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the Thames for two years, taking the place of Monsignor
O'Reilly, who had been appointed by Bishop Lenihan to
St. Patrick’s, Auckland, during the ahsence of the latter
from the diocese. It was upon his departure from the
Thames that Father Mahoney’s health broke down, and,
his medical adviser recommending a change and rest, he
proceeded to Europe again in 1901, living for the ensuing
three and a half years in Italy, Trance, and Germany, and
after a short course of travel in Canada and the United
States he returned to his old mission at Puhoi. Upon
the death of Monsignor Paul in March, 1905, he was
appointed by Bishop ILeniban as irremovable rector of
Onehunga. ;

Mr. Edmund Mabony was o native of Bantry, County
Cork, and came of a family of civil engineers. He fol-
lowed that profession, and was for a time attached as a
civilian to the Ordnance Depariment of the Royal Engi-
neers, in which capacity he came to New Zealand, landing
in Auckland in 1849 with his wife and three children.
After gettling down in Auckland he was employed for many
years as engineer and surveyor, and later as dranghtsman
to the Auckland Provineial Counecil. His technical know-
ledge was employed im the erection of old St. Patrick’s
Cathedral, which was completed shortly after his arrival
in Anckland. He died in 1883 2t the nwe of 71 years,
and Mrs. Malony in Novemher, 1887, They are survived
by three sons and twe daughters, the best known of his
family heing Mr. Edmund Mahony, solicitor. Mr. Edmund
Mahony was no blood relation of Mr. Edward Mahoney,
for though both were in Cork ahout the same time ther
were unacgquainted with each other, and they met for the
first time in New Zealand. They were related hy mar.
riage, however, having married two sisters.

{To be continued.)
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RECOGNITION OF A GENEROUS GIFT

{From an occasional correspondent.}

Although the beautiful school, erected to the memory
of the late Hon. W. W. Johnston, has been used since
the beginning of the school year, owing to unavoidable
sircumstances it was only officlally opened on Sunday,
March 28, by his Grace Archhishop Redwood, when a
bheaatiful address was presented to Mrs. Johnston as a
public expression of gratitude by the Catholic body of
Feilding, Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament was
piven in the church by the Archbishop, assisted by the
Very Rev. Father 0'shea, V.G, at 2.30, after which the
members of the congregation and a number of prominent
townspeople proceeded to the school, where the ceremony
of presenting the address took place. The school, which
is built of brick, and a deseription of which appeared in
your columns some time ago, has been erected at a cost
of nearly £4000. His Grace the Archbishop presided, an<l
there were present Very Rev. Father ’Shea, Rev. Father
0’Meara, Mrs. W.. W. Johnston, Mrs. Baldwin, Mrs.
Pharazyn ,and Mr, Goring Johnston.

The Rev. Father O’'Mears said he first desired to
thank Mrs. Johnston and family for the kindness and
consideration he had received at their hands at all times.
It had been & great source of eucouragement and conso-
lation to him to speak with the late Mr. Johnston on the
education question. He had never met a man with a
sounder grasp of the problem of education, with a fairer
mind, or with a greater determination to do justice to all.
He truly recognised the effect of o purely seenlar system
on this Dominion, and thoroughly believed in the need
for religion in education; and, as a consequence, was
always ready to encomrage and support a system which
daily inculcated the principles of Christianity. He well
remembered him saying that he always looked upon a
priest who established a school as one who had acecomplished
a great work for the community, And, therefore, the
building they were in was a fitting tribute to him. FHe
heartily congratulated Mrs. Johnston and family on the
choice they had made of a memorial to Mr. Jcohnston,
and thanked them gratefully for what they had done to
further the caunse of education. : -

Mr. A. M. Ongley read the following address:—:Teo
Mrs, W. W. Johnston, Highden, Awahuri.—Dear Madam,—
We, the Catholies of Feilding, desire to express to you
and your family our cordial thanks for the beautiful school
which-you have donated to our parish in memory of your
beloved husband, the Hon. Walter Woods Johnston. No
more fitting tribute could he erected to commemorate the
deceased gentleman, who, on the public platform and in
the House of Representatives, persistently advocated the
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religious education of the children of this Deminion. His
hright intellect clearly foresaw that any system of edv-
cation, however skilfully devised, founded otherwise than
on the solid foundation of Christlan _principles, must
inevitably undermine religion, morality, "government, and
civilisation. The Catholic Church, true to the mission
imposed upon her by her Divine Tonnder, has ever kept
hefore her congregation the duty of imparting to their
children a Christian education, and, with a generosity
unparalleled ir the history of the world, she has been
cnabled to establish her own schools, o that to-day in
Australasia alone out of her own resouirces she has built
and eguipped over 1500 schools where she imparts o
thorough Christian oducation to nearly 130,000 children.
We Catholics of Feilding presume to say that we “are
making an honest endeavor to fall in line with the teaching
and tradition of the Holy Church. Iess than ten years
ago leilding was without a “presbytery, a convent, a
school; to-day we have a commodious preshytery with a
resident priest, a bLeautiful convent with the zcalous and
devoted Sisters of St. Josoph, and, owing to the poodness
and generosity of you and your family, a school with all
modern reguirements built regardless of expense, an
ornament to our progressive town.  Again, dear madam,
we thank you, and pray that you and your family may
he long spared to emjoy the fruit of your beneficence,—
Signed on behalf of the Catholics of Feilding—James Mee-
han, Owen McElrgy, Geo. Hitchman, Patrick Henaghan,
Johin Wilson, Thomas Shortall, John Murphy, Thomas
Oliver, Patrick Desmond, M. O’Callaghan, David Herlihy.’

Mr. Goring Johnston briefly returned thanks on behalf-.
of his mather and family. He said that upon him that day:
had falien the honor of responding on hehalf of his mother.:
and her family to the kindly sentiments expressed in the~
address. He knew from the interest his father had takemi
in educational matters that he had in his mind. the carry-
ing ocut of such an idea, and had he lived a little while
longer he would have initiated the work of building ths
school.  Therefore, as a tribute tc him the Family had
hnils the school in the hope that in it would be trained
those who would grow up to he men and women a credit
to the town of Feilding, who would have their names
enrolled on the scroll of fame as worthy citizens. As it
Lad been built Lo long serve its usefnl purpose, he felt
sure it would be useful for many years to come. He again
returned thanks for the manner in which the gift had
heen acknowledged.

Johnston Memorial Schoel, Fellding.

Archbishop Redwond cxpressed lis gratitude for heing
able to attend there that day to assist in sueh a notahbie
ceremony. It should be a matter of rejoicing that the
congregation possessed such an excellent school, and he
congratulated. the Catholies of Feilding upon possessing
a building which had been evected regardiess of expense
and up-to-date in every particular. He congratulated
Mrs. Johnston upon the form in which she had decided to
perpetuate the memory of her late husband, and he agreed-
with the framers of the address..they had just heard that
no more fitking tribute could have heen paid to Mr.
Johnston’s memory, Dbecause he had always made a
prominent point of the necessity for maintaining a system
of religions eduecation. His Graece remembered well when
Mr. Johnston was contesling a seat in_the House how he
risked his election on that gquestion, because he wanted
justice donme to the Catholic community. He had the
boldness to speak hig mind, and he won the election. All
vound them they saw the evils of a+deficient system of
education. To he of benefit eduecation should train the
child for its conflict in the world—it should inculcate. the
principles of honesty and uprightness, and it was not
possible to do that withont teaching the principles of true
religion. If any form of Government made it necessary
for that to be done it was government by the democracy;
no people found it more so than a democratic community.

Stdrt the day right! Delicious"Hondai Lanka Tea for
breakfast will put you in good humer!

‘The finest tea 1 ever drank./—That’'s what people

say who use Hondai Loanks ‘Cock o’ thy North '}



