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Friends at Court,

GLEANINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'B CALENDAR,

{Written for the N.Z. TABLET,}
January 7, Sundsy.—Within octave of Epiphany,
» 8, Monday.—St. Pega, Virgin,
n 9, Tuesday,—8t. Adrian, 0.8.B., Abbot.
» 10, Wednesday.— Ven, Thomas Reynolds and Bartholomew
Roe, Martyrs.
» 1, Thureday.—St. Gildas, Abbot,
w 12, Friday,—8t. Arcadius, Martyr.
w 13, Bamorday.—8St. Kentigern, Bishop,

VENERABLE THOMAS REYNOLDS AND BARTHOLOMEW ROR,
MART YRS,

The mild and gentle character of Charles I. along with the
influence of his Catholic consort, Henrietta Maria, oaused a temporary
cessation of the bloody scencs of persecution which had disgraced the
reigns of the two preceding monarchs. It was, in fact, the king's
unwillingness to sign the death warrants of convieted priests which
Iormed one of the most common canses of complaint on the part of
the Parliament, and belped to embitter the dispute which led to his
dethronement Itis no wonder, therefore, that when the reins of
government; fell into the bands of the popular leaders, a fresh out-
break of persecution took place, and the barbarities of former years
were renewed. Accordingly we find that the year 1641 was marked
by the execution of several priests for pure matters of religion,
which were construed by the cruel lawa of Elizabeth into the crime
of treason. Among these glorious martyrs the Venerable Thomas
Reynolds {whose real name was Green) and Bartholomew Ros were
conspicuons for their learning and piety, as well aa for the courage
and constancy with which they endured a long imprisonment and a
cruel death for their Divine Master. The former was a secular
priest, a native and student of Oxford, who, being converted to the
Faith, was educated for the priesthood abroad; while the latter,
Father Roe, was & member of the Benedictine Order, and belonged
to n respectable family in Buffolk. His conversion from the
Eﬁ;bliahed Chnrch was browght about by a singular providence of
God,

While pursning his studies at Cambridpe it chanced that Mr.
Roe, during a visit which he paid to St. Albans, heard speak of a
certain Catholic recusant who was there imnprisoned.” Feeling
assured that he would easily be able to eoanvince him of the
absurdities of the Komish doctrine, he paid a visit to the gaol, and
entered into conversation with him on the subject of religion To
h:s surprise he found the prisoner, though only a mechanic, quite
able to defend his faith, and even to press him closely on certain
matters of dispute, The comsequence was that he began to feel
uneasy about his own position, and, being thoroughly sincere, lost
no time in consulting books and conferring with Catholic priests on
the subjects in gnestion. Being at length nesured of the faith, he
quitted the university and retired to Flanders, where he was
received inte the Church and embraced the religious state in the
Order of St. Benedict. Soon after he was ordained priest, Father
Roe waa sent by his superiors on the English mission, where, by his
zealons preaching and frequent conferences with Protestants, he
effected many conversigns, After some time he fell into the hands
of the pursnivants and was committed te prison, where he anffored
great hardehips, Being released through the mediation of the
Spanish ambassader, he was sent into exile, but scon returned to
England, After two years he was again apprehended at St.
Albang, and having been sent to London he was committed to the
Fleet, There he remained for 17 years, enjoying at timea a certain
degree of liberty, which enabled him to devote himself to the daties
of the ministry,

Being at length arraigned by order of Parliament, he was
transferred to Newgate, and brought up at the New Bailey on the
charge of exercising his priestly office. Upon the evidence of a
fallen Catholic ho was found guilty and condemned to death, Upon
the morning of his execution he had the consolation of celebrating
Mass in the prison at an early hour, a privilege enjoyed also by the
companion of his martyrdom, Father Beynolds, The latter was
far advanced in years, being about 80 years old, and was executed
in virtue of a rentence passed npon bim 14 years previcusly. He
was & man of remarkable meekness and gentleness, beloved alike
by Protestaunts and Catholice. During the journey to Tyburn
the two priesta took the opportunity of making their last confessions
10 one another and receiving absolution,

Upon their arrival at Tyburn, Father Roynolds addressed the
people, assuring them that though he had lived in England as a
priest for 40 years, no word of treason had ever passed his lips, nor
had such a thonght ever eantered bis breast, While he was thus
speaking, hia companion employed himself in reconciling to God
two of the convicts whe were to suffer with them, and who after-
wards died with every token sf sincere repentance. He then began
in his tnrn to speak to to the people, but, being interupted by the
sheriff, asked permission to put to him a single question, namely,
whether in case he conformed to the Established Church he would
undertake that his life would be spared, *‘That will I, replied the
sheriff promptly, ‘and I will answer for your life with my own.’
‘ Bes, then,’ said Father Roe, turning to the people, ‘ why it is that I
am come to die, and whether my religion be not my only treason,’
Having mounted the cart, the two confessors kissed devoutly the
ropes, which they then placed about their necks, and recited alter-
nately the psalm Miserere. This they continned along with other
prayers until the cart was drawn away, aud their happy sonla were
releasod from their earthly prison, They were permitted to hang
until they were dead, when their bodies were cut down and dis-
membered. Meanwhile the people pressed round eager to dip alotha
in the blood of the martyrs, or to carry off some portion of their
precious relics. They suffered on Janunary 21, A,D, 1641,

VICTORIA INSURANCE COMPANY,

—

ESTABLISHED 1849.

Local Director, J. T. WRIGHT Esq. (Messrs. Wright,
Stephenson and Co,)

This Old-Established Company accepts

FIRE RISKS on buildings and Contents of every des-
oription, also on grain in field.

MARINE RISKS on Wool from sheep’s back to London,
and on goods shipped coastwise or to any port in
the world.

QUARANTEE RISKS Insuring the fidelity of persons
in positions of trust.

BRANCHES AND AGENCIES TEROUGHOUT THE COLONY

Further information to be had from any of the Company's
Representatives,

Head Offices for New Zealand . NO. 5 BOND STREET

JAMES EDGAR,

Mansger for New Zealand.

QTEAM ARTESIAN WELL SINKER

Houpe and Banitary Plumber. hotand Cold Water
Services, Founder and General Engineer. Maker of
the Celebrated Titan Steel Windmill. Creamery and
Butter Factory Machinery., Contractor to the Oentral

Dairy Company. Pumps, Pipes, Rams, Gasfittings, eto.,
eto., fized st Lowest Rates. Estimates and Plana on
Applioation.

THOMAB DANES,
Providence Works, Liohfield street, Chrimiohnrch, N.Z

THE LATEST PAMPHLET TO READ.

“The Church and Commerce, Industry, Sciences,
and Arts,”
Illngtrating in a striking and moast interesting manner that the

Catholic Church has at all times been the mother of all the factors
of true civilisation,

Written by the VERY REV. FATHER LE MENANT DES8
CHESNAIS, 8.M, V.G, Price - 6d.

We have also a number of

‘““ OUT OF THE MAZE,”

by the same anthor,  Price -

6d.

Copiee may be had by sending postal notes or stamps to
J. MURRAY, TApLET Oflce,

DUNEDIN,
Having LEASEDJ.mg.

CITY HOTEIL

HOTEL to Maessrs,
CORNOR and J. .
HARRIS, I have to
THANE the PATRONA
of the ‘City’ for theia
" LIBERAL PATRONAGE;
and in bes; ing & Con-
tiouance of the same for
my successors I feel quite
satiefied that the reputa-
tion the Hotel has enjoyed
will be fnlly maintained
under their Management,
J. F. NIXON
ITH reference to the above, we feel that it is hardly n

to aseure our Friends and the Patrons of the * City ' that no
offort will be spared on our part to merit the Patronage 8o libarally
bestowed on our esteemed predecessor,

J.J. CONNOR,
J. T HARRIS,

Proprietors
TWO WELLERS TOBAOCCO

Made from Extra Choice MATURED SUN-CURED LEAF,

Gives s pleasant, cool smoke, Try it and it will give you satisfaction
N 9 0 N b A Y 0 I L
BRIGHT, CLEAR, STEADY LIGHT,

Ipaist npon having NOONDAY.

THE Leading House in CHRISTOHURCH for Drapery, Mantiee, and
Underclothing

BEATH AND CO



