
the Manila churches, which were brought buck by the returning
volunteers. They were sold by the soldiers at ridiculously low
prices,butarenowbringing fancy figures, as collectors areeager to
get them. A scoreormoreshops were visitedby priests,and inall
anumber of sacredrelics werefound.

The Chicago Record and other papers contain fuller
messages, toolengthy to quote. In the course of a scathing
comment on this crying military scandal, the New York.
Times says :—:

—
The thing is simply awful, andnot susceptible of any apology.

And if there be one American citizen who holds it to be of no
account, or of little, that Americancitizen is tobe pitied,butalsohe
is to be greatlyblamed. The thing isof themostenormouspolitical
significance.

It is, through and through, asickening^storyof bigotry
and greed. And on topof it all comes the howl from the
hysterical portion of the Protestant pulpit to have this
miserable looting of homes and convents and 'mass-houses '
followed upby thecomplete confiscation of all the property
of the Catholic Church in the Philippines!

Uncle Sara's army has found in the Philippines the
MajubaHillofitsmilitary renownand

—
worsestill

—
aserious

blot upon its corporate honour. The muddling of the
Crimea has been out-muddled in these fair islands.
To the temperate natives of the Philippines the new policy
of expansion has brought ship-loads of fiery drinks ;on a
pure people it has let loosea tide of western blackguardism ;
it has familiarised the patient Filipino with thesight of a
savage disregard for the rights of property, the dearness of
human life, the sanctity of the domestic hearth ;and it has
given him some reason to fear that under the Stars and
Stripes, the Filipino will fare no better or little better than
the Red Man, and that of the two masters who contended
for him theless objectionable is tha Spaniard,who, whatever
his faults,at leastchristianised the islanders,raised them to
a relativelyhigh stateof civilisation,left scarcely anilliterate
among them, and made them,in the words of anon-Catholic
writer, ' the happiest people on earth.'

Diocesan News.
ARCHDIOCESE OF WELLINGTON.

After the Napier Correspondence on page 5 of this issue went to
press wereceived the followingcommunication:—:

—
At thedistribution of prizesat the Convent School,Mr.Fraser,

thenewMember for Napier,atthe invitationof theVeryRev.Dean
Grogan, addressed the large audience present. He said he felt
pleasedand honoured tobe askedto takepart inthedistributionof
prizesin theConventSchoolofNapier. Hewasnot ignorant of the
high reputation which these schools had in the province,and the
high class entertainment which he so muchenjoyed, of whatthese
schools cando. Mr. Fraser thencalled attention to thenumberof
Convent girls from Napier now settled in various parts of the
district, of whom Mrs. Fraser was one, who arean honour to the
nunsand the convent. The speakerbriefly touchedon the question
of how theCatholic schools, though doing suoh excellentwork,are
handicapped in New Zealand by the presentschool systemandits
friends, suchas someof theNapierEducationBoard. Against such
injustice he protested,and as far as hecould woulddohisbest to
hare the present state of things remedied. He congratulated the
nunson the efficiency of their school, and thechildrenon the great
advantages they had in attending such schools.

Dean Grogan thanked Mr.Fraser for his kind expressions of
sympathy andapproval. Inhis position,he alwaysappreciatedany
kindness inword or work done to the Catholic schools. For over
fifteen yearshe had learned from experiencewhatenergy it requires
tokeep our schools up to the high standard they haveattained, so
be felt grateful to Mr.Fraser or any other person for anyexpression
ofencouragement they give insuch avital matter. Thereisanother
gentleman in this town who has taken a deep interest in the
efficiency of our schools (continued the speaker) for the past two
years

—
Mr. Hill,the Government Inspector. On a public occasion

like thisIfeelpleasedto express our feelings of gratitude towards
him and to protestagainst the unreasonable strictures putonhim
oflateby the Chairman of theEducation Board of Napier for the
interest hehas takenin the Catholic schools. The fact is admitted
that the chairman and his friends are jealous of ourschoolsbecause
they areaware the Government schools cannot compete withours.Therefore, in the opinion of such men, we must be handicapped;
the government Inspector must be prevented from examining
our schools;and the class passes obtained by our children at
the pa«t examinations must not be given them. Could anything
be moreunjust 1 They arepleased to see our Catholic youngmen
volunteer for the Transvaal in defence of the Empire. They oan
shed their blood to any extent they wish, but theymust not fit
themselves for any Government office or position,simply because
they are educated in Catholic schools. Ihope the time for such
prejudice is fast passing away,and that the late examplewehave
hadof it at Napier is about the last. Whether we are forced to
continue in the future as we have been in thepast,whetherhandi-
capped or not, wehave made up our minds touse everymeansin
our power to keep our schools up to the same high standard of
efficiency, and wedoubt notbut the time is nearat hand whenour
children, by their truthfulness, their examplary lives as well asby
their scholarly abilities will prove to the public that neither the
nation nor society generally can well do without them. Itis more
and moreevidentevery day that thepublic schoolsare not improv-
ing society. On the contrary,they area danger tosociety andeven
to Christianity. If a remedy is to be found it must be sought for
in the religious schools. DeanGrogan. onbehalf of the convent,
again thanked Mr. Hracer, also Mr. McLean, the late member for
Napier, who was also present, as well as the parents and friends,
who showed by their presence that they were friends of the
convent.

The Catholics of Napier held a verysuccessful picnic here on
Boxing day. The locality chosen was the green meadows in the
mission farm at this season of the year, a sort of terrestrial
paradise. Itis computed that over 1500 peopleattended andevery
person enjoyed himßelf to bis heart's content. The Christmas
festivals, as usual, were celtbrated here wiih great splendour. On
the feast itself, in St. Patrick's, there were Solemn High Mass and
Vespers. Rev.Father Chauvel, of Samoa, with Fathers Bell and
Hicfcson officiating in the morning, andDean Grogan and Fathers
Chauvel and Bell in the evening. Father Hickson preached on
Sunday evening and Dean Grogan on Christmas evening. There
weresome 300 for Holy Communion in bothchurches.

WANGANUI.
(Fromour owncorrespondent.)

December 28.
At the Christmas Midnight Mass at St.Mary's, the musio pro-

vided wasHaydn's
'Sixteenth,' which was rendered by the cho."- in

amanner that gave evidence of long and thoroughpractice. Miss

(Fromour own correspondent.")
December 30

The Very Rev. Father Bower is the only one of the college
staff atpresentin Wellington. Fathers Hills, Clancy, Mahony.and
Bowdenare cruising in theMarlborougb Sounds. Father Servajean,
of Te Aroparish,is one of theparty.

The three city churches were crowded at all the Masses on
on Christmas Day. At St. Joseph's Pontifical High Maps was
celebrated by his Grace the Archbishop, assisted by Rev. Father
Hills (deacon), and the Rev. Father Clancy (sub-deacon). The
Very Rev. Father Bower acted as master of ceremonies. At the
conclusion of a short sermon on the feast of the day, his Grace
wished the congregation a holy and happy Christmas. Miss
Hicklingsang the soprano eolos in Gounod's Mass, Mr Rowe the
tenor, andMessrs. Dunne andGirling-Butcher the bass.

At St. Mary's Church, Guildford terrace, the ttev. Father
Ginisty, of St.Mary's Cathedral, Sydney,sang a 31ma Cantata and
Weber's Mass in G was sung by the choir, Mesdainea Swift and
Cimino, Miss Pender, Messrs. Gamble and McManaway taking the
solos. Under the skilfulhands of Mr?. Scanlon tha chapelassumed
a very pretty appearance, decorated, as it was,with flowers, ferns,
palma, and potplantsartistically arranged.

The Yen. Archdeacon Devoy was the celebrant of the Solemn
High Mass at H. Mary of the Angels', Rev. Father Servajean
deacon, and Rev. Father Bowden sub-deacon. Mr. Oakes had a
Btrong orchestra to assist the choir, when Haydn's Imperial was
exceedingly well rendered. The soloists were:

—
Soprano, Mrs.

Oakes andMisses Kimbell and Mills ;alto,Misses McPharland, A.
Sandbrook, and M. Kimbell ;tenors, Messrs. Brooks and Tabor;
bass, Mr. Law. At the offertory,L. Dwansang Adam's

'
Cantique

de Noel.'
The editor of Our Fernery is deservingof congratulation on

the effect producedby her article on the work of the Sisters of Our
Lady of Compassion The gooddoneby the devotedSiptersof this
Order is recognized by the charitably disposed in all parts of the
Colony. The latest donation,for which these Sisters are verygrate-
ful, isoneof £7 from theSisters of the Conventof Mercy ofHokitika,
and thebranch houses at Ross, Kanieri,and Kumara. Letus hope
that the exampleset will be followedby many others.

Concludinghis sermon or* theFeast of Christmas atSt.Mary's
Churchlast Sunday hi-* Gracn the Archbishopmade a few remarks
anent the Transvual war. Quiterecently there had been, he paid,a
Peace Conference, but that universal peace sought for wasstill in
the far distant, and until the nations took to heari the principleof
universal charity and were less inclined to follow the dictates of
passion it would remain so. The Christmas of 1899 would be, in
consequence of thepresent war, one of sadness and mourning in
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many a home. In peace as in war it was a duty todo what one
could for his country,and fellow-Catholics were among theheroes
in South Africa. For the noble and generous hearts who wen
giving their lives for their country, for the devout women who,
with marvellouscourageanddevotion, wereministering to theBick
and wounded,he besought theprayers of all the faithful.

The picnic for the childrenattending theGatholioschoolsof the
city washeld on BoxingDay and wasthemost successful we have
had for years. Headed by Jupp'eband they marchedfrom St.Mary
of the Angels' Churoh to thestation where a speoial train was ilk
readiness toconvey them to the VeryRev. Father Lane's grounds at
theHutt. Sports and games werearranged for the children,andin
this respectspeoialpraise is due to the localclergyandFathersLane
and Maples. Thepicnic was wellpatronisedby theadultpopulation,
about 4,000 peoplebeingpresent. During the afternoon the Right
Hon. the Premier arrived on the ground and was received with
cheers. There wasnohitch of anykindand thecommittee is to bfcongratulated on the excellence of the arrangements.

NAPIER.
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