes. Sergeant O'Donnell appeared to prosecute the indictable
offences. There were seven charges in all. The first three cases
were beard and dismissed on November SO. The remaining four
wereheard on December 1,two of which were dis-nissed, and the
prosecutors askel leave to withdraw the remaining two. Mr.
Berkeleypointed out that warrants had been issued for theappre-
hension of the Reverend Father, that he had been arrested in the
Australian Colonies, subjected to some months of imprisonment,
brought ba-k to Fiji and tried on seven separate charges,all of
whiuh had been immediately dismissed. He asked in the interests
of justice that the wholeof the papers should be forwarded to his
Excellency the Governor, whichhis Worship the Magistrate said he
would do.

Now that the hot weather haw set in people are naturally
looking around for somerefreshing beverage to quench their thirst.
Mason's Extract of Herbs, for inakn.g a non-intoxicatingbeer, is
highly recommended as a most palatableandrefreshing drink. It
is veryeconomical, one bottlebeing sufficient to make eight gallons
at a cost of Bd. Mason's wine essences are also very good and
highly Hpoken of. A bottle of wine essence, which can be pur-
chased for i)d, will,itis claimed, make a gallon of delicious, non-
intoxioating wine. If the essence and extract cannot be procured
from chemists and storekeepersin the district, application should
be made to the sole agent,Mr. J.C. Bodham, Christohurch

— „%

(From a correspondent)
The audience that crowded the Opera House on the occasion of

theCaledonianSociety's concert on New Year's Night had an oppor-
tunity of appreciating and wereloud in their applause ofthe work
done for musical culture in the colony by our convent schools. The
praise so lavishly bestowed upon the schools of themiddle ages by
Guizot, Froude, Lecky, Ranke, and others is equally merited by
these institutions which are still carrying on the same work within
the bosom of the Catholic Church. All the vital and productive
energies of human culture are united and mingled in our Christian
schools to-day as they wer.' in the brightest ot the ages that are
passed;and the children who year by yearcome forth from these
store-houses of realknowledge arcnot only wellequippedwith what
are considered the necessaries of education, but are al«o possessed of
those accomplishments which enable the pupils to fill any position
in life. There is a growing demand in the Colony for these accom-
plishments, and it is a i-ati.sfaetion and a source of legitimate pridu
to know, on the authority of examiners from the leading Home
colleges, that our convent schools are supplying the demand. The
gentleman who distributed the prizes the other day at the Girls"
High School, Wellington, thought it a pity that religious schools
should be established in the Colony. It is ;igood thing for New
Zealand that Archbishop Redwood was not vi that opinion when
he established St. Mary's Convent, for without that convent New
Zealand- wouldnot to-day enjoy the fame which she does enjoy in
the great musical institutions of Great Britain. Did not the vice-
president of the Royal Academy say publicly in England that the
most artistic singing he had ever heard was in Wellington, New
Zealand, at St. MarysConvent.' Did not our Colony, through the
sameconvent, secureon another occasion all thehonours granted in
Australasia by the same Academy? And if Mr Graham Mo<re, on
his return to England, can speak well of New Zealand, is it not
because, as he paid, 'St.Mary's Conventhad achievedsuch a success
as noother institution with which he had hitherto been acquainted
had achieved.'

The world-renowned baritone, Mr. Santley, remarked to me
some years ago that New Zealand should produce --ingers quite as
good as the countries of soutlurn Europe And lam quite con-
vinced that should Miss KateConnell, whodelighted us all at the
Caledonian concert, follow the advice of Mr. Graham Moore and
spend some years inParis, she will soon rank with the Australian
artists who have gained a world-wide fame, and that she will not
be the least amongst them. She is a credit to the Wellington
Convent,as her sister, who accompanied her. ami whoalso secured
honours at the Royal Academy exurinations, ih a credit to the
Hawera Convent. Miss Tuohill and Miss B"-s <■ Flynn, al.-o from
the Wellington Convent, though not gifted us Mi h Connell is, are
nevertheless very capable singers, and can a'ready, though very
young, take a high place amongst the vocalists of New Z-^nland.
Their items were a surprise and a treut to the large audience We
had in additiona family of ten Flynnw, boys and girls,all convent
school children from WellingtO'i,Wanganui and Hawera. who, under
the skilful baton of their eldest sister, contributed some very fine
orchestral selections, one, and this, too, of some im-rit, being, I
believe, a composition by Miss Flynn.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Thursday,January 11, 1900.

The wholeconcertwas a treat from its intrinsic merit, andalso
from the fact that the items were contributed chiefly by IrishCelts
tohonour in aspirit of goodwill and friendship the annualgather-
ingof their cousins the Celts of Scotland.

The new school, which Messrs Pacey and Son are building for
theRev. Father Power, will be completed in abouta fortnight. It
is rumoured that several vocalists from Wellington are coming1 to
takepart in the opening ceremony. The building, which ia to be
up to date in everyrespect, will cost £450, and will, with the old
school, give ample and much-needed accommodation to both
teachers and children. Father Power has decided to hang in the
porch a framed list of all the subscribers. This. Ithink, is a
capitalidea, anddpeervea imitation.
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